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DESCRIPTION: Age: 13 years old, D.O.B.: Nov. 12, 1969, Ht.: 5'7? Wt.: 145 Ibs. Hair: light brown, 
Eyes: blue, Complexion: medium Teeth: gaps between front teeth, Shoe Size: 9152-10, 
Marks/Scars: freckles, large birthmark upper left chest, horseshoe shaped scar on tongue, 
large lower lip. Stature: At 13 years old, John has the physical appearance of a boy 15 or older. 


John David Gosch was last seen on Sunday, September 5, 1982 at approximately 6:08 A.M. He 
was believed to have been kidnapped when starting his paper route at 42nd and Marcourt Lane 
in West Des Moines, lowa. 


John was believed to have been wearing a white sweat shirt with the words KIM’S ACADEMY 
on the back of it along with black warm up pants and blue rubber thongs. Missing also with 


John is his yellow paperbag and wire cutters. 
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black 
black 
black 


mustache, heavy beard or unshaven ap- 


i a two tone blue 
car, real dark top and light blue bottom 
-mid size - 79 to 81 model -clean Inside 
and outside - no vinyl top -plush Interior 


A $90,000.00 REWARD has been offered for the safe return of John David Gosch in addition to a 7 


$10,000.00 REWARD for information leading to his whereabouts. 


Anyone having Information to John's whereabouts, please call: LOCAL F.B.! OFFICE or IN- 
VESTIGATIVE RESEARCH AGENCY, INC. (312) 745-1111 or John's parents JOHN and NOREEN 


GOSCH at (515) 225-7456. "E 
7-9 34-49 


Sponsored by the Help Find Johnny Gosch Fund, inc, 
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By FRANK SANTIAGO 
Register Sout Writer 


"Two private detectives by 
John and Noreen Gosch to find their 
missing son were picked up this 
weekend by West Des Moinds pólice 
as they were attempting to find the 
youngster's trail, the Gosches said 


“Tt blew We wi 
to do,” sald NoreenGosch. —— 
The Gosches' account was tor- 


said, “Nobody was brought in. Nobody 

was detained.” i 
„The widely differing versions of the. 

Jitideht added even more mystery to; 
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„For Help in '82 
Kidnaping Casë 


The FBI is seeking public 
ihelp fn locating a man who may 
‘have information about the kid- 
inaping of a 12-year-old Iowa boy 
{more than 10 years ago. The man 
tmade a collect phone call from 
ithe San Francisco Greyhound 
bus terminal November 30 to the 
ivietim's mother. i 

Rick Smith, an FBI spokesman ' 
San Francisco, said John David $ : 
‘Gosch left home for his early. - - " i 
morning paper route in West Des Composite drawing of the men 


€ À—— 


iMoines on Sept, 5, 1982, with his the FBI wants to question 
‘dog, a-bicycle and a wagon filled J— ———--——-— — 
twith papers. 

After customers complained of 

mot receiving their paper, the boy's 

iwagon was found with the newspa- 

{pers, and the dog returned home 

salone, 

John was last seen by another 


: delivery boy talking to a man ina 
, blue car. 


The call from the Greyhound | 
terminal at 425 Mission Street was i 
: made fn the late afternoon. 
Smith said there was no con} 
versation after a connection was 
«established, but a witness picked, 
up the phone afterward wheri-it 
‘rang, and the operator asked for 
the man who placed the call. The 
witness noted that!the man was 
Standing nearby and identified 
himself as “John.” He was: de-, 
scribed as being white, S-foot-7 or 
Sfoot8, of medium build, with i 
dark brown hair, i 


. Anyone with information is 
« asked to telephone the San Fran- 
` cisco FBI office at 415-553-7400, 
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Continued from Page One 


Tuesday + a dark bine, full-size car 
with Warren County license plates, 
and a silver, ‘late-model Ford 
Fairmont with e wide, black stripe on 
- the side. p 
Cooney said the drivers of the cars 


are wanted for questioning but are |. 


not suspects. 

{ “It's difficult for us to understand 
why these people aren't coming 
forward,” he said. “They were seen in 


the area. Those two cars, we feel; are |, 


very important to us.” 
Cooney said that anyone who sees, 
cars resembling the descriptions 
should write down the license 
numbers, and call the West' Des 
„Moines Police Department ‘at 
224-4000 or 223-2311. $ 
‘The mother of another carrier has 
‘said the driver of the blue car talked 
with Gosch ánd two other newspaper 


Carriers before Gosch's disappear- 


ance, Sbe said the man asked each of 
` the cafflers directions to Eighty-stxth 
Street. $ 4 

' One pf the carriers provided a de- 
scription to police, who drew a sketch 
of the man. Police declined to release 
the drawing, and they said the man 
may. have been an, "intozicatéd 
passerby.” 7, ^ ` 
School Mood Subdued 

' “Meanwhile, classes ‘resumed 
Tuesday at Indian Hills Junior High 
School where Gosch is a seventh- 


grade student. School officials said 


Gosch's empty seat influenced the 
mood of the school. 

Superintendent Dale Grabinski said 
classes were conducted “as well.as 


we could under the circumstances. ... |. 


Everyone's hurting for the boy and 
kis family. There's a lot of anxiety: 
over it," 
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‘cult’ member complains to FBI 


By ROBERT BARKIN 
Jourma-ubeca Suff Wrker 

WARWICK — A young woman 
whose parents requested a statewide 
police search yesterday because they 
thought she was abducted by a religions 
cult has filed a harassment complaint 
‘with the FBI against her parents and the 
city’s police department. 

Lauri-Anne Bedard, 19, who lived 
with her parents at 314 Post Rd, until 
she disappeared Tuesday night, walked 
into the FBI office in Providence late 
yesterday afternoon, eading a day of 
police investigation and consultations 
betweea police and the attorney gener- 
a's office. 

Miss Bedard told FBI agents that she 
was “tired of being barsssed" because o^ 
her membership in The Way Internation» 
al, sald the Rev. Wally Manthey, the 
group's Rhode Island coordinator, who 
accompanied her to the FBI office. 

“There is aa Issue bere," he sald, "of a 
person's right to believe what she wants 
to believe, which her parents and the 
Warwick police want to deny her." 

Members of The Way say their group 
is “devoted to setting forth the inherent 
accuracy of God's Word." Members be. 
lieve the only way to pray to God is to 
speak in tongues. The group bas about 
350,000 members worldwide, with 
56,000 members. fn. the United States. 


MISS BEDARD'S parents did not want 
to comment last night about what they 
originally called an abduction of their 
daughter. 

Det. Capt. Frank Ricci of the Warwick 
police said that bis detectives were 
merely trying to “ensure the safety and 
welfare of the subject involved," based 
On the complaint of the parents and 
previous correspondence with Miss Be- 
dard. 


AS a result of the Investigation, he 


Miss Bedard could not de reached for 
comment and Manthey would not-dis- 
close where she would stay last night. 

Warwick police began the Investiga. 
tion at 12:30 a.m. yesterday, when the 
Bedards reported that their daughter had 
deen forcibly taken by members of The 
Way International sometime after she 
left a friend about 9 the previous night. 
. According to Ricci, Warwick police 
were familar with the history of the 
woman's involvement fa the group be- 
cause of & letter she sert three weeks 
$0, notarized by the Port Chester, N.Y., 
Police Department. The letter stated that 
she considered the cult “dangerous” and 
that she wanted police and her parents 
to help ber 1f she ever became nvolved 
with the group again. 

* + 

EUGENE G. BEDARD, Lauri’ father, " 
told police that his daughter had been In 
The Way International for three months 
but had been "deprogrammed" three 
weeks ago and wanted to be out of the 
cult. She had been living with her 
parents since the "deprogramming." 

Bedard told police that when his 
daughter had pot arrived home by 11:30 
pm. he went to 3 Martine St. in the 
Sandy Lane section, where the group bas 
a residence, 

Outside the house, Bedard found his 
daughter's automobile. He told police he 
knocked on the door, was told Lauri was 
not there aud Was permitted to enter the 
house. He searched the first floor of the 
house and could not find Lauri, but did 
not look ia the basement because, he 
Said, he was afraid. 

When thé police arrived, the man who 
answered the door sald the policeman 
could not enter without a search war- 
rant. ver 

Ricci said that bis men retursea yes- 
terday morning and were permitted to 


sald, he was “satisfied that she was not enter the house, They found no evidence 
held against her will” and considered the that Lauri was present but were told 
case closed. that she had been there the previous 


ES 


right. "They refused to say anything 
more,” he said. 

Ricci sald that he pursued the Investi- 
getlon because of the letter he had 
received and consultations with the ate 
tomey general's office. 

While his men were searching yester- 

y for Miss Bedard, her parents sought 


` -help from the FBI in Providence. Later 


yesterday, Ricci said, Lauri arrived at 


-the FBI office, and his detectives and the 


Bedards were called to the office, where 
Lauri filed her complaint. 

-A spokesman for the the FBI could oot 
be reached last night, 

Manthey sald Lauri told the FBI that 
she was acting on her “own, free will. 

He said Lauri had come to the house at 


:3 Martine St. on her own. “No one took 


ber. last night,” he sald. 
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Routsvitte Times Staff Writer its headquarters to à 190aere form," 

The night of Dec. 1, David H, Mage. about 1 1/2 miles south of New Knox- 
riam was participating in a fellowship ville, also a smali town in Western Ohio. 
Cg with other members of the Way, The farm belenged to Wierwilles fame 
iniernational d Ministry P te Free Tops dys a wos ] " 
Apartment complex. in "New Albany. The Way has members amd Word’ | 
feci 20 p'he walked out of that): Over tho Worid Ambassadors in eH 60, | 
Hi “states and 51 foreign countries, "Craley * | 

i 
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"L6 Q syBiskdog 


‘That's the lost anyone saw ef him— „Sid. Th ; , 
M e WOW Ambassadors, as they've 
vat his body was recovered from a- known, work in vations citles and come, 


= 
flee ping poe at the’ apartment cora “munities teaching at Biblical study ses || 2 
sions, DIE 
Though an iutopsy is f - ] =. 
formed New Albany Police doct Ee The Structure a of the e LS 
et foul pl d conski . Magedori group i$ corpi o a tree, with each S |»: Oey 
eh secidental | conslder. I E Ns. believer considered a leaf. The Ieader of" “st 


+ Sou 


à state organization Is a Jimb leader, 
elg ms dett id cal attention fe 8 ‘The headquarters for Way of Indiana fs °, 


tense powers over its members. ‘The crite»; Indianapolis, In Kentucky, it is Jeffer- j 
HS compare it to such groups as the ‘sontown, 7. n 
Rev, Sun Myung oo; Unification The Way is different from ihe. Sun 
Church, the Chileres of God or Hare Myung Moon and other cults, Craley said, y 
Krsehn: * P571 because of ite Interest fn the accuracy + 

That's not true, say members of tho and integrity of thc Bibie. . 
Way, its shortened name, They say it i$ — Some of the other groups have man: 
only a Biblical study group whose mem- made philosophies, he said, but Way?, 
begs come togeier for lens many" members research all versions of the Bie 
members in tnis country and the worlds bie for their guidance. " 4 
And according to a spokesman for, the dorados daelading a EN tained from? 
AY, " 

v. Andiana js one of about eight! maet & 45hour cats on Biblical research., 


dor areas of outreach for the group. 
ry Hagedorn, David's Ed haga! called Power far Abundant Living. 


bier) rg about the Way. > Craley said the Way relies on “abune 
"i heard it was a terrible thing to get dant shoring” from its members, sho. 
mixed bp in,' Mrs. Hagedorn said, But like Mormons, “give, íteely from their i 


sha added that she never could find out ; Own property. ve the ozo 
atout it, One thing tho’Way docs not do 5^4 ; OG, gog Se 
& Way, Which 1$ nondenominstfonal, keep track of. how ny People belong s Oo Rf 
was founded in the rural Western Ohio „toit. * i S UH. 
tann of Van Wert in 1942.by Vietor" — ew don't have & inembershin?, ‘ors, a ^^ g. 
Paul Wierwille, 3t. was incorporated | ley eid.’ “We dont even liko to. tall: qo? £z 
there Oet 30, 1947, according to the , about that.” gee 
Ola secretary of state's office, with — The Way owns several properties. One m RES 
Wienwille as one of the threo intorpota- js a 20-acre tract in Emporia, Kon., fot ee mt 
fore, the Way College, where Biblical study i$ ‘ " 
Questions far Wierwille about tho y eee ri po. . 
rrow are handled by his press seere See RELIGIOUS d 


ors, David Craley, Back pare, col. J, this seeflon 


" À ; & family member belongs to a religious 1 
lous Ps euholie “eran eir reu an he fears reteliation against the if 
* 4 , relative, . : 


Re 


eligious 


“shirs controversy: 


- Continued From Page One 


tadas me ma nee me ¢ 
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its members from middle- and upperiae 4 
come families. 


And the group purchated sn oid man- 
slon in Sidney, Ohio, for tho Way Intere 
ational Fine Arts and Historieal Cen- 


Tho group provides counseling: for 
parents and their children. d 
Though he is a critic of the Way, he 


2 ter. Craley explained, “We'll store hise. Seid it docs help drug addicts, 


torteal records of the ministry (at the. 


« Center)? 
<The colleges and historical center, he 
added. are supported by the ministry 
And by tuition, 

. One person The Times talked to who 
questioned the Way's activities has a 
daughter who is à member, The dsugh- 


' fer also once lived fn New Albany's 


* Island, N 


> hospital with a nervous breakdown, "as" 


‘Tree Tops complex. 
Marilyn Morgan, of Smithtown, Long 
t riid her daughter Debbie, 
21, lived in Tree Tops from carly Sep 
tember to Nov, 27, when a sister 
brought her home, 


On Nov. 29, Mrs. Morgan said, her , 


davehter was admitted ta a New York 
the result of something that happened 


there" (the New Albany area). Mrs. More 


' gan has been unable to determing what 


thst was, 

Her daughter was to have been re 
leased yesterday, and Mrs. Morgan is 
concerned beeaute the Way limb leader 
fot New York state wants to take her 

^ daughter back into the Way, i 
“We have a lawyer working on this to 
, Prevent iL" she said. 

Mrs Morgan also said “deprogram. 
ming” is being considered for | er dough. 
ter, Tho term refers to therapy sessions, 
conducted by medical | professionals, 
„which have been somewaat successful 
in neutralizing the inflacnce of à rc 


; it's better than drags,” he’ said. 


“Common Pleas Cou 


"The parents’ typical response Is that 


Craley said the Way tries to present 
“something that is better than the drug 
experience.” He said Lo was a former 
drug user who saw “the truth of the 
word of God." E 2 

Not only does the Way have Its crit: 
des, but it also faces alawsuit, 5 r 

A $205,625 suit was filed against it by 


à St. Mary's, Ohio, mar: who claims the '' 


Way did not live up to its promises, The 
Way in turn has filed a $L1 million 
coyntersitit bgoinst the man, claiming he 
deamed it, 

Atcording to The Lima (Ohlo) News, 
in December 1976, In Augtaize County 
Wapakoneta, Ohlo, 
Timothy Goodwin filet a sult against | 
the Wav and two officers, Victor and 
Harry Wierwille, claiming Way officials * 
defrauded him of part of a $14 million 
faraccident settlement. That sccident 
left Goodwin a quadriplegic. 

Goodwin claims Way members were 
supposed to heal him &2 he could walk 
and they did not, 

He claims that $200,C00 of his seitle- 
anent was given to the Way, as well as 
another $12,917 in contributions, He also 
claims that he bought a $10,607 Cadillac 
for Harry Wietwille and an $11,011 fore, 
ciga ear for Richard Marmor, a Way 
member, na? : 

Harry and Victor Wierwille filed a 


4 


ligious cult over an individual, Itis a çon- countersuit in January saying Goodwin's 
troversial technique because those being sult was designed to harass the Way and 
ceprogrammed often enter the treatment Cause adverse publicity shout it. — ' a. 
unwillingly, Naney Molnar, 22, who is a branch 
+ Craley said the Way's, response to leader for the Way in Jeffersonville, 
charges it holds an influence over iis, Clarksville and New Albany, sees noth- 
members js that "this Kind of depro- ing sinister jn the group. 
gramming is constitutionally” ilegal; It's a fellowship group for people who 
jthat's where we stand on jt," want It, she said, "We don't push people ] 
„i Mrs. Morgan said her daughter be. into We make it available if they 
eme a Way member when she was a Wantit," oa ' 
Unigh school senior, Ier grades began to _ Miss Molnar would not’ discuss the 
suffer after she joined, she added. Hagedorn death. She ssid the Morgan 
: TOQ We didn't attribute it to the Way. girl had problems when sho-enteted the 
"Thes Bible is a difficult thing to put Way. " 
Blame on, We sre à Lutheran family, “We were trying to help her," Miss : 
and respect the Dible;" she explained, Molnar said, : 
Her daughter attended Way fellow- Miss Molnar, who has „been a Way 
ship. meetings, Mrs. Morgan. $ald, and member for six years,’ said her exper- ' 
when she and her husband weni to their jence with the religious group has 
second home in Vermont, rieetings were "taught ma a Jot about God and how He 
LeM int ge^, $ iing to help us anye 
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DUM NE 
‘Something Wrong In : 
Case Of Missing Man 


By DALESANDUSKY * hospital work in Norfolk, Va., or 
‘ALE:30 pm. Wednesday, Dec. “somewhere , ih North! 
iti, David predon finished , Carolina.” j 

Prayor-with a group of friehde-p~ Policejsatd-Hagedom's cams. 
stepped out of an aa nions, who have Temalneat 
the: Tree Tops complex anderes: shed litle Hght'on ' 

E appeared. t - phat may have happened to 
.Neither his friends or his» him, The group had just finished 


and police are beginning tofook no mention of where he was 
+at the case as something more ' going, ‘ 
sthanaroutine missing report... | He had no means of tran: t 
Captain Paul Parsons, chief oti sportation that evening. Friends. : 
“detectives fot the New Albany ?4aid he was clad in a light blue: 
Policedepartment, said heis not ‘denim Jacket: Drowa, sweater] 
willing to tem Hagxtorn’s endfadedjeans. — ^ Ven 
disappearance as foul play at Police checked at the 


this point, Parsons who bas 
talked with Hagedotn's parents 
‘on several occasions, the most 
recent being a ehur in- 
1 ferview that took place Wed. 
| nesday, „stated he believed 
i there's something definitely 
į wrong" about the disap- 
. pearance. 


police that though their son bad 
«traveled throughout Indiana and 


Louisville hospital where he had 

deen employed and found that 

he had not picked up his most 

reeentpaycheck, . T 

+ Parsons, who furnished the, 

picture of Hagedorn, said police? 

are interested in any ins 
«formation that might shed some . 

ght on the man's whereabouts.” — « 


~ bkeness of the man with the ex: 
ception that his hair was a little | 


Phone 944-6481 - 


| Hagedorn's parents have told | He said the picture fs a recent 


other states with a “Biblical , shorter when fast scen. . t 
7 Research Group." hz had] Heds further described as 6 
] always either visited his Terre feet -tall, 160 lbs. with bz 
| Haute home or contacted his fhair, hazet eyes and a u-shaped 
familyatleastoncea weck,  [scarbeneathhisleit breast, Str 
No word has been received | peus 
since Hagedorn simply feft the * 
epartment he was shariag with 
^" friends on the night of Dec. 14 
“His last previous contact with 
his parents had been on 
Thanksgiving, according to 
statements made to police. 
* Hagedorn and some com: d ^ 
pinions, participants ia what 
Was termed “The Way In- 
z Jternational Ministry," a self. 
1, desenbed "Biblical Research 
4’ Group,” were staying at the 
] apartment while working fn the 
t Falls Citi¢sarca. 
Hagedorn, himself, had been 
. working at a Louisville hospital, 
a practice he had pursucd while 
i visiting Indianapolis and Ap. | 
pieton, Wis., previous to coming " 
"te New Albany. Ho had spoken 
his parents about possibly ` 
king å: Job, connected with y 
To iladi 
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rp. (ABC) is 
Mtsaüon al The Way 
welby County 
an otishoot 


reportedly been 
&ory io prepare fur a 
ir. and are traveling 
cuna cting interviews 


otter 
ward organizations 


tudied after a 
t abuut half of 


probe is umber- 
3. Nobody mas 
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toid me that, but | am sure that has to be it,” he 
added. 

In addition to Sheriff Lenhart, ABC News has 
also contacted The Sidney Daily News seeking 
information about The Way. 


“> Jarvis unaware 


Jarvis said he is not aware of any contact 

with Way officials by the news service or any 
investigation by the Attorney General's Office, 
other than the tax-exempt matter, which has 
noit yet been resolved. 
i 2 that with all the business in Gu- 
yana That they might be checking," Jarvis said, 
“As far as I am concerned, they are quite wel- 
come to look rito anything.” 

Craicy sahi Way founder Dr. Victor P. 
Wierwille recently put together some state. 
ments for a magazine about the trend, or 
“movement in guverament to take away the 
tax-exempt status of select groups.” 

He quoted Wierwille as stating that the “psy- 
chology behind the recent move by the media, 
a federal government, to 
nv cuis! aperates by means of 


“Our goverümsnt, seeking more sources of 
ey for sp iihag programs, is attacking the 
ake away the tax-ex- 
quoted. 

er they succeed in taxing 
the so-called "culis, it is simply a matter of 


o 
gating Was 


time before they tax the larger denominational 
bodies.” 
‘Start small - 

- "They dare not begin with the Ruman Catho- 
lics or major Protestant groups; it is easier to 
‘start small’ with ‘cults',” Wierwille wrote. 

Craley said The Way does offer a “standard 
Kai hunters’ safety course" at the Emporia- 
baszd college, in cooperation with the National 
Guard Armory there, He said it is is one of, 
many programs offered at the college and is not 
mandatory but geared “simply to teach hunting 
sulcty.” 5 

Craley aiso referred to a fitness training 
cou-se termed LEAD (Leadership, Education, 
Adventure and Direction), which is an "experi. 
eno: in outdoor living" at an outdoor ucademy 
in Emporia. 


: Most students do participate, and the course 
is being offered nationally now, he said. The 
praacam consisis of “rock climbing, backpack- 
ing and hiking,” and is not mondutory, he said. 


Ue abo cited another Way tclated institute 
near Fresno, Calif, whin is nut run by The 
Way but by a Way gradunte, Dr. Juin Somer- 
ville. Craley said Somerville es a “fitness 
institute" which is an “outside mental and 
physical conditioning: program aimed ut devel- 
oping positive attitudes," and is available to 
anyone. 
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Sect Told to Stop Harassments ; 


FAIRFAX (AP)—-A judge has ordered members of 
a religious sect not to harass a Northern Virginia family 


* that tricked their 24-year-old daughter into leaving the 


cult last January and then had her veprogrammcd. , 


* | The permanent restraining order, issued Thursday, 


is designed to stop members of The Way International 
from aliegedly harass'ng the Raymond and Lois Bell 
family through such activities as trailing them in cars, 
making threatening phone calls, and prowling around 
their Falls Church home. 

“They want my daughter back; we're frightened to 
death," Lots Beli told Fairfax Circuit Court Judge Burch 
Mullsap, 4 

" Telephone calis to a religious center operated by the 
in Fairfax went unanswered Friday, and a re- 


“sponse to the judge's order could not be obtained. 


. Inarguing for the order, attomey Charles T. Leigh 
top told the yudge that members of The Way allegedly 
practiced mind-bending techniques, starvation treats 
ment, and maintained armed training camps. 

* The Bells? daughter, Sharon, also told the judg: that 


regular doses of “drug treated Kool-Aid’ were distribute 
ed at gatherings of fay Tüemoers. 
+ Miss Bell testified she had been instructed in the 


i use of weaponry and allegedly told oy other members 


, Esat ig might be necessary to kilt 
+ leave the group. ay claims t 


ne who tried to 
100,000 roerne 


bers workiwide, she said. 
> During the hearing, Miss Del! described having to 


' hye on three hourn of sleep a night, eating a diet that 


„al Jay. 
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The Virglatan-Pilot, Saturday, August 4, 1979 : ug 


‘She later became qualified as a Way teacher, koown 
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Bog restraints ons! 
education, pub- v]. 
y systems, recess, |; 
ind emergencies, «* 


xp | rds before deci 
ing WHEE &pprosun, as ways ow ven, ae Virginia. * 


consisted only of rice and potatoes, and et her fear of 
Irving to leave the cult even though she wanted to. | 
“I was instructed that half of what I earned had to’ 
goto the cause. I was told that my parents and everyooe. 
outside of the cult were Satanic,” she said. - E 
Miss Bell sald she finally teft a Way camp in Laredo, : 
Tex., 1n January only after her father tricked her by... 
calling to say that he needed eye surgery that could, | - 
leave him blind and she was needed at home. ; 
She decided to make the trip, despite opposition 
from the cult's leaders. " 3 "uc 
The slightly built woman, describing her departure: 
from Laredo, testified she bad to wear a wig to conceal 
herself and that she knew she was being followed on 
the way to the Houston Alrport, 200 miles away, + 
She said she foined the group in Charlotte, N.C., not 
Jong after graduating from Purdve University in 1977. 


as “Word of the World." a 
, Miss Bell said the sect js based in Knoxville, Ohio, 

Raymond Bell testified Thurscay that his daughter 
had changed from “bubbly and warm to completely 
spaced out” after being with the religious group for six’ 
months. 

* After she returned home, Ms. Bell said her parents 
arranged 18 days c! deprogramming for her. 

“I'm relieved about the injunciion, but I don't think 
$t will stop the cult from trying to get my Gaughter if 
they really want her,” Lois Bell said after the order was 
issued. 
nd 
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SECUS Ed ARTICLS e... THE MARCH 24, 1976 ISSU, ( MICHIGAN CATHOLIC" 
NEWSPAPER, BY CATHERINE HAVEN 


FREED FROM CULTS CONTROL, SHE FIND» ‘THE VAY! NOT GOD'S WAY AT ALL 


Karen Czarnecki's decision to dedicate her life to God should have made her 
parents very happy.....It didn't, Instead, the Detroit girl's 22 months as a 
member of the religious cult, The Way International, led to separation and heart~ 
break, estrangenent from fanily and friends, and finally to a grueling three-and- 
a-half day deprograrming sessicn where Karen sought to regain control of her 
reasoning. 

Karen, now 21, grew up on Detroit's eastside in the Seven Mile and Van Dyke 
area, She attended Our Lady Gueen of Heaven Parish Grade School and later 
Dominican High. There she was a B-C student, who participated 4n the orchestra 
and musical productions. ' 

Following graduation, she attended Macomb Community College where one day, 
as she puts it, she "was in the wrong place at the right tine," . 

"In February 1974, I was in the student union," she recalled, “when some 
menbers cane up to mo, They told me about their Bible fellowships where people 
came together to read and study the Bible. I was going to Mass every week but I 
wanted more of the Bible, and there weren't any studies at my parish, ‘These 
people seexed friendly, so after a week I decided to go." 

At the “Twig Fellowship" (a tree analogy describes the cult's structure), 
Karen was inpressed by the people's wamth and knowledge of the Bible. 

"I figured everything would be fine," she said, “I would continue to come 
once a week and still go to Nass." 

Meetings were held in privats hones or classrooms, including mercy College, 
where students who belonged to The Way managed to procure empty rooms, Despite 
warnings from her friends, Karen vas cening more under the group's influence 
and began going to daily fellewships. “They seened so absolutely sure of going 
to heaven," she explained, "and they quoted the Acts that "believers should 
fellowship daily" and the need to "do our best for God.' "Naturally you want to 
do your best for God, and since they knew the Bible so mvch better than I, I 
decided they must be right." In order "to learn God's word as I had never 
learned it beforc," Karen signed up for a “rower for Abundant Living" class, at 
a cost of $85. 

The three-week course consisted of listening to 33 hours of tapes. Note- 
taking was not allowed and questions were answered only at the end of the session 
-..províded you could renenber then. 

In June 1974, a nember from the state headquarters in Greenville, Mich., 
visited Karen at her home and they went for an hourts walk. They talked about 
how bad a state the world was in with its violence and corruptness, and how only 
God's word would heal the world. "At tho end of the walk, he turned to ne and 
said, ‘And you know, Karen, the best thing you could do for God is be a WOW 
(Mord Over the World) ambassador for a year', she said, "by that time, I thought, 
"yeah, I*11 do itt’. So I signed another litcle piece of paper.“ While the 
signature is not legally binding, Karen adwitted it was hard to break off, 

“They quote Ecclesiastes about it's better not to vow than break a vow 
with God," she said, “I had made a committment to God, and who wants to break 
a cormitnent with Hint" 

When Karen's parents learned of yer year's commitment, they tried to dis- 
suade her. "I told them 1 was going because I wanted to," she said, “1 told 
then it uas as if God had said to ne, ‘Karen, please fo and be a WO4 enbassador," 
And I was Z0 years old, so they couldn't forbid ne." 

Karon was sent to Texas where sho was expected to hold a part-tine job 
four or five hours a day, and tien witness for eight hours, She worked a variety 
of low-paying jobs _ waitress, chembensaid, department store clerk - and turned 
15 to 20 per cent of her small salary over to The Way. The remainder of her 
salary paid her rent, transportation, food and other expensos, The Way con- 
tributed no finaneial ansintauco, 


‘song STÀTE,ENTS NAS BY FEORLD DHILE Ij TUR "VAY UINIOTDY". 


"It doesn't matter why anynore. You soe, you aren't happy if you know 
, Why--you'ze only happy if you do it." 

"le can't afford to be out of fellowship for even 15-20 minutes. The 
adversary strikes us first as leaders! Be sharp.!" t 


"Control your thinking to recognize your position in Christ as a Son of , :: t 


"Be disciplined. Drive yourself. Vork heartily unto the Lord." 


"Get swasti Be sharp! Put word on first. You control your nind?! I 
van control what stays in nind." ‘ 


""e've got to rule our ninds--we've xot to put then, make them behave.” 
“Control your thoughts, rule then with an iron hant." 
metre disciplinedi--diseiplined. Don't underestimate the importance of 


, DAE 


details. Class is the batilo:vound, Tavpavation, discipline, and ` ^ 
believing with conviction vill win the battle 


"The rightly divided word is the only avenue for people to «et so o gonletely 
nealed." . 


"First responsibility tovar God is vorship--s. peakine in toneves. Then, | 
if ve have tire (and we do , don't e) ro hold férth the vor, teach it, E 
read it, drean it, ant love it.” 


"Push minuteman -- build iti Anerica avakes?" 


"Put word on role phtter. Mew people should know after coninz to 
fellowship: 
1. They've never heard anything lixe it before. 
2. They can get ansvers. 
3. The Fover for Abundant Living class is the best of Coats vord 
on a silver platter." Dno 4 


E 
Io: s SEMINAR Ol CHISTIAM FAMIIY AND SEX 
That does the tree represetn? “fruit Of sexual relationships "U 
That vas the orisinal sin? nasturtation 
hat is the risht anê wrong of sex? hor it's used 
Husbands exe never anything but little boys—so treat then like little 


toys to bring out the nanliness in ther 


m 
' 


The 


“RHE "BON" OF D203 70 DOR "ILTHESSING 


Get a pray-paratica partner. 

Use o street map to organine yonr teams of two (novor use 3's). 

Hit thon at prine tine Cony time). 

Renezber to iacck - 85% of all ásorbolil6 exo broken. 

Do zot secept the first or secerd or fourth "NO", 

Rather ack, "What do you know about The Way, tho Twig, the Bible 
Jesus Christ, Power for Abundent Living?” 

Begin with a rediont snilo aad stay enthusiastic. 

Politely exouce yourself if thay are net hungry. 

Leave everyone with a refroshing inprossion of the Christ in you 


learning conos in the doing. This is no JIVE! IT WORKGI! 


Remenber, you exo not selling anything door to door. The hungry 
ones will come to the Twig to register for the clase. 


Undershepherding is vatching ovor, not taking over. 


1. 


Show the person thas you Jove hin: . 

a. Conpliment hin - reinforce his good points (don't be a 
Beripture quotz2r, be zenlovs in your building up -- not in 
your reproving.) 

b. Do Little things for hin, M 

C. Let thes know that yeu ave willing to help thom whenever 
they nec it (oven at 3:COve. 

a. Be interested in that porzon's interests, especially his 
chief interests. 

e. Just schedule your person into your life (o.g., if you are 
going cut for a coke or coffeo, call them up and take then 
along.) 


Urdershepherding docs not stop with the class. . 


The love relationship started cucing the class should blossom 
in the days following the class. 


Build a knowledge of the Word in your peopie; ba appreciative 
of their questions and snswer those that you understand well. 
Put, do not try to explain things thet you do not understand. 
(There are people who Go understand and wo can ask them.) 


Be a faithful shepherd; cea your person everyday. A shepherd 


in tho Hast would not think of allowing his fleck to spend a 
doy without his prerence. (Hathhew 10:15) 


Zee Say Pe La E 


THE LIFE OF A VOM (WORD OVER ! OTA) ANBASSADOR ] Ld TT 
To. a effective ambassador for Christ, you must seo and know your purpose 
and goal: : 7 
Purpose: WOM's are sont forth to nake the accuracy of God's Word ts 
available, by establishing Twi fellowships in every area ard” 
, m community, so that everyone (without exception) in those areas 
and connunities has the opportunity to hear the Vord, to the 
point of coning into a knovledge of the truth. "E ais 
Goal: Yord over the Vorldt!! "Iu 


i 
RESPONSIBILITIES AND AUTHORITY , EL 
1. Your nain responsibility is to be out doing the Work of the Ainistry . 
- (walking and talking and living the Yond of God) a majority of the .. 
day. Suggested mininum is 8 hours a day. (YOU MUST REMEMBER--THESE |; 
KIDS ARB ALSO HOLDING DOUN PART-TRIE OR FULL TINE JOBS AS TREY HAVE . | 

JO BB SELF-SUPPORTING AND TITHE TO THE WAY DINISTRY--these comments are 

personal and not from The Vay Ministry.) ' 

2. You are to advise and work with the UOI family coordinator to establish 
Twig fellowships and run Power of Abundant Living classes. is 
3. You are responsible for neeting together at least once daily making the'. 
fanily of Ged a living reality. t B 

h. You are to gct a suitable job so that they wil] have enough incone 
t9 confortably live. Suggested nininun 1s 20-40 hours a week. : 
Se: You are expected to take one day off a week. E 
6. You are expected to be up by 6:00 am. and to be in bed no leter — 770 
than 12:00 p.n. 
7. You are responsible for staying in their assigned areas for the, tet . 
of service. Any exceptions will te handled with Rev. Barry Jones.’ + 
B. MNerital status of all nust stay the same during the tem of service. 


THE WORD OP COD SPEAKS HIGHLY OF THE PARULY, SO UE AS THE NEYDERS SHOULD: 
TAME THE TO BUILD AUD ESTARLISH GOD'S WONDERFUL LOVE IN OUR HEARTS, AS 
HENBERS OF YOUR VGN FAMILY, LET GOD'S LOWS BIND YOU TOGETHER IN THAT BOND 
CT FEMPMUTMESS, BROCHE AFAFILY 1H YOUR THINKING! IN YOUR BELIEVING: — 

IN YOUR ACTIONS! CORFORT ONE ATOTHER AND EXKORT ONE ANOTHER, WALK” " 
THE PATH OF VICTORY TÓGPTHZR AND YOU VILL SEE INCREASE, GOD HAS PROMISED. 
AYDIS FAITHEUL TO BRING IT TO PASS. MANY FEOFLE ARE LOOKING FOR THE PURITY | 
OF COD'C TOVE AND THE TICHIRESS OF A FAMILY. ONLY YOU Cat! GIVE IT TO THEM. 
{Personal note--notice your family is now The Vay tdnistry.) D 


E 


prom her 21, 1976 letter to College Believers: " ET 
"2 Co. ntas rE 9 on. ollege ^x 
f. Colece Anka sador  prograt fet 2 76- rerien aesa dors. These Fres. 
llege Ambassadors will be non-students who are qualified college people and 
‘now the ropes" of the college outreach. They will take a year to go to any - 
~ilege campus that the International College departnent requests them to go to. 
-ross the l.S. They could be a cazpus coordinator or they could be sent as -+ 
nenber of a fanily to open up a new carpus. In addition, this year we will be 


ning back to the original vision of a'!lay Hone near a canpus wherever there is 
liege work being done on a large enoust scale that we can have the believers 
“wing together as a fanily. 


roa a Hay 18,1976 page entitled VISION 

‘at about next fall? Do you realize if the number of College Antassadors doubled 
‘xh year, we would have 1,120 Amtaeradoxs? If the number tripled, we would have 
C80 ambaasadora. If each college anbasander signed up THREE other people, wo, 
"2014 have 2,240 autmecsteas Welding forth God's Vord over America's campuses? 

^X three people ín your mind right now and include then in your vision, your 
lieving. Moving God's Word is the rug’. exciting activity happening inthe 

ld, and you are right in the niddle o? it. 


CONTROL! 


' nearly Beloved Believers, April 1980 


Please allow me to illustrate a point. Upon the completion of tais sentence, I want 
you to put this grapevine down, stand up, quickly clap your hands together five 
times, and then excitedly cheer "Bravo!" I mean it. Go ahead and do it. (You're 
three sentences late already) ...... That's it! Tou did it! You movad your mouth, 
your lips, your tongue. You moved your hands and just gave yourself a rip-roaring 
standing ovation for TAXING CONTROL of your body, See how easy it is to make your 
body do what you want it to do. Granted, your mind might have been thinking, "Do 

1 lock as foolish as I feel? What are people going to think?" You know what I say 
to that? What difference does it nakeil! That's exactly what I'm trying to illustrate 
zo youl You dun't nave fo be controlled by other people. YOU CAT TAKS CONTROL OF 
YOUR LIFTS. (You just proved it if you meekly obeyed the above polite request. If 
you did not obey, I'm going to give you one more chance to PROVES to yourself that 
you can do it, Take it from the top, and this time DO IT.) 


OF, now that wo have adequately illustrated that you can take control of your body, 
set's nove on to the second element of control, the mind. From the above exercise 
you might have learned that your mind can tell your body what to do without the 
mind totally agreeing with full understanding. Maybe you stood up with hesitation, 
thinxing that maybe I was just kidding, or that you really would look foolish, yet 
you went ahead and did it. But now that you see the PURPOSE of it you don't need to 
Zcubt in your mind, you can do ít with boldness, taking control of your mind and 
zeking it confoss the purpose of the exercise, nazely, "I can taxe control and do 
wat I want to do, and I-don't care what others night think," How, again, I went you 
39 do something. I want you, upon completion of this sentence, to repeat the above 
?Xercise, this tine doing it with a smile in your heart, and with the boldness and 
Susto that accompanies a man that knows his purpose. 


Thank you. Tou may be seated, 


Joshua led the children of Israel into the promised land and begen to take control 
of the land that God had promised to then, His chosen ones. The first city that they 
conquered was Jericho. God's instructions were simple (sort of like mine in the first 
paragraph): “march around the city once a day for six days, without saying or even 
wiispering a single word. Then on the seventh day, march around the city seven tines, 
after which the trumpeteers are to blow on their trumpets and all the people are to 
shout a great shout." I don't know exactly what went through the minds of those 
children of Isr@el fcr those seven days, but judging from their usual mental stability, 
I dont* believe they went through the whole operation without doubting the validity 
of the instructions at least once or twice. Yet, because. they obeyed, and did what 
Ged said to do, the Lord God gave then the victory. 


In the original language, the word for Joshua and the word for Jesus are the sene. 
seans "savior." Jesus Christ is our savior. He is the one who saved us fron sin 
i the consequences of sin. He hath given unto us eternal victory and salvation and 
e seens to help others receive that victorious salvation, the ministry of recon- 
iliation. We CAM follow him to victory in our day by day lives. Why not take control 


The Way of Rhode Island a Biblical Research and Teaching 
3 Hemloct: Avenue # Cranston, Rhode Island 02910 » (401) 781-7337 [ 


See) XLI B rsi 
JHE DEITY OF JESUS CH4IST (Jesus is God 


ihe Way: "Jesus and God are not the same. Jesus and God were not from the 
beginning. Jesus Christ had a beginning that was independent, distinctly sepa- 
rate from Ged. The people who say that all things were created by Jesus Christ 


' contradict the first verse of the Bible which says "in the beginning, God created 
' the heavens and the earth." It is acceptable to call Him the Son of God, but 


not God the Son. 

She Bible: Thomas fell down before the Lord Jesus and cried out to Hin 
without any rebuke fron Hin, "My Lord and my Godt" (John 20:28). The Way teachex 
that this was just an act of oriental respect, Jesus was repeatedly worshipped 
and accepted it completely although He taught that only God should be worshipped 
(Matt, 4:10, Luke 4:8), Even God the Father commanded the angels to worship His 
Son (Heb.1:6), Jesus is the center of Heaven's worship (Rev., 5:6-18), Equal 
honor is to be given to Jesus as with the Father (John 5:22). The Father calls 
the Son God (Heb. 1:3, Psaln 45:6). 

Exodus 3:13-15 teaches that the name of God is oternally "I AM", 
the self-oxistent one, Jesus took that title in the New Testament repeatedly 
(Joh; © 56-58) and made belief in Himself as "I AN" tha test of salvation (John 
3:25). Others understood that He made Himself equal with God (John 10:33). 

Ged, The Alniphty, is the Alpha and Ouera (ev. 1:8). He speaks 
as One who is coming again (Rev, ABB Identifics Himself again as Alpha and 
Omega (Rev, 22:12, 13, 16, 20) In the person of Jesus Christ. Jesus is God, the 
Alpha and Omega, God is also the Stet and the lest, the clear identification of 
Jehovah God (Isaiah 44:6), this is likewise the title of the Lord Jesus (Rev. 
1:12-18, Rev. 22:13). All attributes of God (omniscience, onnipotence, omni- 
presence, the power to forgive sins and many others), are attributed to the Lord 
Jesus, To affirm that Jesus Christ is come ín the fiesh is to affirm that God 
took upon Himself flesh, or vas manifest in the flesh (I Tin. 23:16). To deny 
the Person of ünríst ín this sense is to mark one’as a deceiver and antichrint 
Q1 John 7-13). 

The name of Jesus means "God is Saviour", He is called in both 
Old and Hes Testanents Immanuel or fzanuel neaning "God vith us" (Isa, 7:15, 
Fatt, 1:23). His title is not only "Prince of Peace", but also "The Highty God", 
He is indeed "God over all blessed forever" (Rom. 9:5). The New Testament word 
Lord (Kurios in the Greek) is used to translate the Old Testanent word for Jehovah 
as God. It is the apcstates and heretics who deny Him as Lord and God (Jude 4), 


ON PRE-HXISTENCE OF CHRIST 
isted The Way: “Jesus came into existence at Pethlchen in Mary. He never Before 
existed," 
The Bible: “Before Abraham was, I Ah" (John 8:58), Jesus spoke of being 
loved by the Father "before the feund4tion of the world" (John 17:24). His 
glory was something He shaved with Father before the world was (John 17:5). Read 
also John 13:3, Coloss. 1:15-19. 


WATER BAPTISM . 

The Way: “Water baptism was instituted by God but only for Israel and the 
Kingdom and for a linited tine, Since tho day of Pentecost we are indced free 
from the Law and a part of that law was water baptism," The key text is Acts 
1:4-5 "John baptized with water ye shall be baptized with tho Holy Spirit," The 
only baptisn for Christians is that of the Holy Spirit (omitting the article since 
they do not recognize any such Person as the Holy Spirit). We are told that Acts 
2, 8, 9, and 19 do not nenticn water baptism, nor does Romans, Corinthians, Gala- 
tians, Ephesians, Phillipians, Colossians, and Thessalonians. (The only part of 
tho Scriptures they recognize for Christians), ‘he Way denies that Matt. 28:19, 
with its command of baptism was ever carried out by the apostles and denies that 
the expression "in tho nane of the Father, and cf the Son and of the Holy Spirit” 
was ever included in "the oripinal Word of God". No translations or manuscripts . 
are cited to support this remarkable claim,  Whorwille acknowledges his indebted- 
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. *ness to E, We Ballinger $ idess in this area and B D- 
. 4n oldér works on cults, bd 3 RACE 
: The Bible:' There are no translations of the Bible which omit the baptismal 
formula of Matt. 20:19, insofar as we aro able to discover. Every reference to 
baptism can not fairly bo made to spirit baptism only. It is not true that there 
, are no mentions of water baptisn in Acts. Acts 10:57 says "can any forbid water 
that these should not be baptized, which have received tho Holy Spirit as well as 
wel" This was a difficulty for Wherwille, He said, “hy did he include water 
here when earlier he did not? Because earlier he Spoke by revelation and inspi- 
ration: but after the day of Pentecest, the Synapopue was still used, along with 
much of the old law, sinco the great revelation of the Apostle Paul had not yet 
been revealed, ‘Therefore, Feter bring influenced by this, simply forgot aui 


water, both Phillip and the Eunuch, and ho baptised him, And when thoy both were 
come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caupht Philip away." 

The Scripture r«fevs to water baptism as boinp "Pneied with Him" 
(Coloss. 2:12, Rom. 6:3-5), which fits roing under the water and coming up again, 
Spirit baptism unites us to the body of Christ (I Cor. 32:13), typifying union, 
not burial. ‘here has been an unbroken practice of water baptien from tho time of 
the Apostles to the present day. Hodes have varied and interpretations of prace 
tice have varied, but baptizing with water is a 2000 yest old Christian practice, 


IHE HOLY SPIRIT, PERTECOSTALISN AED TONGUES i 
e Way: Rojects the Person of the iety Spirit and emits the definite 

article "the" in all Pible references to Hin. He is simply "holy spirit’ in us, 

not a person, Still zuch is made of receiving hely spirit, having power from on 

high and speaking in tonrues as the nost inportant manifestation of the spirit. 

In short, the termirclory and enphasic of bentacostalism is adopted, while the 

Person of the Spirit and Pentecostalisn itself is rejected. 

Tonpves-Speaking is taught to people in tems of vocal and physical 
instructions (as do many so-called charismatic groups). "You, not the Spirit, ' 
noves your lips, your tongue, your threat. You formulate the words...0pen your 
mouth wide and breathe in, You aro not going to receive any more spiritually 
within, You are going te manifest sonething out. When you havo finished a word, 
speak another word, fo not pay any attenticn to "hat you are saying. You are 
magnifying God no matter what the werds sound like." Cne does not have to worry 
about thirgs lake interpretation either. Since it is done in private, it need 
neyor bo interpreted, says The tay. 

The Bibla: The spirit is a Person, Jesus spoke of Him as such (John 14:16 
17,26, 15:7-8, 13-14, plus nany other verses), He is refcrred to as God {Acts 
533-4), possesses all the attributes of God. Tongues were a supernatural visite. 
tion by God, given spontaneously through the Spirit, and requiring absolutely no 
such instructions as mentioned abeve; There is not a line'in the Bible of ‘the 
directive nonsense written abovo, which amounts to outright religious quackery. 
The Way has taken from Fentecostalion its most appealing dectrines in terms of . 
at „actine followers, oriented to experience, and then rejected both the Spirit 
ef God and the moverent itself which has built its entire followine around 
tongues, Tho Way is a religion of picking and choosing doctrines from diverse 
Sourced and passing then eff as oririnal Biblical r search to peeplo who are 


not well taupht in the Scriptures. E 
GIFIS er PIRIT 


ve All nine manifestations of the Spirit, including healing, 
working miracles, prepheey aul athere ave Dotent du every Chavistian, ALL he 
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' needs to do is "operate them" by faith (based on their interpretation of ICor.12). 


Verse 11 of this chapter is made to teach that these operations of the Spirit are 
"to every man as he (the man) wills". We decide by faith. Ihe Spirit does not 
distribute according to His mind, "To another" simply means "another gift", not 
to another Christian something differing. No attention is paid at all to the 
figure of the huran body with its various parts variously contributing to the 
whole, which is the point cf the whole illustration, Thus any Christian can. 
exercise any spiritual gift simply oy making up bis own mind to do so and begin 
doing it (with a little help from someone from The Way), This is a highly tan- 
talizing prospect to many persons and almost an aspect of 'self-rdalization", as 
its called in modern thought, 

The Bible: The subject of the passage is the Holy Spirit and special | 
abilities which He gives for His service, The Way denies there is any such Person 
as the Holy Spirit (as do most other cults). These gifts Vary among Christians 
(as also says Romans 12:6). Christians have differing gifte ow varieties of gifts, 
Thus they should not exalt themselves above one onvther or think one is superior 
to another as vs. 35-22 teach in Ifor, 12. God sets those parts in the body, as 
it pleases God, not nan (vs.18, 2%). All do not have the sme gift (vs. 27 25 
Wierwille reeks to evade this by di-ferentiating "girt minieiyies™ from past 
festations", Yet healings, miracles, and tengues appear in more m one tio, 
The basic word for cift is "charissa" from which we get the word ai ia 2927) 
AlL Christians are charismatic (have gifts but not all have the same gi Pert 


DN THE SCRIPTURES by toin m 
dhe Way: trierstanding the Scripture is by a certain 
called "ripis dividing ibo Mord." By dividing up tho Word, it teschos that the 
Gospels are for Israel only. the epistlea ave for us, especsal ix, the Peu i 
epistles. It is particularly imperiant to hesr what Wierwi 11> Says peceuse e 1 
quoted as claiming to be "the greatsst teacher sinew the tire of Mie VR eren 
that he teaches by Revelation." That is cavtainis in the spirit of Joseph Sm 
of tho Korzons and many other onit Teadors. Jf it is by revelation, than of 
course his teachings are on the sane level as the Woni o: God and are to be 


ethod of Bible Study 


SCHOLARSHIP, RESEARCH AND LEAnNING OF LEADERS 
(75. fhe Ma P. Wierwille is a great scholer, having studied under many 
gteat teachers and taken the best of their “nowledge. He has attended many semi- 
naries and has great knowledge ef the original Biblical languages which enable 
him to^work the Mord" in a unique way. Members of his staff are said to be learn- 
ed in the Greek and Hebrew languages beyend that of ordinary men, Their trans- 
lations and insights are therefore supericr, They can teach their followers these 
languages and techniques so that they will be superior students and "researchers", 
Response: Ho record is given on “the May" literature of Wierwille's 
seminaries, degrees, academic attainments, ror of the teachers under whom he sat. 
No listiug is given of his staff in terms of their academic background or linguis- 
tic preparation, The leader is an ex-Congregational minister who has attended a 
nibor of schools but has no theolo: ical standing whatsoever in the Christian 
world. Ee has never had anything, accepted for publication by any recognized 
evangelical publishing concern on any subiect, let alone the matter of transla- 
tions, manuseripts, Biblical language or fiblical teaching, His own perverted 
teachings aro at variance with established Christian doctrine and the leaders are 
careful to conceal this when they attempt to infiltrate other Christian groups 
and lead people inte their movement, 


Fage 4 


The Way: Christ has died and paid for all our sins. We are free and that 
freedom is not only from the guilt and penalty of sin but freedom to do whatever 
we fedl is acceptable conduct, It is not necessary to confess our sins to God 
Since He has already forgiven then. We are free to continue any habits we have, 
or to indulge in various fleshly practices. 

Tae Bible: Christ has paid for our sins on the Cross but His work on the 
Cross 4s not a license to life as we please (Gal. 5:13). Sinful and defiling 
practices mark one as having no inheritance in the Kingdom of God and wrath is 
upon those who teach such license (Ephes. 5:3-6). We are to be separate from the 
world (1I Cor. 6:17) and love ít not (IJohn 2:15-16). We are to confess our 
sins (IJohn 2:9), if we are to maintain our fellowship with God. We are called 
to holiness, purity of life, body and vord. Unless we confess and forsake our 
Sins we shall not prosper (Psalm 28:13). We must acknowledge our sins and be 
Sorry for then or the Lord will not hear our prayers (Psalm 32:5, 38:18, 66:18). 
Any teaching which condones continuance in defiling, fleshly practices and denies 
the necessity of confession on the ground of Christ's finished work he» perverted 
the gospel and the Mord of God. Foul speech, use of drugs, sexual relations out- 
Side of marriage, hyprocisy of pretended love and preteeded epis itwalM ty, , have no 
place in the life of a Christian. If we practice these things we have never been 
born again, (X John 3:8-9). 


¥FSUS AND THE JEWS 
The Way: Casus was not a Jew but a Judean, The word Jew did not come into 
existence until 1775. Prior to this yoar the word Jew did not exist in any 
language. The first reference to it in the 18th century in the New Testement is 
Sinply a matter of later editions of sth Century translations. Jesus did not 
practice the form of religious worsbip practiced in Judea in His life. The Jews 
of eastern Europe did not dosvena fron these people who once inhabited Palestine, 
These deszcerdod fron the Khazars in the seventh century converted to being Jews 
but who now refer to themselves as boing Yiddish. 
The Bible: Tho word dew cccars 32 times in the regular versions of the 

Bible, particularly $n the book of isther in the Old Testament and in Romans and 
Acts frequently, The woman at the well in John 4:4 so recognized the Lord Jesus, 
In addition, Shakespeare wrote long before 1775 and had a character in the Her- 
chant of Venice called Skylock a Jew. Josephus, tho greatest of Jewish historians 
uriting in the innediate period of Jesus, wrote a book called the Wars of the 
Jexs, and used the term repeatedly. It abounds in ancient literature. The 
Statexents by Wierwill> are unbelievably bizarre and are renote from "research", 
Jesus differed with the Pharisees of his days but regularly attended the syna- 
gorua services, observed the Fasscver and major feast days and did other things 
associated with the spiritual life of one obedient to the Jewish faith, This is 
easily observed in tho four gospels. The history of Jewish origins in eastern 
Europe is debatable at best and not relevent to people's spiritual needs today 
in any event, 


ON SICKNESS 
The Way: "Tho next tine ydu get sick you say, "Look here, headache, cold i 

or whatever it may be, you have no power over ne, you were defeated 1900 years agoy . 

It says so in the Word, and I believe the Word, therefore get thee behind me." 

(Based on Coloss. 1:13-14 and “being delivered from the power of darkness". 

Booklet titled The Unqualified Commitment). 
The Bible: Was this the advice of Paul to Tinothy in I Tinothy 5:237? Did 

Paul repeat that fanmla to Trophimus when he left hin sick at Hiletus in 

II Tinothy 4:20? Is there no place for God to give grace to us in place of 

desired healing if its for His glory (liCoriuthiaus 12:7-9)? We are told to 

pray for the sick and many times God can and does raise them up when that is 

ms PaT But how can uo say on thc basis of God's Word that such is always 

S wi 
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` 7 GOING TO HEAVEN APTER DEATH 


e Way: "When you are dead, you are dead. There is none in Heaven now 
but Christ," This is the familiar doctrine of “soul sleep", 
The Bible: II Corinthians 5:6-8 teaches that "to be absent from the body 
is to be present with the Lord which is far better," £lijah is not dead, Moses 
is not dead, (Hatt. 17:3, Mark 9:4.) 


VARIOUS FZCULIARY DOCTHINSS 

1. "In the day Jesus Christ died", Wierwillo makes much of the fact that 
"Good Friday" was not the day Christ was crucified, He makes a big point of 
Saying "it is a serious matter to propagate error when we know tho truth^, He 
believes that the crucifixion occured on Wednesday. The big emphasis with The 
Way converts is made to show them how much the regular church and its leaders 
have deceived then, By contrast The Wey is shown to be honest and "scholarly e 
Of course, many Christians do int believe that Jesus dicd on Friday, mainly due 
to John 19:31 which would indicate that the Sabbath in question was other than a 
regular sabbath. However, they do not beliave that these othor convictions 
are “propagating error" while kvoving the truth, In fact, the day that Christ 
died should bo no subject of division anong true Christians at all. 


2. Another typical Wierwille enphasis is that Christ did not die betwoon 
two thieves, but there were "four", two of then thieves and two of them male- 
factors, trading on the tio different words used in the Bible. It is plain that | 
Jesus dicd betucen tro nen, not four, "one on either side and Jesus in the midst 
(John 19:18), but even if it were rot so, only a man seeking to make points with 
bis followers would enphasíee mmh a pedet ta sf fane followers by posing as a 
great revealer of new truth. 


SOME INFORMATION FOR YOU ON THE GROUP KNOWN AS: 
' THE VAY or Ce 
THO VAY INTERNATIONAL Ue 
The founder of the Vay Biblical Research Center is Victor Paul Y utile 


The Antroduction class offered by The Vay is called PFAL — Power Fo’ 
Abundant Living : wey 


f The organizational structure is a tree. The roots are headquarter: 
statewide unit is a linb. City units or area units are branches, 
household fellowship groups are called twigs. 


The. . 


“Young men and women give a year and sometimes several years of theix lives” 


witnessing, teaching, learning, and recriting new membera. This fis all. 


done without pay, The young people mst meet all of their own expenses, . 


“Lach class that you take requires a "donation." You must donate & certain ý 


enount of money before you can participate in the lectures. T" 
E Yay hes a college in Emporia, Kansas. It recently bought a Ronan’ 
Catholic ins stitution in New Rome, Indiana. 


Wierwille clains to have received a revelation fron God in the P of 1948. " 


At that time he was having problems and doubts, He orayed to God ‘tha: 
could have ‘the whole thing, unless there vere real, genuine enswers.' At 
that time, God spoke to him audibly, so Vierwille says, and told Wierwille. 
that He (God) would reveal the Word es it had not beon tought since, the ^ 
first century if Wierwille would teach it to others. m 


Victor Paul Vierwille has written a took, "Jesus Chriat Is Hot God," '' 


“At the end of the Power For Abundant Living Course, you are taught to' oben; 
in tongues. SIT this is called. You must have this for the external ae 
nanifestion of the new spirit, ' e we 


vad 


Did you know that The Vay is actively working to spread their "rightly u 
sivided Word of God" as taught be Victor Paul Uieruille—IN AVERY Som m^ 
THE UNITZD STATES WITH A POPULATION CF OVER 5,0007 


~The Vay does not use the symbol of the cross. They are told that the emi 

of tho cross is a symbol of death. ; t 

x 

“The Vay teaches that Peter dented Jeaus Christ six ‘tines and not tied. D 

How do they arrive at this? Victor Paul Wierwille says that the King Janes 

Version of the Bible is wrong. It gays there: before the cock crovs twice, 
thou shalt deny me thrice. That is wrong. He (Victor Paul Wierwille) 

says that ít ie suppand to read: before the cock crows tuice thou chalt deny 


mo thrice, Victor Paul Wierville gays that everyone knows that tro tines 
three is six, 


“The May says that it is not a church. It is not a religion. Tey say they, "m 


are only a biblical research and study ninistry.: However, they condemn the, 
churches and minintera of today saying they have no power. ] 


While In “the Vay, if you take enongh olansco...you will Jearn to heal anā ` nt 
perform niracles. 


The sane words that they use that 

c sane thing to them.’ Jesus is only, 
the son of God to then. To Way believers Jesus is not God, Be careful. .you 
ware not talking the sane languages fw : 


" The Way says that they do not have: a menbership, However, 
." differently to that Claim, ; 


Thé Vay claims that they are Christian. However, that is not true. , 


borrows from Several sources for its doctrines but combines them in & patchwork" . 
to forn a Specialized group of doctrines which, taken as a vhole, are held : AE 
by no other Christian Group, Ed i Aane : : 


Tae Vay does not use the Lord's Trayer. They do not use the Apostles’ “Creed, > ) 

They say that the Gospels (Matthew, Hark, Luke and John) have not much meaning — 

for us today, They aro written for the Jews only, e P pur XS 

The epistles of Paul are the nost important Part of tho Bible for tha ^ p. 

instruction of Christians, Anything that you want to hane your Jife on, - 
, &ecording to The Vay is found in the book of Ephesians, AES 


The Way denies Jesus is God. The Way denies that the Holy Spirit is a person.. 
The Vay denies water Paption for Christiana, ý FE sc ^ 
Tho Way denies that Jesus vas a Jer, t 


he Vay Bays that the only tzonslation. to use is the King Joras, And Victor 
Poul Viervillo semetinos says that that translation is Wrong. He cays ‘thas a 


The living Bible ig the vay of death. 


The Vay says that cach teliover can operate all the manifestations of the i 
Spirit es found in T Cevinthians i2. The May Says that 033 People have these i 
Gifts. "ictor Paul Wiemilte cen chow you how to .nanifest or operate then in H 
your liven, S 

The Way denies that Sickness is & part of tho wilt of God. In Lact the only fee 
Yeasen you would be Sick would be because your faith was low. Victor Panl " 
Tierville tells his followers that they do not need health insiranec, H s 


The Way denies the Trinity, : i i : 


The Scriptures Eust be understood by people only in Light of the way Victor its A 
Yaul Werwilie "rightly divides the Vord of God," : 


The Wey 83/8 that you do not need to confess yeur sins. When Christ died. ho 

Paid Lor all sins, past, prosent anà future. Boliovera of The Var are free " 
from the Cult end Penalty of gin and free to do whatever thoy feel is 

&.ceptable conduct, i 


The Vay cleins to bring fwilies together, when in fact they Gvide then. If. 
the family 6008 aleng with the new-fund truths of a Vay believer, everything 
19 fine. However, the Vay believers are hold not to argue. They yill say š : 
the "trath needs no defense," "take the class end then you will cou." They vx 

aré not to Get into debatos or negativo thoughts, The Way believer wili. 5 A 

not discuss all of the teachings of The Vay with you before you teke the class, : 


nd 


vore and nore Pecple are beconing avare 9f The Way and it's tactics, 
Prepared to inform the public of this. group, 


t Ht 
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+ NEXSDAY - 11/30/78 Statement by John Clark, M.D. a psychiatrist on the staff of Mass. 
t General Hospital in Boston, where he is working on a cult project. 


(Regarding statements of a Mental Health tean sent to investigate physical and mental 
turmoil caused residents in a small town in West Va., following a devasting flood): 
?...But variations of this scenario are to be seen after nearly any middle-sized major 
catastrophe, to a degree that would suggest that it is not the painful huran experience 
of tragedy that is important, but the Scientists! chance to be certified, publicized 
"experts" - who may also be improving their chances of qualifying for grants. 

But these disasters are not simple academic matters and are often far less trivial 
than one might judge from the short attention span of the reading and viewing public. 
These experts may, by explaining away the wn-understandable, be contributing to that 
short attention spanina way that is quite malign. . 

In the case of the Guyana horror especially, there are too many explanations by too 
many experts who have made little nore than a quick study of the news, and of the cults, 
before offering their formulations to an eager public. Almost all of then tend subtly, 
or in some cases blatantly, to ease the public's sense of alarm by blaming the victins 
themselves - when in fact the blame ought to be laid to those, such as Jim Jones, who 
bring such cults into being. One historian in recent days has even permitted himself to 
be quoted in the press to the effect that noe of this need have happened if only Rep. 
Leo Ryan, whose investigation of Jonestown, precipitated the mass suicide, had stayed 
home and not erfered." 

THE REAL MYSTERY, to me, is that so many educated people can express shock and dis- 
belief that a so-called religious organization could be so bloody, that its leader could 
have attained the power of Jehovah over life and death. 

PERHAPS THE PUBLIC WOULO EE MORE SHOCKED if they fully realized that their only access 
to information on cults such as Jones! has been strictly limited by the absolute inter- 
pretation of the freedom of religion clause of the First Amendzent, which inhibits the 
study of any organization calling itself a religion and which, mistakenly, abridges 
criticism of its practices. 

As a result, our supposedly free society is expected to put its absolute trust 
in the veracity and good will of cults whose existence is justified by a radical opposi- 
tion to their surrounding culture. 

The fact that Jones! cult has become one of the greatest disasters of the century 
has strenghtened general suspcion that there is something to fear in the rapidly 
growing cult phenomenon today. If we are to learn if those fears are justified, then 
the real experts must be heard. And they are the victims of various cult groups then- 
selves ~ those who have left these groups and the parents who have suffered for their 
children, seeing then maimed while the authorities turned their backs. WITHOUT THIS 
EXPERT TESTIMONY, THERE IS NO WAY THAT THE AVERACE AMERICAN"S IMAGINATION CAN CONJURE 
UP TEE VISION OF A HEALTHY, ADVANCING PERSONALITY CATASTROPHICALLY ALTERED IN A MATTER 
OF DAYS OR WEEKS - OFTEN CONVERTED BEFORE LEARNING THE NAME OF THE CULT AND ITS LEADER 
OR LEARNING OF ITS SPECIAL DOCTRINE. 

Such changes are easily effected by determined cultists,may be lasting and highly 
detrimental, and ray affect even apparently stable individuals. 

While a great many converts that Y have studied suffered emotional troubles during 
their earlier years and have led disordered lives, another large group, about 40%, had 
NEVER DEMONSTRATED ANY SIGNS OF MENTAL ILLNESS. Some cane from disturbed families; 
others did not. Some were unchurched or non-religious; others were well indoctrinated 
with their parents? faiths. Though recruitment has tended to focus on the middle to 
upper niddle social-economic classes, some, aS in the Jones cult, sot their sights on 
the deprived. 

Some political-terrorist groups are known to have practiced similar conversion 
tactics. It is not only late adolescents that were involved; indeed, recruits have 
ranged from the pre-teens through those in their 30s and older. 
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While it is not totally necessary for a living cult leader to believe in his own 


H 
! doctrines, it is likely that the sense of power over others, gained from the sudden 


conversions, eventually will convert the converter, thus increasing his own sense of 
invaluability and omnipotence. . . 

From all this comes the conclusion THAT THE CAPACITY FOR SUDDEN CHANGE. UNDER 
CERTAIN KINDS OF PRESSURE IS A PART OF VIRTUALLY ALL OF US. It is essential to the 
unbelieveable, even miraculous, adaptability of the human being to varied and changing 
environments. 

SO THE BLAME CAN NOT BE LAID ON THE VICTIM. It must instead belong to those 
absolutist-totalitarian oraganizations practicing sudden conversions within controlled 
environments, and which can sustain those changes long enough to set them permanently. 

When Joseph Conrad's "The Heart of Darkness" is repeatedly invoked by one com- 
nentator after another, as it has been in the aftermath of Jonestown, one begins to 
Suspect that the purported experts are reading one another's copy. They would serve 
the readers better by reminding them that the Manson massacre occured in the heart of 
Hollywood, and the Hitler cult religiously murdered its tainted minorities in a most 
civilized northern continent. 

Pggeniotriste and psychologists have especially disappointed those fanilies 
affect by cult groups by refusing to be involved if there is a hint of the least 
risk to their liviihoods or a challenge to the ways they have conceptualized person- 
ality in all of their work.** 

Even after the Guyana disaster, some are publicly reassuring everyone that the 
kids are just passing through another phase. United Press reported that a poll of 
the nation's psychiatrists revealed a general opinion that'First they lost their 
wills, then they lost their lives." And a senior official of the National Institute 
of Mental Health has declared that, far from there being any question of "brainwashing" 
what we are really seeing is just another brand of very high pressure salesmanship. 

Thais the ultimate trivialization - and a tragic one. | 

THAT THERE HAVE BEEN MANY FATALITIES FROM UNTREATED ILLNESSES, SUICIDES AND EVEN 
MURDERS BY THESE CULTS, RELIGIOUS- OR NOT, HAS BEEN KNOWN FOR YEARS - but not to our 
officials who have not wished to see. Psychoses have too often resulted from both 
conversion to and deconversion from such cults, and from the sheer bizarreness of 
day-to-day cult life. . 

And a subtle but mounting damage to the fabric of our pluralistic society, as it 
attempts to cope tolerantly with its growing and intolerant parasites, is becoming 
rore and more apparent. 

Only a recognition of the real dangers that such cults present, and honest 
reporting to an appropriately arroused public, will allow us to begin to repair this 
fabric. 


**(Editors note) This statement, except for a few exceptions, could equally apply 
to clergymen, politicians and the media. ] 
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Missing boy's mother MÀ 


enlists Branstad's help 


By FRANK SANTIAGO 
Register Stat Writer. 
Noreen Gosch enlisted the help of Terry Branstad in finding her: 
missing on during.a chance meeting with the candidate for governor in: 
a West De Moines office building Tuesday.” t. 
-" à: Gosch was waiting for am elevator in the West BS 
7 Towers Office Building, 1200 Thirty-fifth St., to go to 
her office at the Economies Laboratory where she is a i 
district secretary, when she met Branstad. 
t “He said, ‘Hi, Pm Terry Branstad,’ and.I said " 
Im Noreen Gosch, the mottier of the piscing West Des. 
i . fe Moines newspaper boy.’ . ` 
E “I asked him what i he could do to help me. ång he: i 
3 said he didn't know." . 
1 : $ Gosch asked that Branstad make telephone calls to: 
s MMS the authorities “to see what they’ 're really doing to stay: 
JOHN on the case. 

.  GoscH She said Branstad answered, "I will do ‘what T eni; 
andr requested that an aidé allot tinie iri today’y schedule to maké phone 
cal 

Bratistad said later, “I said I would check into it, I was out campaign 
ifig this morning and happened to run into her. Í said sure, I will be glad 
M Weare in tlie process of getting a report to sée if more cant be done > i 

elp:" 

Gosch. said she rode up the elevator With Branstad, “who was. very. | 
" gracious, very nice," i 

] Has the Republican won her vote? L | 
| 
i 
| 
j 


"T'vé not had time to consider what thë election is all ‘about. Whoever: f|: 
|. helps us will get my vote on anything. They'll have à friend for life,” shé 
. said, 
Her 12-yéat-oMd son, John, disappeared Sept. 5 as he begi his Wa 
Des Moines route to deliver the Des Moines Sunday Reigster. 
Police have been unable tó find any tracé of thé youngster. 
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By FRANK SANTIAGO- Ed 
Register Stak Writer ] 

A mystery man being sought by 
police may help them fit an 
important piece intó the puzzle of - 

., What happened io 
2-year-old 
ewspaper carriér 
John Gosch. 

The man. was 
driving a dark blue 
ar with Warren 
oünty license 
plates in the West 


borhood from which 
Gosch vanished, 
about 6 a.m, Sept. 5. 
it was about sunup, and the mam 
was seen by at least three persons, 
including Gosch, another carrier boy 
-and the parent of a third: carrier boy, 
| police say. 
He had. stopped hear Ashworth ` 
Road and Thirty-ninth Street in West . 
Des Moines to. ask how ta. get ‘to- 


mile-north of there. ‘ 

There-had' been ‘conflicting descrip: 
tions of the mañ whose car was 
believed to have had Warfen-County 
licerise plates, said. West Des, Moines 
Police Lt. Ray Fidler, . 

Now,. after. re-interviewing the 
witnesses. and combining, some 
3 geran, Fidler said a "reasonable" dė- 
H Scmiption i is possible, 


b 


Des Moines neigh-' 


Eighty-sixth Street in Clive, about a ` 


The man, police say, is in‘his 


mid-30s, weighs about 200 pounds, 
has dark hair over his ears, deep-set 


eyes and à dark complexion. Thé. 


interior of his car was described as 
"plush." 

Fidler said that affer directiéns 
were given, the man drove onto Thir- 
ty-ninth Street, near Valley High 
School, and headéd north “at a high 
rate of speed." Thirty-ninth is. not a 
through street north, but Thirty-fif 
Street is, k 7 

He said that investigators went to 
the, Clive neighborhood later and 
covered a mile-in. each direction, in- 
terviewing residents in an effort tò 
find the man; : 


Fidler said the mystery, man may , 


help provide:moré information about 
a second cat seen ini the are 
Fidler says is “moře suspicious. 
+ "It'g/a shot in the dark but we want 
to talk to him. Maybe | he saw the: 


described as-a-silver late-model HE. p 
Fairmont: with.a wide: black stripe- 


along the side or the" ‘bottoin, 
Fidler said the sécond car was on 
Marcourt Lane near Forty-second in 


West Des Moinés about the. time. 
Gosch was to begin delivering his. 
. newspapers, 


x 


+., peared, 


osch case ‘mystery y man" described cT 


“He said à witness, Mokibg froy 


second-floor window in a nearby 
5 house; saw the silver car, It was cir 


the Sarié side of the street where 
Gosch’s Wagon loaded with newspa- 
pers was found. D 

According to. the. vitres, Fidler 
said, the ear blocked ttie view of tie 
‘wagon: The car rülled up-to the stop . 


` sign, made.a left turk ‘north-on Forty; 


second, a thfough street; and eus. 


. Thé. Wagon remained on the 
sidewalk, Fidler said, but Gosch’s. 
small dog accompanying lim was 
gone. When the youngster's patei 
awoke at. their home. at 1004 For 
fifth. Street, the dog had, returned’ 
home. v E 

Fidler said 


persons ih the silver car, , : 

Investigators have been unable to 
find either of the cars, 

Gerald Sháhahan; chief of the 
Division ‘of’ Criminal Investigation, 
said investigators have uncovered 
about 5,060 of the. silver cars in the” 
state. ; 

*"[ don't know why wee nm 
unable. to find either of the drivers. 
Maybe they are involved and maybe 
they were there for à purpose they 


don't want to disclose."- Ba 


witness was unable" 
to determine if thére was one pr more 
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the inve: fgatio 


West Des Moines iewspape cárrier;- 
Say t that two days before their són dis-' 
é Spei mt Sómé 


tigatio of their son's disappéarance -| the eed, an awiut let of people ‘up 
5 fie preparéd to deliver his 


ave iffering ‘sketohes froma’ 
wa witnesses of thé man, last seen 
‘with the boy, Hé said police hà 
released: the sketches. beca 


he might want 
ice, officer whe ne" 


Ker: ir s . 
vate detéctive did this immediate! 
'whenlieeaméónthecase. v 


halt of £ -oùt Son's custome 


portant, Well: it 
ause this. man, béai 1 
blance to the composite” sketch « of the 


Please jure to Pag 


imimediately/". Noreen 

that police still liavé-nót released i 
composite- drawing ot- the-man- who ~i 4 
‘was: séen: talking to young John , the 

* morning he disappeared} " ! 
ueri Said policë hà ` 
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John Gosch 


HAVE YOU SEEN 
THIS YOUNG MAN? 


John Gosch disappeared Sunday, 
"Sept. 5, while delivering newspapers 
"in West Des Moines, lowa. He is 12 
years old, 5 feet, 7 inches tall, 
weighs 140 pounds and has blue 
zeyes and light brown hair. Rewards 
Yotaling more than $30,000 are 
being offered by The Des Moines 
Register and friends and business 
associates of the family. if you have 
hy information, contact Child Find, 
1-800-431-5005, or the West Des 


H 


‘Moines, lowa, Police 515-223-3211. 
: : 


LL fet purge 


Coma dp) APEA 


Title: dese: v 
' Johs Dy Gosch- Vieh 
Oraetes possite Kid wages ' 
Classification: ! 


Submitting Office: MEMPHIS 


bé 


BEAROHDD 
SERIALIZE 


FeI/003 


An overview of the 
Dental ID Program 


California DOJ is administering a 
program to assist law 
and coroners throughout the western U.S. 


Skeletal remains are unearthed in a 
desert. A woman's body is washed up on 
shore. The mutilated and scorched body 
ofa man is found ina vacant field. Many 
times in casts such as these, the identify 
of the bods is never known. To enhance 
the probability of identification, Califor- 
ted the first statewide Den- 
ion Program in the United 
n 1979. The program, which is 
administered by the California Depart- 
ment of Justice (DOJ). law 
enforcement agencies and coroners in 
identifying unidentified deceased persons 
by comparing their dental charts with the 
charts of persons reported missing by law 
enforcement agencies throughout the 
western United States. For example: 

On February 25. 1979, the San Diego 
County Coroners Office was notified of 
an unidentified deceased person who was 
Killer“in South- 
The dental charts of this 
homicide victim were submitted to the 
DOJ Dental Identification Program for 
comparison agi the dental charts of 
missing persons. The search resulted ina 
possible match with records of an indi- 
vidual reported missing by Milpita 
Police Department, which is 450 mik 
north of San Diego. The deceased person 
was ponitively identified by the San 
Diego County Coroners Office as the 
missing person from Milpi 

On January 25, 1981, the San Beinar- 
dino County Coroner's Office was noti- 
fied that two human legs had been found. 
A female torso, with head, legs, and 
hands severed, was discovered on Janu- 
ary 28. 30 miles from the location of the 
legs. The hands were not located, but the 
head was eventually found a month later, 
200 feet from where the legs were found. 


A forensic anthropologist confirmed that 
all body parts were from the same victim, 
The dental chart of the victim was sub- 
mitted to the Dental Identification Pro- 
gram. A search o! program files resulted 
in a probable match with dental records 
of an individual reported missing by 
Santa Ana Police Department in Orange 
County, which outhwest of San Ber- 
nardino County. The deceased person 
was positively identified by the San Ber- 
nardino County Coroner's Office as the 
missing person [rom Orange County. 


On October 27. 1981, the Tuolumne 
County Sheriff's Office located skeletal 
Temains in a wooded area, The skeletal 
remains consisted of a spinal column, 
right foot. and miscellaneous bones, The 
skull was not recovered and was thought 
to have been carried off by animals, 
However, one tooth with a porcelain 
crown restoration was recovered at the 
scene, The tooth was submitted to the 
Dental Identification Program and 
determined to be a central incisor. A 
search resulted in a probable match with 
I records of an individua! reported 
‘airfield Potice Department 
olano County. which is approxi- 
y 200 miles northwest of Tuolumne 
County, The deceased person was posi- 
tively identified by a forensic odontolo- 
gist as the mi son from Solano 


-County. There have been no other known 


cases in the United $ where an iden- 
tity was determined using one tooth. 


The idea for the California program. " 


was initiated by two San Diego dentists, 
Dr. Norman "Skip" Sperber and Dr. 
Robert Siegal. who specialize in forensic 
odontology the scientific study of teeth. 


enforcement agencies senang PILED, 


SEARCHED, 


NOV 2 6 1982 


LOMAA, 


r enthusiasm resulted in support and 

age of legilation which became 

effective Ja 1979. and requires 
that local law enforcement agencies and 

coroners supply dental records for miss- 

ing persons and unidentified deceased 

persons to th California Department of 

Justi u 

Ubid and California Health and Safety 
Code Section 10254). 


In accordance with the new law, the 
local law enforcement agency completes 
a DOJ missing persons report for a per- 
son reported. missing and provides the 
missing person's immediate family or 


requesting that they obt 
person’s dental records, After conferring 
with the county coroner about unidenti- 
fied deceased persons who may he the 
missing person. the law enforcement 
agency forwards the DOJ missing per- 
sons report and dental records to the 
DO} Dental Identification Program. 


Dental charts of unidentified 
deceased persons are submitted to the 
program by county coroners after they 
have exhausted all attempts to identify 
the individuals, These dental charts are 
compiled for the specific purpose of eom- 
parison with the dental records for mi 
ing persons. If a match occurs 
coroner who submitted the dent 
notified by the program and x 
tal records of the missing p 
itive identification. 


Prior to implementation of the pro- 
gram, DOJ maintained separate fil 
issing persons and unident 
deceased persons which contained physi- 


OCTOBER 1982/29 


E 
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DENTAL ID PROGRAM 


cal descriptors that were compared for 
possible matches. However, many times, 
accurate. physical descriptions were not 
availuble for unidentified dece, 

sons because the bod 

lated or decomposed. 

fingerprints. which provide a pos 
means of identification, were often diffi- 
cult or impossible to obtain from badly 
mutilated or decomposed bodies. 

‘The program has saved law enforce- 
ment agencies and coroners valuable 
time in their investigatians of missing 
persons and unidentified deceased per- 
sons by providing a means of positively 
identifying deceased persons using dental 
charts, The fact that many people have 
not been fingerprinted but most have had 
some dental work facilitates the use of 
dental charts and records over finger- 
prints as a means of positive 
identification. 

Mow important. the program has 
aided the families of missing and uniden- 
tified deceased persons by clearing some 
of the uncertainties confronting them. 

Since implementation, the program 
has identified 34 unidentified deceased 
persons. In many case». unidentifie 

ed persons were positively identi- 

ng persons reported by Cali 

fornia agencies hundreds of miles away 
from where the bodies were discovered. 
A majority of the persons identified, 28 of 
the 34, were victims of homicide. This 
included homicide victims in Nevada and 
Arizona who were identified through the 
program as missing persons from Cali- 
fornia, This was possible because law 
enforcement agencies and coroners 
throughout the western United States 
may utilize the program. 

The program has also provided assist- 
ange in identifying an additional 19 un- 
identified deceased indiy iduals for whom. 
coroners had possible names but could 
not establish positive identification. 1n 

, the program was able to fur- 
nish a missing persons report and dental 
records to the coroners to assist in estab- 
lishing the identity of the deceased. 

Dental records and charts of missing 
and unidentified dec 
maintained by the program l'or as longas 
the submitting agency es and are 
continually compared against incoming 
reports, The current file includes dental 
records for 650 missing persons and 375 
unidentified deceased persons. 

For further information regarding 


gram. contact the California 
of Justice; P.O, Bos 13417: 
California 95813; ATT 

Identification Program; 916 


coteta 
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People don't want to believe that 


Gosch case 
is just one 
of 150, 000- 


“By the Asociat Pins 7 : 
Á chili rain was felting over lova | 

on. Nov, 12 as John Gosch’s parents 

marked his 13th birthday Without 
im, Two months ag he piled th 

y Pal “his Wagon, left. on 

is West Des Moines newspaper foute, 

and vanished, `. - 

- On that. day, John. became a 

| statistic, one of 150,000 childrén who 

| disappéar? each “year; ‘according to 

Hohe P ind Inc, a -child-tracking, | 
agency with. héadquàrteis | iu "New. 
Paltz, NY: 

Jj Bul John is.4 unique statistic! He is 

the only Iowa child who is believed i F 

who is still 


have. been i 


000. children are 
“suck, as Séx 


| Unac Saeed v For 
Of the: 150,000, Child: 


ognition "Mr ET rivate hell. 
“Somewhere around į $ in the 
morning, the eyeballs pop: open and 
there we are thinking about our son,” 
said Noreen Goséli "When will. we. 
have to face the day wheh we say,- 
‘Johnny, we’ e going to have to give 
lw?" . 
John's wagon, stiti piled w | Des’ 
Moines Sunday Registers, was found: 
wo. blocks from his home in a nelgh-- 
hood everybody thought was. 24 


ased on witnesses’ accounts, his 
other thinks John was forced into aj 
| stranger's car at 6 a.m., 12 minutes! 


after. he left: home on Sept. 5. ned 


these things happen. in little Towa,” 
said Candy Gilchrist, who fornied a 
chapter of Child Find.in Des Moines: 
to help parents with missing chili 
after John disappeared, etes 
Sinéé then; she said; Tes. 


thorities told her that the appro: ache 
ing holiday geagon ean be. espécially 
j dangerous for children in busy 
| shopping mails, — *. 


_ Abductions have shaken communi- 
sk: 


givén rise to similar local ‘agencie 
across the country. This year, highly 
-publieized tragedies focused national 
attention on the problem of missing 
children, 

Law Signed 

President Reagan m a law. ast 
rhonth sponsored. by Representative: 

aul Simon (Dem., Ill.) and Senator. 

jpaula Hawkins (Rep. Fla.) to have . 
descriptions of missing children ' 
entered into the FBI's National Crimé . 
Information Computer: eal 

The two cases that moved the’ 
lawmakers were the disappearance: 
three years ago of 6-year-old Etan; 
Patz near a New York City school bus, 
¡stop and last year's kidnapping ot 
Adam Walsh, also 6, from a. 
Hollywood, Fla., shopping center. 
Etan has nàver been found. All that 
was found of Adam was his sevéred 
head, 

Within 10 days: of the disappear-- 
ance of John Gosch, Gilchrist said, | 
she heard of 10 other possible abduc-| 
tions or attempted abductions in: 
Towa, but there is really no way to: 
iow for sure because'no records are; 

cept. 

Data may become available sincé ` f 

the n of the new federal law. i 


Please turn to Page 4B. 
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Psyolsie’s tip: 


proves fruilless 


By FRANK SANTIAGO k E 
Register Stall Writer 
Sheriff's deputies and "police Went 
to a heavily woóded area north of Des 
Moines Friday after a clairvoyant’s 
tip that they might 
find information on 
3 missing paperboy 
ohiri Gosch, but the 
aearch , revealed S 
nothing.- . 
Glenn McDole, 
léf;of.the patrol 
bleib ot the Polk | 
County sheriff's de 
s: partment, said there 
JOuN ‘were ho’ immediate 


icum 


GOSCH plans to return to 
the 40-acre site, 


Seven men fróu the sheriff's des 
partment and the Johnston Police De- 
partment; including P McDole, 
searched the area on foot. H 

McDole sald the site west of the |- 

Margo Frankel State Park appeared 
to match the description provided by 
Greta Alexander, ‘the Delavan, Ill, 
psychic who lawmen int the state have 
++ often sought out for help. * 
i He said as the group shoved across 
the state-owned: land, they were in 
radio contact with. Alexander in 
Hilnois. “e 

“She said that. ry m to be the area, 
but she got tired. She has asked us to 
send her a map of the park showing, 
the topography of-it,” McDole said, 

“The “lawmen' may “return if > 
Alexender insists its the right area, he 
"sid. ^ ^ 

Gosch disappeared Sept. 5 as hey 
| Prepared to ‘deliver the Deg Moines; 
| Sunday Register ii WestiDes Moines; * 
+; Despite several leads, including, 

fi ovided , 
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Papers in U.S., Canada ` 


aid in search for youth | 


By FRANK SANTIAGO 
Register Stati Weiter 

From the Turtle Mountain Star, a 
weekly newspaper in Rolla, N.D., 
came this note: "We're off the beaten 


path, but who 
knows, maybe we 
ean help.” 


Alma Hugties, the 
advertising 
manager of the 
Pratt (Kan.) 
‘Tribune, wrote: “My ¥ 

‘prayers will. be with 
you...” i 

The Repository, a 
Canton, Ohio, 
newspaper added: 
“We pray he will be found.” 


A month ago, hundreds of letters 
from The Des Moines Register went 
out to newspapers in North America 
asking help in finding missing West 
Des Moines newspaperboy John 
Gosch, 13, He vanished Sept. 5 while 
delivering the Des Moines Sunday 
Register. 


The newspapers wete asked to 
] print, as a publie service, a small ad- 
4 vertisement containing Gosch's pho- 
tograph, a brief description of him 
and the disappearance. Also included 
were the phone numbers of West Des 
Moines police and Child Find Inc., the 
New Paltz, N.Y.-based organization 
that assists in linding missing 
| children. Y 
At least 150 newspapers have run 
Ithe announcements. They range from 
the Los Angeles Times to the 
Medicine Hat News in. Alberta, 
Canada, to the Laramie (Wyo.) Daily i^ 


SOHN 
GOSCH 


"News of the disappearance of one of 


Boomerang to the Turtle Mountain 
Star. d 

Scores of leads have come back to 
Des Moines — either to the police, 
family, or The Register — as a result 
of the ads. None, however, has 
unlocked a crucial bit of information. 
Gosch's disappearance remains a 
mystery. 

The disappearance, noted David 
Walker, publisher of the Emporia 
(Kan) Gazette, “strikes ċlose to 
home. d 1 

“With children of my own, all past 
and present carriers, his disappear- 
ance” was personal, said Walter. 

Paul Drohàn, managing editor of 
thé Brandon Sun in Brandon, . 
Manitoba, said, “I have three children 
of my own — all younger than John. 
My heart goes out to his parents. May 
whatever kind of a God you and 
John’s parents turh to show his mercy 
by lifting this burden." . i 

Added the Kittanning (Pa.) Leader- 
Times: "Our prayers go out to his : 
parents that he be found safe and 
sound.” 

Some newspapers pledged to run : 
the hotice repeatedly, and one" 
publisher said it would appear each ` 
week "right up until Christmas time." 

Jack Overmyer, publisher of the 
Rochester (Ind.) Sentinel, said, 


your carrier boys was most disturb! 
ing, to say the least.” 

The notices. triggered feature | 
stories, Reporters, handed the notices ; 
by their editors, were told to develop 
it into a story. 

A reporter from NBC News read 
the Gosch ad'in the Washington Post. 

"We were wondering why," the- 
reporter said Thursday, "the Wash- 
ington Post was running this notice 
about a missing boy in Des Moines." 

The reporter said NBC now is con- 
Sidering doing a story of its own on 
Gosch’s disappearance. 
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LOT you! TE 


‘in Hew J Say. 
not John Gose 


By. FRANK SANTIAGO 
Ret Statt Writer 

A. Youngster found: in New: per 
recently was not missing. West Thes 
Moines newspaper cartier Jóm, 
Gosch, althoirgh 
ere Were similari- 
tiés between, the 


Aes ais in dci Rin il ema 


$ 

yoimgsler didn’t have i 

birth mark-an his:-chest; 

` dogs. wa 
+ "It didn't cheek Out, At siiahah 


5 while. preparing to -deliver the Bes. x 
Moines Sunday Register, " ‘vanished 
without à trace, 
“Police stilt: consider hit 
person. ~ 
said’ Shanahan, (We've havaia lotof 
leads but we'vé comè ýp with nothing. 
Weare working ona faw-right now.” 
“He declined to say what they were, ip; 


Th (05% — A 


a 


Fever? 
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| Missing boy’ S parents say” 


detectives located suspect 


By KEN FUSON 


| Register Sti Writer 

"The mother of rhissing West Des 
Moines paperboy Johi Gosch says ^ 
| private investigators have identified. 
a mah Th believe 


they oe no. 
suspect: 
er à vió 


ives oF why ens 
investigators. hired: 


the family- 
JOHN C ‘believe they have . 
GOSH ion about 


fier son. But she, said the man 
resembles an artist's. cómposite 


ón the morning her son disappeared, 
West Des: Moines Police Chief 
Orval. Cooney and: Gerald. Shanahan, 
director of the iowa: Division of 
"Criminal Investigation, said 
| Wednesday they have.received rio in- - 
formation from the. bóy's parents or 
‘trom. their private investigators 
ábout a possible suspect in the case,  " 
A3 a result; Cooney: and; Shanahan: 
sald, they couldn't say whetlier the in- - 
formation. might be valuable to: 
finding the boy òra suspect: ’ : 
“If they: have a suspect, they should: 
‘be sharing it with us,” Cooney. sai 
idon't mean to be taking away from. 
the private detectives, but they jut 
1don't ave the tools we do.” 
“Positive Stroke” . N 
Noreen: Gosch-called thé informa- 
tion "à. real positive. stroke for our 


| family.” Her husband, John, said-the’..~ 


“man, he said: “We.don’t want them to: 


family remains “hopeful” the boy is. 
still alive. : 
` Jólin David Gosch, 13; was last seen |. 
shortly after starting, his Sunday. |: 
morning. newspaper route; Author 
ties have been. hard-pressed to fii 
any clues. Since: the: Sept. 5 disappear- 
ance. 
Tn astáterent released Wednesday 
afternoon; Noteen sch said: “A 
‘stispect Has been: idéntified- and is 
currently. under iiivest igation by tlie 
piivate detectives working for thé 


-Gosch family, No further information |. 


can be released at this time due to the |. 
ongoing, investigation: ms 

Bhe.said a tearn of as-niany-as five, 
investigators. headed’ by Dennis Git 
Whelan of Or has talked to the 
she dec te Say what he told 
. “They have- been working on 
” slie said. 


thes 
this for several weeks 


Private Detéétijes ` 

The. family hired thé detectives |, 
after becoming dissatisfied with the | 
work done by law enforcement’ àu 
thorities: 

The missing boy's father said au- 
thorities won't be. called: in until 
private investigators. have a. chance, 

to “fine-tune” their work. Asked why. 
West Des Moines police: and: DCI 
agénts haven't béen notified about the 


louse it up, to. bé very’ honest with 
you" . 

His wife said réleasing the infor- 
mation now wit UE help. thé work being 
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roel 


doné by private investigators, but she | 
declined to say how, 
Shanahan. said’ authorities. want to 


talk with.the family and the private 
-investigators, but hé said the family 
hasn't been cooperative. “We may 
have thé same information,” he said," 
"We don't know.” 


family might Hamper the prosecution 


and if ‘he doesn’t match previous de- 
‘scriptions. Chief Assistant, Polk 
County, Attorney Ronald Wheeler said 
[lhe couldn't: comment. without. more 
j information. 


“No Suspect 


| tied a FA “i wish them the. bést 

ick. d? he said, 
estigators. 
| "T don’t care who doës.it, Í just hope 


is offering. se] araté $1,000 rewards 


gars. that: were. im the area” the’ 
Morning the boy was last seen, 


| as à gray or m caf with ne, 


ést Des Moinés. 


-two-tone blue automo- 
possibly a:two-door,. seen, at th 
Forty-second Street 


p 

M Ashworth Road: The driver ap- 
arentiy asked: directions to Eighty- 

sixth t, 


s 


Gose ches delay yule celebration 


Hesaid information released by the ` 


of a suspect, if onè ever is arrested . 


Cooney. said police have not identi- , 


pne of us. gets. at done, and we ge the 


glice Department 


| for information about: each of two |. 


widé and contrasting stripe on its. 
side, which was. seen. at. the intersec- f 
Cold Street and | 


Police: said the other ear was"): 


cars is asked, to gall- 223: aut. or 
281-5138. .- E 
Reward Money ` 
Eooney. said at Idasb $33,0 d 
reward money has been pledged’ for 


- information leading to. thé locátion of |. 


the boy. The Des Moines Register and 
‘Tribune Company is offering a $5, 000 


` reward for’such information: - 


. "It's fine,” the eldér John Gosch i 
sajd of thé reward offers, “but this 
comes after 5% ‘months. Why didn’t 


' His wife. said tiér family Will not 


, celebrate Christmas until the boy is |. 


found. "Untif we havé Johnny,” she, : 
said; “we're not having Christmas." 

She said the farnily-is “more that 
óptimistic" about thé information, |. 
reléased Wednesday, “This ‘is: a. very! 
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| By Rick sos’ 
Register Stéit Writer , 
-State investigators have questioned 
à witness in the disappearance. of: 
West Des Moines paperboy John 
Gesch but say the 
nterviews haven't 


j suspect last week by 
cosch he missing boy's 
| parents, B 
But:Shanahan- Šai m DEL, consid: 
ered the mata. witness: or “a. 
of informiatión at this: point,” mot a 
suapéct.. 
| “What he’s: told ug so. far doesiit 
givé.us "any leads 
boy's]. ‘whereabouts,’ Shánatian said. 
“At this point; He said, "we're 
trying to determine whether hé dees 
| or. does not have informa 


;oschi c case. e witness questio ned; no leads. 


. aboüt two ears that were in the area 


. the rnam is, where he lives or what 


his {fhe Goset 


Sépt. 5 shortly after starting his Des 
Moines Sunday Register mewspiper 
«> 7. Not Notified: 


route, 

wo Cars Seen « ze ‘The missing boy's father, ; ohm, said’ 

ame DCI and West Des Moines: last Wednesday that the family Hada’t | 

police have-beón seeking-information tified the DCF or West Des: Moines: 

lite. about the man, adding: "We. 

* don't want (hem to louse At up, to be 
„very honest with you." 

Shanahan sald Mondaj that law en- 
forcément; investigators" were already: 
aware of the man before ihe Gosch 
farnily: released theif. statement lost 

week, althougli they had. “purposely 
planned” not to question him earlier. 


after becoming dissatistied with 
efforts of law enforcement officers, 


the morning the boy was last seen. 
Shanahan sald investigaters are 
“still looking for. the cars.” Inter: ^ 
views with tle Witness yielded “no 
reason to’ believe’ that, thé.man was. 
driving either of the vetiicles, he said, 


But. Shanahan would ‘not say. who., 


‘possible connection he has to tlie ease... 
The. missing boy's mother, Noreeir 
Goseli,, released a. statement: last 
Wednesday saying that."adtspect has 
been identified and is currently-under 
investigation, bý the private dete¢- 
tives working for: the Gósch family.” A 
She said the. man resembles an 
artist's composite drawing. of a. 
persoh seen iti the area tlie morning. informato about the man, sayin; 
her son disappeared. “When the timescomes that it can 
The fámily hired the detectives. ven ll be given.” 


Shanahdn’s commen} "is a: lie" to 
cover up: the implication that state 
agents had not been doing their duty. 
“They. [DCI agents] did not get the 
informiátion about the man nátil last Jf 
“Thursday,” shë said. “The reason T 
know. is that we were. the ones that |. 
supplied thétn with the information,” 
Ske declined to release.any. specific 


Noreen Gosch said Monday fhàt | 
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Dare 
" Gosch, the boy's. mother, 
sáid ye" about six of the 76 psychics |; 
ipplied information: that was used, | 
imely for searches of wooded areas... 
‘not getting-my hopes up," Gosch. 
of the arrival of the East Coast’ 
| psychic: “You have to: hold. yoursélf 
|, back on every lead because we've had. 
so many disappointments, MEE 
< The psychic; she said; got the infor. T 
mation about her son from a: local | 
sheriff-and telephonéd Des Moines: 


Kowii only 
“John,” thi 


ppe é 
Gósches" West-Des Moine home with 
Ouija board spell out à Des Moin 
Sat 


SL ALZA Le 1 p 


JAN 2 1 1983 


FBLOMAHA 


The "family, E 
psychics with. tion: 


have 
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Submitting Office: 


ps like the. 


JAN2 1 1989 


F8LOvAgA 


FBD 


"| ties: Police are not wil Out lédds. 


! problem." i 


- not developed all areas.” . . 


| to get the Gosches to: agree to an || 


P 


Jehnston wants | 
Gosches to talk 


Ineasure liow much of the blame. 
j “The thing you can say for police i: 
that they've been through. many in 
tions before ai 
where they've. hi 


Calling the Gosch disappearance “a | 
major case; Johriston said, “I have to. ] 
list. this. as one of the I ighest priori- 


They're not at a dead end. They have 


He said attempts were being made 


“This isan interview. ey arè not 


‘suspécts and there is no-evidénée that 
[ points tó- that. Anybody: who thinks 
that is wrong, That's just wrong." 
Gosch said he wanted to discuss tlie 
interview with his. attorney. He 
dded; "We have aiiswered all the 
uestions they've: put before us, 
fore." h ] d 
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which has extended: help. tó. the West 
Mothes police, says, “T k 
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bored fliers to be: sent around;the:nationzin.hópe 
hany, 


P The Gošches have formed aun; Help 
is chapters other cit ch. said the 'gidup Ras 
fi inny, he said, thi group 
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today. 


thing of last:Sept. deliver: 
- Des Moines ‘Sunday: Register, 
wagon aiid small dog, Gretel 
* Shortly afterward ‘he: vanished] 


stra now that: the J 
alive, although. they say 
asis.-or that:béllef. The 
ested DCI Spaeiat Agent- 
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COUNCIL BLUFFS BUREAU - 


ional pornography groups have’ 
beeri; recruiting children in lowa-àhd 
Nebraska,.a Council Bhiffss 


escapades, for child pornography films’, 
and. for sale to molesters;,according to 
Beverly Bequette, motheriof à boy held 
by a'convicted sex offender for 18 
, Months, and Dennis Whelan; Taka 


IU 5D. — AINDEXE = 
sanoni asa 7m 


MAR 1 4 1983 


him, and the MENSEN | 
(ce; wasn't newsworthy. . 


FBUDOS 


Eamilies pf missing children every- 
where encounter the same answers, she 
said, yet, today there are more than, 

* 5000 ay youngsters in the nation, 

Some chil ren, she Charged, a are in- 


ciety, whose motto is "Sex by eignt or 
it's too; late.” 


sades Should look for mjs 
PS children at feast as diligently as 
they: look: for stolen cars, and should 
face. missing“children and child mo- 
esters ona national computer network 
so apprefiension is easier. 
—Parents should have their children 
finge xinted and should. keep other 
for use jn case their youngster 
is S abducted: ‘She favored fingerprinting 
' pupils School and keeping prints . 
there. ^ 753 
«4 Parents and 1 teachers should warn __. 
‘the ways molesters en- ^ | 


as "help me find my" 


[:553 ME 
E rd be'chenged so county . 
rüeys could, not dismiss charges 
` against child molesters without consplt- 


H e children to go with then, Molesters,_..: giris-wig- people: 


ing with, Judges, victims güd, th 
parents. 


Charg 
The Douglas. £ -i 
fice dismissed y. 


Okla., the day before Holmait] picked: vp 
Todd in 01 , the record shows. ~: 
Two women in the audience.of about. 
30 said they had been the-victims.of Sex. | 
attacks by their fathers when they-were: - 
"children, The merita! scars; have never 4 
healed, “and children Ta ‘by | 


strangers face the same; 
, the women said, 


‘tographs. of ‘two. E 


are among three 
days, 


Gosch organization, is: dquartered at! 

the Beguettes business, Handicap Mo 

bility, 511 E. Locust St., Garter" Pake | 
3. * bc n 
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Fs The ases: 
that Iw enforcement ‘Officers investi: 
^the disappearance of 13-year-old: 
Danity Joe Eberle have noted: the 
} reseinblances. . 


or:Sunday; Sey 
Danny. nea 


parents, . Mr. and: Mrs, 


evue, He-was-last seen at 


am. [eos when-he'pi 


į tomer route. "E: 
‘Understand’ the Stags es” 


escaped the attention. of Johniy's. 
rents, John: äh bie , Gosch:of is 


So similar 


i Johüny Goseh, a newspaper carrier," . 
f wasizwher tie. disappeared: tronra Des. '. 
iM 


nie live at Heatley View" 


deupthig à 
H papers aiid started out on dis Tücus- 


ré. similarity of the- SHuations has‘ 


one reat Spee pe a mee rep ana 


j ohnny Gosch's Parents See Sim | 
"M 


anger 


Miss, -Eberle ‘has: told. ine, ‘Yoykdo un- 
‘derstand. ihe stages” we 
through dont you?” . 
Mis, Goscti; 39; sald some" of those 
i lade 


children” 


fi tiavedéld: 
ike ome over to-be wi 
would care’ to tive: us, 


ety: Of your à ‘tt E 
“You: wonder: ow 
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St. Pout Sunday Pionezr Press 


Xidnapped bey reportedly seen 


By the Chicago Tribune 
DES MOINES, Iowa — Johnny 


Gosch, the Des Moines newcboy- 


kidnapped from his delivery route 
18 months ago, has made sevcral 
desperate attempts to identi 
himself to strangers and to flee bis 
captors, according to his family 
and private investigators. 

Officials at the Investigative Re- 
searca As £ency, the Chicago firm 
iy, are reluctant 
locations and 
ents for fear of 
the boy. But an £j 
man who hes been 


and they crossed a nearby field. 

She said she thought they were 
entering the rear of an apartment 
complex, but, the investigator said, 
they apparently circled back to 
their vehicle and drove away. 


Though the woman alerted po- 
lice, they found nothing and 
thought it was just a father disci- 
plining his son, the investigatór 
said, It wasn’t until the woman saw 
Johnny's picture on a television 
show about missing children last 
October that she made the conaac- 
toa, na said. 

He said tat in anot 


‘through: once last August, when his 


older brother and sister answered 
the phone-and heard hin 
help and for -his mothe: 
someone quickly slammed down 
the receiver, and once last Wednes- 
day, when Mrs. Goscb says 
received three calls, each less th 
46 seconds long, Irom 
“He said, "This is Joh: 
‘Are you all right?’ He si 
His voice was siurred. 
been drugged, and he 


are ye 


im publie 


one slammed down the phone.” 
On most of the occasions wh 
Johnny has presumably been si, 
ed, th» investigator said, he 
seemed to be in the custody of two 
men and “pretty muck under 
Wraps." 
One of the 


age 


itnassez 


gea naut 


iin-Times 


: mi" Youth tried to flee 
Mom's . captors, mom told 


took a while. But eventual- 
ly the news got to us. We 


By William Braden 


plea to. | 


son's 
captors 


West Des Moines, Iowa. 
The boy, Johnny Gosch, 
reportedly was seen in a 
. southwestern city, trying 
unsuccessfully to escape, 
from his captors. 
" His.mother, Noreen, 


Now that we know for 
certain. he’s alive—and Fd 
like you to print this—we 
just pray that whoever took 
him will reconsider, have 
mercy and release him. 

“We love our son, and we 
want him back." ^ 


Details on Page 10 


Lt. Joseph P. "Mahoney. head ‘ot Chicago's missing 
pessoas .pection. (SunrTimes .Pholo. by .Kathieen Reeve) ` 


Johnny Gosch, victim of 
one of the nation's most 
notorious child kidnap- 


- pings, reportedly has been 


sighted alive with his ab- 
ductors. 

His mother, Noreen, told 
the Sun-Times she was no- 
tified Wednesday that the 
FBI and a Chicago detec- 
tive agency have confirmed 
8 report that the boy tried 
to escape from his captors 
in a major Southwestern. 
city. 

Johnny was 12 when he 
was abducted in West Des 
Moines, lowa, by two men 


who pulled him into a car- 


while he was delivering 
newspapers the morning of 
Sept. 5, 1982. His parents" 
heroie efforts to find him 
have received national pub- 
ticity and an outpouring of 
support. 


‘Please help me’ 


Mrs. Gosch said a wom- 
an on March* 2 saw two 


.men chasing & boy down a 


street in a large city that 
investigators have asked 
this newspaper not to idep- 
tify. She added: 

“The boy ran up to the 
woman and said, ‘Picase, 
lady, help me. My name is 
dohn David Gosch. At that 
point, one of the man 
grabbed him, twisted his 
arm behind his back, and 
dragged him away.” 

Mrs. Gosch said the 
woman reported the inci- 
dent to police, who dis- 
missed it as probably. 2 
“family situation.” But the 
woman remained deeply 
troubled—and then she 
saw dohnny's photograph 
on television last October 
during the airing” of 
“Adam,” a drama based on 
the kidnap-murder of 6- 
year-old Adam Walsh. 

The woman recognized 
him at once, said Mrs. 
Gosch. "She went to the 
authorities again. And it 


put our private detectives 
on it, and—with the co- 
operation of the FBi—we 
got the report. It was John- 
ny. And he’s still alive.” 

“We and the FBI 
checked. it out,” said a 
spokesman for the Investi- 
gative Research Agency, 
1921 N. Harlem. “And 
we're both convinced it - 
positively was Johnny. So 
now we start all over again, 
backtracking from there.” 

An FBI spokesman in 
Washington, D.C., said the 
agency cannot comment on 
an ongoing investigation 
and declined to confirm or 
deny the report. 

“L have mixed emotions 
now,” said Mrs. Gosch. 
“Yes, | heard he was still 
alive. But 1 also heard the 
men grabbed him a second 
time. And my thoughts are, 
what did they do to him for 
trying to get away? You lie 


- awake in the middle of the 


night and you wonder, 
what have they done to 
him by now? t 
“Parents whose children 
die experience tragedy. 


"Those whose children are 


found murdered experience 
horror, tragedy and a lot of 
pain. But to have the case 
go on and on for months 
has an unusual kind of 
stress that could literally 
kill a person. A lot of par- 
ents just fall apart. They 
resort to drugs and alcohol 
to relieve the pain. I've 
been told 90 percent of the 
families end up in divorce. : 
“My husband and I are 
not the same people who 
ntet and fell in love and got 
majried. This situation has 
foreed us to be extremely 
asserlive and downright ag-. 


_ gressive, to Tight for our 


child. Those are not the 
qualities we saw in each 
other im the beginning. 
Now we've had to reassess 
each other and get ac- 
quainted with twa new hu- 


-Kidna 


oe Makha. 


Jaken PUG) Sohool Year 


| man beings—and reach out 


. every year. 


4. 


-him ba 


for each othar instead of a 


' bottle, ‘reach out for each - 


‘other instead of walking 
away. Because if we give 


up, who's gaing to look for- 


Johnny? . 

“Now that we know k 
~ocertgip he's al vean, 
like you to priat 
just pray that whoever t look 

wil reconsider, have 

And release him. We 

love pur son and we want 
ck.’ 

Mrs. Gosch ond ber bus- 
bend, Jehn, both 40, are 
the parents af two other 
childaen now in college. 
They have founded & non- 
profit corporation. They 
sponsor abduction aware- 
noms programs. To help fi- 
nance private detectives 
and mailings of fliers, they 
have sold 18,000 candy 
ban with Jahnny' * picture 
on the wrapper. 


Vast problem ' 


Their search for their | 


son has dramatized” the 
plight of missing chil- 
dren--and the shortcom- 


ings of jaw, enforcement , 


Agencies. 

Mare than 1 million chil- 
drea are repasied missing 
Maat are 


Takon Febr. "42 


ducted by parents. The ^ 


vast majority return home 
within a few days. But it’s 
believed more than 50,000 
are abducted by strangers, 
and perhaps 2,500 are mur- 
dered. Nobody knows for 
sure. That's part of the 
problem. 

The Gosches were out- 
raged when, they said, their 
loca! police chief refused ut 
first to treat Johnny's dis- 
appearance as an adbuction 
and delayed in alerting 
other Jurisdictions—despite 
the testimony of five eya- 
witnesses. 

. Johnny's name eventual- 


Noreen and John Gosch Speak to a St. Louis ai 
ASK Me ab- Mobwork inst Monday. 


(Photo for tha Sun- 


ken BIE? School Year 
ly was entered m tne mwa- 
tional Crime Information 
Center computer. Under 
the 1982 Missing Children 
Act, parents can ask the 
FBI to register their chil. 
dren with the NCIC if local 
authorities refuse to do so, 
But that doesn’t automati- 
cally bring in the FBL 
"There's à misconop 
tion,” said Lt. Joseph b. 
Mahoney, head of ice 
go's missing persons sec- 
tion. "If a juvenile is in 
NCIC, people think some 
agent picks up his hat and 


- his aitache case and goes 


out looking for hím. But it 


pped boy 
alive? 


Jon DAVID GOSCH 


Times by John G. Kropt) 


These are two composite 
Qrawings ot one of Johnny 
Gosch's alleged abductors. 


udience about the National Child Victim 


doesn't work that way." 
Unless there is support- 
ive evidence of an abduc- 
tion within FBI jurisdic- 
` tion, the name simply re- 
mains op file—and maybe 
ps up someday when the 
fosenile aurfaces some- 

where, or is fo 

Last year, 11,328 juve- 
, Biles ware reported mining 
in Chicago (6,055 girls and 
5,274 boys) Of those, 58 
gir and 17 boys are still 
missing. One 16-year-old 

boy was found murdered. 
Chicago’s missing per- 
sons operation has been re- 
organized and computer- 
ised since the, 1979 convic- 
wr pé multiple killer John 


When any juvenile ia re- 
missing here now, 
said Mahoney, the beat of- 
ficer on the scene notifjes 
the section's hot desk and 
: the information is entered 
in the hot-desk k computer. 
Alr children of "tender" 
years” (through age '13) 
and al} juveniles, believed 
endangered aleo are immo- 
diately entered in the aec- 
tion’s storage and informa- 
tion retrieval system com- 
puter (STAIRS) and in 
NCIC. All other juveniles 
iare entered in beth 
STAIRS and NCIC if they 
have remained missing: for 
saven days. 
‘Provides links - 7 

“They stay in STAIRS 
forever," said Mahoney, 
"even after they're found. 

we can go through’ 
browsing, looking for pat- 
terns and connections, to 
seo if there are any croan 
threads to these missings.” 

The Gosches are grateful 
for NCIC. They hape John- 
ny might pop up someday, 
‘somewhere. But they don t 
think it's enough. That's 
why they were in St. Louis 
last Monday—along . with 
Adam Walsh's father, John 
Walsh—to watch -the un- 
veiling of the „Nationa! 

wild Nictia Network. 

"The network is an ultra- 
sophisticated computer 
system that child advocate 
Kenneth Wooden hopes to 
see: installed eventually in 
36 major airport cities, al- 
‘towing poliçe depertengpts 


SUNDAY; SUN-TIMES.: MAMMARY. 29, 3984 
M ——— ÀMÀÓ— € À 


* themselves." Da 


jo gather, process and 


share detailed information 


ou missing juveniles. Its 


development was initiated 
with seed money from the 


Balaton Puring Co. in St. 


CIC wes devised in 


"the late '60s,” said Wood- 


en, executive director of 
the National Coalition for 
Children's Justice. "It's a 
coal burner compared ta 
our system.” 

' Wooden is roving the 


“country filming a series of 


programs, the first two to 
air Feb. 23 and March 1 on 
the ABC News magazine 


-90/20." He bas inter- 


viewed more than a dozen 
convicted child killera and 
‘hundreds of molesters. 
“Fm going to the ex- 
peris," he said. 
“And what makes them 
what they are? 


Victimized 


< X] dan't want to pose as 


“an authority," said Wood- 
en. *We're operating in to- 
‘tal ignorance and there's 
no scientific evidence, But 

‘most of these people were 
‘molested as kids. 

Tere was s New York 
study of 1,286 molesters 
and 89 percent of them 
wage molested as kids. 
Twenty-five petcent were 
molested by women. Be- 
cause af the macho imege 
that gave them, it was like 
‘an achievement. But look- 
ing back now, the key was 
tarned. Once you turn that 
dey of pleasure, any way 
you. cut it there's excite- 
ment, the unknown. And 
they're programmed for 
^ lator, to é molesters: 
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Johnny may 
have been 
sighted 


Missing West Des Moines paper boy 
Johnny Goseh may have been sighted in a 
large southwestern cily last March, hix 
parents were notified jast week 

Holh Ihe — Federal Bureau of 
Investigation and a Chicago detective 
agency have confirmed a report [rom'a 
woman who said she saw Johnny when he 
tried lo escape from twp men 

‘The name of the cily where he was 
sighled was nol named for security 
reasons. 

According to the report, the woman was 
leaving a convenience store as a boy came 
running up to her and said, “Please help 
me lady, my name is John David Goseh " 
However, [wo men following him grabbed 
him, twisted his arm behind his back and 
dragged him away 

When the woman reported the incident 
lo the police, they dismissed it as a 
"family incident" 

Several months later, when the woman 
was walching (he television production of 
"Adam," the slory of the abduction and 
murder of 6 year-old Adam Walsh, she 
recogmzed Johnny's photograph when it 
was among the pictures of missing 
children. flashed on the sereen at the 
program's conclusion, 

She went back to the authorities, and 
later work by (he FBI and the Chicago 
detective agency seemed to confirm thal 
the boy was Johnny 

His parents, Jobn and Noreen Goseh, 
said lhey hope that whoever took Lheir son 
will reconsider and release him unharm- 
ed 

Since their son's disappearance, the 
Gosches have been in the forefront of ef- 
forts to make others aware of child ab- 
ductions, ` 

They are also pushing for changes in 
lowa law to help protect children and to, 
require quicker searches by law en- 
forcement agencies when children are 
reported missing. 

The Gosches also recently had Johnny's 
name enlered in the National Crime 
Information Center computer. Under the 
1982 Missing Children Act, parents can ask 
the FB] to regisler their children wilh the 
NCIC if local authorities refuse todo so 

Jehnny's grandparents are John and 
Natalie Regan of rura] Calamus. 


When the National Child Victim Network computer was unveiled in St. Louis, Mc 
recently, among those present were (from left) Dr. Kenneth Wooden, director of th: 
National Coalition for Children's Justice, John’ and Noreen Gosch of West De 
Moines, John Walsh, father of Adam Walsh, whose abduction murder was feature: 
in a network television special: and Denny Abbot, director of the Adam Walsh Center 


Gosches attend 
computer unveiling 


New network 
will help find 


missing kids 


John and Noreen Goseh of Wesi Des 
Moines, parents of missing paper boy Johnny 
Gosch, were in SL. Louis, Mo. last week for the 
unveiling of the Nalional Child Victim Net- 
work, a computer network designed to help 
locate missing children. 

Also in Sl. Louis for the evenl was John 
Walsh, the father of Adam Walsh, whose 
abduction and murder was Uie subject of a 
special network television production. last 
fall. ic 

The new network to find missing children 
was designed by Dr, Kenneth Wonden, 
director of (he National “Coalition for 
Children’s Juslice and George Gallup Jr. of 
the Gallup Poll 

Wooden, who was an investigative reporter 
for CBS at the Jonestown massacre, said his 
interest in missing children began several 
years ago aller he wrole a book on child abuse 


and discovered a “huge national cobweb" 
anssing and murdered children, 

The computer network will have four lie 
si ng four different sections of the nate 
especially encompassing 26 maj 
melropolilan areas in which missing childr- 
are most likely to he found 

Companies that helped fund the resear. 
for the computer include Ralston Purir 
Westinghouse Electric, Atlantic Richfield ar 
Eli Lilly and Compan: 

Wooden has also appealed to the Wh: 
House for heip in generating further priva 
funding. 

The problem of missing and abduct: 
children conlinues to receive national : 
tenton as early in February ABC television 
20-20" program will fealure a section on t 
problem, some which which was filmed 
West Des Momes. Time magazine is ab 
planning a report on the problem. 

For their efforts, the Gosches recent 
received a letter from Iowa Governor Terr 
Branstad, which said, "It is gralifying 
know that people do care and are willing 
pull together to address this serious probler 
You and the others working on behalf - 
ng children are cerlamly examples tot 


Johnny Gosch 


By Charles Grassley 
U.S, Senator from bowa 

Near!y 1!» years have passed since 12- 
year-old Johnny Gosch disappeared from 
his West Des Moines paper route one early 
Sunday morning, and local police efforts to 
track the missing child have reached 
dead end, 

Every year at least 100,000 children like 
Johnny disappear from carnivals, 
playgrounds, grocery stores, or, as in one 
Caltorma case, a hospital delivery room. 
While some are abducted by parents 
waging bitter custody battles, experts say 
strangers snatch 20,000 to 50,000 children 


horities shoulder the first 

ty for recovering missing 
ters, but often the victims are 
shuttled across state lines to be 
abused and exploited in underground 
crime rings. Kidnappers murder 
approximately Bo percent of the victims 
within two days, according.to a Florida 
study. 

One father of a Manhattan child missing 
for nearly four years complains that local 
officials lack the manpower and resources 
to effectively track kidnapped children. 

“Trying to handie cases like ours ona 
local level is a tremendous impediment,” 
says Stan Patz, father of kidnapped son 
“We need a centralized, national 
clearinghouse with information about 
which chidren are missing and how they 


WETE OF 


ssing chil 
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We need a 
centralized, national 


clearinghouse with 


information about 
which children are 


missing... 


can be identified." 

Toestablish just such a data bank, Landa 
number of other senators have co- 
sponsored the Missing Children Assistance 
Act, currently pending before the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, The bill would 
create a national toll-free hotline as well as 
a federal clearinghouse for more efficient 
interstate information swap. No 
government agency currently offers these 
critical services. 

The bill’s intent mirrors other legislation 
Pve introduced creating a similar data 
bank torecord the names of persons 


* arrested or convicted of child molestation, 


Ten percent of abducted children are 
sexually abused by molesters who 
sometimes can be teachers, daycare 
sitters or social workers, says John 
Rabun, director of the missing child unit in 
Louisville, Ky. 

“The credentials of these people aren't 
checked closely enough when they are 
hired,” says Rabun. “I get tired of 
arresting my colleagues,” 

Protecting our children from adults. 
seeking to exploit, abuse and even murder 
them warrants à comprehensive national 
effort to update tracking methods. 

A California professor who has studied 
the problem, Michael Agopian, says, “We 
find more stolen cars and stray animals 
than missing children each year.” 

Surely our children deserve the same H 
investigative network already in place for | 


property theft. 


E 


| 
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these penple «ho v 


for 
said, “Tf bathe: 


fing as he was 
to the Iowa 


er Lhe 


E uir pt 
children may be runa 


ways who 


not sure of the cffect this will Lave on another 
generation." 
Stuctand also said that personal letters to 


ver, the case of mi 
There is apparently wide spread support Moines newspaper carrier 
ng lawmakers for requiring police to who is the grandson of Stue 
ately investigate cases of missing Jobn and Natalie Regan of Calamus, has 
helped inspire support for changing that rule. 
Young Gosch disappeared while de'ivering 
papers over a year ago, and since then his 
parents, John and Noreen Gosch, have been 
pushiug for legislation to eliminate the'72- 

hour waiting period. 
Stueland also favors stiffening the penalties 
for people who are convicted of abusing or 

molesting children, 


ng West Des 
Gosch. 


lawmakers are aise effective than petitions, 
He urged interested people to write to 
Governor Branstad, Lt, Gov. Bob Anderson, 
Speaker of the House Don Avenson, Minority 
Leader Dei Stromer, and Senate leaders Cal 
Hultman and Lowell Junkins, 


ee ea ne ee E 


a 8 


NOREEN GOSCH 


Guest columnist 


*Forget our son? 
How dare they?’ 


WEST DES MOINES, Ia. — 
Johnny Gosch got up as usual 
at 5:30 a.m. on Sept. 5, 1982, to 
deliver his Sunday newspa- 
pers. On his way to the paper 
drop, a man in a car stopped 
him to ask directions. 


Minutes later, a second man 
on foot approached Johnny 
from out of the shadows and 
walked him down the block. A 
Short while later a car door 
was heard to slam, and a car 
was seen running a stop sign. 

By 6:00 am. Johnny was 
Bone. My husand and I were 
awakened by people who had 
not received their newspapers. 
Tt was then our entire world 
shattered, Our son was gone — 
kidnapped. Four witnesses re- 
ported the events to us and the 
police. We found Johnny's wag- 
on full of newspapers on a cor- 
ner two blocks from our home. 

We immediately called the 
police. Our son was 12 years 
old. It was the policy of the po- 
lice department to fill out a re- 
port and then walt up to 72 
hours to see if the missing child 
was a runaway. We begged the 
police chief to act and to bring 
in extra assistance. He refused, 
saying he wanted to solve the 
case himself. 

The chief had been investi- 
gated six months earlier for 
negligence and alcoholism on 
the job. We knew what we 
were up against. We contacted 
the medla, did interviews, dis- 
tributed Johnny’s picture, post- 
ed a reward and called sur- 
rounding police departments 
to be sure they knew about 
Johnny — only to find that they 
knew nothing Our police de 
partment had not told them, 

We then hired a private In- 
vestigator. To pay for it we sold 
candy bars and had garage 
sales and benefit dances. They 
say money isn't everything, but 
it becomes everything when 


Noreen Gosch is a secretary, 
yoga teacher and mother of 
three. . 


your child is kidnapped. . 
. tn this country we have foun“ 
dations to save baby seals 
whales and battleships, But’ 
there's no help tor missing chil 
dren and their parents, it is the 
burden of the parents alone. 
Johnny had been entered, 
into the computer as “missing.” 
We struggled for a year to have" 
him reclassified as “abducted” 
— a vital difference, since It 
changes the way police pursue 
leads, Not until another news- 
boy in our area vanished under 
the same circumstances was 
our demand finally granted. 


hh 


We have foundations 
to save baby seals... 
But there's no help 
for missing children 


But it should have been auto- 
matic. We should not have had 
to beg. The police were negli- 
gent. We fited a complaint with 
the U.S. Justice Department, 
only to be informed that due to 
the age of our son, the way po- 
lice respond is a judgment call; 
they presume the child is a 
runaway. 

Our son is a victim of a very 
Sick crime. Yet one law en- 
forcement officer had the gall 
to say to us, "Why don't you 
have another baby and forget 
about this whole thing?" 

Forget about our son? For- 
get about finding him? How 
dare they. He may be allve. 
For many weeks the police told 
us, "We have no crime.” But 
we still have no son. 


Where Is Johnny Gosch? 


n al 

I don't think there*is à mote who had ended the calis, 
compelling story in"the country Mrs. Gosch said that there have 
than the case af Johnny Gosch,fhe been at least 15 sightings of her 
young West Des Moltes, Iowa, boy son in the southwest United States 
who was kidnapped ‘from hi$ since he was- kidnapped. 
newspaper route on Sept. 5, 1982 According to her, on several 
— and who may still be held occasions he has tried to identify 
captive by the man or men who himself to members of the public. 
took him. Last March, she said, a boy 

Johnny Gosch was 12 on that believed to be Johnny ran up toa 
day. He left the house with his red woman near a small shopping 
wagon and his dog Gretchen to center just off a highway and said, 
deliver Sunday-morning Des “Please help me; Pm John David 
Moines Registers. The dog  Gosch." - 
returned home without him. His The woman reportedly said 
wagon, full of newspapers, was that a man chased the boy, pinned 
found on a street corner. Johnny his arm behind him, and led him 
was simply gone. away. The boy broke away again, 

His mother and father, John the man captured him again, The 
and Noreen Gosch, started an woman thought it was a father 
^ exhaustive campaign to try te tind disciplining his son. Months later, 
| «the boy. A composite drawing ofa when the woman saw Johnny's 
“ie man suspected of being the picture ona television show about 
akidnapper was distributed missing children, she realized who 
= Dationally. Enough funds were hehadbeen. 

raised to establish a $100,000 In another instance, according 
reward for Johnny's safe return. to Mrs. Gosch and private 
As awful as all kidnap cases are, investigators, a boy edged up to 
this one was especially wrenching. some customers at a gas-station 
And then, last month, a truck stop and sald something to 
* development occurred that made the effect of “I’m Johnny Gosch" 
, n H before a man retrieved him and 
took him away. 

The thought that the boy is stili 
out there, being held captive by 
the man or men who apparently 
took him from his newspaper 
route, is so chilling that reporters 
and law enforcement officers who 
usually try to. stay emotionally 
detached from-their stories and 
cases find themselves dwelling on 
the details of this one, and trying 
to figure out what more they can 
do to heip. 

It is every parent's nightmare 
— thé fdéa of his or her child in 
desperate trouble, begging for 
rescue, apparently being moved at 
will around the country to avoid 
detection, It makes one si 


, » Johnny Gosch T - famat 
~ the story of Johnny Gosch almost* T ‘Solution: 
i unbearable te contemplate, m Could hold up Johnny's " 
According to his mother, _ picture af. one of his ii 
, johnny called home three times, ces; SO everyone in the 
As Mrs. Gosch told reportersin _ country could: be made awar 
West Des Moines, the first call [If every newspaper 
„came just after midnight on a ^im Me co is 
i Wednesday. 7 NU E ~ 
> > u said, "Who is this?” Mrs, The thoughts go on and on. 
Gosch-recalled. "I thought'maybe Investigators say that Johnny 
. it was a crank. I cóyld tell ft was’ apparentlyis in the custody ottwo 
distance. men and "pretty mich under 
"Hé said, ‘This is Johnny,’ i wraps.” Johnny has had two 
right?” He said, birthdays since he was kidnapped; 
f SPON i 3 e is now.14. One Oo 1 
gre. asked, “When Ero E according to: : | 
ond some me slammed doin the aged Mam ay be a midates : 
Tn another cal! a few niin hair dnd a'moustache — the sain 
. later, Mrs. Gosch said, ups man vitnessés have sald thoy ae f; 


éd a $ with it, Pa Hke » 
ed a'litlle since he E Publish CE t 
Was. foday'seofumn,  , 5-019 . with 
d we é : 
all, the next ivo — words oup, member ‘the 
HEP E T m 
P an J H 
- Séconds; St get m ó 
bo Mrs Gosch eid she They've got me duel here, Mom, 
ok e kidnappers out...” » Just get me 
as 
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the’ offensive,” 
Jg offensive 


„ready to recover-him," " 
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icago Tribune, Wednesday, 


February 29, 1984 


A » lia 
THE PARENTS ot à missing Iowa zi 

boy: and.;the'jfather t ofsa Florida. 

yolbgster who} was’: kldnaped and 

murdered tw: joined 

day in-callin: 


lon 


John’ Goseh,, whose :'soii;, Johny; 
them, 12, vanished" from ‘his Des 
Moines paper: route ‘18: months ago; ' 
said‘the search ‘for,.a’ missin, child 
now is "a full-time battle for the 
parents. ... We even had to send out 
our oun missing person flyers.” 


held up a chocolate bar with During a press conference iù Chicago Tuesday, Noreen and John 
display a picture of their son Johnny who vanished 18 months 


Johrmy’s,pleture on it, one of 100,000 .Gosci 


Tribune. photo by Jerry Tomasete 


thatthe gays; have been sold as part ago while on his Des Moines paper route. "Wnen Johnny disappeared, 
of a fundraisirig effort to find John- our world fell apart," said his mother. 


ny,““If ‘someone thad told us two" —. 

ORY o our son's life depended on fight to do anything.” 

selling] a candy bar or a button, we — Johnny made three brief calls to 
wouhin t'have, believed it^ he said. -the family last week, each lasting 
f it’s deplorable that parents" Jess than 4b seconds, ‘she said. Her 
y go through things like that." ‘son was crying, she said, and when 
"MHEN JOHNNY disappeared, She tried.to ask where he was 
our prid fell. apart,’ is wife S 
Notéen: "Whats 


ystem 


‘parents “are placed: constantly ii 


AT&T, “and we're trying to see 
rapid action. If not, the officers of 
AT&T will be called before a con^ 
gressional subcommittee to testify.” 


ing mall and 
e can put a 


c^ 


Jolimy's 


‘By Janet Cawley . 
and-Lynn Emmerman 
Chicago Tribune 

TULSA—The husky, freckle-faced 
boy seemed to appear out-of nowhere. 
Gasping for breath, he charged 
foward a woman who was about to 
cross the street. 

The boy began to stammer and 
"choke as he approached her on the 
street corner.. With 
pushed out the words; “Please, lady, 
wil you help me? My name is John 
David Gosch — . —— 

Startled, the woman asked what was 
-wrong. Before the boy could tell her, 
two men raced to ‘he’ corner where 
they were standing. One grabbed the 
boy and pinned his arms behind his 
back. With a threatening glare, the 


other backed the woman off the 


sidewalk and onto the scrubby grass. 
Ignoring. the"woman's protests, the 
men dragged the boy away. 


` 
A 


great effort, he^ 


pareft 


ter troubled her for months. Then, in 
November, a television ‘program on 
missing children confirmed -her worst 
suspicions and propelled her to-action. 
According to that program, John 
David Gosch had been ‘abducted a 
-block from his suburban home on 
Labor Day weekend of 1982 while de- 
Ivering: the Des Moines Sunday Regis- 
t $ : M 


AS THE BOY'S face flasheil across 
her television screen, the woman, 
mother of five who lives in a small 
town outside Tulsa, said she jotted. 
down the telephone number that ap- 
peared under his photo. In minutes 
She was talking to R.L. Christenson, a 
pryate detective the boy's parents 

ad hired to find their youngest son. 

Her cal] provided yet another lead 
ir* the painful, frustrating search for 
the’ missing blond, gap-toothed boy, 
now 14 years-old. 


“The woman said'the ‘Strange encoun- ' 


& could have been:Johnny. ~ 


Ce Row deem ALAS s n c ame 


E cmm nomeu greet ya teen STAT e 


or one 


According to: Christenson, Jol 
has bee: 


hüny 
nm tted by 15 ple in 15- 
locations, inostiy in td “South and 
Southwest. Christenson. provided The- 
Tribune with information on five of 
those sightings on the condition that 
the “identities of the “sighters” be 
protected.  - — 7 
But interviews with the witnesses 
and visits to the locations showed that 
only two of the five sightings were 
traceable and-that only one person, 
the woman in: Tulsa, saw a boy who 


4 
THE FRUSTRATION of sightings 
that: have proved fruitless, the days- isan 
and nights of waiting, searching and E% 
hoping, and the m; sry of Johnny's "EX 
disappearance are linked by one com- 
mon denominator: the telephone. | . | 
It was a telephone call that first told ; 
John and Noreen Gosch that: 
something was wrong, that, their 12- 


Continued ori page 1$, col. 1. Johnny Gosch, abdt 
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M a oee 
‘Think t Se isa more 


ompélling story i jm the country 
ih the case'of ‘Johnny "Gosch, 
ihe "young We t Des, Moines, Iowa, 
boy, who y was’ Kidnapped "from his 
“newspaper route Sept, "5, 1982, and 
whe, may stiit be held captive by the 

— manor men who 
took him. 

Johnny was 12 
that day. He left 
the house with 
his red wagon 
and his dog 
Gretchen, to de- 
liver Sunday- 


and Noreen, Gosch, ote tind ex 


EN 


“th, LASOT 


D: i 
"template: 
According to his nit the johnny 


d joi 


eene 
*Mrs. 
Eeh" recálied: "I thoiignt’ maybe it 
was à crank. Tcould teli it ‘was! long: 
Sai ^ t 


< “She yor a yor am right? He said, ‘No.’ His « 
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and doesnot necessarily reflect the + 
editorial opinion of The Dallas Morn- 
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Viewpoints’ The Dallas Morning 
News, Communications Center, Dal- 
las, Texas 25265. Phone: 745-8259 
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John David Gosch^ mener 


In another call a few minutes 
later, Mrs. Gosch said, her son 
begged her to rescue him. 

*He was pleading for help," she 
sald, "He said, ‘Just get ine put of 
here, Mom, They've got me, here, 


"hors how I knew it was 
Johnny. His voice went through 
ranges of emotion, and when you 
hebt someone through their lives, 
hear their "voices changé at differ- 
ent levels, then you recognize it 
again. His voice has deepened a lit- 
tle since hé was kidnapped, but 1 
know it was Johnny. I have no 
doubt," 

As fü.the first call, the next two 
ended with the phone being hung 
+ upyBach Call lasted less than 40 sec- 


“He'sai "sald; "This is John: :Lonld, ont: - Mrs, Gosch.said.she-assumed-—— c" 


it was the kidnappers who had 
ended the calls, 
Mrs, Gosch said there have been 


the Southwest ‘United States since 
he was kidnapped, According to her, 
‘on several occasions he has tried to 
identify himself to members of the 


. public, 


LAST MARCH, SHE said, a boy be- 


tHéved; to be Johnny -ran up to a 
woman near'a small shopping cen- 
ter just off a highway and said, 
“Please help me; I'm John David 
Gosch.” 


` thought it was a father disciplining 


his son. Months later, when the 


` woman saw Johnny's picture on a 


television show about missing chil- 
dren;she realized who he had been. 

In another instance, according to 
Mrs. Gosch and private investiga- 
tors, a boy edged up to some custom- 
ers at a gas-station truck stop and 
said something to the effect of “I’m 
Johnny Gosch" before a man re- 
trieved him and took him away. 

The thought the boy is still out 


~ there, being held captive by the 


man or men who apparently took 
him from his newspaper route, is so 
chilling reporters and law enforce- 
ment officials who usually try to 
stay emotionally detached from 
their stories and cases find them- 
selves dwelling on the details of this 
one, and trying to figure out what 
nore they can do to help. 


IT IS EVERY parent's nightmare 
— the idea of his or her child in des- 
perate trouble, begging for rescue, 
apparently being moved Jat will 
around the country to avoid detec- 
ton. iakes-one'start-thinking of 
id, dramatic attempts at solution: 
if President Reagan,could hold up 
Johnny's picture at one of his ive 

ress conferences, so everyoife in 
could ware of 


ituation: iL every newspaper in 
the country could run his picture 
on Page One.. 

The thoughts goon and on. In- 
vestigators say Johnny apparently is 
in the custody of two men and 
"pretty much under wraps." Johnny 
has had two birthdays since he was 
kidnapped; he is now 14. One of the 
kidnappers, according to investiga- 
tors, may be a middleaged man 
with dark eyes, black haír and a 
moustache, the same man witnesses 
have said they saw talking to 


before he wastaken. 

In the meantime, all the rest of 
us can do is continue to keep our 
eyes open. Those of us in the news- 
paper business can print Johnny's 
picture one more time, and hope it 
Sticks in people's memories. Al 
though most newspapers that carry 
my column do not normally use 
photographs with it, I'd like to ask 
editors to publish Johnny's photo 
with today's column. 

We can remember the words his 
mother says she heard coming over 
the phone: n 

"Just get me out of here, Mom. `, 


The woman reportedly said a They've got me here, Just get me out. 


man chased the boy, pinned his arm 
"behind him, and led him away. The 
. boy broke away again; the man cap- 
tured him again. The woman 


Bob Greene writes for The Chi- 
cago Tribune 
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' bes MOINES, Iowa” (aP) = TNR “igpach charged Ffiday thst the 
eor Reed io ‘FBI has been slow to pursie lends in 
gays thé FBI. has , the case, has given the family confilc- 
2" büngled" the càse so badly it ought to, | “ting “stories about the availability of 
Op its investigation, but an FBI | ‘telephone records needed to trace calls 

esman sald thé agency would con- ‘believed to be from her;son and has 
tie looking for the boy. ‘| “been negligent in its handling of other 
“It’s not possible for an individual to | aspectsof the investigation. 

‘Just.pull the FBI off of a federal in- There have been delays "on every 
vestigation, " said Ed Gooderman, single thing that à we ask them to do,” 
special agent assigned to the agency's she charged, and that bas allowed her 
ponlle ‘affairs office in Washington, son'&captórsto get away. 

D. For éxample, she said, the Gosches" 

e don't go to citizens, as local | private investigator received a collect 
authorities do, asking them to sign a call last September. from a man claim- 
complaint. When an allegatinismade | ing to have Johnny and telling the 
that a federal violation has been made, | "| "family: “You'll never: get him back," 
wé go out and check the facts and then The FBI traced that. call to à phone 
we take the facts to the U.S. Attorney's booth in Richardson, Utah, Mrs, Gosch 
office, ” Gooderman said. i sald. “By the time they got there, it 

Gooderman made the comments vas ‘days later and he was gone,” 
after Noreen Gosch publicly asked the she sald. 

FAI io end its investigati: into the 20- b e 

"inontb-l ppearanc angling on many occasions, we no 
E "now M bidon her son, longer can trust the FBI to act on our 
“They have bungled it so badly we behalf,” she said. 


feel it has jeopardized his life more Since Johnny's disappearance, the ', 


“than a dozen times,” said Mrs. Gasch Gosches have used private im 
jin a telephone interview from her vestigators in the search for their son. 
home. "We would rather have them Mrs, Gosch said @ private agency in 


{fust back out." Chicago. fs doing "very, very good” 
She said her husband, John, formally workon the case, F 

“wade the request Thursday night to “They. have helped us ien times 

the FBI in Washington. miore.than any other police agency in 
Herb Hawkins, special agent in ^— thecóüntry," shesaid. 


Charge of FBI operations in Towa and ‘Hawkins denied Mrs. Gosch's claim 
Nebraska, said he ttet FEL han bee low la folloving 
de c5 


o ü possibly 
imitations that is the ability of other 
eye have a missing y diia, the cir- entities to produce what we're asking 
Cemstances of which are siil a . "Same of these leads 
"mystery," he sald in a telephone inter- e thine, [5] don't just "wil 
-viow from his office in Omaha, Neb. seconds. That's just;fhe Gold, Hard 
‘We gre operating under the assump- facisofit R +> . 
tion that foul play was involved. Based |, He. acknowledged it. 
that y are continuing onthecase.” | . ficult to obtain phone records that may 


Mrs. Gosch said she received Feb. 22 
From an Individual she-belleved was 


incom records of all Tong-distanc phorie 
Peeper er taln ou " 


aman ina blue car, Ty 


pan ; make certain réquests,'! he said. 


y, 
DOT they sald was inaction and indif- _} "HC ATST (American Telephone and There’ 


ak ference on the part of state and local ^ 
autherities. Their lobbying “helpéd 
t passage of a bil in the Iowa 
‘Legislature requiring” immediate 
“police action on reports of missing. 
children. 


Telegraph) decides that the request Is, 
Joa attainable because of si their’ 


“Due to the lack of response and the | 


ahed some light on three phone calls TX 
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çan do about it. We cannot 


‘ordePany corporaticn'in this country , 


her son. n. She has asked tho FBI to ob- oim 
spol 
=| calls made inthe cours tat i "plained thàt despite thé increasing use 


physical limitations, then here's for 


of computers in thedadistry, it is still ^ 


we want them to do.’ i 
kesrriàn on Friday ex- 


| 


Goschesask ` 
FBI te cease 
locking for son 


By The Associated Preis. 

The mother of missing newspaper 
carrier Johnny Gosch says the FBI has 
"bungled" the case so badly that it 
Ought to drop its investigation, but dn 


FBI spokesman said the agency will ^ 


continue looking for the boy. 

“It’s not possible for an individual to 
just pull the FBI off of a federal inves- 
tigation,” said Ed Gooderman, special 
agent In the agency's public affairs of- 
fice in Washington, D.C. 

Noreen Gosch has asked the FBI to 
end its Investigation into the 20- 
month-long disappearance of her son, 
now 34 years old. 

“They have bungled it so badly we 
feel it has jeopardized his life more 
than a dozen times,” she said, “We 
would rather have them just back 
out.” 

She said her husband, John, formal- 


ly made the request Thursday nightto . 


the FBI in Washington. 

Herb Hawkins, special agent in 
> charge of FBI operations in Iowa and 
Nebraska, said he had not previously 
heard of the request. But he sald the 
investigation would continue. t 

“We have a missing child, the cir- 
cumstances of which are stil! a mys- 
tory,” he said. "We are operating uh- 
Ger the assumption that foul play was 
Involved. Based on that, we are con- 
tinuing on the case.” - 

Johnny Gosch, then age 12, disap- 
peared early Sept. 5, 1082, while pre- 
paring to work his Des Moines Regis- 
ter newspaper route near his home. 
Witnesses said he was last seen talking 
toa man ina blue car. 


Since their son first disappeared, 

je Gosches have been highly critical 
of what they said was inaction nnd in- 
difference on the part of state and lo- 
cal authorities. 

Noreen Gosch charged that the FBI 
has been slow to pursue leads in the 
Case and has given the family conflict- 
ing stories about the availability of 
telephone records needed to trace 
calls belleved to be from her son. 

Hawkins denied Gosch’s claim that 
the FBI has been slow in following up 
leads. 

“We've worked as fast as we possi- 
bly can inside the environmental limi- 
tations — that is the ability of other 
entities to produce what we're asking 
for,” he said. 

He acknowledged that it has been 
difficult to obtain phone records that 
may shed some light on three phone 
calis Noreen Gosch said she received 
Feb. 22 from someone she believed 
was her son. She has asked the FBI to 
obtain records of ali long-distance 
phone calls made in the eountry 
around that date, Hawkins said. 

“All we can do is ask the phone com- 
pany, make certain requests,” he said. 
“H AT&T decides that the request is 
not attainable because of their physi- 
cal limitations, then there's nothing 
we can do about it." 

An American Telephone and Tele- 
graph Co. spokesman said on Friday 
that despite the increasing use of com- 
puters in the industry, it is sometimes 
impossible to track long-distance 
phone calls. 
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Where 

I don't think there is a more compelling story in 
the country than the case of Johnny Gosch, the young 
West Des Moines, Iowa, boy who was kidnapped from 
his newspaper route on Sept. 5, 1982 — and who may 
Still be held captive by the man or men who took him. 

Johnny Gosch was 12 on that day. He left the 
house with his red wagon and his dog Gretchen to 
deliver Sunday-morning Des Moines Registers. The 
dog returned home without him; His wagon, full of 
newspapers, was found on a street corner. Johnny was 
simply gone. 

His mother and father, John and Noreen Gosch, 
started an exhaustive campaign to try to find the boy, 
A composite drawing of a man suspected of being the 
kidnapper was distributed nationally. Enough funds 
were raised to establish a $100,000 reward for 
Johnny's safe return. As awful as all kidnap cases are, 
this one was especially wrenching. 

And then, last month, a development occurred 
that made the story of Johnny Gosch almost 
unbearable to contemplate. 

According to his mother, Johnny called home 
three times. ~ 

As Mrs. Gosch told reporters in West Des Moines, 
the first cal came just after midnight on a 
Wednesday. 


“I said, ‘Who is this?" Mrs. Gosch recalled. “I f 


thought maybe it was a crank. I could tell it was long- 
distance. 


eip, 
Mom. 


ejfe = 
*just.get-mérout.of here, 
just get me QUU. . 

* "That's how í 
through ranges of ^ 
someone through their lives, 
at different levels, then you 
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voice has deepened a little since he was kidnapped, 
but I know it was Johnny. I have no doubt.” 

As in the first call, the next two ended with the 
phone being hung up. Each call lasted less than 40 
seconds; Mrs. Gosch said she assumed it was the 
kidnappers who had ended the calis. 

" " Mrs. Gosch said that 


E 


E 15 sightings cf her son in 
the Southwest United 
$ States sinc? he was 
kidnapped. According to 
“ her, on several occasions 
$ he has tried to identify 
himself to members of 
the public. 
$ Last Marth, she said, 
ša boy believed to be 
3 Johnny ran up to à 
woman nea! a small 
shopping center just off a 
md — said, 


John David Gasch,” 

d The _ woman 

reportedly stid that a 

$, pinned his arm behisd him, and 
tl 


S $ there have been at least, 


y not normally, use photographs:with-i 


-she heard coming óver the phone: 


is Johnny Gosch being held? 


something to the effect of “I’m Johnny Gosch” before 
aman retrieved him and took him away. 

The thought that the boy is still out there, being 
held captive by the man or men who apparently took 
him from his newspaper route, is so chilling that, 
reporters and law enforcement officials who usually 
iry to stay emotionally detached from their stories and 
cases find themselves dwelling on the details of this 
one, and trying to figure out what more they can do to 
help. 

It is every parent's nightmare — the idea of his or 
her child in desperate trouble, begging for rescue, 
apparently being moved at will around the country to 
avoid detection. It makes one start thinking of wild, 
dramatic attempts at solution: if President Reagan 
could hold up Johnny’s picture at one of his live press 
conferences, so everyone in the country could be made 
aware of his situation; if every newspaper in the 
country could run his picture on Page One... 

The thoughts go on and on. Investigators say that 
Johnny apparently is-in the custody of two men and 
“pretty much under wraps.” Johnny has had two 
birthdays since he was kidnapped; he is now 14, One 
of-the kidnappers, according to investigators, may be 
a middle-aged man with dark eyes, black hair and a 
moustache — the same man witnesses-have said they 
saw talking to Johnny in West Des Moines minutes 
before he was taken. ` 

In the meantime, all that the rest of us can do is 
continue to keep our eyes open. Those of us in the’ 
newspaper business can print Johnny's picture one 
more time, and hope. it sticks'in people's memories. 
Although most newspapers that, carry my column do 
u 'd.like to ask 
aiitors (to publish Johnny's photo’ with today's 
column, wrt Loc a ^ ee 

And we can remember the words his magiter say: 
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Noreen, Gosch, "who said she teceived phone calls from her 
missing, són Johnny [right]: "I told him that we loved him." 


Missing Iowa boy: 
‘Mom, get me out’ 


By Janet Cawley? 
Chicago Tribune 


DES MOINES—Ffor the last 18 
months, since her young son dis- 
appeared, the phone has been a 
lifeline and a nemesis for Noreen 
Gosch. It rings constantly in her 
comfortable suburban home, 
bringing queries and information 
from. the curious, :the helpful, the 
concerned: and, occasionally, the 
malicious: '' 


Early Wednesday, she says, it, 
broy her kigna] 


Haca 


neyspapor. 
E--WAS PLEADING for 
3": shoisnid. “He sald, "Just 
me out'of'here, Mom." 
“They've got me here, just get 
PHeout svi? y 

> “Thats how 1 knew it was 


Sohnny, His voice went through 


. West Des 


ranges of emotion, and when you 
hear someone through their lives, 
hear their voices change at differ- 
ent levels, then you recognize it 
again. His voice has deepened a 
little since he was kidnaped, but I 
know it was Johnny. J have no 
doubt." 

Gosch said she phoned police 
after the first of the three calls. 
‘They later told her they could not 
trace the calis, she said, but could 
confirm they were long distance, 

Said Lt. ie McKinney of the 

Ves folnes Police Depart- 
ment, Wo're"stil working on it. 
You have to be determined,” 

FOR MRS, -GOSCH, a 40-year. 
old secretary, and her husband, 


-wdühn; also 40, & salesman for a 


chemical company, the calls were 
the Tetest in an anguishing- series 
of'events they cling to as proof 


- their son is afivo. 


< "According fo Mrs. Gosch, there 
have bests sightings of Johnny 


lathe Southwest United States— . 


According to FBI Special Agent 
Robert Keane in Moines 
there have been a number of 
“sightings in the Southwest, 
“We have done investigations, but 
we never have been able to say 


Continued on page 2, col. 1 


eréason. Maybe to let us know he's 
. alive, maybe to throw us off the 
track. Pm also told a lot of times 
kidnapers do this for a kind of sadis- 
tic pleasure. i 
“Earlier that evening, Johnny’s ; 
ional televi- 


‘The Gosches are determined their 
son will somehow, be returned to 
them. “I fee! confident we'll find 
him, recover him," Mrs. Gosch said. 
Outside the brick family home in the ; 
-affluent suburb of West Des Moines, ' 
à porch E burns constantly for 
Jol nny [We've been through five 
bulbs”), and a phone is never more 1 
than inches away. The Gosches em- | 
Ploy an answering service to take 
calls when they're not home, and 
Mrs. Gosch always carries a pager 
with her. 
look for him all you want, but Pm  — Life without Johnny, she says, has 
never going to give him back.’ ” been "horrible." For the last two 
The Gosches believe the person years, the family bas not been able 
who abducted.Jolinmy was a middle- to celebrate Christmas, “The older 
age man wil h dark: eyes, black hair kids just said they didn't want to. 
che. The man was seen And in a way, it was just casier for 
talking ta: the+boy.as.he began his us than to try to g through the 
delivery route:, A'irlend of Johnny's "whole rigaramole and torture. 
said the youngster appeared io be — "You know in thi s whole situation, 
x to the man, who my husband and I had jobs, friends, 
was driving a blue'car. a purpose to keep us busy. But John- 
“Why would he let Johnny call?" ny was ripped away from those 
Mrs. Gosch asked. “J have a distinct things. 1’s 10 times worse for him. 
feeling. the calls: sere ‘made for a He's the victim." 


the 
wagon and his dog Gretchen to: 
deliver Sunday-morning Des 
' Molnes Registers. The dog retum- 
_ ed home without him. His wagon, 
full of newspapers, was found on 


: astreet comer. Johany was sim- 


me. 
P E mother and father, John and 
started aa exha’ 


Johnny Gosch, pictured here; 
cat age 12, was kidnapped from 
"his West Des Moines, Tow: 
newspaper route ip 1982,' 


napper was distributed nationally. 
Enough funds were raised to es- 
tablish a $100,000 reward for 
Jobnay's safe return. As awful as 
all kidnap cases are, this one was 
especially wrenching. 

And then, last month, a devel- 
opment occurred that made the 
story of Johany Gosch almost un- 
bearable to contemplate. 

According to his mother, John- 
ny called home three times. 

As Mrs. Gosch told reporters in 
West Des Molnes, the first call 
came fust after midnight on a 
Wednesday. 

“I sald, "Who Is this?’ " Mrs. 
Gosch recalled. “I thought maybe 
jt was a crank. I could tell it was 
long-distance. ] 

“He sald, ‘This is Johnny.’ I 
sald, ‘Are you all right?’ He sald, 
“No.” His volce was slurred, as if 
he had been drugged, and he was 
crying. I asked, "Where are you?’ 
and someone slammed down the 
phone.” 

In another call a few miautes 
later, Mrs. Gosch said, her son 
begged her to rescue bim. 

“He was pleading for kelp,” she 
said. “He sald, ‘Just get me out of 
bere, Mom. They've got me here, 
ust get meout...” 

“That's how I knew it was ~ 
Johnny. His volce went through 
ranges of emotion, and when you 
hear someone through thelr lives, 
hear their voices change at differ- 


4^ & Please’ fum fo JOHNNY [5G , 


SEARCHED, 
Lege nnn NDE: 
SERIALIZED hg m 


HUN 2:5 tong 


During 


L|] 


idnapped son calls home: 
‘He was pleading for help’. 
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HELP FIND JOHNNY GOSCH, INC. 


. Box 65332 
West Des Moines, lowa 50265 
515-244-9181 


"PRESS RELEASE" 


"IN DEFENSE OF CHILDREN'" 


SINCE THE KIDNAPPING OF JOHNNY GOSCH, HIS PARENTS [. E] 


[____]HAVE LEAD A NATION: WIDE SEARCH FOR THEIR SON. THEY HAVE " 
BEEN FORCED'TO HIRE PRIVATE DETECTIVES IF THEY EVER HOPE TO.SEE — ^'^ 
THEIR SON AGAIN. THE SYSTEM IS NOT YET DEVELOPED FULLY TO LOCATE 
THESE CHILDREN WHO-HAVE BEEN KIDNAPPED. BY A STRANGER. 


DURING THEIR SEARCH THEY HAVE UNCOVERED. A GREAT DEAL OF INFORMATION 
AND HAVE WORKED WITH THE EXPERTS IN THE ‘COUNTRY. “THE NATIONAL 
COALITION FOR CHILDRENS JUSTICE AND THE JUSTICE DEPT. IN WASHINGTON, 
D.C. "THEY HAVE BROUGHT TO THE PUBLIC THE INFORMATION WHICH JUST 
MAY SAVE CHILDRENS LIVES. 

‘DURING THEIR PROGRAM " IÑ- DEFENSE OF CHILDREN", THEY WILL SHARE 
SOME OF THE THINGS WHICH HAVE HAPPENED IN THEIR CASE, WHAT IS. 
HAPPENING ON THE NATIONAL SCOPE WHICH IS AFFECTING IOWA CHILDREN, 
‘HOW PARENTS CAN PROTECT THEIR CHILDREN. ALSO THEY WILL SHARE 

WHAT THEY HAVE DONE ABOUT PROPER ‘LEGISLATION TO PROTECT OTHER CHILDREN. 
‘THEY WILL EXPLAIN WHAT IS A PEDOPHILE ( A PERSON WHO WOULD COMMIT 
‘THIS TYPE OF CRIME.) THEIR PROGRAM IS TO "ENLIGHTEN NOT 'FRIGHTEN". 
THEY WILL GIVE THE "LURES" WHICH. ARE CURRENTLY BEING USED BY THE 
ABDUCTORS. THIS INFORMATION IS VITAL TO THE SAFETY OF EVERY CHILD. 


^ [ 
WE HAVE FOUNDATIONS FOR "SAVE' THE BABY SEALS... WHALES.... 'BATTLESHIPS" 
IN. THIS: COUNTRY ..... "IT IS TIME FOR A FOUNDATION TO SAVE OUR CHILDREN. 


TO THE THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE ASSISTED US, WE FEEL WE MUST SHARE 
THIS INFORMATION AND TRY TO IMPROVE THE SYSTEM’ FOR ALL CHILDREN. 


WE REMAIN " IN DEFENSE OF CHILDREN" 


6 


"v 


te dont think there à more 
oom: ng story in the coun- 
peer ee case of Johnny 
,7** Goseh, the young West Des - 
Moines, Iowa, boy who was kid: : 
napped fror his newspaper route 
on Sept. 5, 1982 — and who may * 
, Still be held captive by the man or » 


ta 3 : 
dellver Sundsy-morning Des 7/3. | 
Moines Registers. The dog return: 
ed home without him. His wagon, | 
full of newspapers, was found on 1 
4 street comer. Johany. was ü 
ly gone. 7 Se soe. 

] r ifa mother and father, John and 
Noreen Gosch, started án exbaus- - 
tive campaign to try t5 fing the | 
boy, A composite drawing of a; 
man suspected of being the kid: 


Johnny Gosch, pictured here 
at age 12, was kidnapped from 
his West Des Moines, Iow: 
newspaper route in 19925 


Johnny's safe return. As awful as 
all kidnap cases are, this one was | 
especially wrenching. 

And then, last month, a devel- 
opment occurred that made the 
story of fobrny Ge: EE 


"rais in 


coording' tà his mother, Jonn- 
ny called bome three times. + 

* As Mrs. Gosch told reporters in 

, West Des Moines, the first call  : + 
came just after midnight on a 
Wednesda: d 

{oT sald, “Who is this? " Mrs: 

, Gosch recalled. "T thought maybe: 
it was a crank, I could tell it was | 

Jong-distance. “te ove 

. "Hesald,'Thisis Jonny. I 
said, “Are you all right?" He sald, 

, ANo- His voice was slurred, as If * 

; he had been drugged, and he was ' 
crying. I asked, "Where are you? ` 
and someone slammed down the 

Iphone" = ON 

; , In another calla few minutes, ; 

i later, Mrs. Gosch said, her soi : 

j begged her to rescue bim, ^ 

“He was pleading for help," she 
sald. “He said, ‘Just get me out of ; 
here, Mom, They've got me here, : 

dust get me out tron te | 

M at's how D knew it Was. |," 

| Joknny. His volce went through , 

; Fanges of emotion, and when you , 

' hear someone through their lives, 1 

bear their volces change at differ-? 


piles it was Job: 
doubt.” nouit 5 
Asin the first call, the next two! 
; ended with thé phone being kung" F 
up. Each call lasted less than 40-2. 
| Seconds; Mrs. Gosch seid she a$:2£ 
sumed it was the kidnappers who 

| bad ended the calis? ei 
Mrs; Gosch Said that there hava. 
į been at least 15 siphtings of her son 
in the Southwest United States. 
j since he was kidnspped. According 


į to her, on several occasions he bas , 


j tried to Identify himself to members 
of the publie, ^" ee CMM 
Last March, she said, a boy be-t > 
lieved to be Johnny ran uptoa it 
woman near a Small shopping cen- 
ter fust off a highway and said, 
“Please help me; I'm Joha Davi 
Gosch." . | ei 
The woman reportedly sald that a 
man chased the boy, pinned bis arm 
behind bim, and led him away, The, 
boy broke away again; the map `: 
captured him agsin. The woman + 


Sonet 


| thought [t was a father disclplisiag 


his son. Months later, when the "s 
woman ssw Johnny's picture oa a’ 
television show about missing chil.” 
dren, she realized who he had been; 
In another Instance, according to 
Mrs. Gosch and private investiga?" 


| tors, a boy edged upto some cuss” 


tomers at a gas-station truck stop ' 
and said something to the effect of 


pri aye m a 
j "Tin Johnny Gosch” before a mag '* 
| retrieved him and took him away. 

| The thought that the boy ís stilt 

, Out there, being held captive by the 
, manor men who apparently took 


Naga Ta =e 


1 him from his newspaper route, fs so 
; chilling that reporters and law en: 


forcement officials who usual] 
to stay emotionally detached from, 


| their stories and cases find them: , 


| 


|' apparently being moved at will’ 


P. ' M President Reagan could hold u 


F'tbé country Gould 


selves dweiling’on the details of - 
this one, and trying to figure out 
What more they can do to help. : 
Itis every parent's nightmare — 
the dea of bis or her child in des” « 
perate trouble, begging for rescue, ; 


around the country to avoid dete: 
Hon)It makes one start thinking of | 
wild, dramatic attempts at solution: 
i 
Johany’s picture at one of his liv 
press conférence’, so everyone In ' 
be'made aware of 


yap 
a. 


MA m 


tody of two," 


same man witnesses have sald they 
saw talking to Johnny fo West Des S 
Molaes minutes before he was tak- 
en eee equ 

Io thegceantime, all that the rest", 
of us can do Is continue to keep our ` 
eyes open. Those of us In the DfWS. I 
pepér business can print Johnny's ^" ! 
picture one more time, and hope fit? 
Sticks in people's memories. A]. 
though most newspapers thst carry 
my colum do not normally use” 
photographs with it, I'd like to ask’, 
editors to publish Jobnny's photo x. 
with today’s column. “eet YY 
And we can remember the words 
his mother says sbe beard coming 
over the phone: | : 


“Just get me ovt of here, Mom. 
They've got me bere, just getme | P 


UT 


—Óeá j 


* 


" AUD T DAE, uv. "7 
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Tho Lallotíu is reprinting tolov mjor 
* portlow: of en articly about a California 
Higway Patrol Officer who recently 
scamittes Ouicide rather than fose churp 
9f fondling young boys. The atory Stoel? 
io pigat, even tragice Similar storia 
scald bw told stoct zen and toys why huva 
Cvcumitied, of attemptes to countt, 
wuieide in the fwv of tho vengerul hatfed 
Of thy Staty for croszmgonerational ‘loves 
Viat tu wacaed) abot thia gioty i2 dia 
sensitive, even sympatnetie, treatment of 
Ms vubject. Pur nore wawa — alto -- 
ate — tà hysterical, — bigoted, and 
Senpgoalezonpring athiglei written on 
the bile of ule ux axif-wrving presa 
felscioy Craw tho Pil o4 olor awole, 
avdígwd to jore wenfeuy love na vii 
incaro. ez upparentiy loving, oring 
frloplohiga of Tul cerrett arg da tet 
Wylesl ial confirw wont WALA tar been 
orging stout terme de dig four mentalt 


DEATH OF A BOV-LOVER 


DENARO RELATE RENTS MASE 
vol. 4n. 5 


H AMERICAN MAN/BOY LOVE ASSOCIATION 


fonts Of wxiotenco. fhe real criminole 
bora are tho Det. Lioyd Warting and the 
Wllonne Denscn-Gerteré of thia vorit vho 

' thrivo oa ouch trogeiies, ivi. indewd, 
mko thea possible. KAMBIA fy trying to 
mioo public conaeicusAeus about such 
felationohips, and topni tav ita efforts 
wil contin to ni omo eho in 
thoughtfel sedia coverng: ns tn thia 
article. ese 


1t de too lato for Poul Garrett. eves c 


a victis of antlomui hysterin ang 

RELA, ws aro the  ihogrivis of 

boy-lovarg ín U.S. falja Cor thalt loving 

flationohipo with Garef us s wM the 

«wy boys Men ave wen v wit and 

torturei by sw  entoreeeent nytte orb Quarto 

Udorwuntely, tære Wit te vore wl Garrett 

vigtinr, anlan Apios wane up cux lov 

Lis able to  ttiumjh sver uiv and IN MEMORIAM - 

VRO < . tme 
t 


flos Angeles Dimes remane Gur d drove to 


3 
Uy ANN JAPENGA f 


SACRAMENTO For 10 years, 
Cablorma ihghwey Parol Officer 
Paul Garrett waa conngered by hir 
Intnáz and colleagues to be "a good 
copandance guy.” 

Then, on Apru H4, Garrett was , 
Arrested ca charges of molesting 
three G+ and T year-old boys at the 
moisie home park where he lived! 

‘Phe everang of bus release from 
Sacramento County Jail on his own 


+ i 
M We have received reports 


asking about Jolin Cosch (sco 
If eccostod or visited by 
fe$430n3hlo. peuple interested 


the American equivalent (in methods and ethics) of the S. 


emphasis i$ on the 
agents’ salarios, etes, 
Be firm! 
DO NOT SPEAK, EXCEPT 
REFUSING YO TALK TO 
CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT, 


Protect: your right to privacy by c 


—— ——— | HE heppened. His mother, a beauty 


parlor operator, waa out playing 
Ungo. Garrett ersytied hos pockets. 
and left his arrest papers, cheek» 
look, Senkbuok and wallet on the 
kateben counter, 


Leite Note 
Then he began tu wate: "Mom, I 


guess I'd better teave you a 
Pelee a” 


‘That was 4x fae as he got, He 
started à second note; "1 love you. 
Tm sorry...” 

Ucfore leaving the house, Garrett 
removed à picture [rom the living 
Toon wall It was his academy 


THE FHI 


uting such encounters short, 
FOR A REFUSAL TO SPEAK, 


IS NOT A CRIME, 
Read guidelines and detsiled instructions in anther part of this issue. 


graduation patran, taken IO years the fast things Garrett did tefore he 
Vetore. died of an overdose sometime 
Garrett got back an his car and around midmght was to hurl hus 
drove south along the nyer road. academy portrat into the slow. 
Garrett had always loved the Sacra. moving water, 
mento fiver 4nd had hved vaut A number of fears must have 
receauly on « A6-fout cruiset inthe assaulted Oorrett while he sat on 
Vreczort Marina. Ata secluded spot. the river bank. One was the ktow]- 
Agar the town of Courtland Garrett edge that bath child molesters and 
parked bis car sy that ft was tops are targets for violence by 
conteates behind a concrete bunk. other inmates 1. prisons and jwis 
et. Another was the fear that he had 
He 331 down on the bank among Maraished. the-imegè oft the CHP. 
some brambles and high weeds and And there alto was the Uketihood 
watched the nver. He deank quickly that Re would Lose the respect of his 
{rons a half gallon botite of gin and father, a man whom Garrett had 
swallowed several packages of fpenthusife trying to please, 


over-the-counter sleeping plis. But perhaps the most unbearable 

Wis suter speculates that one of pressure Care faced was the 
nature ef the alleged crime, 

“Society feets that the child mo- 


testeris the lowest person there ts." 
sad Lord Marua, retred founder 


of the LAPD Sexually Exploted 
Chita Unst. 
that the FUL has visited members of NAMBLA, f+ “Inthe pubue mind, you cant do 
elsewhere In this issued, Dn Worse," sald CHP Lt. J hn 
n Tenang "ai, Vin you «re dealing with O Dieu ei sald CHP Et Joba 
in determining the truth. You are dealing with Manding officer. 
oviet KGB. Since the About the sume ume his body was 
justification of thus-for squandered taxpayers! money, : [a 
rather than on the Singing of the truth, beware! 


REMEMBER, 
WS YOUR 


'NAMBLA ACCORDING 


TO CHARLES JURRIST 
y David Thorstad — p.6 


* "SPREAD IE vob ALOU? dr 
| it ' ] 
|o ate d'ueq 


In our April Isaw mitura wre ured to 
wy Qut propriate Rola and place mio 
for NAGIA. Talo appeal do alrewly 
brouit abuut cerute Wto on the part 
of several posters. 'lkevertholean, MAY 
moro volunteers are troded in thia 
project. Too mwy voy-lovera cad toya 
suffer fron oclf-represuiun. An à unq4ott 
netvopk, NAXNA cunat do much qood if 
uwos gen and, boyo ATO Ol fuahel. 
Without vide, coatinual publicity, wr 
offectivenees will be liaitel. Everyone 
i$ urged to join in tale poet Posso 
Aon't deviaty fras the following text: | 


ROTMERICA MAN/LOY UNE ASSOCIATION 
Yor inforuntion, mead $3 to: 
HAMSLA, TO Hox V/A, low York, NY 10018 


1f you cannot afford tu fund an od, tui ^ 


twl you tuve diocoveted an important 
wivertiaiag modium, lvi wi know. Also, 40 
ext back Vo us when you huvo placed your 
ede Finally, ruon indicate that cone 
stant, reposted odo in u gt 
best meitu. tf yousible, choom due 
Tengah posditle running perioto for jour 
DM 1 bo 


p- —— ney ——— ene ae nrc 


Feedback | 


. i 
Uterus persiosion la opettiodly givn 
www Of contributors to 
letters 
viM ve fdontified by city and ntote only, 
tue  feolbeck 
tolum do fat nocvosarily reflect NANSIA'S 
lottery are presented in the 
opirit of a free und uncensored for of 


vo do otherwise, 
a thie colum vill not by printed. 


Opiniao  vrpreoned JA 


eolit, 
Locate 

*. 
Dar Polka, ] ; 


Fivave pot pe on your subscription Itet 


tur the seveletters 


B Also, you might let that. Jageolf tpos 


feonsylvente whọ twit 
Senevaltty Cire 
cuodvaned "COLPE pvulshaent" 
that Mis. letter led ve to find out 
ibelt éditees and arog off (or tbeir 


waveletiers = ia ated. 


the Childtood 
they 


' '*u PEN 
Dear fulleun persons; . 
As @ suggeslion, may I offer Nat M, 


GOYS iN YHE MEOIA to CHICKEN 
TRACKS In memory of the late boy 
love publication HERMES. 


9f the entire publication, was outright 
exploitation of the young, IMs mossa 
was simple, Doys are objects. Bui 
aven à tittle further, ‘the "correct 
typos of boys were objects, 

then, 43 now, in 
chicken hawks, boys are sex objects. 
Objects for jerkoff fantasies, Photos, 
teenybopper ‘magatines and the tke 
filing choset shelves under old pites of 
NATIONAL GEOCRAPHICS, only taken 
oul to sironglhen the boy-made: god 
fantasy Image, 


‘boys! The cute ones, of course, 


know c 


Lavra Retheway 


Black à nàme change for his column 


The 
CHICKEN TRACKS column, like much 


Mo mimis of 


What were/are the *correci* type of 


99.9995 ol the time they have to be 
white, and by all means, CUTE! They 
appear in ads, on television, and in 
mavies playing »eductive Tte rates. 
kven wore, the Scorrect® types ore 
tose who hint of their sexuatily <= 
vad the ultimae, those who show a 
plimpse ot their flesh, 

What, chills go up my spoe when. I 
hesr hawks who have seen wovics such 
$$ PIXOTE, YOU ARE NOT ALONE, 
OVER THE LOGE, ABUSE, etc., and 
their only Comments are those refering 
to which buys were beautiful or what 
skin scene they liked best, l'a not 
saying thag | don't tke skin, 1 love 
skin, | Jove toys who "strut their 
aui, I tove buys who ore seductive 
and sexy, but more so | like boys as 
boys, Tho pedestal type image thal 
spyghss wielding, raincoaled hawks 
maintain of youths is exploitetive. 11 
refuses 10 treat or deal with youths 35 
they should be treated: equally, not 
às jerhotf fantasy boy gods. 

Me, Ulack's comments in his March 


12303: column, and | quote, “E apologie , 


that: thero wes no coverage ot 
underwear scones in Ihe movies. The 
Coltective felt that such treatment of 
persons = boys or otherwise » is too 
demesning and inconsistent with the 
philosophy of the organization.” No 


apology here wos needed. ll seemed 
wd the Collective — finatly sad 
NOUCHI 


Aho in that same column | became 
vutraged when | read the closing 
Parayrephs where Me, Diack spuke of 
a TV program involving young Gary 
Coleman and his experiences with a 
"ebd. molester*, The ending kine of 
thls section read, and | quote, *,,. 
but friends have commented what kind 
ef taste could he have to gu alter 
Gary Coleman®. | am nol totally sure 
lww fo take this comment, is d, Mr. 
Blk, because Gary is biak, 3 


JOHN GOSCH PHONE HOME! 


NAMBLA has received an jingulty 
regarding the whereabouts of è missing 
lows youth, John  Cosch, whose 
disappearance has generated conslderetle 
wedia attention. John is è i)e year-old 
youth of Wost Des Moines, who 
disappeared on September $, 1302, while 
delivering newspapers. 

NAMBLA firmly believes that youths 
shouid be allowed to deteraine whom they 
snail live with. At tho same lla», tne 
request for our assistance has cune in è 
unique form: a polite phone conversation 
between Brian McNaught (Doston mayor 
Kevin White's liaison to the gay snd 
daban conmunity) and NAMBLA 
spokesperson Girian Quindy. 

Yhe idea that NAMULA would be well 
informed on cunawaysis both wrong and 
being used by the FOL against us, 
However, if anyone does know any 
runaways, suggest to hia that he call the 
National Runaway Youth Hot tine 
(1-86G-23t-6944) 10. relieve anxiety at 
home and resolve the question about the 
tonditions. under which teaving occurred. 
The Hot Line is confidential and young 
people who use It con do so without being 
preteured [nto divulging any mòre 
information than they choose 1o. . 


Budgell, of perhaps not ès cute as 
some of the other televison boy Idols? 

Perhaps Mr, Block hys begun to feel 
The mood of intolerance lowords such 


“journatism®, since he has ol late 
begun to insert Hille endorsement 
pieces such as *A liberal friend 


ageces® and Piss oy an educated friend 
said®, Enough garbeye! Just how 
“hberal® and "educated" are they to 
&wntaln such an exploitative view of 
young people? 

Perhaps these typos of solunns offer 
ə good example of the effects of our 
society's repression. of Loy lovers. 
Yhere is, however, 4 solution, Stop 
wasting Uae scanning thy TV for boy 
ico», Stop risking eye Injury (rom 
key-hole peeking and stop wasting 
hundreds of dollars on supertelephoto 
lenses. Co out and meti these young 
f«ople that are admired from afer. 
Meet thea talk with them, and enjoy 
thelr company. It ls amazing just how 
pleasant Ho bs to ect and have a 
Chance to enjoy the company of 
youths, especially for one who has 
always fantasized what it would be tike 
to talk with one. 

Mr. Black can do better than this. I 
have seen some resily good writing 
from his machine, A lot of good things 
oppear in some of his columns, but the 
chickens hawk materiis have to 9o. 
Why not skip over the fantasy boy idol 
stuff and get to the real writing that 
you do so well, Mr. Black? That stuff. 
ds good! ] 
«= David Croat 
Ceitor's note: It ts not in the spirit of 


the Collective to censor or diminish in 
any way the contribution of any of its 


members, Air, Black's toluap on 
underwear scenes was evaluated at 
length. After the discussion was 


tabled, Mr, Black' withdrew the column 
9n his own accord, 


-Afp¥sqUGHT TO FSB MISSING BOY 


j i v 


| . , * 
Johnny Gosch, who was 12 when this picture was taken, has been sighted ‘at 
least 15 times since heswas kidnapped on: September. 5,1982, while on his 
newspaper delivery route. TN h ' l 
. A year ago, he ran up to a woman in.avsmall shopping ‘center and pleaded 
for help. Another time, he stated"hls name to some ‘customers Qt a truck. | 
stop. : : ' : 
The Incident at the truck stop, plus. additional speculation that the:boy, ` 
is traveling around the country. in a truck, are reasons cited why. truckers, 
may be able to help in locating him, —. ‘ 2 
Recently, his family reportedly received three calls, all lasting less than 
4O seconds. All ended abruptly, but Mrs. Gosch believes that it was the , 
voice of her son: "Just get me out of here, mon, They've got me here, 
Just get me out....” i 
One.of the kidnappers may be d middle-aged man with block hair, d. : 
mustache-and dark eyes. | ; ze onu " 
A 8100,000,00: reward has been raised for his safe return, 


Personswith information which moy be helpful in the case gre requested . a 


to call their local FBI office or phone the Gosch home direetly at 


| ars! 
i 


be 
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TRA T n 


so editorial == 
Give the children 


THE PARENTS af an abdur ted child tell this chilling story 
about the presence of evid in our world They hited povate 
detectives te help find their abducted son, When other 
svénues failed. the detectives finally contacted "the mab.” 
They were infecmed that "the mob" refuses to traffic in 
children, although it koe what is pump on. “The mab” 
would help, and if the boy were found, $175,000 would 
be required. 

The detectives went to a mate! in Omaha, Neb.. then 
were directed ta the Kangas City airport and on to Houston, 
in Houston, they were blindfulded, drven for about 20 
fitus and finally taken wie à warehouse. 


There an auction was wi progress, On the block were 30 
to 40 young bins, many of whom appeared to be sedated 
The boys were sold for $15,000 to $30,000 each. Along 
weith bidders from the LLS were men from “oil-rich roun- 
Tics." 

The detectives were held incommunicadna fnr 23 heus 
and released. They did not find fchnny, te son of john 

-and Noreen Grach of Des Moines, kowa. johnny Goch 
amd thousands of other children are still imsaing. Every year 
hundreds of ovssing children. Joho and jane Docs. are 
bured by the states. Then murderers somenmes have 
pulled thesr teeth and burned their fingertips with acki so 
they could not be traced. 

This kind af murder, kidnapping or child moketstion i» 
TRH a crime of passion. B b big business preying upun a 
vicum who i£ almost ally deterseless. Should aor those 
who are pro-life or working for peace arai judice do a betes 
job to help our society prevent the crimes, assist the victum: 
and their families and deal jay with the criminals? 


Most of us look at a child and see s growing. developing 
human being for whom feel some seme of protection 
and responsibility. Pedophiles see a ses object, and kidnap- 
pers sec a lucrative Commodity, Fedophiles have inildrce 
number to call when they are arrested, newsletters wor; 
evite about how to abuse Children without leaving ielitale 
marks, and singers who photograph potential child victims 
for a kidnap-to-order catalog. Molesiers may want bays or 
Birks of different ages. The typical victim ian TT-yeat-old. 

in the previous sue of WOR, we saw that pevioplules can be 
priests, They can aho be cosches, sroummasters ot others 
whose position of trust enables them to be around children. 
Concerned and even suspicious parents may be a burden 


Naig Cinsi Ropera 
firs Ji 


14 


a chance 


for the many wholeume peuple who work with childre: 
ae. umelfish volunteers and professionals, fut they are . 
healthy burden. 

Last issue, we also saw how our church authorities d 
not cone well with such antivieial behavior. in our large 
Amrrican scciety, it m obvious Civil authorities du not Cop 
well ether. A sexual offender who assault: ao adult i fou 
times more to recewe à pon tert thea one wh 
Bitauls a child. What's worse, only one in 100 offender 

„is apprehended, of those, only one in TO i$ Convicted; atv 
of those, bU percent are released on probation, serving n 
yentenze in prison or mental hospitals. 


These figures come from Society's Leap Against Mole: 
tation (GLAM), as reported in the Los Angeles Times. Othe 
statics come ftom the Nanonal Center for Missing an 
Exgloted Chiüdren on Waslungion, D.C. They reveal th. 
each year, 1.5 million children are repaned missing. ( 
whom a milkon are runaways or “throveaways” (hildre 
locked out by their parents). Of the remaining half mitior 
most are abducted by a divorced parent, but many a 
kidnapped by strangers. 

Accurste statistics sre difficult to compile because af i 
consent feporang by local police, according to Care 
Zoga of Child find, Inc., of New Paltz, M-Y. The Gers ht 
told NCR there am no federal wansarcis for reporting missir 
children to the FRI. Most police departments will nat repe. 
= and fen will nor help a until children have ber 
missing for several days. 

Consequently, the GCosche« are lobbying for 

— Uniform reporting laws for all states; 


— Allowing minor chidren to gie first deposmons c 
videotape: 


e Swill, sate sentencing for molesiers. 


Several Midwestern states have pasted legislation th 
includes one or more of these points. All states need 
address these issues. 

in a society which is often ant-child inote the 30 16 E 
percent af apartments unrentabic by parent, with ch 
reni more qi qs must exert a sen of re«ponbility t 
every child. We mutt educate children hou their Edi 
integrity, persanal dignity and the everyday tules for the 
Safety. We can also snsute that our legislators and law e 
forcement officials make the weliare of all children a high 
social priority. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOUPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 
FOUPA// 1615669-000 


Total Deleted Page(s) = 1 
Page 8 ^ Duplicate; 


30000000000000000000000€ 
X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X ForthisPage X 
J00000000000000000000000€ 


Page 2A "The Kaisas tity Star, Wednesday, Atigust 14, 1985 
D UN. ar EN e vg tte d P 
Parents end search > 
.. for missing paperboy 
JT bythe Associated Press ` 7— Jotinny’s ankle. that no.one else * 


Bye ML —————.—— knew about. He came to us with 
. D es Moines, Iowa--Saying good, credible information.” But 


she’s frustrated and tired “he made threats against our life 
of dealing with the FBI if we contacted authorities,” she 
. about her missing son, the moth- said. . 
, er of a newspaper carrier ab- . The FBI's complaint states 
., ducted in 1982 says she and her ‘that Mrs. Gosch told the FBI July ; 
` : husband are "pulling out” of the 26 that she had received a phone . 
. . Search. t < < =" c* ea from a man who said he 
` The FBI announced Tuesday knew where her son was and - 
«' that a warrant had been issued - could return him for a fee. The 
.. for the arrest of Robert Herman Gosches met the man in St. Louis 
.”. Meier H, 19, of Saginaw, Mich, on July 14. He told them their son 
also known as Samuel Forbes had been kidnapped by the Hell’s 
Dakota, on a charge of fraud by Angels motorcycle club and was 
; wire. . being held in Mexico City, said 
The mah is accused of taking FBI spokesman Charles E. Wi- 
$10,000 from the Noreen and Jey. © >° U FM : d 
. John Gosch, asking for $100,000 Mr. Dakota said he would res- 
more and promising to return ^ cue Johnny and deliver him for 
. their son, John. *- "7 Ut $10,000, followed by $100,000 to 
- Mrs. Gosch said the FBI's an- ` be wiréd to a bank account in the 
L: gouncement was “dirty pool” and. Bahamas, the FBI said. Mrs. 
was Gosch paid Mr. Dakota $10,000 
can from the Help Find Johnny 
rs WAR + ** Gosch Inc. Fund, the FBI said. 
“So I have another announce- "On July 24 Mr. Dakota told her 
ment to make, It’s with reluc-- ‘by telephone that the rescue had * 
+ tance that once this lead is re: failed and that three of his asso- 
- solved, that is the end.of our ciates had been killed: in -the 
search for Johnny. > ` . attempt, Mr. Wiley said. Mr. Da- 
“We can't carry the burden of kota said another rescue attempt 
aising money, paying détec- would take place in Dearborn, 
ives, fight the FBI and secure ~ Mich. said the FBI, which deter- ! 
* the help of our senators every -mined that no shoot-out ever took 
^ C time. We have to pull back... - place in Mexico City. ~. et 
. ‘it's getting to the point of being On July 26 the Gosches told the 
- injurious to our health? Mrs, FBI that they planned to go to 
Gosch said. ] . Cleveland on July 28 and get 
~ Her son was last seen Sept. 5," their, son back in exchange for 
1982, as he was about to begin money, the FBI said. "^ T7 


/. “We were to wait for one more = 


was’ | 
| 


p . ; tofindhim. ^ae cg "m 
“She also said the man had told me! te 
the family that three others were n 
involved in the abduction of her ;. 
son," < : 
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Companies give | 
money to help : | 
find children E 


From: pineapple growers to pizza 
makers, ‘a-growing n ‘umber Di compa- 
nies are announcing hey -will gi 
part ‘of their income te help find 
missing children. - & 

Wednesday, a West Des’ Moines mc mo- 
tel, the Quality Inn Westinark at Intér- 
state Highway 80 and Ashworth Roa 
said it will contribute a percentage 
its August sales froin, its new" -lounge, 
Extises, “to fuids for. missin; Des 
Moines area -newspaper ‘carrigts 
Johnny Gosch and Eugene Martint A 
minimum. of $1,500 is expected. Rl 

“Tn our community, this problems 
all too real to us," said motel general 
manager Ronn Sorensen. Quality Inns: 
across thé United Statés will post 
photographs of missing children and 
provide telephone service .in their 
lobbies should those children seek 
help, he said. 

Earlier, the Red Baron Pizza Sery- 
ice.of Marshall, Minn, said the com- 
pany will donate 5. cents to the two 
fuùds for every Red Baron pizza sold 
in Des Moines stores from Aug. 18 to^ 
24. Thé company also announced that 
it Grill permit the Gosch and Martin 
families to raffle off a ride aboard the 
the Red Baron Squadron; three open- 
cockpit biplanes that will do stunts at 
the Des-Moifies airport Aug. 19-21. 

Dole, the pineapple grower, récent- 
ly announced it. will soon start an'ad- 
vertising campaign urging support for 
the Washington, D.C.-based Natiorial . | 
Center for Missing and Explóited Chil-- 
dren. For.every coupon returned from- — 
customers; Dole said it will contribut 3 q- / [4] 5 3 103 
5 cents to the center up toa: ‘maximtim? 
of $250,0 0, 

j Gosch disappeared. Sept. 5; 1982, 
and Martin disappeared Aug.12; 1984. " 
Both*were delivering the Dës Molhes. 
Sunday Register, 
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By FRANK SANTIAGO 
| Reoister Stel Wetter 

Police will get help from a psychic 
Saturday to find newspaper carrier 
Johnny Goseh, who hasn't been seen 
for more than eight years, 

“All things are possible," said West 
Des Moines police Lt. Gerry Scott, 
who has been in charge of the investi- 
gation. 

Scott said Greta Alexander, an Nli- 
nois woman who claims to have found 
| hundreds of missing people, will give 
her “impressions” to steer invéstiga- 
tors to-a site she says could reveal 
‘what happened to the youngster. 

It is the second time Alexander has 
been involved in the case. She led offi- 
cers well heyond the city into soüth- 
| west Iowain the early days of the.in- 

vestigation, but the search.turned.up 
nothing. 

Alexander will be. sitting in her 

‘Delavan, Il, home: talking to.investi- 
` gators.over a mobile phone as the in- 

vestigators ride through the lowa 
f countryside. 

She is.expected to describe various 
landmarks and locales to the officers, 
who will begin the search at 42nd: 
Street and-Marcourt. Lane in West 
Deg Moines. 

a Gosch, who was.12, is "believed to 
have:been-abducted.from that corner 

| Sept. 5, 1982, when he-was delivering 
the Des Moines Sunday Register. 

1o “Whether-the information comes 
from her:or a:suspect or a witness we 

“have. never found, we'will do whatev- 
‘er we can. with that information,” 


1 {dealing with it and I hope and pray it 
Js successful.” 
} Scott said Alexander had been rec- 
lomminded by-the.Gosch family and 
policd'agreed to include her in (he in- 
vestigation. 
"Noteen and John Gosch appeared 
together with Alexander and other 


Psychic again called in. 
to aid search for Gosch `- 


ie said Scott. “I've got no: problems. 


h 
Missing since 1982 


claitvoyantsi in March at a a taping of, 
the "Geraldo" television show. The 
eouple-and parents.of other missing 
children had.been:calfed togéther by 
host Geraldo Rivera to discuss the: ab- 
ductions. t 

Alexander told the Gosches that 
their son was dead and that the. 
remains might be near a.gravel pit - 
and railroad bridge: not too far from 
West Des:Moines. © 

Noreen.Gosch said Tuesday that 


she had mixed feelings about psy- 


chies. She said that sortie clairvoyants 

had: “good track records” and'she in- 

cluded Alexander in the group. 
Réached at her home, Alexander, 


ni 
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who claimed she gained her psychic . 


übilitiesin 1966 after being struck by 
lightning, said her powers “‘were.im: 
pressions, like intuition, a woman's: 
intuition.” 

“There is:no space.and:there is 
time. There's just always;".she said, , 
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Omaha investigator 
to take on Gosch case 


By FRANK SANTIAGO 

ier Stat Writer 

"Boy Stephens, an Omaha investiga- 
tor who: helped authorities crack open 
fling Nebraska kidnapping case,, 
ined the hunt for missing West 
Dés Moines newspaper carrier, 
Johnny Gosch. 

ipreen Gosch said Thursday that 
E: phens “has begun sorting through 
"good. information” that has surfaced 
jmtecent months about Gosch's ap- 
parent kidnapping almost nine years 
ü 


ich declined to discuss details, 
tüt'sources say Stéphens-has been in 
raska, Iowa and Minnesota track- 
down leads that have come to the 
family. 

^ p 's like a bulldog,” said Gosch, 
whose son vanished while delivering 
the Des Moines Sunday Register on 
Sept. 5, 1982, near his home, "Roy 
will get.ahold of something, and-he 
Woi'tlet go.” . 

Stephens, director of-operations for 
the- Missing Youth. Foundation in 
a, said the Gosch investigation 
e difficult because years have 


d. 
tephens’ work helped prosecutors 
reh win the-conviction-of David 
Phelps, a Perry native accused of kid- 
Rapping 9-year-old Jill Cutshall. in 


Norfolk, Neb. She has never been. 


found. 

His investigation caused a sensa- 
tion, Stephens had taken Phelps to a 
wildlife preserve near Norfolk and 
fired a shot into the air. The shaken 
‘Phelps then went with Stephens to a 
local motel and agreed to an inter- 
view by an Omaha television crew 
&ummoned by Stephens. 

During thé taping, Phelps said he 
had been with the girl in 1987 when 
she disappeared but had left her alive 
with a friend at the preserve. The 
friend wasn't charged. 

The tape and other details gathered 
by Stephens were critical to the 
state’s case against Phelps, who has 
insisted he is innocent. 

Lawyers on both sides were out- 


raged by Stephens’ tactics. Prosecu- | 


tor James Smith described. Stephens’ 
work as “unprofessional” and said 
police often referred to him as "the 
big dummy.” 

Stephens said he wasn't annoyed by 
the comments. He said he had be- 


come obsessed with the.Cutshall case. |" 


and had fired.the handgun in frustra- 
tion, 

Stephens is.one of several investi- 
gators, including agents from the FBI 
and Division of Criminal Invesiiza 
tion, who have'entered the as 
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osch ‘informant’ was ~~ 
figure in Omaha scandal 


By FRANE SANTIAGO 
Reoister Statt Writer 

Is Johnny Gosch mixed up.in a sex- 
slave and pornography ring? 

After nine years of relentless ru- 
mors, stories were surfacing last 
week that the abducted newspaper 
carrier had been taken by pedophiles 
into a grotesque underworld of child 
`} pornography and violence. 

This time the parents were relating 
the information. John and Noreen 
Gosch said it had recently come from 
an "informant" who claims he helped 
‘| with the abduction and had been with 
Gosch after the kidnapping. 

Bizarge Case 
| While bizarre in a case studded 
|: with.the bizarre, the account had a fà- 
miliar ring. It sounded like the sex- 
drugs-satanism rumors that rocked 
Omaha recently, stemming from the 
€ollapse of the Franklin Community 
Federal Credit Union. 

The similarity is no coincidence. 

‘Source of the recent Johnny Gosch 
stories is Paul Bonacci, 23, an inmate 
at the Nebraska State Penitentiary in . 
Lincoln who is serving-time for three. 


abusing a minor, 

Bénacci provided elaborate tales ; 
of drug use, sex and violence in Oma- 
ha to investigators and a grand j 
There was no mention of Gosch at the 
time. i 
After hearing bis stories and dé- 
bunking allegations of other wit- 
nesses} the grand jury declared Bon- 
acci “was perhaps the most pathetic 


witness to appear.” —— 


- OM 7-1053 
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A 


separate. convictions of sexually ; 


PAUL. 
BONACCI, 


Bonacci claimed during that inves- 
tigation that he had multiple persdn- 
alities, at least 28, and that he had sex 

ith some of the city's most powerfgl 

en. The grand jury noted: “His psy- 
Chiatrist doubts that he can tell the 
truth. 

"His many inconsistencies and con- 
tradictions render his testimony un- 
believable and necessitate his indict- 
ment for perjury.” 

Bonacci was charged with perjury, 
but the charges were dropped. Au- 
thorities said his mental state was a 
factorin their decision. 


` Chastised Lawyer 


Tn an ubusual-comment, the grand 
jury chastised Bonacci’s lawyer 
aHowing him to come before fhi 

and jury in the first-place. 

Told of Bonacci's claims, 
ch, James Martin Davis, 
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: are always people like-this coming: 


i 
i 
i 
i 


ha lawyer involyed in the early stages 
tme Omaha investigation, said, 
“This guy is a pathological liar. There 


and advancing the hopes of the-fami 
jy. Maybe there is a grain of truth, 
The problem is this person.has cried ? 
wolf so many times, it’s hardly worth. H 


; ànykind of belief.” 


i 


i 


| at the prison, said, “He seemed sin- 


i 


| local man who made the arrange- i 
: amount of money on the deal. Johnny, | 


: route on Sept. 5, 1982, a.few blocks : 


i the man, butsay their private investi- 


But Noreen and John Gosch, aware `- 
of Bonacci’s past, say his ‘claims ^ 
į about their son are believable andi - 
" have produced some startling results 1 : 
in theinvestigation in Des Moines. ] 
John Gosch, who met with Bonacci | . 


cere.” 

Bonacci has told the Gosehes that | 
he participated in the abduction of Í 
Johnny Gosch. He contends it was j- 
carried out by four men, including a | 


ments and made a substantial ! 
then 12, was taken off his newspaper : 


from his West Des Moines home and ; ' 
whisked away undetected. 

The Gosches say they have been 
told Johnny was handed to his captors ^ t 
for child pornography. 

The Gosches say Bonacci has pro- 
vided good information on the Des i 
"Moines:"source" and has identified | 
his pieture. They decline to identify 


gation has aecümulated a variety òf ` 
information on him that is being 
added to almost daily. 

Noreen Gosch says of Bonacci, "He 
knows some incredible things." 

But what proof? i 

She says, "There were photographs | 


ken of Johnny prior to the kidnap- ' 


fing” bythe abductors. “We know 
ae a woman reported it to 


GOŞCH 


A i \ > Please tum to Page 3B ——-— 


FB DoJ 


“Gesch "informant? was 
figure in Omaha scandal 


room by Stephens. Phelps said he was 
with Cutshall the day she disap- 
peared. 


, Continued, from Page One 


We're not going to reinvent the wheel, 
This has been investigated in Nebras- 
Ra, When things need investigating 
here, they will he investigated," he 
says. i 

Poliée have not interviewed Bonac- 
Ciand have no plans to do so. 

Scott says, "Even if he had 250 per- 
Sonalities, a: person like this could 
have been involved, The possibility is 
there" 

Abducted 


i Gosch, who left his home with his 
dog, had started his Des Moines.Sun- 
day Register route when he was 
taken. His wagon, filled with newspa- 
pers, was found two- blocks from his 
ome, His dog returned safely home. 

A vast search that began later 
failed to turn up a shred of informa- 
tion. Almost two years later, Eugene 


Received Flack 
The arrest and conviction was a 


victory for Stephens, but he got flack 
from police and Prosecutors and 


Phelps’ lawyers, 


& 
‘being a loose cannon, an unprofes- Joli; 
it S i iy Gosch 
che aa known io police as the Abducted 9 years ago 


What the critics didn't note was the bottom of the baffling Gosch case 

that Stephens — who was in prison 15 and then. turn the information over to 

years ago in California for safe- authorities: 

Cracking — was getting applause, in- “Tm not-trying to locate Johnny. 

cluding from Cntshall's Mother, for Those things prove fruitless. Pye 

solving the difficult case, tried to. come at it froma different ; 
“Tt was a périod I went through — angie and concentrate on.the infor- 

that m very ashamed of,” Stevens mation on the perpetrators and find 

says of his safe-cracking days. “Butit them. 

has laid the foundation for l Still Receive Leads 


have done with missing childre Scott says leads in the Gosch case 


Recently, the 40-year-old Stephens i j 
has been getting more praise. He was continue. In the past year, two prison. 


naméd outstanding man.of the year ines dn "Their storie Ced | 
by Jaycees in Nebraska for his work no new information, Friday, Scott 
magazine arre is yen, Water” YAS Working on a reported. nga 
"gate figure G. Gordon Liddy, who op-^ » ihe y er ter in Indiana, one of. 
erates an academy for corporate sé- rand 5 Pat have come to police, 
curity in Miami, said Stephens was T always felt we do-what we can 
tops in finding missing children. do, Maybe there’s some nitwit in this, 
“The best in the business in that It S got to be Somebody deranged, 
field, according to a survey of his We ve got boxes and files and data 
peers, is Roy Stephens... whohagre- that sò far show what didn’ thàppen, 
Covered some 50 missing children Scott said, . 
over the last five-and-a-half years, "Eventually Something is going to- 
Máy you never require. hisservices," happen. This is going to be solved, I 
Liddy wrote. have that gut feeling. Right now, 


Stephens says-he expects to getto we've got nothing,” 


Martin, 13, also delivering the-Des ——— À———— s 
Moines.Sunday Register, was abduct- |; 


ed near his home in south Des Moines, 
about seven miles from the Gosch 
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(Gosen: Ring i 
of pedophiles | 
| took Johnny 


‘By FRANK SANTIAGO 


Register Statt Writer 


ing a van and- cars. and'whisking the: 


newspapér route near ‘his home in 
West Des Moines, was taken. for 
money and. was to be.used'in pornog- 
raphy or for sex, she said, 

"There are so many aspects to this, 
put we think we're dealing with hand- 
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ball criminals who don't want to-be 
eaught and won't stop at anything to 
remain free,” she said: “I have not 
slept since I have heard some. details 
this week.” 

One theory about the fate of her 
son, she said, isthat he may have heen. 
forced into recruiting other children 
into pornography. 

-Gosetr did not identify any of the 
four, including the local man. She 
Said he invited the others tó.the Des 
Moines area and arranged-a meeting 
at a motel before the abduction 
Sept. 5, 1982. 

Large sums of money are.believed. 
to have been exchanged, she said. 
Gosch said the ideritities of all but one 
of. the:four, a man who-déesn’t lve in 
Towa, ate known. She said she andan. 
investigator, Roy.Stephens of Omatia,, 
have been supplying information to 
West Des Moines police. 

i Stephens provided informi 


olice in Norfolk, Neb., last year that 
elped thern-crack. the. kidnapping of 
ill Cuishall Aug. 13, 1987. David 


ion to 


osch: Pedophile ring took J ohnny él | 


Noreen Goseh 
“Dealing with hardball criminals” 


a native of Perry, was ar- 
and convicted. of that 
ping: Cutshall hasn't been found, 
urees close to. the Gosch case 
said the information about the four 


| waytooearly. We have so many of 


, What happened: to the yor 


mei was obtained by Stephens from a^ 
former prison inmate in Lincoln, 
Neb., who claimed to know about the, 
ring. 

Stephens has told the family, 
sources Say; that the ex-itimate iden- 
tified the Des: Moines “contact” from 
3 photograph. The suspected contact, 
said Gosch has been under suspicion 
by'the familly. forsometime. .. f 

"From what we know ofthis. itfa- 
mant, he has credibility,” she said. 

Gosch said the recent information 


- appears to fit in with other-details the 


family has gathered through the 
years, 

Gosch said Stephens told her the 
same ring may bé involved in other 
kidnappings ‘in the region, including 
the suspected abduction of Des 
Moines Register carrier Eugene Mart 
tin, 13, in south Des Moines in 1984 
and-more récently, that ofdacob "We 
terling in'St. Joseph, Minn. i 
Talk Show Comments Bu 

She said comments Wednesday-ón 
a WHO ràdio talk show about thé: in- 
formant were "ünfortunate and 

AO 


have destroyed ail. that we ft 
“We were. not ready withthis, Tis 


worked toward." 


things that we havé to-do,” she sa 
Several. breaks aye emerged! jh 


the cases of the two. carriers, yio 


were ‘both delivering the-Des Moines 


_ Sunday ‘Register. But all of the leads. « 


‘have-uncovered tio information as P 


Despite a.search that included’ b 
FBI, state and local police, an 
of thousands of handbills po: 
across the country, no information . 
has been. uncovered to indicate what 
happened. to the two or whether he 
cases. ara connected, a 
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| said to have par- 


We're GE RE GETTING PRETTY CLOSE’ 


Suspect in California case | 
tied to abduction of Gosci 


A drawing of the mani was 
identified by a former 


inmate who says he aided in . 


the lowa kidnapping. 
By FRANK SANTIAGO: 


REGISTER Stare WRITER 


Authorities are frying to deter- 
mine how a police sketch, which was 
circulated for years iria San Francis- 
-co-area, kidnap- 
ping, surfaced as 
a composite 
drawing of a man 


ticipated in fhe 
Johnny Gosch ab- 
duction in West . 
Des Moines. 

Investigator 
Roy Stephens, 
Who has been Gosch 
tracking the 
‘Gosch abduction Missing 
for the family, confirmed Wednes- 
day that the drawing of a suspect in 
the-Gosch case was borrowed from 
the West Coast case. 

How the composite in Michaela 


| Garecht's abduction surfaced in Ste- 
|: phens' investigation of the Gosch: 


kidnapping has puzzled the FBI and 
Towa investigators, 


“I think the best way to describe it. 


_ is that we're trying to determine thé 


, credibility of the information at this. 
time," said Rick Smith, an FBE 


spokesman in San. Francisco. 


“Best We've Got” 

Drawn from descriptions by a 9- 
year-old girl, the drawing isn’t con- 
Sidered reliable by the Hayward, 
Calif., Police Department, said Hay- 
ward Det, Steve Kirkland. "It's the 
best we've got, thoigh,” he said. 

Kirkland said hundreds have 
claimed to have seen a man who 
looks like the man in the drawing. 
"We've had women say, ‘It’s my boy- 
friehid,' " hesaid. 

More than 12,000 tips sińce Gar- 
echt was kidnapped in 1988 have 


failed to find à trace of the young- 
Ster, Kirkland said. 

Paul Bonacci, a former Nebraska 
prison inmate, said the California 
drawing was à dead-ringer for 
“Tony,” Stephens said. 

Bohacci contends à man named 
"Tony assisted hiti in the 1982 abduc- 
tionrof Gosch. His account of the ab- 
duction has been received with skep- 
ticism by authorities, who haven't 
interviewed him because, they: daim, 
he is not d credible witness. 


` One of Three 


The California -drawing.is one of 
three men Bonacci says took part in 
the abduction. He has identified the 
iwo others as "Emilio" and 
"Charlie." Their full identities have 
not been disclosed by Stephens, 

“Two years ago, when Paul start- 
ed describing to me peopleswwho- were 
involved with Johtny’s kidnapping, 
he gave verbal descriptions on a 
number of people,” Stephenssaid. "T 
started gathering composites of sus- 
pects in other abductions who 
Yooked like what he described." 

He Said lie placed several compos- 
ites in front of Bonacci ànd Bortacci 
picked the Hayward composite. 

"That's him,’ Re said,” said 
Stephens. “He said if it’s not Tony, 
it’s his twin.” 

Stephens, executive director ofthe 
Missing Youth Foundation in Omaha, 
said the drawing was among several 
‘posters of suspects that come in tie 
mailto the foundation. 


Not Surprised 


That Bonacci selected. a. question- 
able drawing done four years ago 
and in another case was no surprise 
toStephens. 

"ER these péople ate operating in 
$ome type of organized. venture; 
they're bound to be popping up 
somewhere else," he said, 

Stephens and the Gosch family 
have claimed that the 12-year-old 
Gosch, kidnapped while delivering 
the Des Moines Sunday Régister, had 
been taken by a ring of pornogra- 
phers. 


Garecht was riding a motor scoot- . 


‘Drawing of suspect 


T 
er with a friend in 1988. Both leftthe 
scooters outside a store, Michaela 
saw the friend had left her scooter 
neat an old. car and she went over to 
pick itup. 

“When she bent ‘over, awhite male 
jumped out-of the-car, picked her up 
and threw het into the front seat. We 
think the ‘kidnapper was working 
alone. He sped away with the girl 
and.she hadn't been seen since,” the 
FBI's Smith said. 

We don’t think this was done by a 


The composite was. drawn from 


descriptions provided by Garecht's 
friend. Smith said the FBI is aware 


that Bonacci has fingered the coni- 


posite in Garecht’s case. 


"We're not in a position to disre- | 


gard leads even. if they lack the ut- 


^ fnost of credibility. We're notin a po- 


sition at this time to say this is-less 
credible than. something else," 
said, 

Stephens has been in-San-Francis- 
coin recent weeks to trace leads pro- 
vided by Boriacci. 

“I think we're knocking oñ the 
door: We're getting pretty closeXo 
finding out what happened tex 
Johnny,” he said. 


he 
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Taz GoscH Case 
Phone call. 
is seen as 
extortion 


j Aman calling from San. 


Francisco identified himself 

as a missing West Des 

Moines newspaper carrier. 
By FRANK SANTIAGO. 


a RecisrerSraer WRITER. 


A ysterious call from à man in 
San cisco who identified himself 
as missing newspaper carrier 


ñ „Johnny Gosch may have been an ex- 


tortion attempt, a source close tothe 


. investigation said Friday, 


Paul'Sparrow, senior producer for 
“America’s Most Wanted” in Wash- | 
ington, D.C., who worked with ‘| 
agents to track the caller, said the 


| FBI had been unable to find him, but 


the search continues. 
“The person is probably not | 

Johnny Gosch, the FBI thinks, but 

possibly an extortionist,” said Spar- 


J; row. 
| Accurate Recounting 


An FBI spokesman in-San Francis- ' 


‘| co declined to comment, but con- 


firmed that several calls had been | 
made to the West Des Moines home 
of Gosch’s parents. The agent said } 
Noreen Gosch’s recounting of the de- 
tails was accurate: NES 
Noreen-Gosch, the abducted boy’s 


. mother, said the caller hung up-with- 


traced to the phone booth by tan 
T&T operator Monday. ‘evening. 
A. passer-by in San Francis 
om Gosch identified. as a. Kell 
MkFeddan, answered the phone. 
McFeddan said the phone booth had 
been occupied by another man who 
was sitting on a nearby bench. - 
Beene nearby DENch, . 


out talking. She said the calls were | 
1 


J-om- 3F924 
OM 80-592A e 


4. 
BH 


Jur primary 
^ Victim and with the victim's family} 


Johnny Gosch 
Missing 


~r 895pónaimg to the operator's in- 


structions, McFeddan. went to the 
map on the bench, He returned to the 
phene to say the man had identifidd . 
ünself as Johnny Gosch and sajdHe 
was from lowa. y 


Agents Closed in 


McFeddan was told to heng up and 
call: Noreen Gosch. McFeddan called 


j Gosch, who contacted the FBI. 


man disappeared. 

Smith, FBI spokesman in San! 
co, Said he wouldn't disclo: 
ofitheinvestigation, 


Agents closed in, but the d 


concern is with the}. 


We don't want to raise any falsq | 
hopes, but with a lead like this, we 
"are pursuing it to the fullest extent 
possible." 
Smith said, "We pursue all leads 


but it doesn’t mean we're any closer | 


to-finding her son.” 

Sparrow said the calls were made 
froma booth at a bus station. He said 
the FBI believed McFeddan, whom 
he.described as a homeless: ‘person, 
was telling the truth. 

“America’s Most Wanted," a 
crime-stoppers show that appears 
Fridays on.the Fox Network, has 
been feeding the EBI leads. The in: 
formation was obtained after a Nov: 
20 broadcast detailing the abduc- 
tions of Gosch, 12, in 1982 and Des: 
Moihes newspaper carrier Eugene | 
M: 1984. - 
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6,000 Calls 
. _-Spprrow- estimated that operato 
answered more than 5,000 calls, th 
‘greatest responsé.te any show in th 
progyam's five-year history. The 
program pleaded for information 
' about the abductions. É 
Also recetved was a-14-page letter 
written by an individual who 
claiined he had known Paul Bonacci. 
; Hesaid he could verify some of Bon- 
acci's version of the kidnapping. The | 
* writer, who said he wanted to-help 
in the investigation, claimed to have 
been with Gosch for two years. 
* _ Bonacci, a former Nebraska prison 
; inmate, wasinterviewed on the pro- 
gram and told of his involvement in 
Gosch's abduction. He identified 
+ three others who-he said participat- 
ed. 


Authorities do not consider Honac- | 
cicredible. . 
. _ Sparrow.said the‘letter was signed | | 
. Jimmy” but there was no other 
lentifi¢ation and no return ad 
He-said the program planned 
ing a broadcast to make aivappebi to 
ie writer to identify himself. 
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* By FRANK SANTIAGO 


REGISTER STAFF WRITER 


lL Noreen Gosch, mother of the 
|j missing West Des Moines newspaper 
if. carrier Johnny Gosch, said Thurs- 
day she-was “totally in shock" over 
recent calls to her home that she said 
may have been made by her son. 

"This could: be a very substantial, 
2j lead-or just another long shot,” she 
a} said. 
3|  FBLagénts closed in on the area 
near the phone booth.in San Francis- 
co where the calls camé from 
Monday, but found no signs of 
Gosdh, she said. 

The calls followed a recent broad- 
casttof "America's Most Wanted,” a 
‘crime-stoppers show on the Fox net- 
work, which traced the abductions. 
of Gosch, 12, in 1982 and Des Moines 


88 


Gosch’s mother in ‘shock’ over calls 


newspaper carrier Eugené Martin, i 


18, in1984. 

Gosch and her husband had re- 
turned to their West Des Moines 
home, after Thanksgiving vacation to 
find. several calls on their answering 


machine; She said:a caller had. hung. 


$i without talking. 

The -calls persisted through the 
weekend, and Gosch said she asked 
AT&T for help: 

She said an operator traced the 


* calls to a phone booth in San Francis- 


co. The operator dialed the number, 


and, Gosch said, a Kelly MeFeddan. 


picked up the phone. 

The operator asked, according to. 
Gosch, who listened to the conversa- 
tion, whether MeFeddan had been 
talking on the-phone. He responded, 
"No," but he said he sàw another 
maii in the phone booth and that 
Man was sitting on a bench nearby. 
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MeFeddari was asked by the oper 
ator to approach that man and:ask | 


his identity. McFeddan-teturned to 
the booth and said the man said his 
name was Johnny Gosch and-that he 
had lived in Iowa.. 

The operator gave McFeddan 
Noreen Gosch's phone number and. 
told him to:call right. back, Noreen. 
‘Gosch said, 


McFeddan did'cail and Gosch noti: | 


fied the FBI, which closed in, 

The inan who was on the bench, 
described. by McFeddan to be 6 feet 
taland in his early 20s, vanished. ' 

She said agents scoured-the area 
and could firid:no trace of him. 


Gosch said the FBI provided an | 


age-enhanced photo ôf Gosch to 
McFeddan, and he said the photo 
closely resembled the mañ d 
seen in the phone booth. FBI off a 
couldn't be reached for comment, 
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MERICA"S Most WANTED" 


By FRANK SANTIAGO 


REGISTER STAFF WRITER 


Was Johnny Gosch in a Winn-Dix- 
ie supermarket in Gulfport, Miss., 
about three years ago? 

Was he selling roses from South 
America recently in Raleigh, N.C.? 

Could he have been the youngster 
seen. a few years ago in Sacramento, 


Johnny Gosch ` 
lissing since 1982 
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‘The pyogram also included a draw- 
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TV show provides 
tips, leads in Gosch, 
Martin kidnappings 


These leads and dozens more, 
gathered by a nationally televised 
program Nov. 20, have been passed 
on to police and FBI agents, who are 
now.checking them out. 

Although the tips generated from 
“America’s Most Wanted” are new, 
they don’t promise quick answers to 
the mysterious abductions of news- 
paper carriers Gosch and Eugene 
Martin, investigators said Wedries- 
da; 


Producers of the show said opera- 
tors received more than 2,000-calls, a 
response rarely matched in the pro- 
gram's five years on the Fox Net- 
work. 

"It is like anything else that has 


come into this case,” said West Des, 
Moines police Lt. Lyle McKinney. 


“We are not ignoring anything and 
we've got alot of work, 
“We don't want to demean any- 


thing people told the television pro- . 


gram. What they said was in good 
Taith." 

Larry Holmquist, spokesman for 
the FBI in Omaha, said: “Any infor- 


| mation received as a result of the 


eiring of "America's Most Wanted' 
"will be reviewed for lead value. We 
will not initiate any investigation 
based on information received from 
established uncredible sources.” 

Asked if “uncredible sources” in- 
clude Paul Bonacci, the former Ne- 
braska prison inmate who appeared 
on the program and. claims to have 
participated in Gosch's abduction, 
Holmquist said: “We have no com- 
ment. The statement should be taken 
forts face value.” 

Filmed partly in the Des Moines 


: area, the program retraced events 


surrounding the kidnapping of 
Gosch, 12, in 1982 near his West Des 
Moines home, and Martin, 13, in 


"south Des Moines in 1984. 


Both were delivering the Des 
Moines Sunday Register. Police have 
been unable to link the cases or de- 
termine if the boys are alive. 
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Eugene Martin 
Missing since 1 984 


and sketches of three individu: 
Bonacci claims. aided in. the 
abduction. 


One caller said she saw a 


youre: 
ster who looked like Gosch in JUN 


-permarket in Indianapolis. .THe! 


Was no accompanying factual info 
mation as to whether it was ‘Go: 
McKinney said. 0h 
Another caller said “Johi 
Gosch is still alive" and hung up. Levy 
McKinney said about, 200 leadan: 
Gosch were received. He said De: 
Moines police. got 11 leads on t$ 
Martin case. ` 
He couldn't explain why the. num: 
bers were go far apart. | 
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of sketches in Gosch case AN 
Noreen Gosch is optimistic over a (A) 
San. Francisco newspaper's report . 


that FBI investigators ‘have new 
leads in a kidnapping case that may 
involve her son’s kidnapper. 

“We're very, véry hopeful," said 
Gosch, mother of Johnny Gosch. 
| "Now we can prove-there isa. pat- 
tern, a trail of cases. ... "We have 
some tangible material that can be 

traced,” she said Sunday. 
| The television program "Ameri- 

ca's Most Wanted” recently. aired a 
composite sketch:that a private in- 
vestigator claims is that of Gósch’s 
abductor. The San. Francisco'Chroni- 
cle reported Wednesday that the 
sketch matched another sketch ofa 
child's-abductor in tte San Francisco 
| area: Bay-area-investigators, the på- 
per reported, are looking into wheth- |! 
er-the.two kidnappings are corinect- 
ed. i 
Des. Moines FBL.agents.are aware . 
‘of the possible connection, and the 
lines of communication are open 
between agents in San Francisco and 
Des Moines, said-agent Dayid Oxley. 
„Johnny Gosch was 12% yhen he 
as Kidnapped from his paser route 
i: West Dés Moines in 1982 while de- | 
iyering the Des'Moines Sunday Reg. 
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By Kate Thompson 
Journal staff writer 


Reports of a Siouxland arrest — or 
: any arrest — in the Johnny Gosch 


Johnny Gosch, a 12-year-old West 
Des Moines boy, was kidnapped 
Sept. 5, 1982, while delivering the 
Des Moines Register. After more 
than a decade, the case has received 
national media atterition but remains 
unsolved, 

Apparently, a solution is not near, 
authorities said. 

“The FBI has not made an arrest 
in this case and we have no basis for 
suggesting we wili be making an ar- 
rest in this case," said John Camp- 
bell, assistant special agent in charge 
of the Omaha office of the FBI. 

He said no real strong evidence 
has turned up recently, even with afl 
of the publicity the case has received. 

Campbell said the attention the 
case has received on “America’s 
Most Wanted” and in various news 
reports has been misleading. 

“So much of that is information 
that has no substance or is informa- 
tion lacking in credibility," Camp- 
bell said. 

The lead law enforcement agency 
in investigating the case has been the 


case are false, authorities said Friday. - 


Saturday, May 15, 1993/page A3 


Arrest in Gosch 
case not true 


West Des Moines Police Depart- 
ment. Sgt. Bernie Taylor is one of the 
officers who has worked on the case. 
He agreed with Campbell’s com- 
ments. 

. “There is nothing anybody is try- 
ing to hide from anybody," he said. 
*'Nobody has been arrested.’” 

Taylor said police continue to 
follow the case closely. Recently, 
they went to Madison, Wis., to con- 
duct an interview in the case and he 
said rumors may have been started 
there as well. 

“Its a frustrating situation,” 
Taylor said. **Half the stuff we hear 
(from the media) i is news to us. But 
we are still investigating.” 

Taylor said he felt he was more 
Certain of what had happened a de- 
cade ago and said some of the 
speculation about the case may have 
added to confusion rather than actu- 
ally assisted in increasing knowl- 
edge. 


He added that he is not being crit- 
ical of the family's efforts in locating 
their son. Taylor said if it were his 
own child who was missing, he 
would have done many of the things 


the family has to find their son and to 7 


draw attention to the case. 
** Any parent would,” he-said. 
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Bonacci Claims 
Investigated 
In Colorado 


BY ROBERTDORR 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 

Paul Bonacci’s claim that he saw 
missing Des Moines newspaper carrier 
Johnny Gosch imprisoned at a house in 
the Rocky Mountains is being investigat- 
ed by Colorado sheriff's officers. 

The Chaffee County Sheriff's Office 
learned about Bonacci’s claim three 
weeks ago from a staff member of the 
“America’s Most Wanted” television 
show, Undersheriff Dave Bowers said 
Wednesday from Buena Vista, Colo. 

‘The Fox network TV gosam includ- 
ed a segment on the Gosch case last 
November. Tuesday evening, the show 
produced an update. 

Bonacci was shown leading a film crew 
to a house where he said he and Gosch 
were held in 1986. 

Bonacci, 25, of Omaha, has a multiple- 
personality disorder. He was labeled a 
“pathetic figure" by a Douglas County 
grand jury that indicted him in 1990 on. 
charges of lying under oath. Bonacci 
testified he had been.sexually abused by 
prorninent Omaha men. 

The grand jury, which investigated 
allegations stemming from a legislative. 
committee’s inquiry into the failure of 
Omaha’s Franklin Community Federal 
Credit Union, said Bonacci's allegations 
were part of an elaborate hoax. 

Since then, Bonacci has claimed he 
was with two men whom he called 
“Amelio” and “Tony” when they ab- 
ducted Gosch, then 12, in 1982 from a 
West Des Moines street. 

Bonacci said Amelio and Tony were 
part of a ring that abducted young boys 
for sale to men who sexually abused 
them and used them for pornography. 


Bonacci said he and Gosch were held 
in an “underground chamber” at the 
Colorado acreage, 

Bowers said the property for several 
years has had an absentee owner. Sher- 
iffs officers are trying to find three 
renters who might have occupied the 
house during the mid-1980s, he said. 
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The undersheriff said the area de- 
scribed on the TV program as an “under- 
ground chamber” is an enclosed space 
undemeath the house, which sits on a 
hillside. 

The FBI says it does not believe 
Bonacci is telling the truth. 


Bonacci's indictment by the Franklin 
grand jury was dropped after another 
accuser in the Franklin case, Alisha 
Owen, was convicted of perjury as a 
result of her similar allegations. 


Bonacci was released last October 
after serving 28 months at the Lincoln 
Correctional Center for fondling three 
boys in 1989 in a case unrelated to 
Franklin and Gosch. 
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BY ROBERT DORR 

WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 

Paul A. Bonacci said on a Fox network 
television show Tuesday night that he 
saw long-missing Des Moines aper i 
carrier Johnny Gosch imprisoned at a 
ranch in the Colorado Rocky Mountains 
in 1986. 

Bonacci, 25, of Omaha, was indicted in 
1990 on charges of lying under oath to a 
Brand jury investigating child sex abuse 
allegations in the-Franidin Community 
Federal Credit Union case, which is 
unrelated to the Gosch abduction. 

Bonacci accompanied a reportin, 
crew for the *America's Most Wanted" 
Show to a ranch near Buena Vista, 70 
miles west of Colorado Springs. He said 
he and Gosch were held in an “under- 
ground chamber" at the ranch. Gosch 
‘vas branded with a “Rocking X" brand 
after trying to escape, Bonacci said. 

Bonacci didn't explain how he was 
brought to the ranch or how he left. 

Bonacci has claimed that he was with 
two men that he called “Amelio” and 
"Tony" when they abducted Gosch, then 
12, in 1982. Bonacci said Amelio and 
Tony were part of a ring that abducted 
young boys for sale to men who Sexually 
abused them and used them for pornog- 
raphy. 

Gosch and Bonacci were together 
again at the ranch four years later, 
Bonacci said. 

Show narrator John Walsh said the 
Current ranch owner was not living there 
when Bonacci claims he and Gosch were 
held there. The owner is working with 
law authorities, Walsh said. 


With Johnny Gosch 


, 'Gosch óf Des Moines, believe Bonacci 


‘knows too many undisclosed details 


about the case to be making up his story. 
Asa result of the first report on the TV 


show, a man named Jimmy wrote 


' Gosch’s parents to say he too was 


held at the ranch, Walsh said. 

Gosch disappeared on Sept. 5, 1982, as 
he was about to deliver a wagon load of 
Sunday newspapers a few blocks from 
his home, 
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"Last November's show generated 
5,000 phone calls from people offering 
tips, many of them about the Gosch case, 
Lance Heflin, the show's executive pro- 
ducer, said in an interview from Wash- , 
ington this week. . 

Those tips were passed along to police 
and the FBI, he said. 

The leads provided by the TV show 
were investigated, but none panned out, 
Lt Lyle McKinney of the West Des 
Moines Police Department and FBI 


spokesman Larry Holmquist told The - 
World-Herald. : 
Bonacci was indicted after he testified - 

to the Douglas County Franklin grand | 

: Jury that he had heen sexually abused by ; 
prominent Omaha men. The grand joy + 
called Bonacci “a pathetic figure.” 1 


The indictment was dropped after « 
another accuser in the Franklin. Case, . 
Alisha Owen, was convicted of perjury as * 
a result of her similar allegations. 


‘The show telecast on Fox stations first 
told the Gosch story last November, 
Tuesday night's segment on Gosch, one 
of several missing-children stories told 


on the one-hour program, was termed an oUF LICATE COPY FORWARDI 
Nu cero been given a TO RÀ ON : Q 8 IERE 


He-detector test, and the results were 
inconclusive because of his multiple 
Personality disorder, 

The FBI does not believe Bonacci is 
telling the truth, Walsh said. He added 
that Gosch's parents, John and Noreen 


SEARCHED. 
SERIALIZED, 


MAY 2 7 1993 


HED. 


@- 7-0m-38929 


1 - 80-592A 
JHC:dlk 


WAC 


FBI/DOJ 


Bonacci Saw 


FBI Considers 


Claims False 


BY ROBERT DORR 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WANER 

Colorado authorities said Tuesday 
thal they believe Paul A. Bonacci made 
up his story that he saw missing. Des 
Moines newspaj er carrier Johnny Gosch. 
ina house near Buena Vista, Colo. 

Bonacci made his claims on a televi- 
sion show. 

“We don't find any credibility in 
anything that Bonacci has said,” Chaffee 
Undersheriff Dave Bowers said 
from Salida, Colo, “We feel confident 
that Bonacct has fabricated the whole 


come to that 
conclusion mainly based on the FBI's 
investigation of Bonacci's claims regard- 
ing Gosch. j 
The FBI has said it doesn't believe 
Bonacci is telling the trath about the 


Bonacci has claimed repeatedly that 

e men who 
abducted Gosch, then 12, in 1982. Gosch 
Bonacci says 
Gosch was taken by a ring of men who 
sexually abused young boys and used 


camera crew to an unoccupied house in 


the Colorado Rockies. Bonacci said he 
saw Gosch held therein about 1986. 


The Chaffee County sheriff's officer 
who investigated Bonacci's claims, Dep- 
uty Sheriff Randy Nold, said from Buëna 
Vista that Bonacci might have gotten 
enough information from someone fa- , 
miliar with the area to tead the TV crew 
to theempty house. teg 

Bowers and Nold said they Haye 
determined who occupied the“ house, 
during the time that Bonacci claimed he, 
saw Gosch there. The two sheriff's o 
cers said they don't have any substanti 
tion that Gosch was ever held ther 
that any Jaws were violated. 


Bonacc's attorney, Lincoln lawye: 
John DeCamp, said he still thinks-Bo 
acci's story needs more investigation 

Bonacci, 25, was indicted bythe 
Douglas County Franklin prand juty in? 
199 on charges of lying under oath after 
he testified that he had been sexually 
abused by prominent Omaha men. ^ 


‘The charges against Bonacci were 
dropped after another accuser in the 
Franklin case, Alisha Owen, was com 
victed of perjury asa resuit of her similar 
allegations. : 


‘The Franklin child-sexual-abuse alle- 
gations arose out of a two-year investiga 
tion by a special committeé of the 
Nebraska Legisiature. That committee 
was formed after the 1988 financial" 
collapse of Omaha's Franklin Communi- 
ty Federal Credit Union, . 
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John: F. Kennedy ` 
( atch the Movie 
rn the Reason 


Picture JFK becoming aware of a major B 
plot to take control of America. A Nazi 
plot begun before the end of WW IL A 
‘plot to infiltrate the Pentagon, the CIA 

.-and the EBL. Picture a book printed in 
1940 call 
. "America and the New World Order" 

" "about America becoming a strong part of 
the Third; Reich. i 
“Jump 20 years after Kennedy's death B 
to 1983, Charles Highams a writer 
about the;good old days of Hollywood 
researches a biography of Errol Flynn 
. ^d discovers his Nazi connections 
©: Henry Ford and his company, 
eral Motors, ITT and Standard Oil 
and they’ were all major backers of 
Hitler and the Reich. Fascism, the rule 
of the elite, with workers as slaves 
fascinate America corporation 
o rule like to Roman of old 


An Expostof theNeri Amel 
Money Plot 1533 1249 MERI 


id not go well in Americag 
despite heavy sabotage and massive 
propaganda against FDR the Jew lover. 
The coup that had been planned never § 
took placé. The Germans were losing on 
the home front. The World Bank 
helped fo influse more capitol into 
German and set up a Swiss bank account 


so that millions looted from the banks 


in Daland Pieneere ate onuld ho net documentyed extensive use 


A 


By 1991 Linda "Hunt in 
Agenda:Operation Paper Clip 


February 7 , 


, Published by: 
John M. Zielinski 
America Free Press 


1992 


CA 


AHIBIT $ BAL 
case 2e d et 


THE REGISTER'S READERS Say 


——— ——— 


Why do police ignore Gosch suspect? 


year ago when Paul Bonacci 
first shared information about. 
his participation in our son's 
kidnapping, we, too, were shocked 
and a little unsure of the Information 
that was coming from this young man, 

It was so horrible we didn't want to 
believe it at first. Then, as the private 
Investigator began to check out and 
verify all of the information, a picture 
of what actually happened to our son 
began to form. 

Jobr DeCamp, Paul Bonscci's attor- 
noy, shared In a written statement all 


. of Paars remarks with the FBI office 


in Oresha, All of thin time we hoped 
and prayed they would make contact 


+ with Paul and check for themselves 


the securacy of the statements about 
the kidnapping. Silence from the FBI 
followed — nothing happened. So we 
pursued the information, just às par- 
ents have always done. 

Them ull hell broke loose when this 
story hit the news media. The story 
was not released by us or our private 
investigator, However, we had to deal 
with the effects of this untimely re- 
lease. Again, we tried to look on the 


"Secret 
" had 


positive side and hope with this all 
being out in the open, including the 
names of the kidnappers, that surely 
the authorities would then seek out 
Paul Bonacci and talkto him, 

Again, silence — followed by their 
declaration from thetr offices that 


“they had declded Paul is not credible 


on our case, that due to 2 multiple-per- 
sonnlity disorder he has fabricated all 
of the information about Johnny, 


* Hf that is true, how was Paul able to 


select the correct photograph from a 
line-up of photos and tell us about the 


local man in Des Moines named Sam ` 


and his Involvement In our ĉase? Paul 
has correctly given us his first and tast 
name. This man'has been s suspect iri 
the case for four years. This fa quite & 
catneldence. 

If this terrible tragedy could happen 
to our son, and the years of paln and 
work to solve it could be thrown away 
when a confession finally comes in the 
case by the authorities, k could hap, 
pento anyone, 

‘Those responsible for our son's laa. 
napping are still free. We know who 
they.are at this time, but nothing 


would prevent them from kidnappin,, 
again, especially when they see and 
hear news reports that authorities 
will do nothing to help, 
— john and Noreen Gosch, 
1004 45th SL., West Des Moines. 
. 


Isn't it appalting that both the West 
Des Moines police and the DCI both 
initlally felt that the trip to Omaha to 
interview John Bonacci, who admits 
involvement in the abduction of Juhn 
Gosch, was not worth theeffort? . 

How could the police dismiss even 
the slightest chie ahd refuse td act? 
‘Only after WHO-TV sired the story 
and The Register printed the same did 
the police finally decide to act. Had it 


mot have been for the news media, thé 


lead would not be investigated. 

The police should not have to be em. 
Darrassed into performing their job. It 
ts a tragedy both for the Gosch family 
and for the public that the media must 
have to step in and expose the laxity 
vof the West Des Moines police and the 
Division of Criminal Investigation. 

^ Hugh Hammond, 
2908 S8th St, Des Moines. 


FEARFUL NEBRASKA LEGISLATURE ' 
of dotor CLOSES DOWN INVESTIGATION. TOWA 


ALISHA OWENS TRIAL? A4 WSR UT uL" 


Gary Caradori, special investigator hired 

by legislature to investigate child sexual 
abuse and Franklin Credit Union failure: 
WHAT DID HE FIND OUT 


THAT GOT HIM KILLED? 


Why has the media gone all out to discredit 
him? 


GUILTY OF 
PERJURY, 
B COUNTS 


Don't let his 
death be ir vain 


, The guilty don't want 
the truth known, la- 
beling this a hoax. Join 
those who are exposing 
the real liars, aot pyn- 
ishing the vicums. `- 


First the Worfd'Her- 
alë, then 48 Huus 
did smear campaigns 
on Caradori. They 
questioned only ihe 
alleged perpetrators 
& none of the vitims 
of people with s- 
cess to evidence. Why? 


Gary Caradori, and 

daB year old sea 

ew were khled 

ina plane cash 
July 11. 1990. 
Most Nebraskans 
believe fout play 
was invslved in the 
accident, 


WELL, THERE YOU HAVE IT FOLKS, ALL THE EVIDENCE 
15 IN -HEH-HEH- (EXCEPT. For WHAT WAS SuccESSFULY 
KEPT OUT). SHE'S HAD ATRIAL RY A JURY OF HER, 
PEERS (AND BY THE MEDIA). THe JUSTICE SYSTEM 
DOES WORK. AND LET THIS BE A LESSON TO YOU _. 
OTHER VICTIMS OUT THERE. KEEP YOUR MOUTH 
SHUT OR YOu CAN GO TO JAIL TOO // 


2 


C BELIEVE IN SANTA 
CLAUS, APOTOF GOLD 
AT THE END OF THE 
RAINBOW, AND THAT 
PORNOGRAPHY 
DOESN'T HURT ANYONE, 


NEXT TIME YOu GET 
RAPED, KID, YOU 
BETTER Have 3 
WITNESSES, A (f 
VIDEO TAPE G 
ANDA sienep Y 
NOTARIZED 


AND DONT COME 
AROUND EXPECT! 

A FAIR, TRIAL IF YOU GET 
RAPED BY A PROMINENT 
PERSON, EITHER, 
You HOAXIER. 


community. Ourchildren =. 
sould never have to be the 
target of this "acting out.” 

Let's make a stand to pro- 

tect them. First Amend- 

ment rights were not 
established to protect 
materials that incite : 
sexualassaultof children. =` 


Some myths don't hurt. Some do 


PORNOGRAPHY 


ALWAYS HAS A VICTIM . Every Nebraskan should 


kaow thefacts. To find out h 


Studies show thet porno- 


graphy is almost always an what the media didnt tell you 3 
influence in sex crimes. If read: eade Z pi 
pornography becomes an - CAREFULLY Tm 
addiction "soft porn" leads The Mystery of the Carefully 8 >) 
to "hard core porn" anda Crafted Hoax. Send $6.00 

desire to act out what (ppd) to P.O. Box 30165, 


they've seen. You have 
every right toa porn-free 


- Lincolna, NE 68503. 


JF YOUR CHILD OR GRANDCHILD WAS RAPED, 
WOULD YOU TELL ANYONE BASED ON WHAT 
HAS HAPPENED TO OTHER VICTIMS? 


Alisha Owen faces years in jl having been found quiky 
ofperjary. Her crime? Telling the Grand Jury who it was 
that sexually abused her. Alisha has been portrayed as will- 
ingly broadcasting her abuse stories to get money and atten- 
tion. The truth is, she wanted it kept a secrct and only 
talked when ber nome was brought up az a victim by 
others several tikes. She feared now that some poople 
knew, she could be killed and believed it eaerto tell the warden, (She was in jail 
for writing badchecks.) Never was there any attempt to find out who did abuse her, 
if it was not who rhe said. Ithasbeen heretofore unheard of toindict the person. 
the allegations. Alishs's original lawyer, Pamela Vuchetich appears to 
ve collabor sted with the FBI while she was supposedly defending Alitha. This 
was denied as admissible evidence in Alisha's trial. In fact numerous important 
points of evidence were denied. It seemed all the prosecutor hadto do was say “I 
object" andthe Judge, went along with it. Hopes for a fai rial were low from the 
begimning. B3 E 


.. Paul Bonacci was avictim of abuse as achild and teenager. 
`. When he told his stacy to the Grand Jury they refnead 4 e- 
Deve it and labeled him a Har "incapable of telling the to." 
He was charged with perjury. The charges have been 
dropped, though probably not in the interest of justice bitt 
rather to farther supeess the mith by not allowing the fis to 
come out incoat, — - 
When intemations Vy renowned psychiatrist! Or: T 
Gerber appeared before the Franklin Investigative corii: aíttes 
eA as sn expert witness she testified that she bad found Pani B. to 
havt mutipi personalities. She had interviewed him for four hours. Sh2 believed he 
wasitétting the truth. She said, "Multiple personsfities don't lis (unless they have a 
pathologiscal perponality). They tend to be more truth telling thes the re of the pop- 
ulation, becanse when they get into something they don't like they switch to a different 
perronality. Paul is unusual because hehas a computer chip’ personality with meticn- 
lous attention to detail. ‘This personality kecps track of all the other personalities. Be- 
cause of this “computer chip" memory Paul has been invaluable in providing details 
to help locate missing children. He has dedicated hie life to helping prevent other chil- 
dren from suffering the same abuse he did. As avery young child he was sexually 


"GP Shae AP Go CH Geet Ellie Shake de ed AULI 


Hen ^ 


GUTI DO 
ANT YOU TO BELIEVE. 
EM TELLING THE 
TRUTH THIS 

Time WHEN I 
SAY “LUED: 


QBVIONSEY Nou rocks 
WILL SEUteve THAT 
GARY CARADORI, 
ONE OF THE COUNTRY'S 
TOP 5 INVESTIGATORS 
WOULD RISK HIS 
CAREER, (NOT TO MENTION 
WIS LIFE) TO TELL ME, A 
TOTAL UNKNOW THAT x. 
COULD EXPECT To MAKE, 
MILLIONS BY WRITING 
ABOOK. I GST PAID, 
ALRIGHT. YEAH, SO. 
FAR, SINCE T 
RECANTED, nte Ve 
4 ter ME LIYE! 


Well, there vou have it folks He fied. 
Nothing could be truer that that. No need 
to interview Loren Schmit, the legislative 
committee or anyone vith the facts, That 
settles it, And we know that you know if 
the media says it, it must be true. Yours. 
for truth in media... 


abused by absbysitter. At age six apriest sexuuolly abused him. His life became 
apattern of abuse, He was fiownnationally »ndinternationallyto participate in 
sex particz and forced at gunpoint to have cer: with adead boy. He witnessed 2uil- 
dren being killed during the m dking of "snuff films" (a pornographic film in ` 
which achild is killed). In one instance a pitch fork was pushed up a boy's rectum 
till he died, The men watching lasghod. ‘uc was keptin place by numerous 
threetr to himself or was told his friends ckfsmily would behurt. When hetokt 
the Omaha police thy lasghed. [> . Densen Gerber urged Nebraska, "Dont si- 
fence him just because the truth is hard tot Lar. She said, "I've never seen young 
people arrested for telling their stories.“ 


HOW CHILDREN ^ CUTEM HOW CHILDREN 
ARE STOLEN EL feias ooo ror E #2 
murs to vem fF ARE STOLEN 
Ob LR 


PAUL WITRESSED THESE AUCTIOREU 
Uc DESCRIBED MEN Inv rong B 
Like THE SAUDIS WEAR. 


7 fm eech NGOHT 


DO AMERICANS CARE HOW MANY CHILDREN ARE MISSING 


WATCH ON CABLE ACCESS 26, IOWA CITY 


AMERICA FREE PRESS and the VICTORY VIDEO NETWORK 
present: - 


Video Presentation and Se erdinar 
(TIME: Tiny March 24 PLACE: mede Pai Librin 


PARENTS PICTURE YOUR CHILD HERZ Kalona | 
VARIOUS MISSING CHILDREN'S ORGANIZATIONS CLAIM BE- 
TWEEN 2 AND 3.5 MILLJON CHILDREN MISSING IN AMERICA 
JN THE LAST 30 YEARS. 

MEMBERS OF THE NEBRASKA LEGISLATGR BEGAN AN 
INVESTIGATION THAT TURNED UP INDICATIONS OF A N. 
TIONAL OR INTERNATIONAL A CHILD KIDNAP RING, INVOLY- 
ING THE NORTH AMERICAN MAN BOY LOVE ASSOCIATION AND 
POLITICIANS OF BOTH PARTIES IN NEBRASKA AND NATIONAL 

OVER 80 CHILDREN IN THE OMA! NL AREA WERE SAID 
TO BE PART OF A NATIONAL CHILD PROSTITUTION RING THAT 
SERVICED EVEN STAFF MEMBERS AT THE WHITE HOUSE 

WHAT HAPPENED TO JOHNNY GOSCH, NOREEN GOSCH EX- 
PLAINS ON THE NEW VIDEO. A CHILLING STORY. = _ 
o Wednesday, Merch 25 Iowa City Public Library 


1 fre Sch s 
EXPERTS FRI yo THECOUNTRY NUTS ." 

CHILD KIDNAPPING - SEX SLAVE AUCTIONS 
JUVENILE AIDS - RITUAL SATANIC TORTURE - 


BABY PORN - MURDERED WITNESSES - ~- CANNABALISM 
CHILD WITNESSES POLITICAL PRISONERS GOVERNMENT COVER-UP - 
PEDOPHILE NETWORKS - DEATH THREATS - MEDIA BLACKOUT 


Speaking Engagements: : m ARN "American Genocide” 
John M. Zielinski d series available from: 
America Free Press Sofe ud ili Victory Video Network 
P.O. Box 2660 Hs presentin P.O. Box 786 
Iowa City, IA 52244 aliit and Towa City, 1A 52244 


319-683-2714 *write for new catalog* 


Jacob Wetterling was abducted on 
Sunday, October 22, 1989. from 
91st Avenue South of St. Joseph, 
Minnesota at approximately 9:15 
p.m. He and his brother and a 
friend were approached by a male 
subject wearing dark clothing, 
carrying a handgun. Jacob's 
brother and friend were atiowed to 
leave but Jacob was forced to 
remain. No vehicle was seen 
Jacob is five feet tall, 75 pounds, 
brown hair, blue eyes, mole on left 
cheek 


RÉWARD 


is , cing offered for information :2ading to 


the safe return of 


- Jacob 


Wetterling 


(Stranger Abducted) 


T youthave any Information, pleass call the Stearns 
County Sheriff's. Department at 612-251-4240 or 
Crime Stoppers at 612-255-1301, or toll free 1-800- 
2551301. 


À reward and search fund has been established and 
your support would be much appreciated. Your gift of 
money should be made out and sent to: 


Jacob Wetterling Foundation 
P.0. Box 639 

St. Joseph, MN 56374-0639 
612-363-0470 


CALL 1-800-255-1301 
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Why do police ignore Gosch suspect? 


year ago when Paul Bonacci 
first shared information about 


kidnapping, we, tno, were shocked 
and a little unsure of the informetion 
that was coming from thls young man, 
It was 80 horrible we didn't want to 
belleve it at first, Then, as the private 
Investigator began to check out and 
verify all of the informatlon, a picture 
„of what actually happened to our son 

. began to form. f 
John DeCamp, Paul Bonacci's attor- 
i noy, shared In a written statement all 
+, of Pau's remarks with the FBI office 
In'Orraha, All of this time we hoped 
4 and prayed they would make contact 
+ with Paul snd check for themselves 
> the securacy of the statements about 
thr kidnapping. Silence from the FDI 
fatlowed — nothing happened. So we 
, Wnrwoed the Information, Just bs par- 

, enla heve alwaya done. 

_ Then wl hell broke loose when this 
ulory hit the news media. The story 
was not released by us or our private 
„ Investigator, However, we had to deal 
EN with the effects of this untimely re- 
* lease. Again, we tried to look on the 

E "Rd PES 


| 
| his participation In our son's + 


A ee i 
d Ayal uie BY ci 


d "Mvotux AR COMMITMENT! ^ 
Inmate asks | 


positive side and hope with this ali 
being out In the open, including the 
names of the kidnappers, that surely 
the authoritles would then seek out 
Pau Bonaccl and talk to Flin, 


Agaln, sence — followed by thelr 


declaration from thelr offices that 


“they had decided Paul! Is not credible 


on our case, that due to a multiple per- 
sonality disorder he has fabricated all 
of the Information about Johnny, 

If that Is true, how was Paul able to 
select the correct photograph from a 


Ine-up of photos and tell ux about the 
linet of phata Mi am^ the slightest cide afd refuse td act? 


local man In Des Moines named 8 
and hls involvement In our case? Paul 
has correctly glven us his first and last 
name. This man has been & suspect iri 
the case for four years, This la quite a 
colncldence. PM 

Tf this terrible tragedy could happen 
to our son, and the years of pain. an 
work to solve it could be thrown sway 
when a confesslon finally comes fn the 
case by the suthorltics, it could hap, 
pen to anyone. ue 

Those responsible for our son's kkt- 
napping are allll free. We know who 
they are at this time, but nothing 


would prevent them from kldnappln,. 
again, especially when they see and 
hear news reports that authorities 
wil! do nothing to help. 
— John and Horson Gosch, 
1004 45th SL, West Des Moines. 
* 


Isn't It appalling that both the West 
Des Molnes police and the DCI bath 
inltlaliy felt that the trip to Omnha to 
interview John Bonaccl, who admits 
involvement In the abduction of John 
Gosch, was not worth the effort? 

How could the pollce dismiss even 


Only after WHO-TV aired the story 
and The Register printed the snme did 
thé potice finally decide to act. Had lt 
mot Fave been for the news media, thé 
deed would not be investigated. 

Tre pollcg shuld not have to be em: 


d barrassed Into performing their Job. It 


si tragedy both for the Gosch family 
and for the public that the media must 
have to step In and expose the laxity 
of the West Des Molnes police and the 
Division of Criminal investigation. . 
` — Hugh Hammond, 
£908 38th St, Des Moines.: 


Eonaccl was adnultted to the Lin- 
coln Correctional Center June 8 to 
begin serving & sentence for sexu- 
sly abusing three boys. He is dur 


Teleased in October 1992, 
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INVESTIGATI ON 


Prisoner offers : 
possible lead in: 
@Gosch mystery. . 


By FRANK SANTIAGO 
Reoictee Stall Writer 

Is Johnny Gosch mixed up in a taw- 
dry sex slave and pornography ring? 

After nine years of relentless ru- 
mors, stories were surfacing last 
week that the abducted newspaper 
carrier had been taken by pedophiies 
into a grotesque underworld of child. 
pornography and violence. 

This time the parent: were relating 
the information. Johu and Noreen 
Gosch said it had recently come from 
an "informant" who claims he helped 
with the abduction and had been with 
Gosch after the kidnapping. : 
o While bizarre in a cas. studded . 
with the bizarre, the account had a fa-. 
miliar ring. It sounded like the sex- 
drugs-satanism rumors that rocked 
Omaha recently, stemming from the 
collapse of the Franklin Community 
Federal Credit Union. d 
‘Ths similarity is no coincidence. | 
Source of the recent Johnny Gosch- 
stories is Paul Bonacci, 23, an inmate ^ 
at the Nebraska State Penitentiary in 
Lincoln who is serving time for three 
separate convictions of sexually 
abusing a minor. 2I 
Bonacci provided elaborate tales 
of drug use, sex and violence in Oma- * 
E ha to investigators and a grand jury.', 

= There was no mention of Gosch at the 


* time. 
à 


Melressky Legis litore 


After hearing his stories and de-^ 


bunking allegations of other wit- | 


nesses, the grand jury declared Bon-.- 
acci "was perhaps the most pathetic. 
witnéss tö appear." " . 
Bonacci claimed during that inves-- 
tigation that he had multiple person: 
alities, at east 28, and that he had sex 


| with some of the city’s most powerful 


men. The grand jury noted: “His psy- 
chiatrist doubts that he can tell the 
truth. a : 

“Bis many inconsistencies and com- 


thorities said his mental state was a 


factor in their decision. - : 
In an unusual cómment, the grand 
jury thastised Eonacci's lawyer for ; 
allowing him; to come before the: 
Please ture to Page 3B 


> 


Prisoner offers | 


GOSCH ii 
Continued from Page One 
grand jury in the first place. 

Told of Bonaccl’s claims about - 
Gosch, James Martin Davis, an Oma- _ 
ha lawyer involved in the early stages 
of the Omaha investigation, said, 
“This guy is & pathological liar. There 
are always people like this coming in 
and advancing the hopes of the fami- 
ly. Maybe there is a grain of truth. 
The problem is this person has cried 
wolf so many times, it's hardly worth" 
any kind of belief." 

But Noreen and John Gosch, aware 
of Bonacci's past, say his claims 
about their son are believable and 
have produced some startling results 
In the investigation in Des Moines. 

John Gosch, who met with Bonacci 
at the prison, said, “He seemed sin- 
cere.” - os 
Bonacci has told the Gosches thet; 
he participated in the abduction of 


Johnny Gosch. He contends it was. | 


carried out by four men, including a. 
loca] man who made the arrange- 
ment; and made a substantial 


informa 
added tà 
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route on Sept. 5, 1982, a few blocks 
from his West Des Moines home and 
whisked away undetected. — . 

The Gosches say they have been 
told Johnny was handed to his captors 
for child pornography. 

The Gosches say Bonacci has pro- 


vided good information on the Des 7 


Moines "source" and has identified 
his picture. They decline to identify 
the man, but say their private investi- 
gation bas accumulated a variety of 


says. 
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sonalitié 
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Mom says son, ` 


linked to nd 
sex ring in '80s, - 
returned in 77 


BY MICHELLE CARR: and Burch HASN 
| Lincoln Joumaf Star 


Noreen Gosch, mother of an Towa newspaper carrier 
abducted'in 1982, made a startling revelation Friday iia 
‘Lincoln courtroom: She talked.with her missing-son twó 
years ago. 

"Mom, do something," she said 
her son, Johnny Gosch, pleaded dur- 
ing their visit in het Des Moines, 
Towa, apartrhentin March 1997: 

Gosch told of the conversation it, 

* her testimony. duritig a-U.S. District 
Court hearing on a lawsuit against 
former Franklin Credit. Union Man- 
ager Larry King, The civil suit was. 

| brought by Pail A. Bonacci; who 
claims he was sexually assaulted py ems 
King and others-in a child:sex ring. GOSCH 

| Gosch was asked to testify about her 
discussions. with Bonacci, who revealed. in 1991 that he 

| helped:abduct her 12- -year-old son and-force the. boy into 

| achild-sex ting. x 

King was sentenced by a federal judge jh 1991 to 15 
years in prison ih connection with his misuse of the 
Omaha credit union's. funds; In the-méantime, a judge 
dismissed all of the deferidants except. King ia.the taw- 
suit filed hy Bonacci in 1991. 

When King failed to respond to the lawsuit, Seniór 
US. District. Judge Warren K. Urbom entered.a default 
judgment. The hearing Friday was to determine the 
amount of damages the judge could levy against King, 


j Urbom wit determine damages later. 
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| "Eranklin/Gosch says son returtied in 397 


E 


| 


Continued from Page 1A 
_ 3n an interview after thé hearing, 


Góseh é4id she has riot seen her son - 


since their hour-long’ encouhter. 
„Johnny, who was 28, told het he 
gould not reveal his whereabouts be- 
cause he feared for his ife. ~ 

She said she was stunned to see 
Rer son at her door late that night. 
“For a long timé, I thought that 
riaybe he had his life taken," she 


id: 
And although she had not seen 
+. him for 15 years, she inimediately 
r recognized his face when she looked 
through the peephole. “You're 
alive"shesaidtohim. — ' 
and a frien j whom he.de- 
entity, came:to:seek' 
help in making sure the people ré-. 
' sponsible for the alleged sex ring 
Were arrestéd, Gosch said. He pro- 


vided her with names and other in- . 


formation, she said. 
“a ‘Her son.shared some of his expe- 
riences in the child-sex ring, Gosch 
said, but did not provide. details. 
“Johnny was an electric kid. He was 
so’ spontaneous, Hé always had a 
"^ góod smile," Gosch said. “What he is 
< how is.angry and bitter. He feels like 
he lost half his life.” 

Gosch believes her son was part 
of 2 global, organized ring that used 
children to make pornography and 
to compromise politicians. She has 
Yatinched a private investigation in 
which more than 35 children have 


‘been interviewed about their experi-., 


ehées in the ring. e’ 


ult and painful. to 
Hg out the door that 


concluded it was riot credi! 
"Bonacci testified Friday that he 
was with'several other men connect- 


child prostitution ring he claimed'in- ! 
volved dozens of young people. 


a] 
; restedin? 


p 


"money to.prócüre men in iheir late. : 
teens or eatly 20s for sex?butnót un- 


derage boys.” “- ` 


During her testimony, Bonacci's ` 


attorney, John DeCamp, told No- 


reen Gosch her statemerits.sounded J 


incredible: 
Replied Gosch: 
truth. is stranger than fiction. The 


[| people: who say. they. don’t believe 


better hope tò helt they don't find 
themselves in my situation." 
Puring het 


oped after years of sexual abuse. 

“I have bad dreams at night that. 
I don't even want to teli my wife 
about,” said Bonacci, who was. ar- 
1989 arid convicted on three 
counts of child sexial assault. He 
was. released from the Lancaster 
Correctional Center in October 1992. 

“tt’s hard for me to keep a job,” 
he testified. “I’m.a Christian. ... Im 
trying to liye my life as I should.” 


“Sometimes . 


front insomnia, nightmares and mul- - 
tiple-persónality disordér he dével- ' 


FD-350 (Rev. 5-8-81} 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


By FRANK SANTIAGO 
REGISTER STAFF WAITER 

Noreen Gosch said Friday that 
her missing son is alive and “I get 
Teports about him from investiga- 
tive sources.” 

The West Des Moines woman 

said the newspaper carrier, ab- 
„ducted from his route near his 
home Sept. 5, 1982, was in hiding 
and “terribly afraid” to come for- 
ward. 

She said new information about 
him has come from her own 
Sources, She declined to identify 
thosesourcesor say where Johnny 
Gosch was, a response she said she 
had promised her son. 

"They would not benefit from 
the publicity,” she said, referring to 


other missing young men includ- 
ing Eugene Martin, kidnapped 
Aug. 12, 1984, from his newspaper 
route in Des Moines. ggg 3 
Gosch claimed her 
son is privy to infor- 
mation about child 
pornographers who 
She said abducted B® 
him. The release of MEE 
that information J , 
would endanger 
him, she said. m 
Authorities have been skeptical 
about the child pornography claim. 
Investigators say they have been 
unable to find a trace of the young 
men and don’t know if they are 
alive. 


Gosch's comments came during ~ 
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a seminar of the Academy of Pri- 
vate Investigators at Des Moines 
Area Community College. About 
40 private investigators and law 
enforcement officials reviewed the 
cases together but drew no con- 
clusions about what happened or if 
the two cases were connected, 

Noreen Gosch stunned the public 
last year when she said her son 
visited her at her West Des Moines 
apartment in 1997. He would have 
been 27 years old. She told no one 
of the visit, she said. 

Asked Friday if she would con- 
sent to polygraph or voice stress 
test, Gosch said “absolutely not.” 

"E have no reason to. Ihave done 
my own investigation and don’t 


KR 


Noreen Gosch: My son is alive 


have to prove anything to anyone 
who doesn't believe me.” 

Don Martin, an observer at the 
meeting and father of Eugene, said 
child pornographers may have 
been involved in both cases “but it's 
only a possibility." 

"Child pornographers pass pic- 
tures around. Johnny's and Eu- 
gene's picture have been printed so 
many times you wonder why no 
one has made the connection," he 
Said. 

Martin said he has no informa- 
tion that his son, who would be 29, 
is alive. 

“Its been so long that I don't 
know if these cases are ever going 
to be solved,” he said. 
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Police still looking into Gosch link to photos 


West Des Moines police say they continue to investigate 
photos that appear to show Johnny Gosch, the West Des 
Moines boy who disappeared at age 12 in 1982. 

Noreen Gosch said she received the photos the last weekend 
of August. She told The Des Moines Register she 
believed two photos showed her son. 

Gosch turned the photos over to West Des 
Moines police, who then sent them to the Iowa 
Division of Criminal Investigation's crime lab. 
Lt. Jeff Miller said the department has not yet 
received information from the DCI regarding 
- the legitimacy of the photos. 

Bosch "it's a priority case in our opinion," Miller said 
on Wednesday. 

Johnny Gosch vanished before dawn on Sunday, Sept. 5, 
1982. He was last seen picking up copies of the Register for 
delivery. His wagon, full of papers, was found two blocks 

` from the Gosches’ home. 
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A Florida sheriff's office 
can't prove they predate 
the 1980s D.M. case. 


By LEE ROOD 
REGISTER STAFF WRITER 
She made news around 
the globe, telling how the 
photos of three youths who 
were bound 
and gagged 


her doorstep 
jn late August 
— 24 years 
after her son 
Johnny disap- 
peared. Gosch 
Some doubt- 

ed Noreen Gosch’s claims 
that the photos includedim- 
ages of her long-lost 12-year- 
old after a Florida investiga- 


7A-OM-38929 16 
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Ex-investigator: 
No proof photos 
aren't of Gosch 


On the Web 


See a copy of the letter that 
Des Moines police received 
tipping them to a Florida 
connection to the photos at 
DesMoinesRegister.com. 


tor publicly debunked her 
theory last week. 

But that investigator now 
admits that the Hillsborough 
County, Fia., sheriff’s office 
cannot find any evidence 
proving the photos were ac- 
tually from a case he worked 
in 1979, as he recalled. 

“Its been like searching 
for a needle in a haystack,” 
former detective’ Nelson 
Paiva said Thursday. "We're 
talking cases that were kept 


See GOSCH, Page SB 
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Ex-investigator: No proof 
photos are not of Gosch 
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on index cards here.” 

Zalva said he wished any of 
the youths in the photos or 
the anonymous person who 
originally tipped police to his 
years-old investigation would 
step forward to help prove 
the photos predated Johnny 
Gosch’s disappearance. 

Noreen Gosch, meanwhile, 
was back on the offensive 
with authorities this week, 
urging police to explore any 
and all leads related to the 
photos. Among them: 

* Gosch said — and police 
have confirmed — that the 
photos she received were 
posted for some time on a Web 


site, www.jacobstale.com, that , 


features scantily clad adoles- 
cent boys. Gosch said as far 
as she knows, neither state 
nor federal authorities were 
investigating the site's origins 
or questioning its creator, even. 
though it appears the site ca- 
ters to pedophiles. (Some of 
the photos that Gosch be- 
lieved to be of her son have 
since been removed.) 

«: Jim Rothstein, a former 
New York police detective 
who has helped Gosch follow 
leads, said they have been 
in contact with an Illinois 
woman who claims to have 
been a victim in the same sex 
ring with Johnny Gosch and 
who positively identified the 
former newspaper carrier in 


| the pictures. Rothstein said 


the Springfield, IH., woman's 
story is similar to other reports 
he heard about a sex ring op- 
erating out of Chicago, and her 
story deserves investigating. 

* Gosch said she also re- 
ceived a photograph of a 
man that others have claimed 
was one of the "perpetrators 
who molested her son.” She 
said she wants authorities to 
investigate the photograph’s 
origins. Even so, she would 
not say how the photo came 
into her possession. 

Jeff Tarpinian, a spokesman 
for the FBI in Omaha, Neb., 


could not be reached Thursday 
for comment. 
Lt. Jeff Miller; a spokesman 


, for the West Des Moines Po- 


lice Department, said police 
remain in contact with state 
and federal authorities, but he 
said he didn't believe ary new 
leads in the case were being 
pursued at the moment. 

At The Des Moines Regis- 
ter's request, Miller released 
to the media a copy of the 
anonymous letter postmarked 
Sept.6 from Tampa, Fla., 
alerting Des Moines police to 
Zalva’s old investigation. 

"Gentlemen," it read. “Some- 
one has played a reprehensible 
joke ona grieving mother. The 
photo in question is not one of 
her son but of three boys in 
Tampa, Florida about 1979- 
80, challenging each other to 
an escape contest." 

There was an investigation 
concerned with that picture, 
made by the Hillsborough 
County sheriff’s office. No 
charges were filed, and no 
wrongdoing was established. 
The lead detective on the case 
was named Zalva. 

Although workers at the 
sheriff’s department reviewed 
more than 300 cases from 1979 
on microfilm, Zalva said, they 
cannot find the incident report 
or the photocopies of photos 
from the criminal investiga- 
tion that he said eventually 
led nowhere. 

The digitally reproduced 
photos sent to Gosch and 
several people close to the 
case the weekend of Aug. 27 
generated a surge of public 


interest and a range of claims 
by individuals who purported 
to know what happened to the 
paperboy whose face became 
synonymous with child abduc- 
tions in the 1980s. 

Gosch said it’s important 
police look into all allegations, " 
regardless of how strange they 
might seem. 

She notes that Johnny Gosch 
is not the only Midwestern 
youth still missing since the 
1980s. 

Eugene Martin and Mark 
Allen, both of the Des Moines 
area, and Jacob Wetterling of 
St. Joseph, Minn., also disap- 
peared. 

“People get real caught up in 
what I say, but I think maybe 
they've forgotten what's like 
to be me,” she said. “I really 
thought the police would jump 
into this with both feet, but 
they haven't. 

"Here you have a kidnapped 
child on a pedophilia Web 
Site. ... C'mon, boys, let's get 
busy" 

The Register has not pub- 
lished the photos that Gosch 
said she received last month 
because it was not clear where 
the images came from or who 
the boys in the photos were. 

Reporter Lee Rood can be reached at 
(515) 284-8548 or rond dmreg.com 
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| . 25 years 

| . later, mom 
persists 

in search 


The disappearance of 

Johnny Goseh at age 

12 has sparked bizarre 
; conspiracy theories. 


By LEE ROOD 
REGISTER STAFF WRITER. 

1f you have lived in Iowa 
for any length of time, you 
know the story: Paperboy 
vanishes before dawn on 
Sunday, Sept.5, 1982. Left 
behind is a wagon filled with 
papers but no clue as to his 
whereabouts. 

Twenty-five years. have 
passed since then. By now the 
name once synonymous with 
milk cartons and missing chil- 
dren is known more for bizarre 
conspiracy theories that ripple 
around the country, even the 
world. 

Where are you, Johnny 
Gosch? 

West Des Moines police 
don’t know. The FBI here has 
stopped looking. E 

Still, Noreen Gosch, the 
mother who clings to hope 
Jong after others have let go, 
continues to believe her son 
— who would now be 37 — is 
out there somewhere. 

*[ have never given up the 
investigation into all aspects 
of this kidnapping," Gosch, 
who is out of town, wrote in 


D See GOSCH, Page 3B 


(D)7A-0M-38929 - 10710 
1- 80-OM-45011-A 


REGISTER FILE PHOTO. 
This picture 
Shows Johnny 
Gosch days 
before he 
vanished in 
September 1982. 


Missing lowa 
youths 

The Natlonat Center 
for Missing and 
Exploited Children lists 
11 youths from lowa. 
as missing, including 
three “endangered 
runaways" this year. 
They are: 

Samantha Veralis 
Climaco, 15, Latino, 
missing since Jine 6 
from Des Moines, She 
is 5'5” and 180 Ibs. 
Jennifer Anne Hass, 
17, white, missing 
since Aug. 3 from 
Davenport. She is 54” 
and 200 lbs. 

Alissa Anne Walls, 18, 
white, missing since 
May 5 from Tiffin. She 
is 5'7” and 145 bs. 
For more 

information, go to 
wiww.missingkids.com. 
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: Woman caris on search for@on for 25 years 


25 lost years 
* Johnny Gosch, who would be 37 this year, 
disappeared 25 years ago today. 


ESHMELINE: 


SEPT. 5, 1982 - 12-year-old Johnny Gosch, a West Des Moines 
newspaper cartier, disappears about 6 a.m, Sunday as he begins-his. 
Newspaper route. ] 4 


1! NOV, 20, 1982-—Dissatistied-with police efforts, the Gosches mount 
an unprecedented private campaign to find their son. 


AUG. 12, 1984 — Eugene Martin, 13, disappears trom his paper.route 
in a south Des Maines neighborhood; about seven miles from where 
Gosch disappeared, Like Johnny, Eugene was delivering the Sunday 
Register. , 


AUG. 16, 1984 ~-President Ronald Reagan calls The Des Moines 
Register to offer help and extend “regrets and-sympathies" in the 
disappearances.of Eugene-and Johnny, 


AUG, 23, 1984— Anderson-Eríckson Dairy announces plans to reproduce 
posters of Eugene and Johnny on milk cartoris, beginning a practice 
‘that will be duplicated across the nation. 


SEPT. 5, 1992 — Ten years after Johnny's disappearance, police and 
family continue to search for answers. File cabinets of information and 
dozens ofso-called sightings produce no suspects and nó leads, 


APRIL 8, 1893 — John and Noreen Gosch divorce after 26 years of 
marriage, They cite the'burden of the case but both vow to continue 
the.search for their son. 


MARCH 186 — A man from Liberia, one.of scores. of people who claim 
1o have information about Johnny, contacts Johnny’s father in West 
Des Moings to say he has seen Johnny and Eugene in Liberia. A.police 
investigation finds no proof. 


FEBRUARY 1999 — Noreen Gosch testifies in a federal court case in 
Lincoln, Neb., that her son visited her in March 1997, Inthe court case 
— Surrounding sex-ring allegations as part of the Franklin Credit Union 
scandal — shé says Johriny, then approximately 27 years old, appeared 
at her door with a man she had never seen before, She says-he.delailed 
breaking away from a human-trafficking ring, 


AUG.:27, 2006 - Noreen Gosch says photos of three bound-and-gagged- 


teenage boys that were left on her porch "absolutely" feature her son. 
A Florida investigator says thephotos predate Johnny's disappearance. 


Source: Des Moines Register archives 


Posters of 
Johnny Gosch 
and Eugene 
Martin were 
printed 
nationwide, 
including on 
bags at this 
Rochester, 
Minn., gro- 
cery store in 
1984, in an 
attempt to 
find the boys 
who vanished 
in 1982 and 
1984 while on 
their paper 
carrier routes 
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GOSCH, from Page 1B 


an e-mail Tuesday to The Des 
Moines Register. "Johnny is 
not forgotten," she wrote. 

Much has changed since 
Johnny and, in 1984, fellow 
Iowa paperboy Eugene Mar- 
tin vanished. 

Nancy McBride, nafional 
safety director for the Na- 
tional Center for Missing and 
Exploited Children, said she 
can recall waiting anxiously 
25 years ago as missing chil- 
dren fliers were slowly printed 
and dispersed to authorities 
by Federal Express. Back 
then, she said, the FBI didn’t 
even accept reports of missing 
children. 

Today, missing child reports 
are required by federal law to 
be entered into the National 
Crime Information Center 
within two hours, she said. 

“We now know that one in six 
kids featured in a photo on a 
flier or on television is recov- 
ered,” McBride said. “It shows 
that the public really does look 
for missing children.” 

Amber Alerts and other tools 
allow authorities to inform the 
public much sooner about a 
missing child, a kidnapper’s 
description or a suspect’s ve- 
hicle. The Adam Walsh Child 
Protection and Safety Act, 
signed into law last year, also 
provides much greater scru- 
tiny of child sex offenders. 

Inthe early 1990s, the recov- 


-ery rate of missing children 


was 62 percent, McBride said. 
Now it's 94 percent, 

Theories about what hap- 
pened to Johnny Gosch 
abound on the Internet, but 
strong leads have always 
been scarce. 

West Des Moines police 
never arrested any suspects, 
even though new tips — many 
of them generated by Noreen 
Gosch — surfaced every few 
years. 

“Any lead is good to get, 
whether generated” by 
Ms. Gosch or someone else," 
said West Des Moines police 
spokesman Lt. Jeff Miller. 
“Unfortunately, there are a 
lot of people out there who 
spread misinformation and 
who would take advantage of 
Ms. Gosch. But nothing she 
has ever done has hindered 
the case.” 

Miller was a young officer 
when Johnny, then 12 years 


old, disappeared two blocks , 


from his home. From 1993 to 
192 


Miller was a lead inves- 


tigator on the case, responsible 
for pursuing all tips, which 
also meant staying in touch 
with Noreen Gosch. 

Gosch has insisted publicly 
for years that her son was the 
victim of a “human trafficking" 
sex ring. The boy's father, John 
Gosch, largely backed out of 
the public limelight after he 
and Noreen Gosch divorced in 
1993. He could not be reached 
for this article. 

At johnnygosch.com, Noreen 
Gosch tells of receiving reports 
confirming that her son is still 
alive, “living under another 
identity ... still fearing for his 
life after escaping from the 
network a number of years 
ago.” 

In 1999, she testified in a 
federal court case that her 
son visited her in March 1997. 
The testimony came after 
Paul A. Bonacci, a witness 
in an Omaha credit union 
embezzlement scandal, said 
he personally participated in 
Johnny’s abduction. 

Bonacci also implicated pub- 
lic figures in his allegations, 
and was subsequently sent to 
prison for perjury. Since then, 
however, he has received a 
$1 million judgment for abuse 
he suffered as a youth under 
the ringleader of the Franklin 
Credit Union scandal. 

Last year, Noreen Gosch 
raised more eyebrows about 
the long-cold case after she 


“said photos of a boy bound 


and gagged appeared out of 
nowhere.on her doorstep. 

She said then — and main- 
tains still — that the images 
were of her son shortly after 
his abduction, and on her Web 
site she writes that they were 
eventually tracked to a Rus- 
sian pedophile Web site and 
reported to the FBI. 

But a Florida investigator 
said at the time that the pho- 
tos stemmed from a case he 
investigated years ago that 
predated Johnny’s disappear- 
ance, ‘After that, West Des 
Moines police quit tracking 
the photos’ origins. 

Noreen Gosch knows some 
have grown to doubt her theo- 
ries, but she doesn’t care. 

“There is a message I carry 
at all times and that is the 
constant awareness people 
must have concerning the 
safety of their children," she 
wrote to the Register. “This 
is not the ‘good ole days’ any. 
longer these predators will 
grab children anytime and 
anywhere." j 


Non Family Abduction 


Age Progression by NCMEC 3/10/2003 


Birth: 11/12/1969 
Missing: 9/5/1982 
AgeNow: 33 yrs 
Race: White 
| | Sex: Male 

-4 Hair: Lt. Brown 
E Eyes: Blue 

eq Ht 5'07" 
E Wt: 140 lbs 


Missing From: 
West Des Moines 
IA 

United States 


John's photo is shown age-progressed to 30 years. He was last seen delivering newspapers. He has facial freckles, a 
gap between his front teeth, a birthmark on his left cheek, and a horseshoe-shaped scar on his tongue. 


wow AAR = ANYONE HAVING INFORMATION SHOULD CONTACT 


MISSING & The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 
EXPLOIT, 1-800-843-5678 (1-800-THE-LOST) or 


West Des Moines Police Dept. (lowa) - Missing Persons Unit - 1-515-223-3211 
Or Your Local FBI 
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JOHN DAVID GOSCH Age Progression 


Case Type: Non Family Abduction 

DOB: Nov 12, 1969 Sex: Male 

Missing Date: Sep 5, 1982 Race: White 

Age Now: 41 nos Height: 5'7" (170 cm) 
Missing City: DES MOINES Weight: 140 Ibs (64 kg) 
Missing State: IA Hair Color: Lt. Brown 
Missing Country: United States Eye Color: Blue 


Case Number: NCMC601763 


Circumstances: John's photo is shown age-progressed to 40 years. He was last seen delivering newspapers. He. 
has facial freckles, a gap between his front teeth, a birthmark on his teft cheek, and a horseshoe-shaped scar on 
his tongue. 
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Texas sighting 
of John Gosch 


By MARK HORSTMEYER 
+ Register Stafi Writer 
The FBI is investigating a possible. 
‘sighting of Johnny Gosch in an 
_ Arlington, Texas, pizza parlor. 
The sighting a 


Bequette, formerly 
of Carter Lake, Ia. 
Bequette, now 22 
‘and = living : 
Arlington, S 
himself abducted in 
Omaha in 1994] 
when he was 13 
years old. He was 
found. 17% months 
“Tater in. Clarkson, Wash. 
2 Bequetté's parents, Gerald and Bev 
, Bequette of Carter Lake, have visited 
»yith John.arid Noreen Gosch of West 
Des. Moines; parénts. of Johüny, who 
was 12 when he disappeared last Sept. 
5. 
' "There are similarities in the two 
disappearances, Among them is the 
fact that both families hired the same 
‘private detective, Dennis Whelan, 
who found Todd Bequette. 

FBI agent Rod Kirklighter said 
Wednesday authorities are treating 


“Beyuetie’s report as a "possible 
sighting.” . Pee 


JOHNNY 
605cH 


: aEéur--employees of the ShowBiz 
Pizza Place fold the agent they saw 
the same boy: "It's a long shot ant 
there's a lot of room here — thi 
power of suggestion and that type 
thing,” Kirklighter said. " 

Gerald Shanahan, chief of the Iowa 
Division of Criminal Investigation, 
said the Texas sighting has been one 
of at least 100 such reports. 

"Every time your hopes are 
es Shanahan said, “I.don’t want 

throw cold water on it, but we'll 

Heep checking until we get the one. 
Hopefully this is theone:” 

Johngy Gosch's photo has been 
given to newspapers in the Arlington. 
area, Kirklighter said, “Someone may 
have seen an individual and have a 
car license number or an address." So- 
far, he has not received any response. 

John Goseh said: “If the boy is 
alone, you. don’t get excited." Hf the 
boy is with someone, he added, the: 
the fámily becomes more interesi 


because-they believe Johnny was 
abducted, E 
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[ Norten and John Gosci sit-in front of a poster of their — 1982. 
u sed, JoMHy, 13, who has been pissing since Sept 5, Wb 
a. hA x Eam 


The Gosches request that anyone with informa- - 
out the boy call them.at (515) 225-1496. E 
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A story 


‘By SHERRY RICCHIABDE . 
Hee Sie re 
Errore om a : 8 E 
Along with-the'stylishly curly hair, thé fashionable — mionths they say “have seemed like six years to us” 
CE EIE ME T Mr EYE 
ki á p p nad T a P 4 aol senior, ant ij T CREIS, a 
But nothing, she gays — not the death of ker father college junior — have withstood moments of sadness 
when she'wasa teenager tior being widowed with iwo. thatoverwhéim them without warning.. . 
bar shadowed de Token tay Since Set. Berd oe averyans: cries at peni Y One day I was going 5 
On that warm Sunday morning, the Gosche? Cook à Chinese meal, i» Hd T en bo ht it 
13-year-old. son, Johnny, vanished without a-trace when geokbook and opened the inside cover. Johnny Bonet 
he went out. to deliver diewspapers in a peaceful West jor me for Christmas tlie year bef tin ang there w dou. 
. Des Moines neighborhood where violence exists mainly Tt can cut py right in two;" 
Dozens of stories have béen written about the boy's ~ She and her husband. have been ripped by public 
disappearance, abate fe my iEn men seen tales eriticism that arises in part, they believe, from the fact 
BM and about rorning, ^ beloved dog, Gretchen, wii that “we don't-ery or look sad enough in public,” she 
Feburned home with iid wm Br Gre h WHO Said, her blue eyes flashing with anger. 
But little is known about the private side of the GOSCH 
Gosch-faintly — about: their life before Johiny’sdisap- .—- x arise oson 
- pearance, about how they have survived in the six so Please turn to Page 


of 


sadness and survival 
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Continued from Page Gre : 
i 
the criticism. “My husband travels a į 
lot for his job, so Pra the one people 1 
reach,” she said. "I've been criticized £ 
for speaking out too much. ‘I’ve: 
actually been- criticized for taking the i 
“time to look good. | 
` "People would rather see me 
arrive in public without makeup, with : 
my hair matted and wearing à; 
“bathrobe. People’ don’t feel I care | 
enough for Johnny because I don't | 
"break down and ery .... A Tot of | 
people would. like to see us become | 
emotional wrecks and babble like | 
idiots.on TV, but we have resólved to- 
maintainour dignity. f 
“I won't. melt like a marshmallow. | 
What good would that do Johnny?” 
j Said John Goseb; "We.get up every 
j 


lay irying to figure-out what we can 
.jdo today to get a step closet. i, 
There's. no book that.telis the parerts 
of missing childreü howtoreact" | | 
* "No. 1 Mom" ; Li 
Noreen Goseh’s eyes match the! 
aqua blue jogging suit she-had-donned 
after werk. She poured hot apple! 
'éider; the telephone. rang evéry 30 
minutes or so; a clock chimed in the 
background, Gretchen, Johnny’s: 
dachshund, lay.quietly under the table 
that was laden with Johiny Gosch; 
posters, newspaper ¢lippings-and the; 
ever-present tape recorder that 
records every call. 1; 
Around her neck, she wears. a gold 
heart that says, "No. 1 Mom.” She 
Said it was a Mother's Day gift from 
Johnny last year. ^ 
“We still get up in the morning 
expect :3e¢ Johnny coming down 
the hall. ... At first is like a dream, 
^ then it hits us all over again,” she 
said. i 
~ “When Lean't sleep at night, walk 
over aud sit in Johnny's room, not to 
xeitasdlin or shed buckets of tears 
hit to remind myself what wé have to: 
lo," 


P 
The conversation gradually shifts] 


around to-her and her life before her 
marriage to John-Gosch 15 yea. 

She grew up on a farra near Grand, 
Mound in eastern Towa, the oldest of | 
six children, She. was only 15 when: 


' her father died after a lingering 


: mobile hi 


illness, She called-it thé turning point 
in her life. 

“T had to buckle down and také re- 
Sponsibility at axi early age..I dropped : 
eut of School for a while, but I did my ` 
School work at home and stilt main- 
tained an A average. 1 started 
working when I was 15 and graduated 
from high school on time A 

In high-school, Noreen Gosch. was a . 
23 ‘and acted in school plays. į 


Married: at 19, she worked as a 
feerétary. Her first husband died 


T irs r, leaving. hé) 
‘ith a T0-Fhontiiold son, Jogepti, an! 
-year-old daughter, Christine, 1 
> Notlongattér her busband’s death, 
a tornado young widow's 


ancertwo years later, 


si her belongings. 
She suffered broken ribs and cuts | 
on her face troni flying glass. The ` 
children were unhurt, but: “alt we bad 
was what-we wore on our backs.” 
Bizarre Rumors: 
It was her egrlier marriage, 
Noreen: Gosch - said, that led to a 


"bizarre rumor that her first husband | 
- was alive and had returned to take 


Johnny. The. “Gosches. produced his 
death cértificate to. show he died in 
1865. - 

Another rumor citculated. saying i 
that Johnny vwas.adoptéd and used his 
paper route money to run away to he 


with’ fis real parents. Seow-witer 


and. Mound and |, 


as been - 


Nareen.and-John were mderied;doha 
: adopted the two oldest children.: 
Johnny is their natural son, and they ; 
have a birth certificate from St,; 


: Luke's Hospital in Davenport to prove { 


if. | 
The Gosches say Johnny's bank) 
account was untouched and his wallet | 
was found in his room the day he; 
vanished.. i 
John and Noreen Gosch, both 39, 
met in the Quad-Cities and married in 
1987. Noreen said: Jolin is:one of 14; 
children. — “He never had. anything ; 
given to him, either." Like Noreen! 
John also grew up on a farm, near 
Aüburn in western Iowa. Hé attended | 
barber school arid served a hitch in‘ 
the Marine Corps. A 
. For five years they lived in| 
Eldridge, where Noreen babyzat arid; 
sold bakery goods to earn extra eash. - 
; A job transfer took them i 
‘Minnesota; they arrived in the Das: 
, |Moines area eight years ago. 
John'is sales director for Carpent { 


; company. Nor 

; secretary for Econont 
Ine; and teaches yoga class 
Des Moines, 

The Gosches cite statistics showing 
that 90 percent of thé parents af 
missing children divorce because of | 

| the. strain on the raarrlage, or etd up 
on-alcohot or drags to ease the pain, . 
We have decided to come out of | 
(his stronger,” John Goseli said | 
during an jaterview in tlie front room | 
of their modeti, two-story. home at. 
1004 Forty-fifth St. i West Des 
Moines. : 
No Christmas Tree 
On Christmas Day last year, they 
painted a bedroom and washed 
drapes “to keep from going nuts,” 
Noreen Gosch sald. "We didn't put up 
a tree. The children said, ‘Without | 
Johnny we don’t want Christmas,’ We | 
Spent a silent day." RTT n 
Yt has only: been. in the past few | 


Johnny Goscli : H 
Missing sig- months. $ 
weeks that the family, hàs been Abie 
to sit down together and eat atthe. 
table Johnny. used tó share with them, 

“It was too painfubto see the einpty 
Chair," Noteen Gosch said. “It was 
the marking of six months that did-it. 
J just decided. that we had to make 
Some type of adjustinent ... . return to 
some type of routing. It was not good 
for any of us, for our health or our 
emotional balance.” 
. The Gosches described their last 
evening with Johnny, whò stood. 5 
feel, 7 inches tall and weighed 145 
pounds the-day he disappeared, 

It was a happy occasion, they 
remember, because daughter Chris 


N 


* load, but he didn’t on that morning 


GoschEs Covked a.roast onthe outdoor 


grill. Johnny was exeited about 
starting junior high sehogi;-ami-the | 
Kids-sat around talking about that, his í 
parents recall. He talked about | 
Joining the computer club and 
working bis way into theater produc- 
tions some day. 

After dinner, the young people 
went outside to roughhouse with a į 
foothall and basketball, Noreen Goseh i 
called them ir latér for a piece of i 
homérmade apple-pie.. i 

Around 10:15 p.m., shë said, Johnny | 
announced: “ ‘I havé to- go-to. bed. T | 

i 


have to get the papers óut in the. 
morning,’ " "i 

“He. came over and kissed me. I: 
can stili seé. his little face ‘as he' 
rounded the. corner and yelléd: 
goodnight one more time to us. It was. 
thelast'time wesaw him.” - i 
Outing Was.Planned i 

The family had planned & picnic: 
and-a-day of water skiing and boating 
at Saylorvillé Lake that Sunday.. 
Johuny had invited His West fribnd | 
along, | ` hed 

Et was. common for John. Gosel to. 
aceompany his som on the Sunday! 
paper route to help. with the heavier 


Jast September. 

‘One of the Gosches’ recurring com- 
plaints about West Des-Moines police 
and.the lowa Division of Crifinal In- ; 
vestigation arises from: the probers’ 
insistence from. the beginning that 
Johnny might. be a rufaway. John. 
Gosch, said thai just a week ago, a 
police officer asked him if Johnny 
might have cashed ira life insurance | 
policy and used. the money to leave | 
home. à 

“Johnny didn’t even know he had 
one,” Goséh said. ^ 

Noreen: Gosctt said. her son saved 
money from bis paper route to buy | 
the things he wanted, such as a motor | 
scooter and a pair of Adidas shoes. to | 


brought a boyfriend to dinner. The... wpar to school. 


ens 
“Johony bougitt those. shoes a week | 


ave 


befece-he disappeared. If our son 


would have entertained thoughts of 


running awdy, he would have taken 
those shoes. , . . They meant the world. 
to him,” she said, . 

The réd, white and blue Adidas 
shoes, along with & pair of Johnny's 
favorite blue jeans, a shirt and 
underwear, are packed in a suitease 
that sits on hig bed- along with 
unopened Christmas and birthday 


gifts. The suitcase was packed in _ 


October so the Gosches could:leave on 


. a moment's notice should their son be 


found. 

The Goschés theorize that Johnny 
was abducted by two men, “It was 
slick. and highly organized. I think 
they plan their abduetions — indica- 
tors point to that," said Noreen 
Gosch, “We've done our homework. 
We know what's going on in other 
parts of the country," - : 

The Gosches feel they would know 

itively if ‘their som were dead. 
‘They havé a “gut feeling,” they say, 
that.he-will be found alive, 

So far, 82 psychics have: calléd, 
written or shown. up at the Gosches" 
door. Often, their suggestions border 
on thé ridiculous. One urged the 
Gosches to obtain the names of every 
person who sat in the second row; 
section C of Séc Taylor Stadium 
during the-entire baseball séason last 
year becaüse.one of them had news of 
Sobnny, n» 

"There havé been the false leads 


, and, ever now, there are-crank calls, 


Recently, a youngster attempting to 
imitate Johnny's voice begged, “Help 


me, mom. Help me.” The call was : 
traced to a West Deg Moines phone : 


booth. Somé callers ‘scream, ; 


“Johnny's dead" into the phone and 
hang up laughing. 
"Why so much eruelty to our 


‘family? Why so much cruelty about a 


little. boy who never did anything to 
anybody?” Noreen Gosch asked. 


“Rha i the test of a lifetime we | 


have experienced the finest, and. the 

worst of human nature. Some people 

have deen cruel right to our face.” 
‘The Gosches say that some of their 


friends have "come through and been 


irue blue.” But others have faded 
from thelr lives because “it’s. too 
painful for them and (co uncomfort- 
able, ... After a certain period: of 
time, they begin to ignore you," 
Noreen Gosch said. “But the kindness 
weye had expressed to us far 
outweighs the.cruelties.” 

"They talk proudly of the 150 volin- 
ieérs who work with Help Find 
Johnny Goseh Tac. thróugliout the 
state to help raise wioney for private 
investigators and of the 90,000| 
posters with Johnny'& picturé on them 
that are circulating worldwide. 

Won't Give Up ‘ 

The Gesches have become 
outspoken advocates of chiidren’s 
tights. They often speak to groups of 
parents to create greater awareness 
of the dangers children face. They 
spend their time away from work on 
efforts to find their son. — they help 
volunteers arrange fund-raising 
dances and candy sale, They mail 
ont posters and write speeches. 

"A Jot of people say they're bored 
with the Johnny Goschi story. Well, 1 
am completely sick of the circum: 
stance, but we don’t have à choice, 
We have: to:see it through to theend,”* 
Noreen Gosch said. 

“Some days, we'd rather not get oüt 
of bed — it’s.too painful. But Johnny 
doesn't have the luxury of quitting. It 
fiis parents give up, what's left?" 
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Gosches say news treatment generally fair —— . 


By KEN FUSON 
Reghter Statt Witter 

Despite isolated instances, John 
and Noreen Gosch believe the news 
media have treated them fairly since 
the disappearance last. year of their 
son Johany, 

About 50 reporters and editors, 
students and. area residents listened. 


‘Tuesday night as the Gosches 


explained their criticisms of — and 


praise for — the way the press has 


handled the case. 
“To them, their son is most 
important," sald: Betty McConkey, 


coordinator of Help Find Johnny 
Goseh Inc, at thé méetihg of the 
Society of Professional Journalists, 
Sigma Delta Chi. “To you, a story i$ 
most important.” 

John Gosch said the family and 
friends of Johnny have tried hard to 
keep the boy's name and picture 
before the public. Johuny disappeared 
last.Sept, 5 shortly after setting out to 
deliver the Des Moines Sunday 
Registernaar the family home in 
West Des Moines, 


"If we do not keep things golng, : 
guys, it’s going to come to a stand- : 
still" he said. Overall, he added, "the + 
media have been fair." 

A central question | emerged | 
throughout the session: Should 
reporters be advocates or try to 
present the news? 

“We'll be honest with you," 
McConkey said. “You're the media 


pm : GOSCH 
. Pledse türfi to Page 7M 


Two ‘big leads’ followed . 
story, Mrs. Gosch says. - 


Continued from Page One 
and we're looking for a 13-year-old 
boy, and we're gding to use you. We 
need you.” — : 

Specifically, McConkey and the 

Gosches said they have been rebuffed 
im several attempts to have story 
ideas or news releases printed or 
aired. ] 
Jataes P. Gannon, editor of The Des 
Moines Register, said the Gosches 
aud their supporters have done "an 
outstanding job in keeping this story 
alive? 

Even so, Gannon said later, “you 
miust ‘understand it is not. the media's 
responsibility to help you raise 
money. It is the media’s role to:report: 
news-and developments,” 

Muchof'the meeting concerned the 
Gosches’ criticism of the investiga- 
tion conducted by the West Des 
Moines. Police Department and the 
Towa Ò 
tion: 

Woreén Gosch said she believed 


ivislon of Criminal Investiga- ` 
pieni, d 


JOHN 
GOSCH 


GOSCH. 


reporters have given less weight to 
the family’s complaints than. to the 
respohses of authorities. “The last 
word was always given to the-police 
to refute what we've said,” she said, 

` She said members of the news 


media may not realize the impor-- 


tance of what they write or say 
Specifically, she praised a stéry in the 
Des Moines Sunday Register that toid 
of the family's plight. 

Since. that story, she said, “we have 
gotten two very big leads" in the case, 
‘The Gosches declined to elaborate on 
those developments. mea 
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si contained in questions asked'ok 
teefvatceutitieg Ha They were lending quiza" 
len e ea She added, “He's a very bright 
of missing West Des Youngster and nothing gets past Km." 
Metoes newspaper. ^ — WHO-TV sald Wednesday that “av- 


fy boy Johony Gorch, thoritles. think the ‘boy ksows 
Disza 


Morrisetie something atout missing West Des . 
sald tbe:mystery | Moines tees-ager Jobrey Gosch.” 
Is-year-old “hzan't The ‘television station sid the ^ 

{aforma.. mystery ‘boy's court-appointed - 
wyer, Karyn Gratoer, sald “he had 
to have some contact with Gosea" * 
Rave, 
its general state. 2 ʻA Bame ke sj f 
v Dt borrowed from a comit: book 
charecter.’ He ts being ‘held ina 
Florida hospltal | e 
reports said the youth Gosch disappeared Sept 5: Police 
missing Geach, ' have been casble to tay what 
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s for his kids to deliver and Saw 
man sitting in á blue ear talking to, 


H Johany Gesch. ^ 


‘newspapers: rinya: quiet 
"Moines neighborhood: 


: FAMILY- 
"Please fori Page? 7A 


the 
` «his arm Sunday; Sept. S; 198: 


strange. He 
pla 


49-year-old? boy ‘roiled. his, wagon. 
\oaded with the Des Moines Sunda: 


mitem aant Sorento 


] ‘Please tum to seas 7A: 


PROM ATA | 
A. 


*5/00J 


Gosek emerged f from" 
she ‘conversation saying ! the man 
weird” oc 


Di Sao o 
a eed mét talls to say rz 


iprivate detectives . going. 
meetingit isset for Friday." 


"Over :the : ‘past, 
{Gosches shave idee: ithe: D 
I public. criticism for- their: attacks: on* 
ihow. the: West’ Des Maines Police De- | 


` they and their supporters ave 
$60,000 through a fund: rate 


1 ve 
predictions » of‘ nearly dios 
E i Mus Eo of dropped à sine 
> The tan drove front the corner ånd pt 51982 ia r 
: ; N i Noreen’ deseiibed: what she’ called artment: and^lówa :Division tof 
Gown -Asbwortt "like ii ves de “ithe “most bizarre” of the lot: . -. iene tigation ' handled : the’ 
psychic in Bulgaria heard of the; - cases v. 4 
>. She sent word that we should) «Six months: ago; thé couple talk 
th two sugar cubes under, our of ;losing «community "support, ^ 
ipilJow, then :send them to -herj: éing: some «friends ‘and /neig 
overseas T packed ther là popcorn so "dnitaway., s 
théy wouldn't break. ut.:now, ,we are seeing ia: 


said he saw, what: Sed: 
* "silver" ‘cariat ithe. corner. 


món wasi blind but: She! new-found? respect, >”: Noréen.Gosch. 


bed Johnny; perfectly and'she |sald.“People who ridicuted us In the 
where the wagon i p! 
iit: pnay haye? er ibed oar home She said Johnny: beginning and 
side. H ve.” 


|: becar 
* Silly? ; Even: the Gosches- admit" "e |: "now. 
But; the tension 


ny. 
aded with newspaper 
y delivered. Wi 
thee 


Today, reporters don call quite 
“frequently ‘at’ their.: home, + bot 
„seirch: for their: son remains : the, 
*, Center. ofi the .Gosches", lives. Fund- 
s. Talsing efforts continue: ‘Psychics still 
veal: And’ the Goschés still: say) they . their stheory (that Jobi 
wspapér won't Fest until Johnny is found. ^ * " -abducted by, two men. Both say they: 
‘back: to the corner. where ^ , Still, sitting: de the living | room: d! a ‘gut feeling” their sonis alive; 
Thé appeared calmer ‘than in~ recéht': the 
i months: as: they: talked ` ti their.. lesé list of griiesome possibilities. ` 
<year.of strife. John Gosch sat in'bi$» “When - you're: lying awake. In: the” 
Meet: -and/ sipped’ a; can: of.: ; middle of the night, your mind. goes: 
n $ wearing’a bright green, over all sorts of things -> jt can drive, 
young: "jogging sults curled LÀ in the corner „you wild? Noreen Goschsald:. s, 
Eight | othe lad cone. “We: know. some of these missing 
: end up as. prostitutes or; in 
isso prn = The phind Tings. pornography. rings We've heard talk: 
s reporter: from: a Quad-Cities tele. r tl slavery tof thon being shipped to 
: . vision static wants d talk about Mexico and sold onan auction 
:Only, Goch. and wá Corne Perry; ti, ;a new lead, ; EYE 
et Crestoa haven't turned up.: Perry ., 
vanished April 17: after leaving a | ' “We've never ‘expeitencéd anihi oild” 
E enii sone art as much as, tis Is a 
Hnformation . '; constant ; physical: pain 
director for Child Find Inc: at its New 1: he 
{Palta Ys. Child: 
“estima 


A ding io the’ Towa chapter. of - 

- QUé Fd ine there bare Been 12 stocking 
sters in Towa in the past year. 
of the children were found alive, and: 


HT 


lutely 
make ít through the night, J 
wled:in Johnny's ded: and: slept: 
there. 1t made me feel closer to him 
Some ighis it hurts 30 much on some level.” 
Ae: ve, said? {For John Gósch d "i 

" ending search: a cons t scanding of 

Ü ; e Towa- countryside fr:the tne 


ie other day and 13 Sas: a; spot so! 


n à field. Immediately; 
"thought of: hany’: yellow carrier's 


. bag [that disappeared ^ wlth'hiiy: 
"IL:stopped, I istood ithéte| 
low tong a amI m e 63 


Eb 


E friónd; Dallas. Davis; Is’ part p 
7a:;corps.of -25:to 30: volunteers: who 
¿meet every Friday night at the Gosti 
*yhomé. to plán strategy: for. fund-raist 
for, publicity, to keep thé ee. 


Wide. ; Most. importa Gosches | 
E believes} it pays for the’ private D 


* calisito: ay she hds arranged ta, 
stake yet another-psychic.on a tue 
of Johnny's, poper route, i At 


remained close 
“Wes aresin'a’ "situation whet : 
3 anything break ùs- 


foes etter ot Worse, vad 
‘believe It: could- 


y they’ ret; 
da 90 percent of the, 
missing" etildréa:en end" [3 


E pai 
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"to:help in any! ; 
' Gosch invite her to sit down. n 
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Governor commends Gosches, .- 
on search for missing son 


Gov. Terry Branstad began bis 
Tuesday. press conference by com- 
mending Noreen and John Gosch of 
West Des Moines for their relentless 


search for their son, who vanished a. 


«year ago. 

"The governor. said the Gosches" 
"determination to solve the mystery 
of their son's disappearance must be 
appreciated by all parents...” 

The governor's comments came 
two days after the Gosches 
à $67,000 Increase in the 
reward for the safe return of Johnny 
b, 13. The total now stands at 
$100,000. 

According to John Gosch, family 
friends and volunteers for Help Find 
Johnny Gosch, Ine., pledged the addi- 
tional money because “they felt the 
reward might not be large enough to 
bring about the answers we seek.” 

The Gosches explained that $5,000 
offered by the Des Moines Register 
and Tribune Company and another 
$3,000 offered by the Iowa Fertilizer 
and Chemical Association and the 
West Des Moines Express is 
earmarked jast for information about 


Florida from where they say the 
latest leads about their son have 
come, 

Branstad also commended the 
hundreds of volunteers who have 
helped in the search and said they 
“set a good example and prove again 
that a real feeling of humavity exists 
in Towa.” ay 

The governor also said “we 
and pray for the safe return” of tgo 
other missing Iowans, Corrine Persy, 
17, of Creston, and Leonard Tilkes, 
37, a state employee from Indianola.' 
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| Noreen Goscht 
Teportsnew — 
Sighting of son: ` 


claims she saw:Johnny,Gosch;,who 
vanished 16 months ago, trying to es- 
T cape from two men 
(last March, the par- 
EE ents ofithe missing 
West Des c Moines- 
boy have been tolds 
«> Noreen: :Gosch, 
Johnny's ymother, 
said Saturday, thet 
she} has: been told 
that: a.womaniré- 


„ported at the scene o 

: then came-up, ;grabbed ithe «boy, 
twisted his arm and ran down: the 
i, street with him, Noreen Gosch said the 

/ woman reported. "M 
*Noreen'Gosch would not disclose’ 
+ the name of the woman who reported 
the incident; nor say where the alleged 


‘Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


uu, Apparently, ‘the ‘woman’ forgot 


^t About the incident for several months, 


“but was reminded of It when shé saw 


jo dreni, the womaii eventually was put is) 
touc 


i; March, the FBI investigated a report 
yathat the boy had been seen in an‘Ar-: 


i4 ‘The boy's father, John Gosch, sald 

the new information is Important, 
jreven though the alleged sighting oc 
v curred 10 months ago. ' 


t | “It’s a positive stroke that he was 
“alive af that point,” he salds, — 
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i^ Tday: 
*hélp, and the 
lieve the voice wi: 
that et their missing 
son, newspaper car- 
riér Johnny Gosch, 
John Goschisays 


i: 3 
ee calls, Nó: 5. 
: Meen sald there was 


‘no doubt” about it 
» Shortly after mid- JOHNNY. 
H night, three brief: , Goscn 
galls, lasting. a total: of; abouts40 
. Seconds, were made to the: family’ s 
West Des Moines home, «,- 
i “He said, ‘Please help me, 
m please help me.. He indicated hé 
ih New York City and was trying to: 
let out of there,” John Gosch said. 


Apparently ‘Long Distance 
: .. John Gosch was out of town at the 
time and said Bis wife recelved the 


taxe, TE 
P? “She said the ie sounded fut like 
lohnny’s}.” he said. 


[OM 


rée brief fons calls ped Wednes: , right. ‘The first res; 


.. (said, "| 


"Calls, which appeared to be long, dis ` 


Noreen” Gosek Sald the calls were: 


pe “I started asking him questions that 
Hite coud simply answer yes or no to,” « 


4 asked "m if he was E 
was he wasn't 


ishe sald, 


in -à youngster - ‘pleading for -all right. Lasked him if be could get 
. taway; then they cut the ‘conversa 


tolf. 
"In the third call that came about 
* (six minutes later, l'asked bim if he 


. (Was-all-right again. I told him we 
n Moved him and were trying to find him 


i and he should try and get away and get 


- +{to.a-policeman. Right ‘after that’ he 


¿sald OK and they hung up again." 
‘Johnny. Gosch, who.was.12 at the 
(time, disappeared Sept. 5,1982/a few 
{blocks from his home as P prepared 
‘fo deliver the Des Moine y Regt 
i i lister. 
“But this sounds good," Johi S 
sa spark: of NP 
Similar Call: do Wa 
' Gosch said the faratly. received a 
similar. call six months ago from a 
iyoung man who * "sounded very, very. 
:sicallar; He didn't say where he was,” 
, , West.Dés Moines: Police Lt. Lyle 
HicKfeney said, “We're trying fo run it 
down” s 
' McKinney: sald; heo ts say: 
whether the caller was the missing 
and ie declined to say If or, 
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Gosches pleadz- 


Pass missing 
‘children bill 


+, EHICAGO, ILE. (AP) — The par-, 
, ents of missing Towa newspaper boy ; 
` Jofibny Gosch pleaded Tuesday for 
passage of a congressional missing 
thildren bill, saying families nów 

ice'to do anything" to 


„Noreen and John Gosch also de- 
* seribed'a series of phone calls made io 
thei" West Des Moines home Feb, 22 in | 
Which they said their 14-year-old-son ! 
~~ who disappeared. while deliver aj 
pers iù September 1982 — “sounde! i 
P and "coildn't enunciate his ` 


? "He could say E and ‘no’ but as, 
mr as we asked where hé was" thè“ 
pi was hung up, said Noreen | 
Goseh, who added that she felt “the | 
abductor derived some sort of sadistic ; 
pleasure from this,” The Gosches said | 
they recéived three Brief calls, lasting : 
atii ofabout4ü seconds. ` i 
f n l 
+ The Gosches appeared at a news! 
conferencé in Chicago. with U:S. Rep- | 
regentative Pail Simon (Dent., TL), i 
whois pushing legislation tò create a | 
"toll-free hotline fot tips on missing ! 
* children andto set-up a national “re- | 
“source center" offering technical and - 
scieíitilie help to parents and local in- ` 
vestigating agencies. d 
Also appearing Was John Walsh, 
+ father of a Florida boy whose disap- 
pearance cnet subsequent murder . 
spanned, -the networ! television movie 


Walsh said many of the 1. m million 
children’ who vanish annyally in. 
United, States are mistakenly "dis- 
' missed by police as runaways, a sitha- 
„tion he called “not only a national | 
tragedy but a national disgrace.” 

“The Gosches said the Jack of a na- 
tional organization’ to track missing | 
children -forees parents to mount 
, fund«raiging drives and hire private 
“investigators. They also criticized at 
"legedi ini ifference’ ‘by police agencies. 
ced.to make those - 
calis last week];" Noreen Gosch:said. 
"T gan't téll'you how. helpless I feit. 
Ta thg police told us they weren't 


“going to do'ànyti E 
T The Goschés sai 
gbout Jobfiny’s: whereabouts were ig-.! 
- nored or lost by police agencies. Par-fi 
ents must resért to seriding their own! 
missing? parson, fliers. to police, ac- 
“eording to Gasch, 


Waited By the Phüne 

1, “Parents fave to beg police to do 
Stything heir children,” said 
Gosch, who. added that he had "talked 1 
M many päreni ims.in-the last 13 .: 


and learned that.some "waited. - 
by’ their pho for six years betause | 
yt lo'that” by police. 


that the Gosch case is not a clear-cut 
| abduction, but-say that investigators 


haye done-everything pogsilile.to,to- 
estothogoliih e 
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FBI/DOJ 


i 
Noreen and Joho Goseh of West. Des Moities display a soto of thei abducted | 
son, Johnny, ata Chicago press conference Tuesday, The Gésches urged p: 


Gosch sáid.it was “deplorable” shat 
parents who lose children have to.sell 
candy bars and. bumper stickers. to 
fund continued searches and hire pri- 
vate detectives, He said he had spent 


+ $75,000 raised from benefit drives. 


‘There are groups to “save the 
whales and save the seals but not asin- 
gle organization in this country te 
save.the kids,” said. Goseh. 

Simon, who sponsored a 1982 law 
expanding computerized informa- 
tion-gathering by the FBI in missing 
chide eases, said his new bill would 


sageot a congressional missing-children bill, saying: families now “have'to beg 
police to do gnyiling to find their children.” 


“take aim at two problems that have 
stymied missing children inquiries. 

"They are launched too late and 
they. are dooméd by too little informa- 
tion,” said Simon, a Democratie candi- 
date in the March 20 U.S. Senate pri- 
mary, “This [the bill] is the beginning 
of an early-warning system for miss- 
ing. children.” 

The legislation, which also would 
fund non-profit “missing children 
groups” and encourage national coor- 


dination of seatch efforts, cond reach. 


the House floor by May, he said 
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| By Lynn Zerschling 
World-Herald Staff Writer 


Men who abduct children usuali: 
| pick out a.child whom they think will 
|be “an easy touch," a national 
spokesman who. has investigated 
child abductions said Monday. He 
listed ways children can. protect 
themselves. 
. “These abductors do sometliing 1 
didn’t know they did unt recently. 
They target a youngster,” said Dr, 
Kenneth Wooden, executive director 
iof the National Coalition for Chil- 
dren’s Justice. He spoke to several 
hundred adults and children at the 
Ak-Sar-Ben Coliseum, 

Wooden was joined in his Omaha 
appearance by the parents of 13- 
year-old Johnny Gosch.of West Des 
| Moines. Young Gosch. disappeared 
18 months ago. 

Watch Playgrounds 
Wooden, who is. working on an 


for ABC-TV's "20/20" program, said 
be has interviewed a number of men. 
in qrisons around the country who 
bavi been convicted of kidnapping 
andlkitling children. 

1ilse he interviewed said they 
Jooked for children who walk to 
School alone, take shortcuts or seem 
to be alienated from other children. 


eight-paxt series on child abductions . 


Youngsters Told to Beware of Lures 


Expert Says Abductors T arget Children | | 


The men often watch playgrounds 
bearing children’s play Habits, he 

“OF the 285 men caught in New 
York, they averaged. 87 children mo 
lested. before they were caught,” he 
said. “They know what they're 
doing.” 

Wooden, often exchanging com- 
ments with children:in the audience, 
told the younsters they can protect 
themselves. He urged them to be 
ware of the luresadults use to entice” 
them into-cars or vans. 

He demonstrated, "with the assis- 
tanée.of Chris and Andy Litchfield, 
how easy it is for an abductor to. 
grab a child, The boys are the sons 
Of. Mr, and Mrs. Gregory Litchfield. 

One-of the most common lures is 
the use of fake police and sheriff's 
badges as identification, he said, He 
Showed several _authentic-looking 
badges that identified him as a law 
officer. 

“I paid $14 for this badge," 
Wooden said of a sheriff's silver 
Star, “We bought all these badges 
through Detective Magazine.” 

When confronted by someone who 
claims to be a law officer, Wooden 
sald, youngsters and teen-agers 
should request additional proof, such. 
as confirming the, mar's, identity 
with the agency wlieré he says he 


‘truant officers and store detec: . 


„notice whether their children have, 
_ received items that they did nat-buy, | 
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works, : 
*Catkan-adult or your jare and 
ask them to ask the mar questions,” 
hesaid. i 
Wooden, ` whose appearance in 
Oniaha was sponsored by the Junior - 
League of Omaha, warned that ab- 
ductors also “dress up as. priests, 


tives.” 


Other Lures j 

He listed other lures used by kiù- ; 
nappers and what the child an teen , 
can do-to foil the abduction: 

— Adults asking for help, such as 
searching for a "lost puppy”: tell, 
the person to. get another adult to. 
help inthe search, 

—Adults. threatening the child: 
with a gun: "Take off. If you get in 
the car, you lose control,” he said. . 
"Yell, scream, raise a éommotion." , 
He said the convicted child mur- 
dererg he interviewed said that if" 
the children they abducted had run, 
away or screamed, they would have. 
been scared off. 

—Aduits bribing the yo 
with candy, beer, marijuana, [ne 
toys. or rolls of quarters for pidi 
Arcade games; Don't take gifts, Hi 
urged parents to be observant and: 


WL. [05 3- Su. G-E Be 
didit HO 
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FBI/DOJ 


THp mother of a missing West Des 
Moines youth, Johnny _ Gesch, 
charged Monday thatan FBI píficial 
tok! her another youngster missing 
from that community was. quickly 
recovered last year because he was 
“worth more" than her child, 

Noreen Gosch ' said Herbert 
Hawkins, special agent in charge of 
the FBI in Iowa and Nebraska, 
made the remark April 7, 1983, the 
day after authorities foiled the kid- 
napping of the sor of a wealthy Des 
Moines manufacturing executive, 

Mts, Gosch told several hundred 
people attending a luncheon Monday 
at the Holiday Inn at 72nd and 
Grover Streeís that she asked 
Hawkins why the FBI could find 
Francis Arthur "Chip Wittern IJI, 
17, in 38-hours, but had not been able 
to locate hér son, who has been 
missing since Sept, 5, 1982. 

No Comment 

“He said, ‘Mis. Gosch, you have 
to realize there was a human life.at 
stake and their (the Witterns’) child 
was worth more than yours, " Mrs. 
Gosch quoted Hawkins:as saying 
durig a conversation in the kitchen 
of hel home, 

Cctacted Monday afternoon, - 
Hawhins said he would not comment 
en the allegation. 

A second officer familiar with the 
two cases but who asked not to be 


Worletteratd 
Gosches, ... “System Imperfect.” 


identified said "the difference be- 
tween the Witter case and the 
Gosch case fs that we hada demand 
for ransom for Wittern and his ab- 
ductor was in constant touch with 
the family, We had no earthly idea 
of the worth of that (Wittem) 
family.” 

The kidnapped yoürft'is the son of 
FA "Art" Wittem Jr, head of 


Wooden shows, . , Chris, left, and Andy Litchfield how easy ils for an abductor to graba child. 


Gosches Tell About Ob; 
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Fawn Engineering Co. it thej Des 
Moines.suburb of Clive. The fijm is 
one of the world’s leading manufac- 
turers and distributors of vending 
machines, i 

The Witter boy was. released : 
April 6,1983, after his father paid a 
$200,000 ransom, Three suspects 
were arrested. and most of the 
money was recovered. 

Johnny Gosch, 13, disappeared 
while delivering Sunday newspa-. 


pers. 

Mrs. Gosch discussed the FBI's- 
handling of her son's case before a 
luncheon- gathering sponsored by the , 


Junior League of Omaha. 


Presumed Runaways T 

Later Monday, Mrs. Gosch and: 
her husband, John, described to: 
about 250-people at the Ak-Sar-Ben 


. Coliseum the obstacles they have 


encountered in the search for their ' 
son, : 

"At this time, we don't have a; 
perféct system for searching for | 
children,” she said. | 

“Any child. over 10 is generally: 
assumed to be a runaway unless, 
parents cat prove there is a dam: 
ger,” she said. 

Gosch told the group that “par 
ents shouldn't have to think for law! 
enforcement agencies. ... We've 
had to scratch and fight every step 
of the way.” pee En 


x 
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Mrs; Gosch: | 
By Gabriella Stern oS 


, World-Herald Stall Writer 


The mother of Johnny Gosch, the 13- 
year-old West Des Moines boy who dis: 
appeared 18 months ago, says she was 
largely responsible for the swift re- 
sponse of law enforcement agencies to 
the kidnapmurders of two Sarpy 
Couity boys last fall. : 
^ "The amount of publicity my hus- 
band and I generated, brought faster 
action to the boys in Bellevue,” Noreen 
Gosch said ina telephone interview last 
week. "The city-of Omaha has just suf 


cake, the police acted immediately. The 
FIH got involved right away. | 

J'The reason there was such prompt 
action was because there had been a 
great many mistakes in our case, t look 


Ej two terrible tragedies. -In that . 


owa Exrors Helped in Sarpy | 


at that as progress — taking a bad sit- 
uation and learrüng from it.” 

Law officials deny Mrs. Gosch's alie- 
gation that they bungled the investiga- 
tion into her son's disappeardrice, 

H anything, the family's high-profile 
publicity methods on-a number of occa- 
sions might have, hampered efforts to 
find him, said Herb Hawkins, special 
agent in charge of the FBI in Iowa and 
Nebraska. P T 


Hawkins, whose office is iñ Omaha, ‘ 


said last week that fie did not want to 
pick a fight with the Gosches, but 
wanted to respond to the family’s alie- 
gations. “I don't want to get in a con- 
test with thenrat all.” 

Monday, in jtheir first public ene 
gagement in Omaha, Mrs. Gosch and 
her husbanz -Yopn, wiil talk.about their 
son, who disappeared from a West Des 


Moines suburb while delivering Sunday 
papers on Sept. 5, 1932; 


Wooden, executive director of the Na- 
tional Coalition for Children’s Justice, 
at a luncheon and two free lectures, one + 
at 4:30 and. one at 7:30 p.m,, sponsored | 
by the Junior League of Omaha. The į 
lectures will be held at the Ak-Sar-Ben | 
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The Gosthés are to appear with Ken 


Coliseum, l 
Mrs, Goscli said. that if asked, they'll; 
tell Omaha audiences that law emi 


. forcement agencies didn’t treat the 


case seriously and mishandled it from| 
the start, forcing the family te- use at, 
tention-getting publicity methods afd fo, 
hire private investigators. tod 

Hawkins said he deties-private ihves:: 
tigators to find information the} FBI; 


Please turn to Page 4, Col, 1: 
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«Continued from-Page 1. H 
Jasn't alteddy üncoveted, © ” 

He also said the PBI was deeply com- 
mitted to solving the Sarpy County kid- 
nap-murders because hey hoped tè 
Solve the Gosch case at the same time’ 
— not to make up for any past mis- 
takés, 

The body of Danny Joe Eberle, 13, 
was found in a field south of Bellewe 
Sept. 21, tee days after he disap- 
peared while delivering his Sunday 
newspaper route. 

Forced Into Car 

Christopher Paul Waiden, 12, was 
seen being forced into a car near Paw- 
nee School in Sarpy County the moming 
af Dec, 2, His body was found three 
days later in:a:plum grove northwest of. 
Papillion. 

John J. Joubert, 26, an Offutt Air 
Force Base airman from . Portland, 
Maine, has been chatged with two 
counts each of first-degree murder, kid- 
napping and using a knife in a felony. 

Agents didn’t rule out the possibility 
of à link betweeit the Gosch case and 
the, Ebecte-Waiden case until Joubert 
wasl arrested iti January, and they es- 
tabjlshed that he was not in Des Moines 
‘When Johnny disappeared, Hawkins 
said, 

“When I heard the boy (Danny Joe 


Eberle) was missing, the first thing I^ 


thought dt was the Gosch case," 
Hawkins: said. “1 thought at that point 
we could: solve the Gosch case at the 
same time. 

` “The circumstances and the ‘modus 
operandi were so. close to the Gosch 
case," Hawkins said, “They were paper 
‘boys, Theiv-looks were almost identical, 
We kept people working that case bë 


cause we had such a sitnilarity. We had" 


no.investigative jurisdiction, but we had. 
an-open case itt the Gosch matter.” 
To Mrs, Gosch, evidence of the FBI's 
» hegligence ir her son's case came after 
-Danny Joe Eberle-was murdered, 
` Listed ás Missing i 
“Johnny Gósch was listed by the FBI 
:as ‘Missing’ «until September (1983) 


whei his. status was finally updated to- " 


‘Abducted,’ ” Mrs. Gosch said. “I had 

tollfight for that for a whole year, and it 

pi y happened after Eberle's body was 
ond. 

Johnny's disappearance is as much a 
mystery today as it was 18. months ago. 
“There are no iesults at this point,” 

Hawkins said, The investigation-contin« 
ues — FBI agenis working with the 
- Gosches’ Chicago-based private investi- 
gators. 
^ The relationship, between the 
Gosches and the investigating agencies. 


— West Des Moines:police-and the FBE 


= Was: troubled from the start. Mrs. 
Gosch said she found that the author- 

ities were ignoring her sows case. The 

police and FBI disliked the family's in- 
dependent investigation and.use of pub- 
icity. 

Two days after Johnny's disap- 
peajance, the Gosches went on local 
television and displayed:their son's pho- 
tógjaph in the hope that someone had 
seep:him. 
awkins said that was probably ill- 
Advised. "Some maintain immediate 
publicity is the best thing. f don't agree. 


Mrs. Gosel Hawkins 
it makes our job 10 times more diffi- 
cult, d 

“Law enforcement prefers no pub- 
licity in.a case like this until all the 
leads,have been totally exhausted and’ 
togive the-abdustor an opportunity to 
make contact with the parents," 
Hawkins said. " 

Mrs. Gosch said she and her husband 
were right to make a public appeal. 
From that day on, the Gosches have 


been consistently public about their ^ 


Son's case, and the FBI, which heads 
the investigation, has maintained a 
tight-lipped approach, 

‘On: Féb. 22; for example, Mrs. Gosch 
said she had three telephone calls from 
Her son called the police and then 
told the local hevs media, 

Hawkins said it was unwise of Mrs, 
Gosch to-publicize the calls because the 


child's captors might resort to. des 


perat measures, 

The publicity. could indicate that the 
calls were being investigated and pos- 
sibly prompt the captors to go-into"hid- 
ing ane to harm the child, Hawkins 
said. i 
“The safety of the child is foremvst,” 
Hawkins said. , 

Mrs, Gosch said’ she publicized: the 
calls because it appeared that captors 


-had let the. child place the calis. and 


were present. during the phone conver- 


` sations, - 


“There, are times when you bavè to 
take a risk to get more intormation. 
Somebody wanted us to know Johnny 
was alive. We just don’t know why, We 
hoped moré information would sur- 
face.” 

Phone Calis 

To-Mrs. Gosch, the three phone calls, 
each lasting about 40 seconds and-com- 
ing at six-minute intervals, represent a 
major breakthrough in the case, 

AS a fesult of the calis, Mrs, Gosch 
said she immediately concluded that 
the skeleton of a white-mate found last 
Tuesday. in south Des Moines couldn't 
have been that of Yolinny. 

The state medical examiner deter- 
fined. that the skeleton. was that of a 
man between 35 and 55 years old. 

“They called me ori the telephone 
and said they had found'a skeleton. I 
said, ‘That's not Johnny because I just 
spoke to him thé other night, He 
Couldn't be bones today. And we've had: 
those other sightings,’ " she said. 

Tn the past 18 months, the Gosches 
have had one other telephone call they 
believe yaay-haseibeen from their son, 

**We.had one similar call in August," 


FE 

|  QGosch said, “It was taken by out 
tvv older children, Each nicked-up the 
phone at the same time. It was Johnny, 
He was.asking for help and if he could: 
speak to Mom. They heard a scuffle inj 
the background, and the phone went, 
dead, It was long distance. The police! 
said they couldn't trace it.” 

The Feb, 22 phone calls came “at 
12:26 a.m," Mrs. Gosch said. “I hadi 
just gotten home from a meeting and 
was taking off my coat. The phone 
rang. 

Long Distance - 

“The first thing I heard was this little 
voice saying, ‘Mom,’ 1 listened and 
could tell it was long distance. 

“Who js this?" 

“This is Johnny, Mom. , "E 

“He was having a difficult time efun- 
ciating the words, as if he had. scime- 
thing in his mouth or was postibly 
drugged. 1 asked himi-if he was ail right 
and if he was alone. He told me 'No, | 
and someone hung ap the phone.” 

The next two phone calls followed the 
game pattern. At one point, she said, ^ 
Tony tald her he was in New York | 

ity. i 
“During the second call; I asked | 
Johnny if he could get away," Mrs. | 
Gosch said, “He said, ‘I think so," Then 
someone slammed the receiver down 
again. 

. "The third call, I just kept tellinghim ` 
we loved hinm and that the whole:coun- 
try was looking for him," Mrs, Gosch 
said, “I told him that if he could get 
away, he should run-to-a police officer. 
‘Then-the phone went dead." | 

The FBI js trying to trace the calls, : 
Hawkins said. i 

Mr. Gosch-said she recognized John: 
ny’s voies, “We've hdd crank phone 
cails.in the past about 700. There isa. 
definité differénce. We've had g8 
months of experience. 1 

“The majority of the crank calls-dze. 
local calls. A lot just call and han up. 
They:call and say your son js dead, they. | 
laugh, and hang-up, One man; did it on 
"Thankspiving." ë i 

_ There also have been 15 possible . 
sightings of Johnny that, Mrs. Gosch'i 
Said, seem “reliable,” arid hundreds of 
other sightings and leads that she 
dismissed as implausible. - 

The family has told the FBI of six 
Sightings and had their private investi- 
gators handle the others, Mrs. Gosch 
said. The FBI investigated thé six 
sightings, Hawkins said, 

Mrs. Gosch said many of the people 
who say they have sighted Johnny saw 
him in the custody of two men, They 
appear to be the same two-men spotted. 
by four of Johnny's friends in West Des 
Moines the morning he disappeared, 
she sald, A 
, The Gosches' appearance in Ontaha! 
is one of -hundrads-of engagements the" 
couple has had sínce their son disap- 
peared, Mrs. -Gosch said their purpose . 
is to teach Americans about child ab»: 
ductions and persuade Jegislators to į 
draft laws déaling with:the problem, 

“The FBI did not assist in the begin- ` 
ning,” Mrs. Gosch said: “They were 
unwilling to come into the case on an | 
active level locally: It's that way all | 
over the country. The-pelice-end the | 
FBI don’t want to act, oe 
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By Janet Cawley 
Chicago Tribune " 
DES MOINES-For the last 18 
months, since her young son dis- 

appeared, the phone has been a 

lifeline and a nemesis for Noreen 
© Gosch. It rings constantly in her 
. comfortable suburban home, 

bringing queries and information 

. from the curious, the helpful, the 
concerned and, occasionally, the 
malicious. SCA : 
Barly Wednesday, she says, it 
brought the voice of het kidnaped 

BOR, 

"ie said, *Mom?* " 

*H said, "Who is this?’ I thought 
maybe it was a crank. I could te 
it Wwas long distance. He said, 
‘This is Johnny,’ I said, ‘Are you 
alt right?’ He said, ‘No.’ His voice 
was slurred, as if he had been 
drugged, and he was crying, Y 
asked, ‘Where are you?’ and 
someone slammed down the 
phone.” * 

Jn all she says, there were 
three calls, each less than 40 se- 
conds long and just minutes 
apart, from her 14-year-old son, 
who disappeared Sept. 5, 1982, 


while stating out on his Sunday 
delivery route for the Des Moines 
Register newspaper. 


Noreen Gosch, who said she ‘received phone calls from her 
missing son Johnny [right} ^1 told him that we loved him." 


om, get me out" 


ranges of emotion, and when you 
hear someone through their lives, 
hear their vóices-change at differ- 
ent levels, then. you: recognize it 
again, His voice has deepened a 


ite since be was kidnaped, but I ' 


know it was Johnny. I have 


doubt." 


Gosch said she phoned police + 


after the first of the three calls. 


They later told her they could not, + 


trace-the calls, she said, but could 
confirm: they were long distance. . 
Said Lt. Lyle MeKinney of he 
West Des Moines Policé Depart- 
gent, “We're still working on ity ; 
You have to bo determined.” | 
FOR MRS. GOSCH, a dt-yeart | 
old secretary, “and her husband} 1 
John, aiso 40, a salesman for a 
chemical company, the valis were 
the latest in an anguishing series 
of events they cling to as proof 
their son is alive. s 
According to Mrs. Gosch, there 
have been 15 sightings of Johnny 
in the Southwest United States- 


between March and September 
last year, She says private inves- 
tigators hired by the family have 
verified the sightings. In most 
cases, Johnny appeared to be in 
the custody of two men “who had 
inp under thet Ho de 

According to ecial Agent 
Robert Keane in Tes Moines, 
fhere have heen a number ol 
“sightings” in the Southwest. 
“We have done investigations, but 
we never have been able to say 


aret 
Continued on page 2, col. 1 


i 
| 
l 
she. declines to be more specilie— | 
i 
i 
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positively it was 
show people his picture, and they 
would say, ‘Yes, that’s the person 
they saw,’ but by then he "wasn't. 
there anymure.”? OCEAN 
In addition, Mrs. Gosch say! 


Johnny called horrie orice before, last - 
Aug, 5. His 19-year-old brother and 


20-year-old sister, both home from 


college, picked up phone extensions 


simultaneously, and “they heard him 
keep asking for Mom. He said he 
needed help. Then someoné slammed 

m the phone, The ‘whole call 


JUST A MONTH lator; Mra, Gasch 


7 s last longer than 45 seconds." 


said she and a private detective: 


received identigal calls a few mi 
utes, apart. "IL was à man, He Sai 
‘I háye Johnny. He's alive, You tan 
look for him all you want, but I'm 
never going to give him back." 

" The Gosches believe the” person 
who abducted Johnny was a middie- 
agé' man with. dark eyes, black hair 


- anda) mustache, The man was seen 
talking to the boy as he began his 


délivery route. A friend of Johnny's 
said the youngster anpeared to be 
giving directions to ^e man, who 
was driving a blue car. ; 


.. “Why would he let Johnny cal?" ^ 
Mrs. Goseh asked. “I have a distinct 


feeling thg eas were made for a 


We would ^ 


reaspi Maybe to let us know he 
track, Pm also told a lot of times 
kidnapers do this far à kind of sadis- 
tic pleasure . coo 5 
“Barjier that’ evening, Johnny's 
‘picture was shown on national tolevi- 
sion on a program about the Senate 
hearings on missing children. Maybe 


the kidnaper or Johnny saw his pie ' 


» 


ture and that’s what led to the ca 
she said." . : E 


‘the Gosches are determined their, 
.son will somehow, be refurned to” 
ithem. "Y fee confident we'll find 


him, recover him," Mrs, Gosch said. 
Outside the brick family home in the 
affluent suburb of Wést Des Moines, 
a porch light burns constantly for 
Johnny. (“We've been through fide 
bulbs"), and a phone js never mor 
than inches away. The Gosches em- 
psy an answering service to take 
calls 


- when they're not home; and : 


Mrs. .Gosch, always carries a pager 


with her. 


‘Life without Johnny, she says, lias | 


Yeon’ "horrible." For the last two 


ears, the family bas not been able ` 


o celebrate Christmas, “The older 
Aids just said they didn’t want to. 
‘And in a way, it was just easier for 


-us than to try to fo through the 
* whole rigaramole ant 


torture, 


*"Yon know in thi s whole situation, - 


my husbarid and 1 had.jobs, friends, * 
. & purpose to keep us busy. But John- ' 


ny was ripped away from’ these 


„things. It's 10 times worse, for him, 


He’s the victim.” 
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By Janet Cawley 
Chicage Tribune 


_ DES MOINES—Johnny Gosch, the - 
Des Moines newsboy kidnaped from ; 
his delivery route 18 months ago, has 
made several desperate attempts t 
identify. himself to strangers and to! 
lee his captors, according to his. 
amily and private investigators. — | 

Officials at the Investigative Re-: 
jjearen. Agency, the Chicago firm 

ired by the family, are veluctank toi 
divulge specific locations and det} ils; 
of thé incidents for fear of [en-| 
dangering the boy, now 14. But an 
ageney spokesman who has been in-: 
volved. in the case said the pattern 
traced by detectives showed that’ 
Johnny was taken along a “soyth- 
southwest’? route from Des Moines. 


According to the spokesman, who." 


asked not to be named, investigators 
believe that on “four or five oc- 
casions" Johnny actually identified ; 
himself to members of the publie. 
One instance, he said, occurred in! 
a Southwestern state last March 
when a boy believed’ to. be Johnny | 
rai} up to a woman near a simal 
shipping. center just off a highway 
and said, “Please, heip me; Pm 
John David Gosch." i 


AN INVESTIGATOR quoted the 
woman as having said that a man 
chased the boy and pinned the 
outh’s. arm behind him, The boy 
woke away again, according to the 


woman, and the man grabbed him : 


again, and they crossed a nearby 
field. 


She said she thought they were? 
entering the rear of an apartment’ 


, complex, hut, the investigator sid, : 


they apparently circled back to their! 
vehicle and drove away. - i 
Though the woman alerted police, 

they found nothing and thought it. 
was just a father disciplining Nis son, | 
the investigator said. 1t wasn't until i 
the woman saw Johnny's. picture on; 
a television show about missing chil-j 
dren last October that she made thet 
connection, he said. j 
. He said that in another instance, at 
a gas station-truck stop in the West 
late last summer, a youth managed | 
to edge up to some customers “and | 
p something on the order of I'm: 
dehnay-Gosch' before atén-eome | 
up and took him away." 


i 
i 


Kidnaped newsboy 
has tried 


to flee - 


“ON ANOTHER occasion, about a] 
month..2iter he was Tidaened oni 
Sept, 5, 1982, a telephone operator . 
received a call through a long-dis-' 
tance exchange froni a boy who-iden- : 
tified himself as Johnny, his mother ! 
said. ! 
"lt was a young boy, He was 
leading for help. He said he was 
Tohnny Gosch and was trying to 
reach his mother im Des 
Noreen Goseh said, “Then the phone 
went dead, The cali was never com. © 
pleted, so there is no record of it ard i 
3t couldu't be traced.” îi 
On two. other occasions, "Johnny's |: 
famiy Says, he actually did get f 
hrough: once last August, whet hisi- 
Hider brother and sister answered 
ithe phone and heard him plead for. | 
help and.for his mother before some- : 
one quickly. slammed down the. re- , 
eeiver, and once Jast Wednesday, i 
when Mrs. Gosch says she received | 
three calls, each less tharr 40 seconds , 
long, from. her son. i 
“He said, "This i H 
‘Are you. alb right? He said, ‘No! | 
His voice was slurred, as if he bad. 
been drugged, and he was crying: H 
asked, ‘Where are you?’ And some- 
oné slammed down the phone.” 


Johnny.’ 3 said, 


a ohany 
, Sighted, 
seefaed t 
pen and 
^m sure. 1f the ï 
-tà- get away, 


Pape e a mA 
JOne of the kidnapërs, investigators 
Véelieve, is a middle-age mah with 
dark eyes, black hair and a 
mustache who witnesses have said | 
spoke to Johnny just minutes before | 
ho disappeared as he began his route 
for thé Des Moines Register. A 
friend of Johnny's.said the youngster , 
appeared to have been giving dinge- : 
tions to-the man, who. was drivindia 
blue car. LT 
"One of the investigators said that | 
the kidnapers appeared to be “on the © 
move" but that detectives have been : 
unable to determine what kind of: 
vehicle they have been using. The | 
investigator noted that if it is a 
camper, they could be staying in 
pari md campgrounds ^vheec-they 
; would be less likely to be seen, 
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ET i i. other V p had beati H 
seen wii e boy. The presgneesof |^ 
other children might indicate that 

the hoy is a prisoner in a kind of, 
ring, according to the investigator. * 


ACCORDING TO Mrs. Gosch, 
there were 15 sightings in the South- 
west between Mareh and September | 
of last year, usually near major 
highways and-often in places such as’; 
fast-food restaurants. . 

Mrs. Gosch also piore of another 
incident—the artest last summer of 
a 19-year-old man in Ft, Lauderdale, 
Fla.—as evidence that someone 
knows something about what bap- 
pened to Johnny. i 


j 
Ft. Lauderdale police and Mis. 
osch say the young man, who gave į 
is name as Raven Darkholme, 
taken from a comic strip character 
Ihe later was identified as David 
Peters], seemed. to know a great! 
deal about Johany and the Gosch i 
family, including details of Johnhy's 
aper route and a vacation the fami- , 
y took in Lake of the Ozarks, Mo-: 
The most startling information he 
rovided was that Mrs. Gosch bas a 
irthmark on her hip: Lt 
According to detective Sandy. 
Tedegang o the juvenile division 
the Ft. Lauderdale police, Darkho! 
me was “basically a storyteller. He 
reads everything he gets his bands.: 
on and could haye picked up the; 
[Gosch] information on TV, from the 
newspapers, He changed his stories 
on a daily basis. He's smart. He has - 
a photographie memory and uses it 
to the fullest extent." 


SHE SAID Darkhoime, who was.” 
arrested: and charged with grand 
theft by giving a false name and age 
to receive state funds, is no longer in 
custody and is believed to be 1n the 
Mieri aea. nnd 
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By JANET CAWLEY 
Chicalko Tribune Service \ 
DES MOINES, Iowa — For ihe - 
last/18 montis, since her young spn 
disdppeared, the phone has been’a i 
Hfeline and a nemesis for Noreen; 
Gosch, It rings constantly in her 
comfortable suburban home, bring- 
ing queries and information from 
the curious, the helpful, the con- 
cerned and, occasionally, the mali- 
cious, : ` 
"Narly Wednesday, she says, it 
brgught the voice of her kidnaped. 
sof. : 
m said, ‘Mom?’ 
^ said, ‘Who is this?’ I thought 
maybe it was à crank. 1 could tell iti 
- was Jong dist&nce, He said, "This is 
Johnny.’ I said, ‘Are you all riglit?'. 
He said, ‘No. His voice was slurred, i 
ag if he had been drugged, and hé. 
was crying, 1 asked, “Where are! 
you?" and‘ someone slammed down, 
the phone." EE. 
In all, she says, there were three | 
cali} — each less than 40 seconds i 
jong and just minutes apart — from. 
her] 14-yeat-old son, whe disáp- 
peared Sept. 5, 1982, while starting - 
out on his Sunday delivery route for | 
The Des Moines Register ngws- ! 
paper. 1 
"He was pleading for help,” she ; 
said. “He said, ‘Just get me onj of! 
heré, Mom.’ : 
“They've got me here, just get 
me out..." : 
"That's how T knew it was John- | 
ny. His voice went through ranges | 
of emotion, and when you hear 
someone through their lives, hear. 
teir voices change at differen lev- į 
els, then you recognize it again| His, 
spice has deepened a little singg he ; 
was kidnaped, but I know it ^vas 
Johniy, 1 have to doubt.” 


new- hope 


Calls from kidnaped” 


sen give-parenis| p 


"JGosGR..saMd she phenea-policé 
after the first of the three calls. 
They later told her they could not’ 
trace the calls, she said, but could 
confirm they were long distance. 

‘Said Lt. Lyle McKinney of the 
West Des Moines Police Depart- 
ment, “We're still working on it. 
"You:have tohe determined." 

For Mra. Goscl, a 40-year-old, 
secretary, and her husband, John,: 
also 40, a salesman for 4 chemical’ 
company, the calls were the latest: 
in am anguishing series of events! 
they cling to as proof their son-is! 
alive. ' 


[ion called: home once before, 
oh Aug. 5, she says. His 19-year-qld. 
brother arid 20-yeartold sister, bath 
hometrom college, picked up phone 
extensions simultaneously, ahd 
“they heard him keep asking for 
‘Mom. He said he needed help. Then; 


` soiieone slamined dowii the phone. 


The whole call didn't last longer 
‘then 45 seconds,” K 
Just a month later, Mrs. Gosch: 
said, she and a private detective re- 
ceived identical calis a few minutes 
apart. “It was a man. He said: 'i 
have Jolinny. He's alive. You 
look for him all you ‘want, but I'm 
never going to give him back." |! 
The Gosches believe the personi 
who abducted Jolinny was a mid- 
die-aged man with dark eyes, black. 
hair and a mustache. The man was: 
seen talking to the boy as he began 
his delivery route. A friend óf John-' 
ny said the enastar appeared to: 
be giving directions to the mon, 
was a iriving ablue ae i 
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“Why would he let Johnny.eall?”| 
MrsrGuschasked. “I have a distinct! 
feeling the calls were made for al 
reason. Maybe to let us know he's; 
alive, maybe to throw us off the: 
track. I'm also told a lot of times; 
kidnapers do this for a kind of sa-| 
distic pleasure. * : 

“Earlier that evening, Johnny's: 
picture was.shown on national te -j 
vision om d'program about the Sef- 
ate hearings on missing children.: 
Maybe the kidnaper or Johnny saw 
his picture and that’s what led to 
the cali.” 

Mrs. Gosch said there had been 
Iisightings of Johnny in the South- 
wisst between March and Septem- 
bér last year. She said private in| 
vebtigators hired by the family had 
verified the sightings. In most; 
eases, Johnny appeared to be In the! 
custody of two men "who had. him 
under their thumbs." 

EBI Special Agent Robert Keane, 
ju Des Moines, confirmed that|there 
had been a number of “sightings” in i 
the Southwest, . 

“We have done investigations, 
but we never have been able to say 
positively it was him. We would; 
show people his picture, and they} 
would say, yes, that's the persor! 


ey saw, but by thew ire wasn’t: 
there anymore." 1 
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‘South-southwest’ route 


According te Mrs. Gosok” thel iq 


sightings were usually near major: 
highways and often in places such 
as fast-food restaurants. 

Officials at the Investigative Re- 
search Agency, the Chicago firm: 
hired by the family, are reluctant to; 
divhlge specific locations and de-! 
tails for fear of endangering the 
boy. But an agency spokesman 
had been involved in the case sij 
the pattern traced by detectives 
showed that Johnny was taken, 


ee sm, 


"Why would he let Johnny [pictured ' 
.atleft]call?...Pmtoldalotof, — 
times kidnapers do this for a kind of 
sadistic pleasure.’ 


Pleading for help’ araaai’ suburb of West. De i 


lOn another occasion, about a Moines, a porch light burns con- © 


Noreen Gosch : 

— — | 
m 

! 


along a “south-southwest” rout) njonth after he was kidnaped on 
from Des: Moines. Sbpt. 5, 1982, a telephone operator 
According to the spokesman,! rëcelved a call through a long-dis- 


who asked not to be named, investi-i tance exchange from a boy who, Gosches employ an answering serv: | 


gators believe that on “four or five| identified himself as Johany, his: 
occasions” Johnny actually identi-| mother said. 

fica himself to members of the pub- “Tt was a young boy. He Was, 
" T: 


ic. 
One instance, he said, occurret in 
a Southwestern state last Milrch] 
when à boy believed to be Johhny i, "i 
ran up to a women near a sinal y | 
shopping center just off a highway | 
and|sald, “Please, help me; Pm. Joh 
David. Gosch." $ 
An investigator © qtiotec 
woman as having said that à 
chased the hoy and pinned’ the 
youth's arm behind him. Thé boy: 
broke away again, according to the ` 


‘woman, atid the man grabbed him i 
again, and they crossed a nearby AP nd eapgrounts sayin ey 


would be less likely to be seen. 


Johnny Gosch and was trying t 


ert d; sd-therà is no rece. 
r of it and it coulds’t be traced." 
‘One of the investigators saidttu 
the kidnapers appeared to be “ 
the move" but that detectives h: 
been unable to determine what kini 
of vehicle they had been using. The 


pleading for help. He said he was!’ Life without, Johnny, she said, 


stantly for Johnny (“We've been : 
through five bulbs"), and à phones: 
never more than. inches away. The-; 


ice fo take calls when. they're mot: 
home, and Mrs, Gosch always cat- 
ries 4 pager with her. 


$wo years, the family has not been. ; 
ble to celebrate-Christmas. 1 E 
t | “The older kids just said thd 
j Widn't want to,” Mrs. Gosch said. 
i “And ina way, it was just easier for . 
i us than to try to go through the i 
: 4 whole rigamarole and torture. 
» "You know in this whole situa-- 
iion, my husband and 1 had jobs, ; 
.friends, a purpose to keep us busy.. 

But Johnny was ripped away from. 


fas been "horrible." For the T. 


investigator noted that if it was a, thosathingsalt’s 10 times worse fori 
m i 


i him. He'sthe victim." 


i 


i He said no other children had} 


«dmplei, but, the investigator said, * f isht i 

n Me ERU xf T *; ence of other children might indi- 

in 7, apparénify Rater pack Ni cate that the boy is a prisoner in a 
- vehicle and. E ,'kindof ring, according to the inves~ 


i Though the woman dlerted 
1 Hide, they - found nothing aid 
thought it was just a father disol- 
plining his son, the investigator t 
Said, It wasn’t until the woman saw ` 
Johnny's pictire on a television 
show about missing children Jes 
Octoher that she made the conne ., 
tion, he said, UT ix i 
i 


tigator, . 
‘The Gosches are determined their 


He'said that in amother instance, 
„atà gas station-truck stop in the | 
West late last summer; a youth: 
managed to edge up to some cus- 
tomers “and say something on the . 
order of ‘I’m Johnny Gosch' before 
a man came up and took him 
aye 


——— 


ison will, somehow, be returned to 


*1 feet confident wel find hiin, | 
‘over fim,” Mrs. Gosc] ate i 
A family pna 
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Horen Gosch on-Today’: 
Johnny now 6-feet tall with dyed hair 


By FRANK SANTIAGO - ie 
» Register Statt Weiter Soe 
"WUréén Gosch said Thursday that | 
some people who claim to have seen : 
-her missing son say “his hair has been | 
*ehopped and dyed” > 
nànd that the young- - 
„Ster "was close to 6 : | 
t tall by now.” 
Appearing on 
(BC-PV's "Today 
Slow," Gosch told 
interviewer Jane 
Pauley that "there. 


have been a number : 
of sightings through, 3 
out the country” and NOREEH i 
fhat many have GOSCH 
Southwest. "They have. i 


poken to hira 

` and we've had this verified through 
ivate detectives and the FBI,” she 

sjid. 

Tes was'12 years:old and-5 fegt 7 
2 inches-tall when he disappeaited | 
Sept. 5, 1982, two Blocks from his ti i 

. Dés Moines home as-he prepared [UN 

deliver the Des Moties Sunday Régis- i 

ter. 

“We're not exactly: ‘sure what part 
-of the country he is in at this time,” 
she said. “We have sightings that are 
jn the southwest part of the United, 
States, but we live ira very mobile 80- 
ciety today. People-can travel from 
one end-of the country to another ina. 
gery short time." 

Noreen Goseh ‘and her kusband, 
John, who was also interviewed, were 
in WHO-TV's studios in Des Moines, ° 
and Pauley was in NBC's studios in 
New York. 

“Noreen Gosch told ef the three | 

phone calls she received at her home 

Jast week from a youngster she ae 

was her son. 

“Yes, it was Johnny. We received | 
the first-of three calls. They were six 
ininutes-apart and each ‘phone can | 
lasted about 40 seconds, 


: He’ was pleading for help. I asked 
kim-wkere he was at, and the phorie 
was disconnected. On the second call I 
reassured him we were looking for 

| shim and that we would find him and 
they disconnected the phone again. ' 
They intentionally made the phone 
calls short.” 

Pauley asked, “You think they were 
just tormenting you and him?” 

Noreen Gosch answered, “We feel | 
Johnny was forced to-make the calls, ' 
yes." 

“Who are they?" Pauley asked. 
| Responded Noreen Gosch: “We have 

scriptions of two men that were , 
spen the morning (Johnny) disap- 
peared and we fée} this is the circum- 
stances that he's in at the same time 
right new.” 

Pauley asked if the Gosehés “lead 
regular lives. now or does this night- | 
mare consume you?” 

John Gosch said, "We have to- " " b 
fairly normal lives. Dur jobs mustiko i 
on, but.our main concern is to-find out: 


1 son-and it’s a full-time job, every night | ij 


| and every spare thinute we have. We 
dg everything that we possibly can da 


spokesman f 
i ‘al calls wei 
» Ééceived following the program ai 
that agents are "doing everything that. 
can be done to check them ont.” 
Asked about the sightings, Noreen ; 
Gosch cited, Keane said, “There have , 
: been sightings. . , but we don't have | 
the boy.” | 
Johnny Gosch, according to wit- | 
nesses and West Des Moines police re- i 
poris, was seen talking to a man ina ' 
car parked near where the boy picked. | 
up his papers, Witnesses said the man 
drove away and Gosch, pulling his 
wagon loaded with newspapers, walk- 
ed away to begin delivery. The wagon : 
was later found two blocks amay hat. 


cach was gone. 
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Despite whatpoliee-ald was an ex. ! 

tensive effort, the driver of the car has ; 
ever been located, and it hasn't been | 

determined why he was in-the area-ar i 
it he had driven back to the scene. , 

lice have also been unable to identj- ' 
fy another man who was briefly 
walking in the area by one young + 
newspaper carrier about the time of j | 
Goseh’s disappearance, 


Haan 


F 04 


weed dainn 


| Bob 1 
Greene . 5 


Kidnaped: Johnny e 
needs your help ~ 


of DON’T THINK there is a more compelling story 
in the country than the case of Johnny Gosch, the 
young West Des Moines, la., boy who was kid... 
naped from his newspaper route on Sept. 5, 1982— 
. and who may still be held captive by the man or 
men who took him. i 


"uU . Johnny Gosch was 12 on that day. He left the 


. house with his red wagon and his dog Gretchen to, 
-deliver Sunday-mornirig Des Moines Registers. The 
dog returned home without him. His wagon, full of 
» newspapers, was found on a street corner. Johnny. — 
-4 ^ was simply gone. t 
His r and father, John and Noreen Gosch, :- 
started an exhaustive campaign to try to find the’ 
boy. A composite drawing of a man suspected of ~--~ 
“being the’ kidnaper was distributed nationally. . 
Enough funds were raised to establish a $100,000 + 
reward for Johnny's safe return. As awful as all 
i kidnap cases are, this one was especially wrenchin, 


AND THEN, LAST month, a development be- 
curred that made the story of Johnny Gosch alm 
unbearable to cqntemplate. . 

* |. According to his mother, Johnny called home 
- three times, ] N 

As Mrs. Gosch told Tribune reporter Janet Cawley: 
in West Des Moines, the first call came just after" 
midnight on a Wednesday. 

“J said, ‘Who is this?' " Mrs. Gosch recalled. “ 


At is every parent's- 
nightmare—the 
idea of his or her 
child in desperate _ 
trouble, begging 
for rescue wel 


* thought maybe it was a crank: I could tell it was 
. long distance. ` d EM 
“He said, "This is Johnny.’ I said, ‘Are you all 
right?’ He said, ‘No.’ His voice. was slurred, as if he 
had been drugged, and he was crying. I asked, + 
: Nod you?’ and someone slammed down the 
pe ne." E ` 
- In another call a lew'minutes later, Mrs. Gosel 
.. said, her son begged her to rescue him, — 
7 “He was pleading for help," she said, “He sal 
‘Just get me out of here, Mom. They've got me here, 
just get me ou... st a ^ e 
“That’s how I knew if was Johnny, His voice went , 
through ranges of emotion, and when you hear 
someone through their lives, hear their voices 
hange at different levels, then you recognize it 
E His volce has deepened a little since he 
gy kidnaped, but I know it was Johnny. I have no 
As in the first call, the next two ended with thé: 
. phone being hung up. Each call lasted less than 40° 
E rs, Gosch waid she assumed it was tbe» 
|  kidoapers who had ended tha calls, ~t Rud 


painaen seran e a - 
GOSCH SAID that there have been at iei 
. 15 sightings of n in the Southwest United 
v." States since he idnaped, According to her, on * 
several occasions he has tried to identify himself to : 
mbers of the public. + 4 
-Last March, she sald, a boy believed to be Johnny 
ran up to a woman neer sms Shopping MEE 
„o a ray and said, "Please help me; I'ny, 
BS eae sni sad, “Plese tap me; uy 
‘The-woman reportedly sald that a man chased the 
boy, inned his arm behind him, and led him away. « — ( 
bo hroke away again; the man captured him $ 
Tos i ought it was a father disci- 


+." If another instance, according to Mrs. Gosch and 
.” private investigators, a boy edged up to some 
^ customers at a gas-slation truck stop and said 
something to the effect of "I'm Johnny Goseh" — . $ 
before a man retrieved him and took him away. y 
The thought that the boy is-still out there, being = 
heid captive by the man or men who apparently 
took him from his newspaper route, is sọ chilling H 
that reporters and law enforcement officials who 
usually try to Stay emotionally detached from their’ 
stories and cases find themselves dwelling on the 
details of this one, and trying to figure out what : 
"more they can do to help, = 


vs. ITIS EVERY: PARENT'S nightmare—the Iden of. 

* his or her child in desperate trouble, begging for id 
rescue, apparently being moved at will around the © * 
country to-avold detection, It makes one start 5 
thinking of wild, dramatic attempts at solution: If - 

` President Reagan could hold up Jobnny's picture at.” 
one of his live press conferences, so everyone in the 
country could be made aware of his situation; if 
every newspaper in the country could run his 
picture on Page One..... 


= ` The thoughts go on and on, Investigators say that , 
Johnny apparently is in the custody of two men and.’ 
3 “pretty much under wraps Johnny has had two |, £ 
birthdays since he was kidnaped; he is now 14, One., 
of the Kidnapers, according to investigators, may be. , 
. ^ middle-aged man with dark eyes, black halr and a 
mustache—the same man witnesses:have said they.. 
saw talking to Johnny in West Des Moines minutes 
- before he was taken. ` 


` In the meantime, all that the rest of us can do is 
continue ta keep our eyes open. Those of us in the 
newspaper business can gn Johnny's picture one 
more time, and hope It sticks in people's memories. 
And we can remember the words his mother says > _ 
she heard coming over the phone: 


"Just get me out of here, Mom. They've got me 
here, just get me out... .”* ies 


Smile - 
The trouble with 
having a tidy 
desk Is that if- y 
you can't find | 
Something, it - ^s. ` 
must have been 
“stolen. 
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Gosches assaii- 
FBI and Bell on 
‘Donahue’ show 


‘By FRANK SANTIAGO 
Revliter Statt Writer 
John and Noreen Gosch criticized 


authorities once again Wednesday for .. 


their handling of the search for 
Johnny Gosch, who has been missing 
for more than 18 months. 

“You ask jlaw enforcement agen- 
cies] to do something and you have to 
almost beg them for help, and that's a 
crime in itself as far as Pm con- 
cérned," John Gosch said. 

ppearing on '"Phe Phil Donahue 
Stow,” the Gosches, who hired priváte 
détectives to find their son, Johnny, 
shortly after he disappeared Sept. 5, 
1982, leveled their criticism at ‘the 
FBI and the telephone company. 

Discussing three brief, late-night 
phone calls she said she received Feb. 
22 from her son, Noreen Gosch said 
the phone company "verified they 
were long distance but told us that if 
they helped us they would have to help 
every other set of parents in the coun- 
try. We had to go through our con- 
gressman to get any action at all.” 
Chip Wittern ¢ 

She said the FBI “zoomed in” during 
the 38-hour kidnapping of Chip Wit- 
tern of West Des Moines about a year 
ago but reacted slowly in looking for 
her son, whe now would be 14. Wit- 
tern’s abductors demanded $200,000 
ransom, The ransom was paid, Wit- 
tern was released unhurt, and the cap- 
tors were arrested. The money was re- 
covered. a = 

No ransgm has been demanded for 
Johnny Gosch. 


"Thé FBI district agent for our area 
said to Tie and my husband; Well, 
Mrs. Gosch, that [Wittern] boy is 
worth more money than your son. We 
had to respond,” 

Added Noreen Gosch, “How would 
you feel if somebody satd that to you 
and your baby is out there?” 

Tn a statement Issued from FBI 
headquarters in Washington, D.C., a 
spokesman said: “Nothing that Mr. 
[Herbert H.] Hawkins, agent in charge, 

j told Mr. and Mrs. Gosch could even re- 
* motely be interpreted as Mrs. Gosch 
related on the Donahue program. 

“Please be assured that we are not 
Jusssttve to the anguish of the Gosch 

amily, and we have the greatest Te 
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pathy for them and for others in simi- 
lat circumstances, 

"However, our d et both 
cases, the Gosch and Wittern cases, 
was in full accord with the attorney 
general's guidelines and totally with- 
out regard 1o the wealth of the victim 
families." 

Baffled 

When Noreen Gosck complained 
last year that the FBI worked quickly 
on the Wittern case and slowly on her 
family's case, the FBI pointed out that 
a ransom was demanded within hours 
of Wittern’s disappearance. That de- 
mand, made in telephone calls to the 
Wittern family, told officiais immedi- 
ately that Wittern was kidnapped. But 
Johnny Gosch’s disappearance has 
baffled authorities, 

Jarby Blackmun, spokesman for 
Northwestern Bell in Des Moines, also 
defended the company’s handling of 
telephone calls to the Gosch residence. 

ight from the beginning, North- 
western Bell has cooperated fully with 
the authorities, and we continue to do 
sò and will continue with that policy in 
the future," he said. 


JOHN 
Goscu GOSCH 

Noreen Gosch said the phone calis 
she believes were from her son raised 
her'spirits. 

“But to come this close and have big 
business and the FBI say, 'Sorry we 
can't help you,’ that’s a tragedy. We 
have rights in this country and so does 
our son. I don't t believe in the system 
anymore." 

She said "there was a good deal of 
dialogue with Johnny" during the 
phone calis, and “he sounded as though 
he had something in his mouth or as if 
he had been beaten and his mouth was 
swollen .. . he was very thick tongued. 
It was difficult for him to enunciate.” 

She said there have been 15 “solid” 
sightings of ber son since his disap- 
pearance two blocks from home short- 
ly after hé left to deliver The Des 


NOREEN 


Thurs, Mar. 29, 1984. Æ THE DES MOINES REGISTER / 5M 


Moines Sunday Register. 

“There are foundations in this coun- 
try for almost everything, saving baby 
seals, whales, battleships, which are 
all fine. But there's nothing for the 
kids. And if somebody would have told 
me two years ago that I'd be selling 
buttons, that my son's life depended on 
it, 1 wouldn't believe it." 


The Gosches appeared with two oth- 
er coupies, including the Illinois par- 
ents of a 2-year-old who stepped out of 
their home last month and apparently 
was abducted, and an Indiana couple 
whose 11-year-old daughter was ab- 
ducted and slain in 1981 when she had 
gone jogging. 

Todd Bequette, son of Gerald and 
Bev Bequette of Carter Lake, also ap-" 
peared and told how he was abducted 
April 18, 1974, in Omaha. A private in- 
vestigator found him 18 months later 
in Washington state. 

“They said X went through therapy 

„and all of this,” Bequette said of the 
time after his recovéry. “I don’t re- 
member any of it because I was in se 
much shock." 

Bequette, 23, father of two ‘and liv- 
ing in the Southwest, said the abductor 
never was charged and has escaped 
from an Oklahoma prison. 
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FBEDenies Allegations” 


By David Thompson: 


World-Herald Statt Welter 


An allegation by the mother of a kid- 
napped West Des Moines boy that an 
FBI agent told her another abduction 
victim was found. quickly because he 
"js worth more money than your son" 
is not true, the FBI said Wednesday. 

Noreen Gosch, whose son was fast 
seen Sept. 8, 1982, in West Des Moines 
and still.is missing, made the allegation 


` inik taped segment of the Phil Donahue 


s] w that was broadcast Wednesday on 


; Kit V-Channel 7 in Omaha. 


he said that the “district agent” for 
Iowa, whom she did not name, told’her 
after another Des Moines-area youth 


‘ was kidnapped and.theri found by au- 


thorities: “Well, Mrs, Gosch, that boy is 
worth more money than your son, We. 
had to respond,” ` d 

She said the’ agent made thé 
statenient after Arttur "Chip" Witter. 
I, 17, the son of a wealthy Iowa 
family, was freed within 36 hours after 
he was kidnapped last April and his ab- 
ductorscáptured. > ' 

William M. Baker, an-assistant direc- 
tor of the FBI in Washington, D.C., said 
it wiks Mrs. Gosch and not.an FBI agent 


. wholsuggested that young Witten was 


foun because his family was wealthy. 
Beker said in a letter to Donahue that 
Mrs. Gosch's statement "provided a 


. was no-evidence of a-kidnapping within 


By Johnny Gosch Parents 


grossly distorted picture of, the treat- 
Ment ihe Gosches. réceived from Spe- ` 
jal Agent in Chafge of our-Omaha Di- ; 
vision, Herbert H. Hawkins Jr.” i 
“Our inquiry into this matter has es- - 


“tablished that-Mr. Hawkins made no 


such statement,” Baker said. in the-let- 
ter. 


A copy of Baker's letter was provided _ 
to The World-Herald, i 
Hawkins explainéd to the Gosckes i 
that the Gosch and Wittern Cases qif | 
fered and that the Wiifern youth wes j 
taken at gunpoint and a series of rga- 
som calls were made, one within E 
"hour after the abduction, Baker said. 
The Gosch. youth disappeared from 
his newspaper route and the FBI was 
hot notified of the disappearance until a 
day later, Baker said, Initially, there 


the FBI’s jurisdiction, Baker said. 
* John:Gosch, the father of thé victim; : 
said on. the Donahue show that his wife 


-threw a coffee cup at Hawkins after 


Hawkins allegedly made the "worth- : 
TMore-money” statement.. " 
Hawkins said Wednesday thay the 
statement. that Mrs. Gosch threw, the 
coffee cup "is totally untrue ... 1 cob 
ke cup. was never thrown in my direc- 
tion" t 
Hawkins declined further comment 

on the meeting. 
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word to, Noreen Gosch; - 


e of caücer when she was 21. 


Joseph, inside, 


E i find ‘him. 


“from Albert. Lea, Minn’, 
1975. Life ‘prospered. . 

‘Twa winters ago the famil; 
’ biling around’ the countiyside. 


ohnny was-aboutto graduat 
ridian Hills Junior High. Fè had 
“Planned to.énroll im 


ES MOINES — Adversity, is not a new 


they were looking forward fo.qnother summi 
’ boating. on neathy: Saylorville Ri four. ". 


7 2 

‘When she was 15 years old her father died afi 
ancer after a two-year battle. After getting over the 

eath, she married,-only-to-have her first. hushand | 

| 

1 


. . His death caime just a month after a tomado blew 
‘apart their mobile home near Davenport. with | 
Noreen and their. two children, Christine and} 
] ee H 


. Her youngest son, Johnny, disappeared Sept. 8, ; 
*c 1982; Now, she has undertaken’ 1: nátionwide Seatcb 


1 


er of 


4 


Date: 4/10/84 


Mrs. Gosch:-Fm a survivor ^ ^^ 
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"pafticipate „iñ school, plays, He "had dreams of, 


becoming an architect and that consumed bim that 


ubhouse, His father told. him to “design one, 
.Painstakingly, Johnny spent "hors with- finely 
sharpened pencils, finally -producing the scale ~] 
drawing’ of a’ huge -Aframe house. His father | 
laughed, then reduced the size to a-4-by-S-foot floor 
pian, Boe Bea ST ` 
Weekends carly that summer found father and 
12.yeór-old. son hammiering away in the back yard. 
Always: close, they became inseparable. In Jure the. 
tiro ‘of theny and Joseph. took off for a weeklong 1 
‘fishing expedition to ‘the Ozarks.: Ds 1 


hanging color, the Gosthes planned to launch their” 


ae 20M 
|. THAT LABOR DAY, before the leaves began | 
i 
boat at Saylorvilé, Johnny: would deliver his i 


; Sunday papers and it would be a pleasant affernoon. “| 


* rocking on the/caol waves beneath the hot sun. But.i 


Johnny never retuméd from his route. 


"Ehe day was spent searching the neighborhóod, ! 


] the countryside, anywhere Johnny míght have gone 


, oe been taken. u; i 
Noreen, convinced her son is still alive, said she, 

. wil} not stop searching until he is found. 

^. "lohn just says, When will this ever end, 


| kedp plugging away. s 0 7 


+ will we-det-Johüny: home? T get tired, too, sr ist | [BF 
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= : 
By Daye-Rasdal 5 
| TRAER — When ‘Nancy Reagan recently urged É 
1 sehoolehildren to send their pennies to berto help save > 
j panda bears in China, Noreen Gosch of West Des ' 
Moines felt nauseous. a. 
“Do you know what she said to me when Italked 
her about my son?" Mrs. Gosch told-abaut 350 people i 
Traer recently. "She said, ‘I really feel bad about you! 
son, but there's nothing I can do,’ 
“Now black and white goes with everything,” Mrs. 
Gosch added, sarcastically, "Pandas are cute, but not'in , 
place of our children.” 


Mrs. Gosch’s crusade to find her son Johnny has . 
tumed into a campaign to save other children, Five . 
nights a week, sometimes six, she and ‘husband, John, 
travel to a different community in Iowa. In more than 
200 towns for an hour and a half each, they have talk: 
about the disappearance of their son and.their efforts i 

| get legislation passed for quicker action on investigi- 

1 tions of missing children, They have shown a film thd 
encourages youngsters to avoid strangers and have ; 
demonstrated some of the most common lures used to. 
snatch’ children, 


“Enlighten them without frightening them,” Mrs. 
Gosch. said. "You'd much rather scare them a little than - 
to walk by their empty bedroom every day." 

"There are about 50,000 children abducted each year, 
she said. Only about.10 percent of them are found alive. " 
Another 10 percent are found dead and the other 80 . 
percent are never heard from again. i 

Mrs. Gosch constantly points out that the child is the. 
victim. But she doesn't hesitate to say the experience 
can literally destroy parents and families. About 96 
pereent of the ps of parents of abducted children 
end in divorce, And 76 percent of one or the other o£ the | ` 
parents commit suicide, she says. £ 2 BIS. EL LA A o 

"The meetings ali around the state and a grass-roots) 
effort with millions of telephone calls to legislators havel 
made people in the state more aware of what is going on} 

po" 


FB OOM 


Gazette photo by Dave Rasdaf 


` Noreeri Gosch and het husband make. and receive 30 to 50 phone calls. a day in their search for their į 
son and their campaign to heip keep other. children from disappearing. D 


and what car happen to their children. So instead she and John went with a grass-roots’ 

"When Mrs. Gosch first wanted to work for legislative campaign, making telephone calls and writing letters. 
backing, she was told it would take wining and dining of They rade an appeal. to Gov. Terry Branstad, who only i 
Yegislators to get the job done, - got interested months later, after a child was neay 
"To feed and water them and make sure they get abducted from a school his children attend, she seid. 
imough liquor to drink?" she asked, "That goes against “They will listen to what we want. They have t 
hy grain.” s a—.Ahey want to get elected,” she said. 


"The bill, which requires Jaw enforcement officials to 
bagirsestehes for missing children immediate! t 
get information out to other agencies as soon as 
possible, had passed the Senate earlier this day, it was 
on to Gov. Branstad, she said, where he is expected to 
sign it this week. The audience applauded the 
announcement, ` 

The film, titled “Better Safe Than Sorry — IL" telis 

^ children to beware of strangers and anyone they know 
who wants tó take their clothes off for no good reason. 
it instructs the children to say “no,” to “get away,” and 
to “tell someone” about any peculiar incident with an 
adult. ` 

The lures used by abductors include showing 
affection that parents neglect by putting their arm 
around the victim and giving them quarters at video 
game parlors or by buying older children six-packs of 
beer. Other lures include the abductor posing as a law 

fficer with official-looking badge and uniform, a 
request for directions where the child gets too close andy 
ithe abductor stuffs a gasoline-soaked cottonball into his i 
iouth and carries him away, or a person driving up in a 
car and saying they were sent to pick up the childj 
because the mother is sick. . 

Mrs. Gosch said the abduction and use of children is 
so sophisticated that men take photographs of potential 
victims at play and then compile them in a.catalog, right 
along with prices. People who want to purchase a 
certain child put in their orders, the child is abducted’ 
and then taken to the owner, who uses the child for 
enything from pornography to slavery, sometimes in 
foreign countries, 

“They are not the dirty little oid men on the corner 
with a bag of candy any more," Mrs, Gosch said. She 
emphasizes that her crusade will continue as long as 
necessary. 

Anyone wishing to contact the Gosches for an. 
appearance or to send them a donation can write to 
Help Find Johnny Gosch Inc. Box 65332, West Des 
Moines, Iowa 80265, or call (515) 244-91817——5 
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Gazetta photo by Dave Rasdal 
John and-Noreen Gosch of West Des. Moines celebrate the passage : 
of new legislation with a "Johnny Gosch Bill Passes" cake. The . " 2 » 
Gosches’ son, Johnny, background, has been missing for 19^ A 1955- Seb A Af 
months after he disappeared while starting his newspaper route. , t 
The legislation, scheduled to be signed this week by Gov. Terry ~ m 

«Grangjad, réquires law enforcement agencies to act immediately.an « | 
missing children reports, Ud 


FBI/DOJ 


By Dàve Rasdal 

Gazette staff writer 

WEST DES MOINES — When 
the sun came up Friday and shone 
through the bedroom windows of 
the two-story brick house, there was 
not a sound. 

“Ehe once familiar door slam, the 
yelp of a dachshund, the patter of 
féet on the concrete drive as John 
Gosch's son left home: to deliver 
newspapers are just memories. 

John Gosch turned. 40 this day, a 
point in life often filled with good- 
natured ribbing of being over the 
d replies that life is just 


dm 
'eginning; 
IM 
` If things were: — sonJohnny | 


^. Would have returned from the 
newspaper roüte, sheaked into his 
parents’ bedroom and jübbed hiş 
father with a probing finger. “Dad, ^ 
he would have said. “Dad, wake 


mo 


John Gosch would ‘have rolled 


over and come face-to-face with his 
grinning 14-year-old son. 

“Happy birthday; Dad,” Johnny 
would have said, presenting asmail, 
handa wrapped: gift purchased with 
monéy earned from the paper foute: 

“That's how the Gosches believe it 
would have been Friday. But it 
wasn’t. that way at all. è 

Johnny Gosch is gonè, having 
vanished 19 months ago while 
starting his route. His family be- 
Jieves he was kidnapped. Gretchen, 

^ the dog, is dead of a broken spine; 
having Tales a few weeks ago ffóni ™ 


- nearby Ecdnomic Laboratories, and: 


' office in the loft of their home and. 


( 


Special vapor | 


a Thediosches: ` 
erusade.hag turned inta an. . 
ffortio-saye other . 
children, págé 4A. 
^w Adversity filled Mrs. 
.'Gosch's life even betore. 
Her son's ssappearance, 
page 44. 
Last year, 518 . 
éhildren were reported: 
_missing in Cedar Rapids 
page 4A. 


& couch, Friday, the house: WRS "" 


with. loneliness, 

John and his wife, Noreen, e: 
braced for a moment and the 
wearily began the day. Noréen 
dressed for her job, as a secretary at 


left the house, John went to his 


shuffled-through lists.of farm: chemi 
cal customers. These jobs, once a” 
source of satisfaction, now: provide. 
necessary diversion, 

Always tightly knit, the Gosch: 
family i$ no longer whole. And; 
without Johnny if never can bel] 
again. 

Christine Gosch, 21, is away at! 
college and preparing for a summer: ! 

^" e Please turn to. 4A; Gosci ^ I 
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wedding. If her little brother can't 
be there ít will not be a typical 
celebration. Joseph Gosch, 19, also 
is attending college and misses 
having a younger brother to tease. 

The emptiness is evident when 
Noreen réturns home in mid-after- 
noon. As she polished the kitchen 
table for company Friday evening, 
the telephone rang. For half-an-hour 
she retold the stóry of her missing 
son. Outside; a neighbor boy rode 
his bicycle down the street and 
returned with two friends to play. 

On the hallway wall hung à 


| plaster of Paris of Johnny's kinder- 


garten handprint. Below it was a , 


decoupaged cutting board, 4 recipe 


for baking when little Johnny was © 


always ‘getting his hands in the 
bowl. On the floor were boxes and 
boxes of literature, “Help Find 
Johnny Gosch? emblazoned on the 
leaflets and newsletters. In the. 
garage were cartons of candy bars 
Being sold to raise money for the 
Séarch. effort. E 

The call was from “PTL,” a 
national television show, wanting to 
arrange an interview with the 
Gosches. for an upcoming series on 
missing children. . 

Then John came home from, 


Helping his-boss finish his basement. 


and laid an arrowhead on the table, 
Johhny would have been intrigued: 
py the item. 

* “How does it feel, John?" Noreeir 
asked, referring. to- her husband's 


; 40th. birthday.” 


"Fact is; Pve got a heádache," be 
replied, 

“That's how it is when you get 
old,” said Noreen, also 40. “That's 
what you told me on my birthday.” 

Noreen explained that Linda Otto: 
from Alan Landsburg Productions 


“called earlier. ih the day, The 


company had produced the televi- 
sion movie "Adam," about a missing 
boy, afd they wanted to do the 
Gosch story. Otto said the company 
would. put up enough money, what- 
ever It takes, to find Johnny if they 
could nave the rights to the story. A 
decision must be made by April 30. 

“ say go,” John said. 

“I wonld say so, too," Noreen 
replied. . 


TIME PASSED slowly as they 
t&iRed—cbout upcoming appoint- 


ments and requests for appearances, 


Ron Sampson, president of the , 


all having to do with their missing Help Find Johnny Gosch Fourida- 


-son, John announced he was hungry 
and left the house quietly: 

"You won't get much from him 
today,” Noreen said. "This has 
really ripped him apart. He loves all 
the children, but Johnny is. his only 
biological child. It, put him into a 
state of shock. You couldn't believe 
the pain. 

"Last year on his birthday John 
spent the whole day alone in the 
woods, séarching,” she said, her soft 
blue eyes watering, But she did not 
allow a tear to fail. > 

Noreen recalled last Mother's Day 
when she and John went to Quad 
City Downs for a benefit to raise 
motiey forthe search, She had worn 
dark glasses to hide the emotion she 
usually masks with a heartfelt 
afitagonismt toward law enforcement 
agencies she feels should have 


moved more quickly to find her son` 


when hë was first reported missing. 

John returned to the house with 
Kentucky Fried Chicken, coleslaw, 
inashed potatoes. and folls. Fast 
food is a typical supper now, with 
Noreen so busy she doesn't have 
time to cook. For a.few minutes the 
house was somehow peacefully 
quiet. d Š 
Then the telephone rang again. A 
representative ‘from Olan. Mills 
wanted to know if the Gosches 
would like to have a family portrait 
taken in. time for Christinas. 

"No, thaük you,” Noreen said. 
"We dón't need any pictures until 
we get our son, Johnny, back ». . 
Yes, we're the ones.” 

Hanging up, she was angry. "How 

could théy not know," $he said, 
“We're the only John Gosch in the 
book." 
. Again the phone rang. It was 
somé friends; they were coming 
over early for a meéting tonight. 
Soon the living room was crowded 
with volunteers seated on folding 
chairs that. have become permanent. 
fixtures. Plans for a benefit dance, 
and a fund-raising air show were 
discussed. Some people filtered to 
the kitchen for coffee, 

“We used to visit a lot back and 
forth,” recalled Marilyn McKnight, a 
longtime friend, "It used to bé so 
light and. Now it's this, 
that’s all that's on your mind," 


tion, echoed those sentiments. 


"| don’t think people feel John | 
and Noreen can have a private life. | 


We try to treat them like normal 


people, I hope that's what we're | 


doing,” he said, referring to snow- 
mobile outings taken last winter. 
One time everyone-got a chuckle out 
of Noreen falling harmlessly from a 
snowmobile, 

"It makes you feel good that you 
made them laugh, that they can 
forget it for a little while,” Rom said. 


THE MEETING broke up pnd 
people gathered around the télpvi- 
sion to watch a recording of Jphn 
and Noreen on the “Phil Dondhue 
Show” (fo he aired on KGAN, 
Channel 2, Wednesday at 8 a.m). 
They have appeared on numerous 
national programs-to promote inter- 
est in finding missing children. 

Again the telephone rang. a 


psychié from Carada said Johnny | 


was in a maroon van being driven 
out of Texas by a man named Bret, 
or Brent, This was one of more than 
200 psychics who haye contacted 


the Gosches at one time or another, | 


Every lead, every telephone call, 
Tias to.be checked. Johnny could call 
again, like he did in March, Or 
someone could report another sight- 
ing of Johnny; there have been 15 so 
far, 

THE HOUSE began to empty as 
ll p.m. approached, Noreen 
checked her schéduie of nightly 
meetings around the state. “Tve got 
Wednesday off, she exclaimed? 
“Whati! you do?" someone aske: 
“Probably my nails,” she said, 
smiling for an instant, knowing th& 
the wear and tear of the hunt for her 
son is no-éxcuse for not maintaining 
an attractive appearance. 

Soon the front door closed as the 

. Jast friends left. But the porch light 
stayed on all night, like it has sinc 
Johüny disappeàréd." 

Noreen and John Gosch, ex- 
bausted, walked slowly wp the 
stairway past the bedroom still 
preserved as it was when Johnny 
was home, 

bad m Gosch had turned 
another day. older, another..year 
older. And it was Mieter day, 
another year, without his son, 


ae 
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Gosches Ask FBI to Drop: Search, 


Saying Agency Has 'Bungled It 


eee. ies (A) = The mather, ot ^ Nebraska; mer En eae 
t carier Johnn "request until being told-of it-by a re 7 "Mrs, Gosch charged that the FBI ha: 

bash ps Asked the FBI Fri- porter. But he said as far as he is com beer slow to pursue leads in ber son's 
day to end its seston into his 20°. 4 cemed, the investigation will continue, 


month long disappearance. — . “We have a missing child, the cir : 
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Mrs.: Gogch said-a private agency fa 


Chicago is working on the case. 
‘Totally Untrue 
“They ‘have’ been .very, ve: ^s 
ishe eh “They have us ten 
times more than any other police 
agency in the country.” 


I ‘Hawkins denied -Mrs.: Gosch's claim 
[ieee ee come 
Jowing up leads, 
i That's «totally untrue,” “he- said 
“We've worked as fast as we possibi: 
jean Inske the “environmental Ji 
tations: =» that is, the"; ability of i 
fores t to produce what we're asking 
for, 


i. 

3 sasoie of theke leds takë tine =j 

[they don’t: fust- dccur within 

{That's Just the cold, hard fact of it 

feat aoe acknowledged ft has been a 
t'-process -obtaining phone reco: 

that Fay shed some ight on three calle 

Mrs.: Gosch said she received Feb. 2 

from someone she believes was her 

She has asked the FBI to obtain reco: 

of all long-distance phone calls madein 

ithe aod around that date, Hawklas 


issd. 
TAI we can dois ask the phone cà e 
to make certain requests," 
Et Mad (American Telephones 
decides request! 
s not attainable because of physical 
Stations, then there's nothing we 
Go about it, We cannot order any cot 
See aL de Wat ve 
want them to do, 


“Threatened, 
“The FBI has worked Very mm 
ma case from its inception," 


“J can understand the frustrations of, 
Be P everything = oo eee e 
g possible from 
Boer Jocate that chid”. - f 
rs. Gosch also said that a stran 
mesiy came To het door and a 
t e conti appearances. 
cn she has gained national pedi 
'help'in locating her son 
ttacking law: enforcement offici 
ihe would be killed 
eras Karen Silkwood^ | 
Ms. Sitkwood, à worker i 


iwith her report of a death threat, 
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Truckers helping in Goschsearch ||. 
| DES MOINES (AP) — The search for missing West Des Moines newspaper 
et Johnny Gosch is getting a boost from trucking companies and trucking 
journals. j 
«in its May publication, “CRST Dispatch,” CRST Inc, of Cedar Rapids has | 
appealed to its 1,100 readers, many of them company drivers, to look for the ! 
“youngster and “end this family's nightmare.” : 
I “CRST employees are in a unique position to help in this type of case” i 
‘because they are spread across the mation, said Ruth Kinzey, CRST ' 
spokeswoman. . 
: And “Heavy Duty Trucking," a trade journal printed in Newport Beach, 
Calif., said it would print a picture of Gosch and tell of his disappearance in 
its June edition. The Iowa Motor Truck Association, based in Des Moines, will 
;reprint the article in its weekly publication. 4 
i Also, the Washington, -D.C-based "American Truck Association" will 
ifeature a story ábout the youngster in its weekley magazine. Mom d 
_ |. Gesch disappeared Sept: 5,1982, a few blocks from his home as he prepared .| — 
the Des Moines Sunday Register. 5 ^ 7 s 
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After 2 years, Gosches: 
continue their struggle 


a By FRANK SANTIAGO 1. 
Register Stet 

Two years, $100,000 and tons of 
chocolate candy bars later, John and 
Noreen Gosch continue searching for 
their son, a boy whose name is known 
to thousands, 

: What happened to Johnny Gosch on 
Sept. 5, 1982, after he left the bouse 
with his wagon and small dog, Gretch- 
en, to deliver the Des Moines Sunday 
Register and didn’t rotura? Nobody 
knows — still: |. "4 

It's the unknown that's unbearable, 
sald John Gosch. But he and his wife, 
Noreen, continue to belleve that 
Johnny, now 14, Is alive, and they say 
a seas for rmm cdd 
end: o 
ee 


can't move,” John Gosch said, sit! 

«in the living room of the family’s We 
Des Moines home. ~a: o, , 

.' Across the room on a coach where 
shadows begin to stretch In the late af- 
ternoon sun, Noreen Gosch added, “If 
and when we find bim, we can Jook 
hiên sue fn te eze and say ye did 

everything possible to find you.” 

i And they bave done tt all. . 

‘They have papered the nation with 

- thousands of posters, appeared on all 

“major television networks more {hag 
pace, spoken before congressional 
“committees to warn of child abduc-, 
i tions and pushed for state legislation 
' that now requires police departments 


‘They have sent (at a cost of $3,000) 
their Chicago-based private detec- 
tives as far away as Texas to follow a 
lead, sold more than 80,000 candy 


Search goes on 


Gene Martin was reported sighted in 
New Mexico Saturday, bot police here 


were skeptical, and the boy’s mother A 
tecitaiiy "expressed her fear tbe Ast 
search was stalling. STORY: Page 1B. Please turn to Page 10A 


to move quickly on suspected abduc- 
tions. ` 
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There's no room 
for self pity, 
Gosches say 


IGO 
Continued from Page One 


bars, borrowed on their life insurance 
policies, held garage sales and warmed 
of abductions in speeches in gymnast- 
ums and town halls dotted across 
lowa., 

Noreen Gosch carries a pager that 
keeps her & phone call away from an^ 
answering service, Her speaking en- 
gagements, some of them out of state, 
are booked solid until next spring. The 
Gosches have been approached by 
authors and at least two movie com- 
panies to tell their story but there 
bave been no agreements. Noreen 
Gosch said there haso’t been time to 
give them serious thought. 

ey continue to work at full-time 
jobs. He is district sales manager for 
Amprican Cyanamid Co., she is office 
manager for Economics Lab Inc. in 
West Des Moines, 

They have takea on the American 
"Telephone & Telegraph Co. (for not 
helping trace brief phone calls they 
say came from their son who was ap- 
pealing for help Feb. 22), the FBI (for 
purportedly moving slowly in the in- 
vestigation}, and the president of the 
United States (for failing to respond to 
their letters), * 

Their assaults on officialdom -= 
given widespread media coverage, it- 
cluding the Phi! Donahue Show.in 
March — havé angered more than a 
few people, After listening to a lecture 
by Noreen Goscb, a man rose to ac- 

-cuse her of not haviag a son and said 
1 the fabrication was to gain attention, 
Without a Trace ' 

But there are the compliments and 
the awe that surround the couple’s 
ability to stay with It, At a Farmers" 
Unity Coalition meeting called recent- 
ly ina western Iowa town to find ways 
of boosting the farm economy and mo- 
rale, & particlpant told the group: 
“What we necd is a Noreen Gosch.”” 

Their search gained new impetus 
last Sunday whep another newsboy, 
Eugene Martin, 13, disappeared while 
deliverisg"tte Des Moines Sunday 


Noreen Gosch with the farolilar pieti 


Register in 2 south-side Des Moines 
neighborhood, some seven miles from 
where Johnny was last seen. There 
was no trace of Gene, just as there was 
n0 trace of Johnny. The Gosches 
shared the Martins’ grief; they knew 
the emotion as few others can. 

‘The FBI, state and local police, slow 
to combine forces and focus on the 
Gosch case, jumped la. 

‘The uncanny similarities of the two 
apparent kidnappings suggest they 
are connected, but investigators say 2 
link hasn't been established. 

"There bave been few, if any, clues. 
Tt was as if the youngsters vanished 
into thin air, 

With Martin missing, the search for 
both boys hts now intensified. There 
Was a promise of help last week from 
President Ronald Reagan, who 
phoned The Register to express his 
regrets 2nd to say he was appalled. 

It it hadn't been for Johnny's disap- 
pearance, Noreen Gosch said, “police 


' , would not have responded the way 


they have" in the Martin case. “It 
would bave just been another missing 
kid,” she sald. 
But are the two cases linked? "It's 
bard to say," John Gosch said. 
“The slickness is so smooth. It's as if 
ihe individual knew what he was do- 
ng." i 
Angered by the West Des Moines 
Police Department's handling of their 
1case, the Gosches say they've bad to 
‘fight for any help they got. - = 
"We got a call from a man about 


E Lis 
Me EE 


ere of Johnny. 


three weeks ago in Texas who worked 
in a motel and be said be saw a man 
come tn with a boy who fit tbe descrip- 
tion of Johnny," Noreen said. The njo- 
tel operator had one of the Johnny 
Gosch posters hanging in his office." 

“He called the FBI, Bat in two hours 
nothing happened so Ze called us.” 
Their phone nvrober was on the post- 
er. 

"We didn’t know what to do. This 
could be Johnny so we decided to send 
the private investigator.” 

‘The trip cost $3,000 and yielded 
nothing. While there were resem: 
blances, the youngster wasn't Jobony. 

“The Martias are very nice peopie,” 
said Noreen Gosch. “They locked like, 
they were about to go over the edge 
when we walked in to see them. When 
50 lock at their faces you know what. 
ee feeling. It helped both of us, T 

M3 " 


Bedroom the Same 

Jobony’s bedroom remains the 
same as it was the day be disappeared. 
The Help Find Johnny Gosch Commit- 
tee, made up of about 20 volunteers, 
continues to meet bi-weekly to plan 
fund-raising events and abduction 
awarentss programs. o, = rarene ` 

Two years of searching have 


ate P 
John Gosch: "I believed in the system. 


stralned the marriage. Said John 
Gosch; "It's been tough on everybody. 
But we haven't turned to drugs or any- 
thing like that.” 
“Of his wife he said: “I have never 
. Seen a stronger individual that wili not 
take no for an answer whea the cause 
is for the right reason.” 

She said of her busband: "Í have 
seen & deepness of compassion and 
sensitivity that doesn't come out of 
many people.” 

„Believed in the System t 

Added John Gosch, “I believed in 
the system. I knew it worked but No- 

» reen told me to watch it and I thought 
she wasn't telling the truth. I see what 
__she means.” 


REGISTER FHOT 
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They say they have no choice but to 
continue. 

"There's no room for pity and ask, 
“Why us?’” she said, “That’s self-serv- 
ing. If we. didn’t continue, who 
would?” c 

There have been moments of com- 
fort. 

After a speaking engagement In 
which she told the audience that with 
her two older children gone, there 
were no children living at home, No- 


' reen Gosch was approached by a boy. 


“He pushed his way through the 
crowd and said, ‘H your kids don't live 
at home I'll bet there isn’t anybody to 
give you hugs'” 

. "With that she wept, 


v 


" 


«350 (Rev. §-8-81) 


NN 


(Mount Chpping m Space Below) 


Investigators offer views 


on-isappearanoes 


By FRANK SANTIAGO and TOM ALEX 


Restor Stat Wrhers. 
'wo investigators who help find 
mising children say the mystery pé 


or persons involved in the disap” 
pearances of two Des Moines-area 
newspaper Carriers is likely from the 
community and may have been known 
to the youngsters. Re 
» "My guess is,” said Dennis G, Whe- 
lan, a private detective from Omaha, 
“that these kids were staked out and 
put under surveillance. The person 
who did it knew them and J think it'sa 
persos within the community.” 
, Jay Howell, executive director of 
the Center on Missing and Exploited 
Jjildren in Washington, D.C., said, "1 
dqo't think it's a transient. 
"To me, the cases suggest more df a 
an," Howell said. "It's a lot 
Spontaneous than the public situati: 
at carnivals and shopping centers” 
where children bave been abducted. 
The observations were made in 
recent telephone interviews as local 
investigators continued to hunt for in- 
formation about Eugene Wade Mar- 
tin, 14, of Des Moines, who disap- 
peared Aug. 12, and Jobnny Gosch, 
also 14, of West Des Moines, who has 
been gone since Sept: $, 1982, Both 
vanished without a trace while deliv- 
ering the Des Moines Sunday Register, 
Altbough there are many similarities, 
the two cases haven't been linked by 
the authorities. 1 
Investigators have considered is 


local person may be involved but, 
police bave said, Ít is only one of a 
number of possibilities. They have 
been unable to say which Scenario is 
more plausible than the otbér because 
of the utter lack of information, 

: Herbert Hawkins, FB} agentin 
charge of the regional office in Oma. 
ha, reiterated, “We st! want that one 
clue that would 
track,” UO tia. Cm 
a’ new, leads were reported Tues- 

ay. 


pot us on the right 


+: Whelan, who had been hired by Nov 
reen and John Gosch to find their sen 


but is no longer employed by them, 
said, "The zrea where Johnny was 
taken from [Forty-third Street and 
t Marcourt Lane In West Des Moines] is 
off the beaten track, It's not an area 
where you just go to if you're new in 
town, 

“I think the kids might have some- 

here along the line known the indi- 

dual who spoke to them,” he said. 

There is a possibility, he said, that 
the apparent kidnapper was disguised, 
and the youngsters believed he wada 
policeman or a representative of 
newspaper. 

Howell said that in his six years of 
studying missing children, including 
three years with a U.S. Senate sub- 
committee that investigated the prob- 
lem, the disappearances here appear 
to be the first of a kind. 

Meanwhile, singer Wayne Newton, 
who performed at the Iowa State Fair 
Jast week, contributed $5,000 to a re- 
ward fend for information leading to 
the recovery of the newspaper cari. 
ers. The money and $1,000 pledges 
each from Stroh Corp. and Teamsters 
Local 87, boosted the fund's total to 

76,500 Tuesday. 

A spokesman for the Las Vegas en- 
lertainer said Newton had been jog- 
ing when he saw several posters of 

e missing youngsters. 

“He read about it and he was sad- 
dened,” the spokesman said. “I 
wanted to do something and to encoud- 
age other performers at the fair t 
match his pledge.” 

FBI agents bave been at The Des 
Moines Register examining employee 
Hles. to determine who bad contact 
with the newspaper's circulation de- 
partment or who worked as carriers 
during the past two years, according 
to Barbara Mack, general counsel, 
Mack said there “was no targeting,” 
that the agents were simply looking 
for. names that may have come up 
glsewhere in the investigations” ^ + 
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5 TEST Ut Moa xd 
"Scott Cióüse of Des Moines prepares a truck for departure at the Crouse Cart^ 
agé Co. Positrs otferlog a reward for information about missing newspaper 
Cafflers Eugene Mattia and Jobsny Gosch were posted on the company's 

Picks, which travel throughout the United States, Canada and Mexiez———7 
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~ Council may add to 
Martin-Gosch fund: 


By FRANK SANTIAGO and TOM ALEX l 
Redier Se Writers ` 

Councilman Archie Brooks will ask 
the Des Moines City Council Monday 
to add $25,000 to a reward fund seek- 
ing information on the whereabouts of 

missing newsboys Eugene Martin and 
Johnny Gosch. 

Io a letter Brooks mailed to the oth- 
ver six council members, he sought 
‘their support fn asking City Manager 
"Richard Wilkey to find the money ín 
“the budget, presumably the general 
fond. 


7 "Its hard to put it in words but the 


„Every person is. angry and burt,” 
, Brooks said, “I feel government must 
"preserve the well-being of its citizenry 
‘and what bas happened justifies using 
e money," 
; [Brooks said he was uncertain if the 
lunci) would go along with his idea at 
“Ith regular meeting but, according to 
„City Attorney Philip Riley, the city 
"has offered reward money before. H t li 
;However, Riley coulda't recall when H 
.or bow much. ot line; 
* “Rewards are an ancient and honorable method to bring 
people to justice,” Riley said, 

A $25,000 contribution, which would match the $25,000 
‘pledge made by the Des Moines Register and Tribune Com- 
pany earlier, would boost the total reward money to well 
«ever $200,000. 

“ By Wednesday, $84,000 had been pledged. Latest pledges 
received were $5,000 from the Northwestern Bel! Tele- 
. phone Co., $1,000 from the Iowan Magazine, $500 from the 
‘employees of Stew Hansen's Dodge City in Des Moines and 
$1,000 from the Home Builders’ Association of Greater 
Moines. 
Aniong other contributions Tuesday was $1,000 from 


‘Teamsters Local 387 of Des Moines; 
"The reward is for information leading to the recovery g 
either ‘Mortin, 14, of Des Moines, who disappeared Au; 2, 


or Gosch who was 12 when he vanished Sept. x 


Eugene Martin , 


aue] 


— , 
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West Des Moines. Both were deliver- 
ing the Des Moines Sunday Register In 
residential areas about seven mites 
apart. 

Bes Moines Police Department 
spokesman Sgt. William Mullins said 
it was difficult to say i£ the swelling 
reward fund was attracting informa- 


tion. 
“Ia the past 24 hours,” he said, 
“we've gotten only 20 calls on the hot 
246-9988). That's well below the 
bondreds of calls we were getting in 
je first few days." 

.[But, added Mullins, “We're thankful 
for the interest and we're hopeful that 
it will provide that one bit of informa- 
tion we need.” 

The disappearances continue to 

baffle investigators. n 

Mollins said most callers have m 


reporting “sightings” which are diffi 
cult to trace and many of which kavi 
deen suspicious. N 
Callers bave said they saw Martin 
selling tomatoes at a roadside standin 
neighboring state, Martin and Gosch riding an Amtrak 
tain between Chicago and New York, and Martin in a 
laryland shopping center, 

Despite the lagging hot line calls, efforts on behalf of the 
two missing boys appeared to be gaining momentum. , 

Hundreds of thousands of posters have been distributed 
throughout the community and well into the state and 
beyond, One Des Moines resident who recently went Into a 
bathhouse near a Wisconsin lake said she saw a poster 
pinned to the wall, 

Anderson Erickson Dairy bas announced it plans to re- 
produce the posters on contalners of its dairy products. 
Thousands of the posters, translated into Spanish, are to be 
sent by The Register to newspapers in Mexico urging the 
pudlishers to run the posters as a public service. Posters 
already have been distributed to newspapers tbrouehout 
the Uuated States with a similar plea. i i 
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Auetüer child has been snatched 
from our streets. 

Why? We have just suffered through 
the moral phases of Miss America and 
her need Lo pose for smutty photos. 
The public broke its pious neck to get a 
glimpse of the nudity and naughty sug- 
gestiens. 

Why? Each time a group condemns 
the outrageous filth so prevalent 
throughout the land, another group 
prepares itself to fight for its exis- 
tence. 

Cruelty has become a way of life but 
until it is personally dumped on our 
doorstep we pay little heed, > 

Why? We are obsessed with seg? 
Nothing pinpoints its vulgarities a1 
sadist pleasure more than the porno 
material. We condemn the fortune 
hunters as sickos. But what about the 
nice people who plunk down $5 to view 
the siekos' work? 

Our children have become victims 
of untold horrors for the explicit pur- 
pose of bringing joy to those who re- 
ceive their monthly publication of 
filth. We tell ourselves that it is harm- 
less; we are good people who would 
never practice those acts We would 
never inflict pain or sexual abuse upon 
an animal or child. [But] there are 

Some who would. What tips the bal- 
ance? 


Society 


The moral issue is not with those 
who would line their pockets with the 
misery of others. Their kind has 
always been with us. The moral issue 
is with those of us who feel no shame 
that our need for the unusual has 
blinded us to its warping effects and 
consequences. 

I firmly believe that decent peopie 
must stop buying and viewing these 
publications. Demand keeps the 
presses running. The lack of it holds 
promise of giving us a safer and more 
sane society. — Irish Cowell, 913 S. 
Fairmont, Sioux City. 

E 


€ am a 34-year-old Negro mother 
with two sons, one 15 years old, on 
2 years old. We live on the welfare sys- 
tem. But J could not live one day with: 
out either of my sons. B 

1 personally hurt inside for the 
Gosch and Martis families, Every day 
and night 1 will pray that their sons 
are found. I want them to know that 
God is love, and keep faith. Although 
at this time the tunnel looks dark, 
someday, I hope soon, there will be 
light. And they will see their sons. 

As a parent, I raise my 15-year-old 
to believe that the world 1s a good and 
just place. Now it makes you wonder if 
itis still good and safe. You could nev- 
er have told me when I was 15 years 
old that people are like they are now. 
ny just don’t care for one anot}i- 
ere are so many wicked, per- 
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Police officers are subjected dai- 
ly to our society’s most unsavory 
individuals. After prolonged expo- 
sure, an officer's perspective can 
beeome warped. In the last two 
weeks, my own perception of peo- 
ple has been rejuvenated in a very 
positive sense. 

Our community’s response to the 
Eugene Martin case has been re- 
markable. I have worked with the 
search parties since the initial re- 
port, and am amazed daily at the 
number and dedication of our vol- 
unteer help. They have scrutinized 
much of the metropolitan area’s 
most rugged terrain, endured myr- 
iad insect bites as well as infectious 
weeds, and still they keep coming 
back. 

The ranks of our volunteers have 
represented nearly all sectors of 
Society, including students, general 
[on mechanics, management 


personnel, politicians, lawyers, 
school teachers and a Catholic 
bishop. This altruistic spirit even 
goes beyond our city limits; the 
Fort Dodge Civil Patrol has been 
invaluable, and the F'orest City 
Police Department also deserves 
recognition, Concern for another's 
ions ia universal, 

1t ia gratifying ta know thal peo- 
ple do sii!l core, aud will help their 
fellow man. Thank you for restor- 
ing my faith in people, and I ap- 
plaud your spirit, — Michael Nehr- 
ing, Des Moines Police Depart- 
ment, Hasi First and Court, Des 
Moines. 


verted people. So many religious cults. 
So much hatred for each other. So 
much pornography involving children, 

But when you sink so low as dogs 
and steal children, something is 
wrong These children were trying to 
become responsible and selt-support- 


è 


ing young adults. ... = . 

T am going to watch my children 
and pray for everyone else's, — Caro- 
lyn Keown, 826 Oakridge Drive, Bldg. 
229, Apt. 46, Des Moines. 

* 


It’s so sad to read that another 
young boy has disappeared in a way 
almost identical to the circumstances 
of Johnny Gosch. We can only pray 
that they both shall be found and that 
their parents receive spiritual 
strength from all the prayers that are 
being said for them... . 

This is one sick country. Our morals 
and spiritual values are practically 
non-existent. i 

When are tougher laws going to be 
made for the crime of child molest- 
ing?... — Larry Riley, 2021 Second 
St., Perry. 

e 

JA recent article said] you were con- 
templating delivering the newspapers 
directly to each carrier's home, and 
also a later delivery time on Sundays. 

I would gladly wait on my morning 
paper if I thought it might save one 
child from the terror Eugene and 
Johnny have experienced. — Mrs. 
DeAnna Hofert, 2818 E. TwenLy-sev- 
enth St., Des Moines. 


® 

Tf at all possible, the kidnapping of a 
third young person who delivers The 
Register must be prevented. In hopes 
ihat others will be moved to submit 
more and better suggestions on how to 
do this, I submit the following: 

First, Des Moines-area city counciis 
could pass ordinances stating that no 
young person can deliver papers in 
early morning hours unless accompa- 
nied by an adult or a big dog. 

Second, since some individuals have 
little time to read The Register before 
they leave for work, they could have 
their paper delivered at home by 
young persons in after-school hours. 
Perhaps The Register could charge 
slightly less if customers choose this 
option. 

Third, those who desire horae deliv- 
ery of papers in the early morni 
hours could pay slightly more for thi 
service, Such deliveries could be dons 
by adults in the same fashion that 
postal workers deliver the mail. — 
Ted Anderson, 1404 E. Walnat, Apt. 
309, Des Moines. 


e 

I don’t know how the newspaper 
gets by with child labor. 

Adults are looking for jobs. There 
should be adults delivering newspa- 
pers. 

Let's learn from this 12-year-old 
disappearing while he was out deliver- 
ing papers — he should have been 
home in bed... . — Mariasne-Sanders, 
Rt. 2, Scranton, 
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Several days after 14-year-old Eugene Martin 
vanished, Donald and Sue Martin, Eugene’s father 
and stepmother, found themselves in a yellow and ] 
black sedan, riding with a stranger down the narrow 
road through a rura) Polk County graveyard, 

The Martins were with a middle-aged, husky man 
who identified himself only as "Bernie." He had 
come to the door saying his psychic powers would 
lead the Martins to the graves of Eugene, Johnny 
Gosch, and three other young men. 

Bernie drove southeastward from the Martins" 
home at a maddeningly slow speed. Occasionatly he 
pulled off the street and rubbed his eyes as though in 
deep concentration, The Martins became increas- 
ingly edgy as Bernie seemed to put himself in the 
place of Eugene, and then, as Eugene lapsed into un- 

nsciousness, in the place of the boy's abductor. 

A week earlier, the Martins could in no way have 
imagined such a bizarre ride. Married only four 
nyonths, they and the children that each brought tb 
the newly formed household were busy adjusting to 
one another. Their main worry was that Donald was 
out of work and money was scarce. 

Now, Eugene had vanished from a street corner 
on Des Móines' south side in a haunting rerun of the 
disappearance of Johnny Gosch from a West Des 
Moines street corfer nearly two years earlier. And 
the Martins’ lives were cast upon an odyssey of 
grief, horror, faint hopes and crushing despair — an 
all-too-familiar journey for two other iowa families, 
those of the Gosch boy and of Corinne Perry of Cros- 
ton. 

Within hours of Eugene's disappearance, the Mar- 
tins were under ihe magnifying lenses of detectives 
and reporters. Within days, they had learned of the 
slimy underworld of child pornography and prosti- 
tution. Within two weeks, they had seen the story of 
Exgone’s. disappearance fade away under ie deud 
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wright of new no leads, no new information. 

onald and Sue Martin, and Eugene's mother, 
Janice Martin, were the people most directly affect- 
ed by Eugene’s disappearance on Aug. 12 as he pre- 
pared to deliver the Des Moines Sunday Register to 
his 58 customers in a middle-class south side neigh- 
borhood. 

But hundreds of other lives were touched, too. An 
army of volunteers plastered the nation with 
“missing person" posters, searched woods and corn 
fields, and did whatever else they could to solve the 
mystery of Eugene Martin's disappearance. Atten- 
tion was focused anew on the Gosch and Perry f: ami- 
lies and wounds that had never closed. Parents 
found fresh concerns for their own children. 

This story is about people cast into unfamiliar 
rges by the disappearances of three young people. It. 
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is about fear, hope dnd anger, ahd 
most of all about the unbearable sus- 
pense of three mysteries that have 
eluded a conclusion, one for two years, 
one for 17 months, and one for three 
agonizing weeks, 
o 

Almost four hours went by before 
"Bernie," the psychic, had made his 
way with Don and Sue Martin to Avon 
Cemetery southeast of the Des Moines 
city limits — a trip of no more than six 
miles from the Martins' house at 1905 
Frazier Ave. Inside the cemetery, 
Bernie said it had grown too dark to 
find the graves, By then, the Martins 
were frightened and only too happy to 
call off the whole thing. 

"Not too many people scare me, but 


jhe had my skin erawling," Donald 


Martin said later. 

The Martins, a friend and a police- 
man went back the next day to seach 
the cemetery. They found nothing dnd 
they heard no more from Bernie. 

ri i 


Dec, 18-21, 1983: “God, how appall- 
ing to have to sell a piece of chocolate 
to find our boy. ... Christie and Tam- 
my are working Locust Street Mall 
selling candy. A lady walks up to 
Christie, spits on her and says, 'I 
wouldn't help your mother find that 
kid if it was the last thing I ever did.’ 
Our daughter fell completely apart. 
That will be the last time any of our 
Children will participate in any 
fund-raiser,” 

Noreen Gosch, whose son Johnny 
vanished Sept. 5, 1982, while on his 
Des Moines Sunday Register route in 
West Des Moines, wzote those words 
in her diary. 

o 

Janice Martin sits in her darkened 
apartment by a telephone, brown vial 
of tranquilizers by her elbow and a cup 
of coffee in her hand. 

“I drink three or four pots a day," 
she says in a thin, brittle voice. “It 
doesn’t bother me; irecause I take my 
pills." 


Since her son, Eugene, vanished 
,three-veeks ago, her life has been re- 
duced to waiting by the phone arid oc- 
casionally searching fields and ditches 
with teams of volunteers. “They let 
me go sometimes. But I was told that I 
shouldn't really come along, because 
if I was with them and they found 
something. ... 

“First you get scared, then hurt, 
then angry, then you blow a fuse, then 
you start all over again,” she says. 
"My mind isn't there. I'm in and out.” 

Unti! Eugene vanished, she worked 
part-time, supporting three children, 

“I'm a bartender. A lot of people 
say, ‘Yup! See?’ when they hear that,” 
she says, describing the telephoned ac- 
cusations that she had failed as|a 
mother, “It isn’t true, but it still hurts. 
Pve had six or seven calls saying 
things like, 'If Gene had been home 
where he belongs, he'd be there today,’ 
I didn't know how many strange peo- 
ple there were," 

Martin recalls the Sunday Eugene 
disappeared. For her, the night before 
had been a late one at the Sunrise Tap, 
a fixture at East Forty-second Street 
and Easton Boulevard for as long as 
anyone can remember. She'd had to 
close the bar and did not get to sleep 
until 3 a.rn. 

Four hours later, the phone jangled 
her awake. It was her sister-in-law, 
Linda Martin, telling her Eugene had 
vanished while on his paper route, He 
had been staying at the south| side 
home of his father, Don Martin, whom 
Martin had divorced two years before. 

“Tt took a couple of seconds for it to 
connect," Martin says. "I knew he 
didn't run away. I talked to him that 
Tuesday. His birthday was coming up, 
and he told me he wanted a ghetto 
blaster like his brother’s.” 

As the investigation ground into its 
third week, Martin says, "Everyone 
has their theories, but no cold, hard 
facts. I guess you could say there is no 
trace. I wonder where he is at, what he 
is doing, whether he is asting tor'me 
and his dad.” 


è 
dn't run away 


Two of Martin's uncles from Saylor- 
‘~vitle-Roger Blanchard and Roh Walk- 
er, drop by to check on Martin. They 
have been searching for Gene, sweat- 
ing through weeds for hours, and they 
are bushed. 

Walker, a likeable galumph of a 
man, plops onto a sofa. "Yup, every 
year the kooks come out of the wood- 
work, and them paperboys are easy 
targets that early in the morning.” 

At the Sunrise Tap, a Tupperware 
box full of collected money sits on the 
bar. A note taped to it reads: “Janie 
— You have our Prayers also our Love 
and Most of ail our support. Vo| 
friends at Sunrise." : 

Everyone there is fiercely protec- 
tive of Martin. Between serving Bud- 
weisers, owner Darlene McElwee 
shook her head: "It's awful hard to lose 
a child, But to lose one with no finality 
to it is something else. People go down 
the street looking both ways now. 
Johnny Gosch upset them. This one 
made them aware,” 

To a reporter, one bar patron says: 
de Don't write anything to hurt her, 

d" 


r 


o 
More than 400 people sit in the sod. 
cious sanctuary of the First Assembi; 
of God Church on Merle Hay Road in 
Des Moines for a terror-filled, two- 
"hour-and-20-minute program on 
sexual abuse and murder of children. 
One speaker, Bob Currie, had three 
children who were among many stu- 
dents allegedly molested by the 
owners and staff of the Virginia 
McMartin Pre-School in Manhattan 
Beach, Calif., a Los Angeles suburb. 
Currie teils of watching a videotape 
in which a psychologist interviews 
Currie's son, now 8 years old, about 
m the boy's experiences at the schoulz At. 


Eugene Martin 
Leads nave dwindled 


Corinne Perry 
Iñäsappeured in Creston 
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the end of the interview, the child 
vents nisrage by thrashing the pup- 
pets the psychologist has used as go- 
betweens for the questions and 
answers, 

“Tt looked like an Alfred Hitchcock 
movie” -- one in which his own son 
was the featured actor, Currie tells 
the crowd. 

A film made by the Minnesota- 
based Society for the Prevention of 
Crvelty to Children opens with a news 
conference called by two officials of 
the North American Man/Boy Love 
Association. One of the lisping offi- 
cials is saying that young boys and 
girls should be allowed to engage in 
sex acts without their parents’ con} 
sent, It is, he says, a matter of “civil 
rights.” He refuses to say how young i$ 
too young. The film ends with the 
heartbreaking funeral of Adam Walsh. 

Adam was 6 years old when he was 
abducted from a Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla., shopping center in 1981. His head 
was found later in a canal. Many peo- 
ple are weeping when the movie ends, 
When the lights go on again, there is an 
appeal for money to help find Johnny 
Gosch and Eugene Martin, and about 
$1,000 is dropped in the blue bags the 
ushers have circulated through the 
pews. 

The crowd’s most enthusiastic apl- 
plause is delivered for Noreen Gosc! 
when she suggests reinstating th 
death penalty in Iowa for certain 
sexual offenses against children, 
“These pedophiles — their desires 
never die," she says. 

The implication is clear; Even if 
their desires will not die, pedophiles 
— adults with a sexual attraction for 
children — will. 

After the meeting, Denise Iles, 33, 
of Clive, explains why she came: "T 
have a 12-year-old son. The bottom 
line with me is, I'm scared. It's as sim- 
pleasthat" .———- 


t the regular Carini Perry Sup- 
C Group meeting in Creston, thé 
mood is brisk and businesslike, 

Since April 17, 1983, when Corinne 
Perry, 17, vanished after washing her 
clothes at the B, D. Highlander Laun- 
dromat, the group has brainstormed 


Janice Martin 
"My mind isn’t there...” 


wice monthly in the basement of the 
irst Congregational United Churchlof 
hrist about how to find her. 

“Where are we on the fliers? Did 
decide not to do the airports?” asks 
the Rev. Lyle Kuehl, the church pas- 
tor. He looks at the 13 people huddled 
around a folding table, then at Cor- 
inne’s mother, Barbara. “Well, how 
many do we send to each airport?” she 
asks. “To Joplin we sent 10. How 
many to Kansas City? Denver?” 

Don Perry, Corinne's father, scans 
he table, cluttered with posters dnd 
pamphlets about Corinne and with 
magazines about missing children. 

The Rev. Dolores Doench of nearby 
Cromwell gets an idea. She has recent- 
ly married a couple in New York City, 
and the groom is a mechanic for a bus 
company. “Would it be advantageous 
to see if he knows about the ad rates 
for the posters in those buses?” she 
asks. Everyone nods, 

Corinne Perry and the two paper- 
boys are the only victims of possible 

bduciions in the state who are not hc- 

'ounted for, officials say. And as in the 

ther cases, friends and strangers 
nave instinctively gathered around the 
grieving parents. 

"I'd lose my mind without these 
people,” Corinne's mother says. 

Support groups bake hot dishes. 
They lick stamps and call congress- 
men. They plaster posters in truck 
stops on their vacations. They ery with 
the families. 

But above all, support groups keep 
hope alive. 


REGISTER PHOTOS BY DAVE PETERSON 


The streeidorners where Eugene Martin, top, and Johnny Gosch, bottom, were last seen. 


Corinne’s sister, Letitia, 21, keeps a @ 


* plain, snirgl-ring notebook to-zecord 
every personal event that would be of 
interest to Corinne. The most recent 
entry is, “Lloyd and Laura moved to 
Council Bluffs.” Letitia says, “I put in 
births, deaths, divorces, anything she 
will need to know when she gets back." 

e 
Dennis Gregory Whelan, private de- 
tective, with offices on the ground 
floor of an apartment building on the 
west side of Omaha, Neb., worked on 
the Johnny Gosch case about eight 
months before giving it up in exhaus- 

tion and frustration. 
Although he is no longer employed 


Staniey Johnson 
Heiped to search 


hy the boy's parents, a color photo- 
firaph of Johnny is prominent on bis 
ffice wall, along with smaller, bidek 
nd white pictures of about 40 other 
children for whom Whelan has 
searched. Some were returned to their 
parents dead, some alive. 

In Whelan’s front office is a large 
United States map on which are 
pinned 62 small red flags, one for each 
reported sighting of Johnny. The 
markers span the map from Fargo, 
N.D., to McAllen, Texas, and from San 

rancisco, Calif., to Taunton, Mass. 

Whelan is one of many investiga- 
ors, private and official, who have 
been frustrated in their search for 
Johnny Gosch. They are well aware 
that they have so far failed in what 
they are paid to do. 

“I think everyone would take it per- 
sonally to a degree,” says Lt. Lyle Mc- 
Kinney of the West Des Moines Police 
Department, whose full-time assign- 
ment for nearly two years has been to 
find Johnny Gosch. McKinney started 
on the case Sept. 27, 1982, when he re- 
turned from a police-training schoot in 
Virginia.” 


“You, you're given a job to do, and 
you take nride in doing the7oo az well 
as you can and reaching some type of 
successful conclusion,” says McKin- 
ney. 

The Gosch case occupies four draw- 
ers in McKinney’s filing cabinets. His 
carefully lettered notes fill a handful 
of battered, much-ased notebooks. 
Thousands of tips and leads have come 
to nothing. 

“I don't know where Johnny Gosch 
is," McKinney says. “I don't have any 
idea.” 

The Gosch case still brings five, six, 
seven calls a week from people want- 
ing or offering information, McKinney 

jsays. 

“One of the things that keeps me in- 
terested is that I have a boy that age 
*who had a paper route at that time and 

was delivering papers on Ashwort| 
[Road) that morning," says McKinney, 
who, unlike many other law officer, 
has retained the Gosches' respect. 

Detective Whelan, who looks like he 
has been down a lot of roads in his 49 
years, tells of many twists and turns in 
the Gosch investigation — all leading 
to dead ends. 

Nothing came of Whelan’s import- 
ing of a young man, a homosexual, 

from Omaha to infiltrate Des Moines’ 
homosexual community in hopes of a 
lead to Johnny's disappearance. Noth- 

` ing came of Whelan’s trip to New Eng- 
land to look through thousands of 
child-pornography pictures seized in a 
raid. Nothing came of the investiga- 
tion of a Texas trucker who claimed to 
have picked up Johnny in West Des 
Moines and driven him as far west as 

Atlantic, 
“If he is alive, he's not in the a 


States,” Whelan says. “And now, wit! 
the second one [the disappearance ofj 
Eugene Martin], I'm not even sure he's' 
alive." 
: LJ 

Eugene Martin has been missing 
without a trace for six days when 
Stanley C. Julnson, a ü3-year-oid re- 
tired insurance salesman, drives up to 

large corüfield south of Ankeny th 

elp find him. 
1 Johnson and about 35 others who 
had answered the Des Moines Police 
Department plea for volunteers fight 
their way through the dirty, dense 
rows of 7-foot-tall corn for several 
hours in the suffocating humidity, 
Sharp corn leaves slapping their faces. 

Their instructions were delivered at 
8:30 a.m. by a bleary-eyed policeman, 
Richard Davis, who had been among 

he officers who went through part of 

the field from midnight until 3:30 the 
same morning, reportedly on the 
advice of a psychic... 


| 


e vis tells the volunteers they are 


Wig king for a shirt, blue jeans an e 
8 tennis shoes the Martin boy was 
wearing when he disappeared, or for 
Martin's body. "If you find anything, 
don't touch it," Davis instructs. "Just 
stop and call for an officer. We don’t 
want any evidence disturbed.” 
Stanley C. Johnson fumbled for 
words to explain why he had joined the 
search. For one thing, he regretted not 
having helped look for Johnny Gosch. 
“The fact that this has happened again 
makes you even more concerned,” he 
says. 2 
He adds: "We've been praying for 
them, but sometimes praying is not 
se We are God’s hands and voice 


and feet. We need to pitch in some- 
imes. Pm not very good at expressing 

myself when it comes to something 

like this, but that’s the way I feel.” 

The search is fruitless. 

Two hundred and fifty miles away, 
Corbyn Jacobs, chief of the 16-mem. 
ber Palmyra, Mo., Volunteer Fire De- 
partment, requests missing-persons 
posters of the Martin and Gosch boys. 
Jacobs, 62, and the “othér boys" on the 
fire department soon have plastered 
western Illinois and eastern Missourt 
with pictures of Marfin and Gosch. 

A few weeks before Eugene Martin 
disappeared, a Burlington Northern 
freight train went by Jacobs' house in 
Palmyra, a town of 3,044 residents. He 
bad seen a young boy riding on a rail 
car with a dog. He called a Burlington 
Northern dispatcher about the boy and 
was told a railroad detective would 
get in touch right away. 

"Nobody called mé back about that 
lad," Jacobs says. "That's one of the 
things that touched me off about those 
Des Moines boys. Nobody seemed to 
care. That boy on thé train had td 
bélong to somebody, too. He had to d 
a good kid; he had his dog with him.” 

The 300 posters distributed by Ja- 
cobs and his volunteer firemen are 
among 148,000 that the Des Moines 
Register and Tribune Company or- 
dered to fill requests. Thousands of ad- 
ditional posters were provided by oth- 
er printers. 

.9 

Noreen Gosch trembled as she 
inched her car down Forest Avenue 
past Thirteenth Street, peering 
through the dark for the fire hydrant 
where she was supposed to drop the 
$20,000 ransom. 

Beside her, in a paper bag, was à 
“ransom” of. twu. pieces oí wood. 
Crouched behind her in the back seat 
was-her-private detective, gun drawn. 
She thought of what it would be like 
get the severed hand of her son in the 
mail. Hours before, a deep voice dit 
(he terephone had threatened to ar- 
range just that. 


She pulled over, stepped in front of 
he headlights and threw the bag 


¥ down, Several hours later, police bkit " 


cers returned the bag to the Gosches. 
No one had picked it up, and there was 
still no Johnny. 

"I never was so scared in all my 
life," she said later, describine the 
false alarm that happened Oct. 13, 
1982. She has since endured worse. 

Like an angry mother grizzly, No. 
reen Gosch has snarled and snapped 
and fought. She and husband John 
have prodded, begged, offended, hus, 
tled, stepped on toes and frazzle 
nerves, They have endured insults, av} 
cusations and a procession of swoont, 
ing psychics. They have been dogged 
ad even outrageous. But no one can 
- to the couple very long without 
realizing they would run naked dowd 
the MacVicar Freeway if it would helb 
them find Johnny. 

“We still walk by his bedroom every 
day,” said the mother. 

Noreen Gosch is a phenomenon. Des 
Moines parents who have never môt 
her refer to “Noreen” in conversa- 
tions. She and John have appeared 6 oh 
the “Today” show, changed Iowa's 
kidnapping laws and supervised 
bution of tens of thousands of '' 
Johnny Gosch” posters. 

“Noreen should run for president 
3 lared one woman in her neighbor, - 

|. “She gets things doue.” 

gives the Sept. 5, 1982, disappear- 
atice, Noreen Gosch got some advice, 
she said: “A very wise man told me; 
"Whatever you do, keep yourself under 
control. Make a plea for your son's 
life. But don't break down because if 
you do, they'll use your story maybe 
once or twice, and then it’s done. You 
are in for a long search, and it’s going 
to be up to you to keep the story go: 
ing'" 

That she has done. And parents 
whose children have vanished since 
Johnny acknowledge a debt to her: 
"There wouldn't be such a big deal 
about Eugene Martin if Noreen hadn't 
made such a stink,” said a mother in a 
supermarket checkout line. H 

By maximizing exposure to the 
public, the Gosches have opened them: 
Selves to attack. 

Noreen said that at one of many oi 
a presentations, “The publisher of a! 


small newspaper said, ‘I don't think: 
ypu ever had a son named Johnny, T 
ink you are doing this for the money, 
the power and the glory.’ I told him, ‘T 
hope they get your kid next.’ I don't: 
have to take that. I am arrogant now." 
Dallas Davis, neighbor and close 
friend, snapped: “Most of the com- 
ments I have heard from what Y will; 
call extremely ignorant people are 
things like ‘Noreen appeared in full! 
makeup,’ or ‘Noreen appeared on TV. 
with her fingernails painted.’ Who re- 
MISSING 
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is d 


7M gives a good DRM 
Betty Gipple, whose danghter now 


nas Jobnay Gosch's paper route, said: 
“People complained because |Noreen| 
dida'l show enough emotion, Now peo- 
ple like her because she didn't give up. 
They respect her." 
Fucling the continuing publicity is 
the tension between the Gosches and 
-ahnost all of police-officialdom. No 
BI agents or local policemen will 
^commwnt. on the case except in broad 
ties, but they have said the 
s of police incompetence are 
zejkaggerated or untrue, 
Xj Orval Cooney, the former West Dis 
Moines police chief who initially hah- 
z3tled the case, was tape-recorded with- 
“oat his knowledge by a TV crew. He 
“said of the Gosches: “Yeah, I think 
“they are ignorant. I think they are 
downright... stupid. Uh, but I'm not 
going to say that on tape, but you can 
Xll them I said that.” 
«» The Gosches respond in kind. No- 
“Eten refers to him as “a sawed-off stu- 
“Pid idiot,” John Gosch says, "We drive 
E his house every now and then to let 
him know we are still alive.” 


he Gos 
‘Wat police i 


primary complaint is 
tially treated Johnny’s 
ppearance as that of a runaway, 
despite a number of clues pointing to 
wai abduction, Of the fast police reac- 
“Vion to Gene Martin's disappearance, 
toreen says: "Now, all of a sudden, ail 
f America is watching." 
e 
“Des Moines is on the analysts 
couch, undergoing an examination by 
Dr. Donner Dewdney, a local child 
psychiatrist. 

“Shere is a quality to the Midwest," 
he says. "It's all Qur Neighborhood. 
But the average kid isn’t ‘average’ any 
more in Des Moines. Parents aren't 
‘average’ either." 

Dewdney, a California-easual mem- 
ber of Chill Psychiatry Associales, 

s the kidnappings reflect one ot a 
id's deepest fears brought to Hie. 
“Ahd the resulling avalanche of warn- 
ings Airested to children cai irt as 
well as help. 


—— 


e IE nd E 


DES MOINES SUNDAY REGISTER m SEPTEMBER 2, 1984 /7A 
EBRI agent warns Martins 
ore Xf emotional roller coaster 


"Td say to my 12-year-old son, 'Lis- 
pa Meathead, This is what tappened. 
Ihave confidence in you. This is scary 
and we need to talk about it, Dewdney 
Says. 

“But it's foolish to inundate 4- or 5- 
year-olds with all that, They'd only get 
a funny, weird, scared feeling. When 
their whole lives are in the process of 
developing on trust, it’s hard on them. 
“Tt is such a disconcerting thing to 
have happen. Kids around here hear 
over and over again, ‘Don’t talk to 
Strangers. The enemy might be any- 
jwhere.’ That kind of talk is bad for 
kids, and I'm against it. 1 am not going 
Ito help a child develop a notion of " 
mies," 
. Headds: “In fact, many parents feel 
“bad because it reminds them they 
“Aren't doing the job on a day-to-day 
“Basis. They both work and just don't 
‘Wave time for the kids. 
“hose 12-year-olds are saying, 
“That could have been me.’ "They feel 
-that they want to be independent, but 
‘Underlying it now is the feeling that 
“Pd better not leave home,’ This scares 
x whole generation of 12-year- -olds, x 
is screwing up a rite of passage.” 

" Dewdney also talks about a phe- 
nomenon that always astounds griev- 
ng parents: aceusalions directed at 
'eople blame the Gosches," he 
IS: "s like getting angry at some- 

hoe Tor getting cancer, You think to 
yourself, "They must have done somn- 
Although that is irrational, it is 
immon. Anonymous callers halve 
igned Janice Martin's competente 
a mother, and Noreen Gosch his 
den accused of kiHing her own son. * 
kh kd 
veryone is wondering what will 
Nappen, even what will happen to The 
"Register, from using the boy carri- 
TUS," said Joan Lose, mother of eight 
and a clerk at the Hy-Vee Food Store 
Ob Fleur Drive “I can't imagine any 
mother letting her boy go out on à 
Tonte alone now.” 

“Like other newspapers, The Des 
Moines Register is a curious enter- 
prise. About 800 full-time workers 
e it, edit it, sell ads for it and pro- 
e it. Bat whether it ever gets to its 
Nstomers is up to 7,000- cai iier, 
some boys and girls as young as 10. 


„The system was satisfactory for 
‘ations. 
neall of a sudden i in 1982 the 


Reward fur fund | 
hits $111,000 


‘Pledges to a reward fund for infor- 
"mation leading to the whereabouts 
f missing newspaper carriers Bu- 
‘gene Wade Martin or Johnny Gosch 
Hw total $111,000. 

* Pledges of $500 or more arei 
‘being accepted by The Register's 
' Promotion department al (515) 
"294-8510. 

. Cash contributions of any 
[Amount may be sent to a a 


| Yund set up by the Iowa PTA, ''hes 
Should be sent to Valley Nationa 
"Bank, P.O. Box 906, Des Moines 
Tà., 50304.. Checks should be pa 
able to the Iowa PTA Eugene Mar- 
fhe John Gosch Reward Fund. 

” Cash contributions for the search 
fort tor Eugene Martin should be 
EM to Brenton National Bank of 


es Moines, P.O, Box 891, De: 
Moines, Ta. 50304, Checks s should bel 
ade payable to the Help Find Eu; 
[gene Martin Fund, 
Cash contributions on behalf of 
e search for Johnny Gosch should 
"go to the Help Find Johnny Gosch 
Fund, P.O, Box 228, Ankeny, Ia. 
“$0021. 


rvles-eHihe game began, to change,” 
said John Miksich, who is in charge of 
The Register’s distribution system. 
“You have one incident, then another 
incident. ... Obviously it's going to 
weigh mightily on where we go from 
hire." A 

Miksich and seven other top execi- 
tives of the newspaper are meeting 
every other day to keep up with deve 
opments on the disappearance of Eu- 
gene Martin, to find additional ways to 
ensure the safety of carriers, and to 
determine if some fundamental 
change needs to be made in the carrier 
system, 

Ad quastions are open — appropri- 
ately,” said Publisher Gary Gerlach. 


: é 


While Gerlach said he ses received 
a handiut of letters saying the job of a 
carrier is not safe for a young person, 
“Many adulls view il as a very valu- 
able experience for their kids." 

Gerlach and his wife have no chil- 
dren, But if they did, he said, “I would 
have no hesitancy in sending my own 
child out on any route in Des Moines 
with proper supervision and proper 
training." 

Although somewhere between 50 
aud 60 carriers quit because of Eu- 
gene Martin's disappearance, Gerlach 
sid last winter's harsh weather 
chused more resignations. 

James Gannon, editor of The Regis- 

T, said carrying newspapers is a "re- 
ally American, traditional sort of a 
thing. So many people have done it as 
youths or have kids who do it or did it. 
It's kind of an introduction to fhe 
world of capitalism and work. 
There's a certain sort of Norman 
Rockwell Americana aspect to it dil. 
It's the violation of that that makes 
people so angry.” 


Soon after Eugene Martin disap- 
peared, Don and Sue Martin, his father 
and stepmother, were warned by an 
FBI agent of the roller coaster ride 
ahead: Their hopes would soar and 
cfash, soar and crash. 

Take last Monday. For the first 
ume, the story of Gene's disappear- 
ance itself disappears from The Reg- 
ister, plunging the couple into despair. 
“Hs been two weeks and you've 
already written him off,” Sue Martin, 
35, tells two Register reporters. 

But evening brings an upper. The 
Des Moines City Council has voted to 
kick in $25,000 to the reward fund f. 
Gene and for Johnny Gosch. “Weye 
got good news tonight,” an excited 
Don Martin, 38, a wiry, much-tattoodd 
man, exclaims, “This is going to make 
somebody pay attention.” 

The Martins sit in a swing on their 
front porch, talking in staccato above 
the roar of jet airplanes at the Des 
Moines Municipal Airport a few 

locks west of their modest, one-story 
House. 

Their lives have been turned upside 
down, Until Gene vanished, they never 
knew there wereso many bad people 
and so many good people in the world. 


They are surprised at what they have | 


learned about. child pornography and 
children forced into prostitution. They 
are equally surprised at the outpour- 
ing of help and support they-have re- 
ceived. 


The morning of Genes UNA ] 


anes, the street in front of their louse 
filled with police cars "boom — just 
like thai," Don says. A neighbor across 
the street arranged for the immediate 
printing of a poster with Gene's pic- 
iure and description, and the flicrs 
were lacked up at the airport, in gro- 
cery stores and gas stations less tnan 
five hours after the disappearance. A 
Des Moines printer whose name they 
don’t even know has provided thou 
sands of additional posters. 

John and Noreen Gosch have been, 
especially helpful. “They | know what 
we're going through now," says Don. 
{They know what we're going to go 
through." 
| The Martins lock their doors and 
windows as never before. Sue's 16- 
year-old son, who used to roam late at 
night, is now under orders to be in the 
house by 10 p.m. Don says: “When I get 
Gene home, no way he'll even walk up 
to the store without an armed guard. I 
do rnean that — a shotgun, a ball bat, 
whatever it takes.” 

The Martins seent to be holding up 
under the strain pretty well. But, Don 
says, “There have been times I walk 
by Gene's bedroom and I just crack 
up.” S 

The leads that flooded police head-| 
quarters at first have dwindled to al 
trickle, Speaking of that roller coasteri 
ride, Don frowns and says, “The hills 
are starting to get smaller already." 

. 


Just before dawn, all is still on 
ohnny Gosch's former newspaper 
route. 

The silent condos and split-level 
houses, with bushes tucked protective- 
ly elose, line curving streets and wide 
cul-de-sacs, The only movement is the 
drowsy realignment of clouds, slowly 
circling to the east around what is not 
yet a sunrise. Suburbia at rest. 

Nine bundles of newspapers wait in 
the ivory glow of a street light on the 
corner of Forty-second Street and 
Francrest Circle. Truck 5625 has 


Gosch sighting 
éalled false alarm : 


WINTERSET, IA. (AP) — Law offi- 
cers in south-central Iowa thought 
Saturday afternoon that they had 
picked up the trail of missing West 
Des Moines newspaper carrier Johnny 
Gosch. But by early evening, Madison 
County sheriff's deputies were calling 
the reported sighting a false alarm. 

The search began about 2 p.m. after 
Wiuterset Police Chief Ken Billeter 
said a credible source told him she had 
seen Gosch in a Winterset grocery 
store and later in a blue car with Ohic 
license plates, Winterset authorities, 
all available state troopers and state 
conservation officers searched for the 
ċar, A patrol plane also was called in, 


dropped them off sometime in the 
mpht-—. S 

Headlights glide up to the bundles, 
Ann Crowell is checking one of the 24 
Register routes she is responsible for, 
Her job has changed drastically since 
Johnny's abduction on this street two 
years ago. The number of routes each 
district manager handles has been 
trimmed, so they drop by each one 
more often. She now carries an identi- 
fication badge, always visible. There 
is a wariness that was not there 
before, more managers’ meetings, 
more rules for reporting a Side Tange 
of incidents. 

From a house a newspaper's : 


away emerge most of the Gipple fami- 
ly. Julie, 13, a mile runner on the 
Sacred Heart School track tea 

lurches groggily to the corner as 
mother, Betty, drives the family Mer- 
cury up. Jamie, 10, dashes up a minute 
later in his stocking feet. “I thought 

y shoes were in the car,” he mutters, 

hen raves back 1o the house. 

* The bundles are heaved into the 
trunk. Back on the Gipples’ driveway, 
Jamie hits the bundle wires with the 
snippers. Eighty-nine newspapers are 
to be put into two Radio Flyer wagons, 
and there are 41 in one so far. 

"What's 41 from 89?" quizzes 
Gipple. "Mom, it's six in the morningi" 
groans Julie. 

Turning onto Marcourt Lane, Julie 
splits up from Jamie and their moth- 
er, doing the opposite side of the 
street. Waving toward a particular 
patch of sidewalk, Julie says casually, 
"That's where Johany Gosch disap- 
peared.” 

A pancake-sized rust stain marks 
the spot, as if the boy had evaporated 
and left only a residue. 

“I was kinda scared" about taking 
Johnny's route, she says. “What scared 
me the mast was when all the police 
came around here before, who were 
searching our yard and everything." 


But her mother has forbidden her to do 
the route aione, and she is never out of 
earshot, 

She delivers to the Gosch house. 
“They always warn me not even to do 
my collecting alone. They say there 
are a lot of weirdos out there.” 

She pulls the wagon over lawns, 
curbs and sidewalks, past houses too 

ew to be occupied. The papers make 
loud swishes as they slide onto 
rches. 

Julie was not a newspaper carrier 
when Gosch was abducted, but she 
was when Martin disappeared. “I 
wasn't as shocked this time. It wasn’t 
as close to our neighborhood," she 
says. 

The sun comes up. The sky is fleck- 
ed with pollywog-shaped clouds. A 
German shepherd barks loudly at the 
front door of a house as Julie trudges 
past, then dashes to a rear window for 


done at 7:15. Not a sin- 


Dennis Whelan 
Former Gosch investigator 
gle moving vehicle was seen and no 
strangers. Time for breakfast. 

“They feel safe in this neighbor- 
hood," Julie's mother says at the 
kitchen table. “If it was unsafe, I guess 
we'd all move." But it's still worth a 


; —__.few hours oi lost morning sleep to her 


to walk with them. Just in case. 
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List of all missing children. 


in lowa may be made publi 


By ANNE CAROTHERS-KAY 
Register Sta weiter 

A Polk County District Court judge 
will decide later this month whether a 
list of all the missing children in lowa 
should be made public. 

A petition filed Tuesday on behalf of 
the Iowa Department of Public Safety 
asks Judge Joel D. Novak to deter- 
mine whether the department may re- 
lease a computer list of missing chil- 
dren to The Des Moines Register. 

In withholding the list, the depart- 
ment cites a state law that prohibits 
any criminal justice agency from re- 
leasing or disclosing any of its records 
concerning children under 18 years of 
age. 

“The question is how literally to 
construe that," said Assistant Attor- 
ney General Gary Hayward, who filed 

petition. 

The Register on Aug. 30 asked the 

partment of Public Safety for a list 
of the 350 to 375 missing persons re- 
corded in the department's statewide 
crime computer. Police and sheriff's 
departments across the state use the 
computer lo trade information on 
wanted persons, stolen property and 
missing persons. 

Joe Thornton, lawyer for the Des 
Moines Register and Tribune Compa- 
ny, said the newspaper will argue at a 
Sept. 28 hearing that "the court has 
the power to release the information 
even though it may appear confiden- 
tial at first blush.” 

Hayward said the public safety de- 
partment wiil not oppose that argu- 
ment, “The department is trying, in all 
good faith, to make a decision as to 
what the law requires us to do. We un- 
derstand there is a public interest in 
protecting privacy and a public inter- 
est in finding missing children," he 
said. 


However, the petition does oppose 
releasing all the computer informa- 
tion on missing persons, noting that 

“many of the entries concerning 
missing persons in the [computer] sys- 
tem inslude remarks which go beyond 
the immediate facts and circum- 


€ 


‘stances of particular disappearances, 
or information which, if revealed, 
could threaten the safety of an individ- 
ual or the integrity of an investiga- 
tion.” 

The department also notes that the 
list includes runaways from state in- 
stitutions and argues that Department 
of Human Services records are confi- 
dential. 

The department seeks a closed 
hearing before the judge to present the 
computer list and determine whether 
it should be made public. 


Reward fund 
now $118,00 


A $1,000 pledge Tuesday from 
The Farmers Insurance Group 
has boosted the fund for two 
missing newsboys to $118,000. 

The money will be paid to any- 
one who has information on the 
whereabouts of Eugene Martin, 
14, who disappeared Aug. 12, or 
Johnny Gosch, who vanished Sept. 
5, 1982, when he was 12. The 
youngsters were delivering the 
Des Moines Sunday Register in 
residential neighborhoods seven 
miles apart. 

Despite a month-long investi- 
gation, police have been unable to 
link the apparent kidnappings 
and have made no arrests. 

Not included in the reward 
money is $25,000 pledged by the 
city of Des Moines for informa- 
tion leading to the apprehension 
and conviciion of the person or 
persons responsible. The city of 
West Des Moines said it will pay 
$5,000 for information that leads 
to an arrest and a conviction in 
the Gosch case and an equal 
amount in the Martin case. 
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Gosch, Martin 
hotos on T-shirts | 


Kathtyn Clark of the Shirt Shoppe in 
Newton is selling printed T-shirts with 
pictures of missing newspaper carri- 
ers Johnny Gosch and Engene Wade 
Martin and a telephone number to call 
with any information about the two. 

In addition, Clark said that for each 
$8 shirt sold, $2.50 will go to funds es- 
tablished to aid in the effort to find the - 
boys. The money will not be added to 
the reward fund offered for informa- 
tion leading to the youths. 

The shirts will be given to parligi- 


pants in a fund-raising fun run in Dps 
im and will be sold by Gosch’s 


other, Noreen, after speaking ¢a- 
gagements. 


iim oper 
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1.6; man ls— 
‘subpoenaed. 
‘in Gosch case - 


: By FRANK SANTIAGO 
Realite Statt Weiler 


; hag been ordered: to, tell à federal 
grand. jury in Des Moines shat he 
knows about inissing newspapér carri- 
ers Enige: di 
Bisliop, 29, who describes. 
“former. street kid, ” hi 
» subpoénaed to appear Tuesday.. 
parently.will heasked:-to.discuss state- 
RIT hii alleging that;Gosch ” 

i pornographets. 
Richard. Turüer 
éontirmi or deny whether a 
i july. ds intérested-iri tie. cases: 


Noreen, Gésch, Johnny's mother, i 
says Bishop:has'been: an üpáid volun- 

t-iri.the seatch:forvhér son. She.sàid ~ 
hop are’ “baffled by 


thé order: E 

*We've:been'told biy various. soüréés: 
that law ënfórcèment basically 
1 doesn’thaveniuch:to go on áhdthey're 

trying:to find ont'ifwe've got-anything 
going,” she said: i 1 
A equent Contacts” 1 . 
j , Who lives; in Springfield | b 
; and has; made. frequent: contacts 
* with Noreen.and: Jolin Goseli, wasn't 

available for, comment Fei A 

phone: number he gave-to Washington 
is. was. answered: bj à ram 
. who Said he:didi'tl Know Bishop. Asked 

if Bishop lived atthe Washington num- 
é Than said "Idonitthinké ii He 
:WAS: standifig: ina 
and had picked up the recéiver bè- 
cause ie heard.the phoné rihgifig. 

The subpoéria;coüld force Bishop to 
explain tinder oath statements that 
Gosch was abducted:fot pornography 
and:was being held captive: alongwith 


Martin, i 


$ Martin, 14; disappeared Avg. 12, 
and-Gescliaianistied Sept. 57-1982 


when he.was-12, The. two. were deliver- 
ing, the Des Moines Sunday’ Register 
but pe 


s 


lice have been unablė to connect 


gene's, stepmother, 
said Bishop “got us excited-and saidhe 
‘knew the: boys: 'e ali 
Southwest: But 


vith: him ?tizzh 
pe in touch- with: him: 


+” she saídi. 
tWO weeks: ago, ‘accordiiig Öö- 
van investigator, E 
viewed By two Ebr 
home: wh 
"Renégade Group" s 
Deséribed i inam. April 18 Washing- 
ton. Times story as head of; a “Self pro 
claimed rénegade group” ki 
KIDS,.an acronym: 
Services, Bishóp-récently" helped. find - 
two. East:Coast.15-year-old runaways ` 
iva: Week-long -` 


agnis near his 


herin. o February and: Was one 

of people swho:offered assistance 

$luding private investigators:in Rhod: 
land, Missouri; New Mexico: and Cai 


V «Most of them called-after seeing 


- national. publicity .on Jobtiny : ‘and 


"waritedto help,” she said. . 

Amiong thé: investigators, “she said; is. 
Sam J, Soda:of Dës: Moines. Soda said 
that hé hadn't been subpdended and c 
that lie knew nothing;of a.grand jury ` 
investigation. Gosch: said;slie knew of 
no other sapients. 

Bishop, the: Gosclies say in a.refér- 
ence letter circulated by hing, bas 
given: “the. only straight answers to 


questions. we. have. had: during: this . - 


painful: search." The-Gosches' say. he 
has been sttalentorward: and. honest E 
about the possibilities inour case.” 

“Mr: Bishop has.conriections wi 
could make.the difference in our:son 
life,” the letter said. 

Tn: ai interview. Friday, Gósch sald: 
that.a: pattern has emerged: from a 
f- -sightings- „across. the cour ^ 

to iñdicate that her gon is alive, She. 
‘said’ the descriptions: are “: 
identical” and resemble her & . 
` “We've-never:been fortunaté to be 
on the spot.when. thay sée the boy. By: 
the time. e get à man there we can. 
only put pieces: together}? she said. 
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1 
Law.entorcement.ágenciés Frida; z 
were checking reports from two wom» ' 
éivin'Sioux-Fàlis, S.D., who said: they: 
may have seen- óne. ot two missing. 
iowa névispaper delivery bo: yS.. - 
Authorities-in the: Dakota- 
esota-lowa; area weré:alérted to 
the report that the women:miay-have 
spen. Eugene "Martin, 14; who. disap- 
jeared' Aug: 12. The other youth: 
Johnny Gosch; 12:a¢ the. time, disap: 
in Séptember 1982; Both were 
delivering the Des Moines Sunday 
Register at the:time. . 
told authorities: they. 
bearing. 


Caiifornià license: plat 

. Mullins of the Des. Moines Police. De-- 
pai ient said'the.départment:hàs.re- 
ceijed more-than'600 leads ae 
and that a followup. will be" iade, oi | 


the Sioux Falls report. 

A reward find of more: than 
$112; 000. has been raiséd: in De: 
Moines'for-ariyone who:cab provide in- 
formation: thatwithlead LÀ finding thé 
boys. ' 
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faseh b families 


BYERANK SANTIAGO ~~~ 
Register SIAF Writer 

A common loss — the tragic, myste- 
rious disappearance of a son — has 
brought two Des Moines families to- 
gether in a coramon cause. 

From now on, John and Noreen 
Gosch and Donald and Sue Martin will 
share money, chart a battle plan and 
«shoulder together the weight of find- 
ing their sons. Both Johnny Gosch and 
Eugene Martin apparently were kid- 
napped while delivering the Des 
Moines Sunday Register, and poth 
would now be 14, 

The families will divide the money 
and the work involved in garage sales, 
rummage sales, dances, foot races and 
other efforts. Saturday, they'll jointly 
sponsor a 10-kilometer run and a two- 

ile run to begin at 8 a.m. at Valley 

‘igh School in West Des Moines. 

They will speak out for each othór 
aid distribute thousands of posters 
with the pictures of their missing boys 
side-by-side. 

‘Twice a month, when a dozen volun- 
teers who've been looking for Johnny 
"Gosch for two years meet at the Gosch 
home, the Martins will join in. 

Regularly on Saturdays for now, 
they'll sit down together with investi- 
gators to compare notes, to tap into 
the investigation’s progress and to 
make suggestions. 

“What each of us is doing,” says No- 
reen Gosch, whose son vanished Sept. 
5, 1982, "is very relevant to the other.” 

What the Gosches have learned, she 
says, may help in finding Gene Martin, 
who-veniched Aug. 12. 
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"We've been through those early 
days. Every time a psychic calls or 
somebody comes io the door with 
what looks like a good clue-you just go 
check it out any time of the day-or 
night. You get out of bed and do it,” 
Noreen Gosch said. 


“We've been there. The frustrations, 
the ups and down feelings, the psy- 
chies who say they know something, 
the false hopes. We want to help {the 
Martins}.” 

The alliance brings together two 
families who've had little in common: 
The Gosches from an upper-middle-in- 
come background in West Des Moines, 
the Martins from a neighborhood of 
modest homes on Des Moines’ south 
side. 

"We have a great respect for her 
and what she has done," Sue Martin 
says. “She has really been a big help to 
us.” 


"There has been a feeling of cama- 
raderie," Noreen Gosch says. 

Meanwhile, the search for Martin, 
now entering its sixth week, has failed 
to turri up any information that would 
reveal what happened to him. Despite 
hundreds of calls on a police hotline, 
many of which came during the early 
days of the investigation, police have 
been unable to say if the youngster ts 
dead or alive. 

Although there are many similari- 
ties in the Gosch and Martin cases, 
police say they have been unable te 
link them. 


. Eugene Martin 
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1 TOU RNOR THE WÜRREADAUE " 
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Cross-country eye-catcher d = ov 


LA Frank Sloan of Des Moines awaits finishing walk sign painter Randy Kent's portraits on the 45-feot 


touches on lettering of his rolling notice of the search amd-——52mi-trailer are headed for regular hauls to 18 California 
rewards for two missing newspaper delivery boys. Nor- — cities where Sloan delivers windows made in Pella. AA 
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FSi agent fears abductions 


of boys may he ‘Gacy-type’ 


By FRANK SANTIAGO 
Register Stasi Writer 

An FBI special agent told Cedar 
Rapids Rotarians recently that inves- 
tigators fear a mass killer like John 
Wayne Gacy may be 
involved in the baf- 
fling disappear- 
ances of two Des 
Moines newspaper 
carriers. 

Herb 
Special 
<" agent in charge in 

4, Towa and Nebraska, 
. Said Tuesday that in 

a questioning ses- 

HAWKINS. sion following his 
speech, he said that a Gacy copy cat 
was only one possibility. 

“You have to understand the entire 
question,” Hawkins said from his 
Omaha office. “The question was 
asked if it’s conceivable that an indi- 
vidual would take children such as 
Johnny Gosch and Eugene Martin and 
hold them in captivity for two years 
like in the Gosch ease. 

“My response was that it certainly 
was possible in this type of investiga- 
tion. Nothing is outside the realm of 
possibilities, which is common sense.” 

Hawkins said that he then spoke of 
Gacy and he said “that one of the 
fears, of course, is that we have a John 
Wayne Gacy type of situation.” 

Gacy, who was convicted in March 
1980 of the sex-related Chicage area 
slayings of 33 young men and boys, is 
under a sentence of death in Illinois. 
He once served 18 months in prison 
after being convictedin Waterloo of 
the sodomy of a teen-age boy. 

"The other fears are, J said, that we 
have an individual who would have the 
propensity to be a closet pedophile, or 
that there is someone who has no ar- 


HERS 


rest record and there is little to go on,” 


Hawkins said. 

One Rotarian, however, who was 
among the 300 club members at Stouf- 
fers Five Seasons Hotel,said the FBI 
agent told the group, “We may have a 
pedophile on our hands, but what we 
really think we have, and what we're 
really concerned about, is that we 
have another John Wayne Gacy.” 

The club member, who requested 
ahonymity, added, “He left an impres- 
Sion with me that they we "inking 
the boys were dead. Hes. — M 

Sée haw qumebody conti Keep them 


spirited away from the public for two 
years. So what conelusion do you draw 
from that?" Martin, 14, disappeared 
Aug. 12 while delivering the Des 
Moines Sunday Register in a southside 
neighborhood. Gosch, who would be 14 
now, has been gone since Sept. 5, 1962, 
when he was delivering the Sunday 
newspaper in West Des Moines. 
Hawkins’ comments to the Rotari- 
ans appeared to go beyond official 
statements that have come from the 
joint investigation by the FBI, the 
State Division of Criminal Investiga- 
tion and Des Moines police. There has 
been broad public speculation about 
what might bave happened to the 
youngsters. While acknowledging that 
a number of theories have been ex- 
plored, investigators have declined to 
say publicly what those theories are, 
adding that they wouldn’t specittate. 
Hawkins said that before answering 
questions he asked the Rotarians if 
there were reporters in the room. Ac- 
cording to some who were at the meet- 
ing, no hands were raised. 
“Z always do that," Hawkins said. 
According to others at the meeting, 
Hawkins said agents gave polygraph 


“tests to a “number of sickos” but “they 


just weren't getting anywhere.” 

Noreen Gosch earlier this year con- 
trasted the case of her son and that of 
the 1903 kidnapping of teen-ager F.A. 
“Chip” Wittern, who was found within 
hours, 

When confronted with the accusa- 
tion, she said Hawkins told her, “Well, 
Mrs. Gosch, that [Wittern] boy is 
worth more money than your son. 
The FBI later said that “nothing that 
Mr. Hawkins told Mr. and Mrs, Goscii 
could even remotely be interpreted" 
as Saying That, 
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By FRANK SANTIAGO 
Register Stati Writer 

In a case already both mysterious 
and macabre, that of the two missing 
Des Moines paper carriers, another 
set of odd, inexplicable coincidences 
has startied investigators. 

The developments may be among 
the most mysterious and macabre yet: 
freshly dug earth in an isolated woods 
and a powerful, noxious smell of dead 
flesh, both reported to authorities two 
years ago but not investigated until 
this month; a map mailed anonymous- 
ly from California last month with an 
arrow pointing to that same spot in the 
woods. 

Investigators don't know what to 
make of the facts — whether they're 
Ex to the disappearances of 


lohnny Gosch in September 1982 and 
ugene Martin last August — or 
hether they mean nothing at all. 

Jt began on a chilly and wet ain 
late September two years ago, jyst 
days after Gosch vanished on Sept? 5, 
1982, after leaving home to deliver his 
Des Moines Sunday Register route, El- 
don Boone Jr. of Madrid was squirrel 
hunting when he came upon what he 
Says looked like a grave in heavy 
brush. 

"The ground was disturbed about 5 
or 6 feet long and 2% feet wide under 
some saplings. Good Lord, did it 
stink,” he recalls. “The smell made 
you sick. It stopped me dead and I had 
to hoid my breath and ran past it. I'll 
never forget that smell," he said. 

His hunting companion, Mark Shan- 
non, also of Madrid, had gone another 
way and didn't see the site, but he 
smelled it. "The place smelled like 
Something big was dead," he said, 

Whatever it was that Boone and 
Shannon smelied so powerfully then 
has never been uncovered, at Jeast-net 
that they of any officials know of. 


ld clues bait 


le 


in offici 


Boone said he told a friend what 
happcacd-on that lonely path of-Corns 
of Engineers land a mile west of Ma- 
drid and that the the friend reported it 
to Madrid police. But there was no in- i 
vestigation, until this year when more 
than a score of lawraen and volunteers ', 
returned to the area and dug in the 
area for three days, ~ 

The search was begun Sept. 6 after | 


friend of Boone's phoned Des Moines 
police about the 2-year-old incident. 
Interest was renewed after the disap- 
pearance of Martin, Both boys appar- 
ently were snatched from their news- 
paper routes. No trace of either has 
been found and law officers don’t 
know whether they are dead or alive. 


2n 
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The search turned up nothihg. 
Boone, who accompanied the search- 
ers, couldn't locate the apparent 
gravesite he hád seen two years 
before. 

The mystery goes even deeper, how- 
ever, 

Not long after Martin disappeared, 
The Register received anonymously à 
clipping of an Aug. 20 article about the 
missing boys. The clipping was from 
the Pasadena, Calif., Star-News. With 
it was part of an lowa road map. A 
hand-drawn arrow on the map pointed 
1o a dot that corresponded to the se- 
qiuded land where Boone and Shannon 
had hunted. : ` 
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The envelope was postniarked 
Aug-2i7from Industry, Calitz, whuents 
in Los Angeles County. The Register 
gave the envelope and contents to in- 
vestigators. 

The map intrigues some officers, 
who wonder if it could be a message 
from a troubled killer. On the other 
hand, they say, it might be merely a 
hint from someone who knew of 
Boone’s experience and wanted police 
to pursue it, 

Boone says he doesn’t know anyone 
in California nor of any way his story 
might have reached there, 

For the moment, the map has been 
added to the mountain of paperwork a 
team of FBI agents, state Division of 

iminal Investigation agents and D S 

joines police have assembled in the 
bewildering cases. A 

Dailas County Sheriff Lee Struble, 
who led the recent search of the hunt- 
ing site, says it’s unlikely there will be 
more digging. To do a thorough 

search, he says, would require a costly 
combination of manpower and ma- 
'hines. 
; As Boone recalls the 2-year-old inci- 
ident: 

“Mark Shannon went one way and I 
went the other. It started clouding up Dubh- 
and started to rain, a real light rain. 1 33o 
walked back up this lane from where 7/292 


wo warg parked and E0bte FRINGED A 
spot. it stunk Nike, a snos un. à G 


riu ous 


The mysterious anonymous map and the envelope it arrived in. 


could see the ground was disturbed 
there. The smell just made you sick. 

“As we were leaving in the truck, I 
fid Mark to roll down the window and 
take a whiff. He did and burned rubber 
getting out of there, He said, "What the 
hell are you trying to do? What is that 
bad smel?” 

Boone related the story to a friend 
in Madrid and asked him to pass it on 
to local police. Boone said he was un- 
able to do it himself because he was 
leaving on a fishing trip. 

When he returned, he said, the 
friend told him he had gone to the 
police and they told him someone 
probably had buried a large dog or a 
deer. 

“I said they went to a Jot of trouble 
to bury a dog out there and under 
some trees, too,” Boone said. He said 
he then forgot about the incident. 

Madrid Police Chief Mike Ferjak 
Said a report was made to Madrid 

Eviive Lui-he wasn't on the force at the 


time. He said he had heard that the 
matter was turned over to Boone 
County Sheriff Henry N. Wallace. But 
Wallace said there was no report from 
Madrid and he hadn't heard about the 
incident until it was recently phoned 
to the Des Moines hotline. 

“I wish I had done more with it,” 
Boone said. “There was something out 
there. I could have been a help.” 

Sheriff Struble says the smell might 
have come from the remains of a deer 
buried by poachers to avoid detection. 
The area teems with deer. 

He says the map sent anonymously 
from a California probably isn’t the 
work of a psychic, because “they 
would likely have identified them- 
selves, 

“But who could it be?” he asks, then 
shrugs, “I don’t know. Maybe it’s 
someone who knows Eldon or about 
what happened to him and is out there 
in California. Then maybe it's some- 
one who knows something and is try- 
ing to tell us." md 
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Che side 
tog Paul, Minn: (UPI) > There may. 
:beimore truth to:reports that-a:group.ot 
child. abusersikilied à teen-age boy-than 
many people realize, the father of miss: 
ing West Des: Moines; Iowa, newspaper 
carrier. Johnny Gosch said'Saturday. 
1: | Prosecutors. investigating, pepe 
_ , ca86s of: sexuàkabuse in Jordan, Minn., 5 
recently dismissed. charges, against 22 2 
" adultsibécause-they:said they.want 
„prevent fürther-trauma. to childr 
“has:Since:been revealéd. that three chil- 
+. dren said they were-forced by adults to- 
help: kilt atid’ disimember à boy ih Au- 
gust 1933. 
“t Johnny Gosch vanished Sept, 5, 1982, 
* while delivering newspapers; — 


ging from some. of the things 
séen, there. mày. be more trith 

han most people realize," his: father: 

. id. “The (children: who told tlie sto- 
vies) have not been together for a long 
«time: but their stories are very similar. ` 
ee things.do happen.”. 


- Jordan Casè - 
«-Gosch-sald he and hils-wife,; Noreen, 
Were in Minnesota’to meet with Attor- 
; hé. General Hubert H. Humphrey IT 

Ffiday: abottithe Jordan.case: 
| The- case tiad been conducted by 
cott County Attorney Kathleen: ‘Morris, 


ing lowa Boy's Par. 
Child- Sex arent 


Huifiphiey, hag: pledged: to.contaet the 
Gosches‘as the:investigation progresses 
"anytime he has.a-hint of something,” 
-Gosch;said. The:Gosches-also:met s 
Officials from the American Society to. 
Prevent. Cruelty to: Children to:díscuss. 
legislative miatters; i 

“We also talked. to. Mr, Humphrey 
ábóut a. legislative -package on: child” 
abuseifor Mitinesota;” Gosch sai : 

"Um very: impressed: with: the Or | 
oughness arid that they have accepted; 
some of our ideas, I'm-sure we'll segi 
some sort of package passed. Som 
people. talking. About: it want an aute) 
mate jail sentence, with. no: chance. for 

plea: bargain; whet: a chile i$ mo , 
jected; [""he:sald: à 


Keeping in-Touch: 1 
Authorities gor. also ate skeet : 
an eye on the investigation, i 
“We have madè a: req rough : 
the FBIin Minnesota-to work: FDEOS- i 


ecutors-to get:as much information as 
we can if there is:ariy- possible Jotinny 
Gósch involvement in that-case;" FH 
agent Robert Keane said; ^ 

The West Des Moines Police Depart- | 
rnent-has"been ih contact with: Minne- 
sota: officials: but-is'allowing the FBT to. 
také the lead: in thé case, Lit, Lylé Mc- 
Kinney said. 

McKinney and Keane said there:have | 
been no new: leads ‘in the. Gosch 'Case,. 
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; hi i a 
the coup! "$ “SON, Johny; Jeff their [| Mi Ete id FA e resigned + 
t t, Dës Moles Hherself long ag6::6:the fact that ‘the i 
is Sunday hews-. | search:will-be-afong-oi 
` paper" route; He hasn’t been seen |'ig. some hope and the: 


ches have: 


since, jhad enough: reported: si fitings that 
` edness going to be a ter fev ar are re contineat: Arame. 


"Tt wás ai atrocity that they didn't look for. Johnny | ] . ; 
Gosch like they did for Gene Martin, At least the 
idn’t have to go through what we did, at” 
least they. didn’t, Have the added burden. of fis ighting. 
‘the system. dd 


able. day. "Y "e awful: d y; 
Noreei. Gost said i ina 


rt seeing. Johnn Fsay he has 

; long "hair, walks: with a limp, $ 

slurréd. speech and:is. now almost £. ` 

feet-tall When: they- hi e ^à sighting, 
ti 


fheni from. doing. 
*éverything in their power to fid 
their són. The effort: started. wil 
selling candy bars and’battons‘on bd 3 
Moines street corners, and it has 
progréssed ty. Or na- 
tional television; testifying: before 
ny congressional ‘céinilittees..in Wash- 
}ington and’ becoming ‘part óf a ña 
nal effort toreducatey people aboüt 
missing children. TR 


timp. 

“THs good-on'the one hand becaulle 
ye w p p Mes. Goschi 
‘said. “Buf-it’s frustrating because E 

recat tho-sáme time. 7/03 -235 


F9U/DOJ 


1 m i 

» depending on ‘how satisfactory he 
children are," Mrs. Goscli “said. 
Km Hey, the risks pretty highif they 


vestigatórs, serit 


- hired privat 
thi ut ihe hati om h held. 


ing: 


‘ abd: we can't. move.” 
{The search:took-on extra i 


in) August whef-another Des.Moines + 


‘newsboy disappeared, under ciret 

* stances éerily simitat } the Gosch 

çaše: ~ 

Eugéne Wade Märtin, 14 w: 
De: 


had gotie tora 
papers. Witnesses 


Tespónse,: there. are no-solid Tends i in 


Martin’s: casey 


Ir’ WAS ALMOST av carbon 60) 


Johriny :Gosch's disappearance. Hé 
also: "wenttoa siteet corner topick up’ . 


his.papérs. Witriesses sàw him talk- 
' Ing to a nian who séémed-drunk oF 
high, and ddenly. Johnny wasigon 

j he 


; and: the "publie É y 
: respondéd' to Martin's disap- 


pearance, Shézand:hér-husband-have ` 


been Critical of several people; 
, espécially law-enforcement officers, 
j ing for their soñandfor 
ally treat the caseas 
an-abduetion.., - 
“at Was ar: ‘atrocity t that: they: didn’ 


e m has to be | 


i $ find Johnny, the- Gosthes iai i 


fe 
flyriheirson"untikour nes'aré dist. E 


‘ing the tof he ve 


` 


John:and:Nòréen:Gosçh'have:spen: thus ears. jokihg: doriheirsorir 


Johnny, who 


t rough What. we di 
lidn'thave the added) burden 


ás'sóoti E Serdi Thel bill, 
dubbed the* Johnny. Gosch bill,” 
osches:because they. 
start looking for: 
z hours-had. passed. 


LAW ENFORCEMENT officiais- 


_ Angore can eat you upi i you. direct it inward, sọ yor 
vi don 2 care anymore fc 


"bey of the West Des Moines Police 1 


Ab Lagerpi 


"Department said they work on ‘the. 
assumption that Johnny-is. alive. 

“7 can't afford: the luxury of the: 
aries about -whether he’s. alive OF 
dead," McKinney said. " 

Working on a it. Obvic al, ihe. ips 


haye slowed d dows, ‘but We still ge get, 


\nfoxmation from all over and we 


cheek om it." 

Both meñ. refused: a comet ‘on 
the Gosches' public criticism oftheir 
.etiotts, Both said: they. wished they 

. Tiad-more positive information. 


Authorities have ót.. officially ' 


linked the fwo-boys" cases; bút the 
public-has, The two-boys were-both. 
Subjects 'of intense searches shortly 
after Martin’s disappearance. , 

+ Mrs. ‘Gogeh said she is (orit bē- 
tween being stateful: for ‘the. help 
being offered now. ant 
that it didn't.corne soóf 
she’s -angty. 


“YOU BET Tm angry, Tm as. -. 


angry as hell,".Mrs. Goseht said. 
“Some people helped us, bya large 


“hei “saying” "Yo 


. shoitld-teel’ 


d 


"IBgand Fwouldn'tdoan 
her.” 
pm man stood upat the efid ot 
orig of ‘Mts. Gosch's Speeches . and 
told her'hé thought she didit hàve.à 
sori named Johnny.anddiad:made the 

whole-thing-up for-the-fame. 

"T told him Lhoped the next. child 
taken-was-his,” she-sai it was the 
only-time shelost: her'oolig public, - 

“People with that kindof cruelty 
pain we've félt. You; 


ohmy son'sname 
then. You kiow-whatumioth 


. tosprotect their cubs,” She;said. 


“PEOPLE DON'T know the crap. ° 
the Gosches have put up swith,"Dàvis 
id," Ldon'tknow: Tow Some * people 


"Wednesday" 3. going do de. aiterrible day, m long; ; ; 
wnieful day. You always remember, but o on Sept, 5, i 


hurts al 


Sum 


' percentage: Of the people in. x Des 


Moines'condemnedus. Wefacedalot . 


of narrow-2 -mindédness.. and apathy 

this town. E left a. had. tast inny 

mouth.” 
“The: Gosches wore n 


and missing ei 
volunteer, neighbor and: clo: 
of the Gosches, shares. thë family’s. 
anger over its treatment, 

“Noreen Gosch has been force- 
feeding this state for two years. ‘about ; 
issivig-children,” Davis said. "But 
beople still. sit om their nes, they: 
ll won't-believe their-children are. 
«ia trouble," + 
“Tf noone gets. upset, nothin gets 

„done; does it? Anger can-eab you.up 
+ i youx tit inward, so you.hàve-to- 
clignnel it outside; "Mrs, Goschsaid. 

"T don't. dareanymore if’ ‘thatupsets 
. people." | 


TRÉ FAMIEY, including tie cou- 
ple'sother two-children, have had to 
bestrong. Johhny’: 's older brother afid: 
sister a?e;gorie from home, but they 
have not escáped the-ordeàl. 

“They are angry too, and: 


* enedithat this kindof ihingean- tiap- : 


perandpeoplecan réaet.so. cruelly,” 
Mrs. Goseh said. 
Her daughter was: tlie objéct of 


sómeottheunkindnessthatba$been . 


directed toward the Gosch family. 
When she‘ was. selling ‘catidy to help 
raise. money for thé detectives, a 
woman: came up-to fer and: spat ón 


peopl 


‘obvious ly: suffering. o:much,”” 
Mrs. Goschitold oi 


for groceries, 
“whats she d 
when her-boy: 

“The reason i make st any 
peóple angry is that I didn't fold. Up. 
like they’ expectéd: m to," Mss. 
Goset said. “I $i makeups 1 
still paint my fingernails, I go to 
Ay rk every day: I have take 
mortar stiots. Tve. cliribed off 4 
Gross. I warit my-son-back.”” 

But the stress. hag faken its toll. 


patties,” Mrs. Go; 
her husband: sometiim 


been downto” 
Johnny s. room. Then T4 open thed 


"s. -Gosel-said 
band have discussed whal 
peti if and- when they fin 


“WE WILLhave to bé very: dios 
and-work.to:bring-him ‘back into: Bj 
world, And of.coursethe same people 
who have been cruel to us. will be 
around to bé- cruel to hirn, We hope. 
they willat] leastliayé cofmpassionon 


.. thechitd, but weVe learned there: ate 


some ugly peoplé-out {here s cus 


FD-350 (Rev. 5-8-81) 


By FRANK. SANTIAGO: 
Réolster: ‘Stat Writer 
.. From:his Atlaritié City, N:J., home; 
Fred:phoned:ard'gaid:that-he couldn't 
forget. a. television report ‘about the 
| iwo müissing: Des: ‘Moities-area newspa- 
per carriers, that he was-dreaming 
about:them-and.was hàvibg.weird feel- 
“ings, + 

During: a.restless. September night, 
he-said-he dreamed; “There're facto- 
ries, then old:shacks-along this 


road ttack;" theri articles of clothing. 
and a mystery person: who-appears: 
from nowhere: 

Like. many"ótliers, Fred:thought’ he 
could heip authorities find: Eugene 
Martin, who: vanished: from: a:south- 
side ‘Des: Moines’ iene ie iz 


chance to tine:in Fred's dreams. 


But the p? à didn't jump. at a 
= he: got.the-brusii off, and: after 


couldr't locate the shadowy. 


' the Teads:but:the. massive: starch or 
the'boys-has:próduced little: While in- 
vestigators are: looking for-new: direc- 

ent’s hot-line 

fuere are p 


po! nes 
investigators a lot to pon about; 


at The Register with a handwritten. 
note, It said the youngsters were taken 
by:-a-6-foot abductor who “has. gray 
hait and was. wearing, Jimnaisiim 
(sic) workout;clothes:” 

"T want all the. detective wage,” tie 

penned: “He woiildn't have been found: 
5 anyorie- but. mé:hecauset survayed. 
(sic) his appearance atthe YMCA, Des. 
Moines.” 

Richard'said he wasn't interested in 
the reward’ méney. But: He-wanted'to 
be head-pressman.at the newspaper. 

A Cedar Falls man said invéstiga- 
tors. should consider full moons be- 
cause therë is a theory that. full Ines 
caus ple tolose theit-min 

eet ate disappearance was 

_two.days aftera full moon and Eugène 


— Tips in carrier sez 
come from near, far : 


: attracted fo-the-prosperoi 


Fred” 
ig. a. Des: Moines:map, héJater . 


outbuildings or railroad track: any: : 


somé of it a-tad strange, 
A-man-calling himself “Richard, the 
next president 6 USA" showed up” 


the UnitedStates. How di 


" 


(Indicato page, name of 
powspenen city and state.) 
Page 3B 
The Des Moines Register 


Des Moines, Iowa 
Date: | 10/14/84 
Edition: Morning 


UNSUB; s 
Tite? OEN DAVID GOSCH ~ VICTIM; 


UNSUB; 
EUGENE WADE MARTIN — VICTIM 
Character: KIDNAPING 


r 
Classificato 771053 
Submitting Office: OMAHA 


7-1145 


JOHNNY: 
GÒSCH 


Martin’s. disappearance-w: 
after the full méon,” he said: 

One. letter writer. spelled. out ai 
elaborate tale of haw Gosch may h have 


Indexing: 


disappeared, saying: 


migrant fan worker ^ "who was 


Des! Moines visible from: the freewaj 


He said he: went to:authorities wi 
an offer ta. operate a massage parlor’ 
thermoney; 


He then came'to- | 


youngster 3 
Were alive and: togetlier. Somewhere 


‘with-concentration:. We transport 
minds all over the world. ‘It’s like 
mental telepathy, but we:call:it the 
transportation.cf:the:mind.” - 
Many people whovclaimed:to have 
psychic: powers. said they saw the 
of places: 


FBi/00J 
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Former paper deliverer 
charged with sexual abuse 


By TOM ALEX aud TOM SUK 
‘Register Stat Writers 

Des Moines warrants of 
third-degree sexual abuse and lewd 
and lascivious acts with a child have 
been filed against Frank Sykora, 37, of 
1538 Twenty-third St., a former carri- 
er for The Des Moines Register. 

Sykora had not been taken into cus- 
tody by early today, police said. Spe- 
cific allegations outlined in the war- 
Tants were not made available. 

Private investigator Sam Soda 
chiims that for years Sykora “co- 
erted” young carriers into his apart- 
ment and had fondled some of them. 
Soda said he has had no involvement in 
the matter since giving the informa- 
tion to police who conducted an inde- 
pendent investigation. 

"It's all in the tapes, they didn't 
have to get back to me,” he said Thurs- 
day night. “It's not good to cross 
lines," 

Soda added that police "put it to- 
gether quicker than I thought." 

In a videotape made at Soda's office 
at 1123 Army Post Road, Soda said 
that Sykora “admitted sleeping with 
numerous young boys.” Asked if 
"sleeping with" was supposed to be in- 

. terpreted as sexual conduct, Soda re- 
| plied at a news conference Monday: 
"He has been sleeping with boys, 


touching boys and he masturbated one 
of the boys." 

In an interview Monday, Sykora 
said: “I told him several boys siept 
with me. 1 have one bed and they'd 
come over to spend the night for what- 
ever reason they wanted, but most had 
trouble getting up at 1 a.m." when Sy- 
kora would leave his home to make 
the newspaper deliveries. 

“They had the choice of sleeping in 
the bed or sleeping on the floor. It 
didn’t matter to me or make any dif, 
ference. 1 didn't molest any kids," Sy! 
kora said. He added that he cooper 
ated with Soda because he believed 
the private investigator was a law en- 
forcement officer and went to Sykor- 
a’s office believing it was a police sub- 
station. 

Soda said he did not misrepresent 
himself and said Sykora "knew who he 
was talking to and exactly what was 
going on.” 


Sykora worked as a carrier in the 
downtown and surrounding areas for 
seven years. During his rounds he was 
accompanied by "runners," boys he 
had hired to carry newspapers to door- 
steps from his car. Sykora has been 
fired from his job at The Register. 
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Probers gel — 
mo new clues - 
on ‘murder’ A 


By: BOB: ‘SHAW 
Register. siatt wring ^ — 7 

Towa officials investigating:the dis- - 
appearance of Des Moines Register 
carrier Johnny Gosclt had not. re- 


ceived: confirmation Thursday:that.a 


teen-age boy reportedly inutilated and. 


^itiurdezed August. 1983- in southern: 


Minnesota may:have been from/owa. 


A 10-year-old: boy: was: one: of! 
inesota children, who: téporté 
authorities. that adults forced tije. 
children: to stab. àm unidenti 
ager in à gully” near, Ji 
Site of ofa: Tash of' 33. 


year-old, whio’ ‘talked with.a. 
source; one Involved in the-sex- 


tvari- | 


Boreau:of: Crirtnal | 


investigation has assigned four agents ^ 
to.study:reports‘of. the ritualistie mur: } 


der. 


But Jowa Divisictior 
vestigation offic i 


Tiers. pues To De anit 
1982; and: "Eugene:Martin, whe 
eared Tas ast August. 


hö insisted:he: not ‘be. 
‘three: children. who. | 
el ed about themurder-were Suspect- | 
ed. of confirmed victims.of sexual ' 
in the area around Jordan, a 
miles southwest.of: Twi 


le ‘tilling and 


| participate in 

ints were arnong: those involv l. 

+ While admitting:the story about! the | 

Tpurder sounded: bizarre; and certain. 

. details of the - ‘children’s: stories. dii 

ered, the source:is confident: théyare. 
th. 


week's sleep over it" 
i: night. "But. 
‘onthe basis of whatl heard, e Qaseis: 
Certainly worth:pursuing.” 
‘The;source interviewed:one: of ` the. 
witnesses. and heard about:the:statl 
! ifents:of other: “children from invest 


gaying: n 
prevent : a ei to:child:sexual: 
abuse victims., 
“Kids are capable and. competent, 
when: ese hed about. spre are 
hey are 
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By Margaret Stafford 
.  MestDesMoines, Iowa (AP) = 
Sold candy on street corners ti E 
money. They. sent posters; aróurid: the] 
country, They hired private' investi; 
tors. They testified before Congre: 
d still: their-boy is.rnissing. 
^ Wednesday will.inark two yeats-Since- 
Noreen arid John. Gosch's 12-year-old 
son, Johüny, set out on his Sunday 
newspaper route-and never returned: 
"Wednesday's going to be.a terrible 
day .,. a long, awful day," Mrs. Gosch 
said in an interview, “You-always re- 
‘member, but on Sept, 5, it'hurts a little 
more" ^ . ~ us 
‘The Bottom Line 


] Gosh has ‘said ‘he and‘his wife would: 
‘mot cease their search “until-dur‘bones 
are dust.and-wé can’t move,” 

Their search ‘took: on extra‘incentivé | 
in August, when’ anather Des Moines | 
"paperboy disappeared-under eerily sim: 
llar.circumstances, " er es 

Eugehe'Wade-Martin; 14, had. gone to. 
a-street corner early Aug: 12:to pick-up | 
his copiés of the Des Moines: Sunday: | 
Register for delivery. ‘Witnesses. saw | 
him talkingtoa man. - E 1 

Tt almost was.a.carbon copy of Johti 
hy's disappearance. He.also had-gone.to y 

iR Street comer to. pick up his paper: 
Witnesses reported seeing hi kif 
io-a-mari ‘who-seemed:drunk: 
rugs; S "m MEC 
i Despite séarches, reward offers .of. 
more thán:$100,000 and. quick police.ac- `] 
tion; there:areno solid leads in.the:Mar- 
tin.case, $ 


After 2 Years, Gosch Disappearance 


Title: After 2 Years, 
Gosch Disappearance 
Gives Mother Reason 
Character: for Anger 
or " 
Classification: 7-1053 
Submitting Office: Omaha ` 


duction. until the 
Sid potice di 
son for 72 hours. alates | co 
-eft was. an. atrocity that they didm't | 
look for Johnny Gosch like they. didif r, 
Gene Martin,” Mrs; ‘Gosch. sai Al 
feast the Mártiñs didn’t Have tò go: 
through what we did. At least they 
didn't Have the added'burderr of fighting 
e. system." ORNA 
ws eason-fór:thie: quick atténtion:in Y: 
ithe ‘Martin: case: was, “Johnny Gosch 
ilt,” an Iowa law passed this year 
| aking it mandatory dor police to 
„search for missing people as soot as. 
" theyarerepotted, — yea 
Tow enforcement officials. say: they 
are continuing their séarchdorJohtiny. | 
“We absolutely, are still. involved im | 
that case,” said FBI agent Ji ‘ont Evans. 
“Whenever we receive’ any: infor- d 
overed; Wé are -doihg.ev- . 
i fiumanly, possible: to get that 


^ Bou 
phus said’ they were working om the” j 
-. a$sumptionthat Johnny wabalive. —... 
“f catt afford the- luxury of theories 
about whether he’s alive óP-dead," Me- 
‘Kinney-said, “We're-still working: on.it. 
Obviously, the: tips ‘have slowed. down, 
out we still: get rotano from: all 
over and we checkon it." Tes 
|j Reported sightings of Johnny Gosch 
Jatiif come in. The boy reportedly was 
seen in Florida and. Corpus Christi, 


be 


~ 


OM 7-1053 


‘Texas, last year ^m February, 
mother said: a boy who sounded like- 
Johnny. called three-times intone: might, 
sounding drugged: or injured. ‘The calis. 


y 

Ttábvhods with: him all.the time: 

Child-Pora Ring? 

"Its good off; the one hand “be 

's alive,’ Mrs. -Gosch 

“But it’s frustrating: because 

be there. at the same ‘thn 
we wil "be; 


The4 Goscttes think th 
tured for a national dl 
E "Law officers have told her that 
nt tó get -youtig oti | 


$2; 

how: satisfactory” t r 

Mrs. Gosch said, “Hey, thé risks are 
igi if they get caught, so the 

iS to be good: ua ET 


2 authorities ‘have nat official 
vil Red the: gre of ie nes i sing på , 

erbóys, but the public 
of volunteers helped search: a "both. 
bóys.aft ar Eugene disappeared. 

Mrs. Gosch ‘said she was: tom: be-" 
tween gratitude forthe help-and-ange? 
_ that it didn't: come-Soone! Mostly, she s | 


GREY D - A 


"Y bet Tm angty, 

sald “Some: people ied 
large percentage of the. ~ 
Moines conderned'us. Wataced, lot 
harrow-mirdedness and apattiy 
wn, Iefta bad.taste in-riy.mouth.” 
alias Davis, a neighbor, shares:thé* 
family’s anger. 

*Noreen' Gdsch, has. bee: done 
85 ing this state for two years abou 

issing children,” Ms, Davis said. “Buf, 
people: still sit. on. their fannies. Thel 
stl Noni "t:belléve their children are 
trouble," 

There afe two'other Goch "children: 
— Joe and Kristy, both Erowir — who 
also-Have feltthe-ordeal keenly... 
LostComposure. ? 


“They are angry; too, and frightened: 
that this-kind of thing can happen ad 


D 


? up-to getatterition, 


„a Woman. spat on her, 
mother is:disgusting; à 
is 


people cai react so -cruelly;* Mrs; 
Gosch:sai 


isty Gosch was selling candy. 
to: "help. Táise; money: for: the detectives, 
ing, “Your. 
ý uidet dà. 


eat Ste. didnt have a som named: 
Johnny and‘had made the Whole thing 


ped he ext child 
* she Said." ]t was the 
‘Hasdosthen composare fn. 


“I told hii: I 


^ But Mi osch-alšo:is-quick to- note 
the good things that havescome along. 
with thebad. 
“Werhaye: met som erful, Kind- 
"people that:-we. fiever would: haveiknowti, 
without:tht said, “Werhave:made: 
some:posith hanges elp'the 
ingchildreir and.we're.going to" pustitor 
more.” od 
| Toll'of:Stress: 
iBut the stes takes its toll th 
‘oschés. sometitnes. “are so tired b? 
t thovevanother inch;" shy 
she: can't believe her 


Ti 
Rink if's-all beei 
down to on 
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By FRANK SANTIAGO =, 
Fic RS Witter- 

Sorhe ‘psychics. Have telephoned: 
| Johnand Noreen Gosch to say that for 
$25 they. would send thé name of; &pere s 

thie 


Indexing: 


JOHNNY 


H 


people off,” says: B 
er of the. mewspaper carrier who: hag &pawned. volüntéet ‘and professional: 
{ ing for more thantwo.years... groupsiand Businesses’ ‘nationwide. Jay: 


Howell, executive ditectótof yot-for- prot Raton 


3 ‘ Center for- Missing: Chil E 
pate Qn those. alee hou Mon by a former art tex Kirvis j 
ie identifi d Mo., which will elassityand keep: 
around à Child's neck. To-hedd off ex 


ploitati ti, the Gosches-have.taken-an. 
éxtraordinary: Step and: copy! iphted 
` their.son Johnny's name, and thi mate 
tliey present atabductic 


` télevisiom: stations, which 

«afee: 2 

» A National Kid:Print Kit is offer 
yy the: Orange County. Réscüe: Unit. 7 


isemething to 
"somethifig:to put; 


runs wide spaebrusas, 
Aióng them. iş a Vi 


Ë Find Hic. of Keir Paltz NY. 
keeps the largest list of. missing 
i “Many of the-orgatiza- 


ped] been. 
victims: They get taught: Upintheir 
émotions, which eventually, upon the: 
the-return: of the-child-or the. passage 
ottime, fizzles out. It’s a tough thing-to. 


AIE-INS. | 
Page: ŠB]: 


7 Pléasé: turn’ 


LOS SFR ST TO. a 


Groups give misinformation- ee 


‘ome: Page One 
dot of stréss involved, But 


ng:tó- missing: 
childrei. or, anizations around: the 


tioned, , Howe Says, Butt 
; also: unleashed ó j 


ji ivadvantage 
ibi, parent and. 


5:50 draw 
the line between. exploitation and. 
whàtis eritétprise. Isit: wrong to gi 
put. something together to: Solve the 
problern.and:make: ‘Some money from: 
ip? 

` Clüld-Find, which ny emerged 
froin. à state: investigation of its own 
affairs, . offers. a “child-finder | kit" for 


NOREEN. 
BOSCH. 


$10. Demenkoft Says thé: motiey.j ds. 


heededito:pay. ther 
: /"Itcasts 


investigators; She say; 
atel y, " found: 


lecture on abduction awareness, tt 
asked her what-she yas doing, and. she. 
said that she was- going to-copy the 
tape:ai is them:for $25, each,” No~ 
reenGóschsáid. " 

Police were:called, js andthe woman 
was rémoved, 
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No evidence children 
'were killed in sex ring 


i By EILEEN OGINTZ 
19 Chicago Tribune 

ST. PAUL, MINN, — Minnesota and 
federal authorities announced 
Wednesday that they have found no 
evidence that any children were killed 
in-connection with an alleged sex ring 
in Scott County. 

They said investigators will concen- 
trate ali efforts on determining the 
truth about widely publicized allega- 
lions of child sex-abuse and pornogra- 
phy| by adults in the small town of 
Jorgan, southwest of Minneapolis. 

“The point is to allay the fears of the 
community,” said Richard Blay, FBI 
special agent in charge of the Minne- 
apolis division. “There appears to be 
no evidence of murders in Scott Coun- 
ty related to-the sex abuse cases.” 

Minnesota Attorney General Hubert 
Humphrey HI and John Erskine, su- 

perintendent of the state Bureau of 
Criminal Apprehension, joined Blay at 
a news conference, 

No Conclusions 


"Our actions today should not he 
seen as drawing any conclusions as to 
the validity of those allegations,” 
Humphrey said regarding the child 
sex-abuse and pornography reports, 

The murder investigation was the 
reason Scott County Prosecutor Kath- 
leen Morris suddenly dropped child 
sex-abuse charges against 21 adults 
last month. County prosecutors origi- 
nallv charged 24 adults, all from 


around Jordan, with sexually abusing 
their children and then trading them 
to others at bizarre sex parties. 

One defendant pleaded guilty, and 
the first couple to go on trial, Robert 
and Lois Bentz, were acquitted. Just 
as the second trial was getting under 
way, Morris announced she had 
dropped the cases in order to protect, 
the murder investigation. Going to 
trial on the sex-abuse charges would 
have required the disclosure of sensi- 
tive investigative documents. 

Morris’ announcement sent shock 
waves across the state, with Minnego- 
tans questioning whether guilty people 
were getting off free or innocent pé 
ple were wrongly accused. The furor 
prompted Morris to turn her cases 
over to Humphrey's office. At the 
time, the FBI and the state Bureau of 
Criminal Apprehension announced 
they were joining the investigation. 

Morris could not be reached for 
comment Wednesday. 

Defense attorneys reiterated what 
they had long maintained, that the 
murder investigation simply was a 
smokescreen to enable Morris to bow 
out of prosecuting cases she knew she 
couldn't win. 

"It was all a face-saving device,” 
said Mare Kurzman, who represents 
Greg and Jane Myers, two of the origi- 
nal defendants. The couple filed a 
»sultimillion-dollar lawsuit against 
Morris. 

“This has probably caused some 
Severe harm to some of the children," 
Kurzman said. "That's the most unfor- 
tunate thing to come out of it.” 
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Three of the child witnesses had al- 
leged that three boys between the aged 
off and 11 had been brought to the 
Jordan area, perhaps for pornographt 
ic purposes, and were killed in th 
summer of 1983 after sex parties. 

Some of the former defendants in 
the sex abuse cases were said to be in- 
volved. The children's bodies alleged- 
ly were dumped nearby, two of them 
in the Minnesota River. 

But after four weeks of intense in- 
vestigation, Erskine, Blay and Hum- 
phrey announced they could find noth- 
ing to substantiate the youngsters’ 
allegations. 

Erskine said a dozen agents had 
been working on the case full time for 
the last month. They never, however, 
dragged the Minnesota River as they 
had said they would. He indicated one 
atternpt was foiled by bad weather 
and prosecutors had decided to sto] 
the jnurder probe before a second at! 
tempt could be made. i 
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x -LwO: pa- 
perboys. and the doubl ing o! child 


lowa conference focuses 


éned:by the: kidnapping ‘oft 


lay: Two. ‘ewspaper carriers: i 
ducted while-delivering the 
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Moines iñ 198; 2 
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said Barbara: Jackson, 
lead: the: conference’ 
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‘He was:adoner, arrintrós; pective boy. | 

sitting:quietly inca Philadelphia.class- 
- room: Was he missing Des: Moines. 

newspaper carrier Eugene Martin or 

agemarkable look-alike? - 

"f, don’t wafit; to-create any false: 
hopes," sáid the South Philadelptiia 
Righ-School:teacher who: spotted the. 
youngster: in] her-classroom, “But i 

. think we may have something-hei 
{| So hegan:another of many: 
i he; 14-year-ol 


elivéring newspapers. 
south Des Moines neighborhood. 
Like the others, the tip from. thé: 
teacher who-asked that her nameuivt, 
bej published: a dead eni Themys- 
ferious boy wasnt Martin. But the, 
Woinan's-éffort:to: help: went beyond. 


i gayeniby 
want.to ‘find Matin arid. newsboy:] 
Johnny Goscli, who apparently was 
abducted Sept.5, 1982. 
Maclüne/Tip 3 
Arnorig:tlie recent, tips M — 
amr Oklahoma: man, whose: b: 
cards say his “scientific inve: 
, tións” locate unmarked grave: tes; 
. and abducted;. missing: and: lost. per- 
sons: ` 
"Using an. "éléetrómagnetie ` wave 
machine” hé ‘said he bought 
'iscónsin, the man claimed'he pláced| 
ters of tlie: youngsters iüto the ma-| 
ine, got. theif “frequencies” and. ‘de-| 
ermined. that. they were in Des! 
Moines; 


dlice didn't:show:much. Ane 


ork. 
The Philadelphia teacher: sawa post; 
office. poster announcing a reward for 
* Martin'sór Gosch’s retiirn-and report- 
edler ‘suspicions aboutthe youngster. 
"have children: also, and I know: 
- how the parents-must.suffer,”'she said 
. in.a.telephone callto The Register. 


The mysterious youngster recently 
had enrolled:in-the school, had a. Lat- 
in-sounding name and was about Mar- 
tin’s size and age, She said. 

“We didn't know muel about him. 


exceptthabhe told us he wásTrorir Cal- | 


p EUGENE. 
GOSCH MARTIN. 
H ifornia, ^ shésáid. “Ifyou disregard, his 


hair which is light [Martin’s.is dark 
brown] they-have the-same mouth; 


ear&and eyes.” 


Adding to the mystery was the; 
youngstei^s clainrthat he: had: a secret 
name, 

HT asked"hir what. x was, ‘aud. he} 


‘ saihe didn'bwanth p tell much. Then: 


Feould-have alëtter from 
id M” she said. “"MS 
2? Using-a-rusé to. get the' 
Fol ester to takea Shvsical. exam, fhe 
tedcher sent hiris to the schoot nurseto 
have him weighed and? rieasured. f iei 


: porrowéda copy. ofa school. jdentitica- 


tión photo, took- drawings: the young- 


ster had-made-and' sent.the:informa- 
tion-toDes Moines. A 


f 
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, Somes S miläritiės 


ighed: 122 pounds, 
. He was-about: 
'he-srnall plioto- 


. graph revealed a: boy who-locked: like 


Martin but whose-chin: was: founder, 


. eyes set wider: apart and eyebrows: 


; that. were shaped differently. 


bi search for Martin and Gosch | 


continués, but authorities have-i 
éred-io information that woul 


i eate. "what happened. to the: boys; 


whether the disappearances:are-con- | 
nected, who: might have’ abducted 1 


them.orif they:are dead or alive. 
Des:Moines:Police Sgt. Bil: Mullins, 
spokesman: for the itivestigation, said. 


calls .on.the: hot line (515-246-9988) 
continue, but: hey NOW ardrarin 


J- 1053 A- 50 
por 
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i Resistrstett Witter $ 
After digging! thiroiigh à &mountain.of 
Jeads-for:more-than-two.months, in- 

: find. 


"Éügené- 
Martin.grabbéd.by.a 
‘pornography ring?" 
Are’ tlie; suspected: 
. abductions, almost 


i youngsters, who vanish ive 
ering the Dés Moines Sunt pets 
alive or rdead? Š 


The iter láck of 2 
either ofthe casesshas:kept 
tors: fron Xapping ii 
claimed: behavioral: science. unit 
help: An-FBI source said the: 
ne been. called to-asséi 

Isa 


a-Suspéct. because: 5 


type:óf 
in-thes vestida who: cóntides'in.no 


ings. 


@ The wealthsof inforination fron i 
FB 5 


the-public, which: 

ihto a computer, may'fi 

Tead. Police will-have-tó: ig harder 

and deéper, some close:to:the:investi- 
hd 


gation say, for physical: elu 
hope'for a:lucky-break: 


“personality agsessineiit prow, 


‘lack of good: jeads:poiitts: to:a- 
suspected early `| 


Wayne Wi 
'frée-lance-photogr: he 
` the: iring-öf 28 mui 


! public ended: upne 
! "Geularly: the psy 


after e rien an- -enormoils, 
stakeout of the: Chattahoo hs be Hiver: 


pped and questioned:bat was; 
released, Two:dayė later, though, at- 
‘other body, that £ Nathanis Cater, 


“We didn’t put. forth, 
about what kind. of-a: person we" 
looking for,” Drolet said.of t 
Ed investigati “The  psychies 


T: They. 
we were. dealing with S01 one, 


Videt lived alone 
ents and-was probal 
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id 
Coróna attempted to cash: 
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Suteliffe, the Yorkshire ripp: 
16:Women, was discovered.afte 
legall “Son. p Sam;^Daj. 
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Climate — 
of fear 
in W.D.M.? 


By ANNE CAROTHERS-KAY 
Register Statt Writer 

Julie Mitchell is not the kind of 
woman who is easily rattled, 

Nevertheless, after two incidents of 
strangers approaching her sons, this 
"West Des Moines mother no longer 
&llows any of her four children — kin- 

eergartners to a high school student — 
to walk te school. | 

The Mitchell children aren't permit- 

| ted to play in the neighborhood park 
three blocks away without adult su- 

| pervision and their mother has been 
known to follow her 10-year-old son 

| when he goes to catch crawdads in a 
nearby creck. 

The Mitchells, and other families 
hke them, are victims of a climate of 
fear that has settled in West Des 
Moines. 

Since the disappearances of news- 
paper carriers Johnny Gosch and Ei- 
gene Martin, many West Des Moines 
families have begun to watch and 
guard their children to a degree be- 
leved unnecessary two years ago in 
this suburb of mostly upper 
middie-class neighborhoods. 

The mood of uneasiness shows itself 
1n several ways: E 

© Many children are no longdr 
allowed to walk to school alone. Ore 
mpther no longer lets her son walk to'a 
frjend’s house six blocks away. 


© Several neighborhoods have 
started procedures to “track” neigh- 
borhood children as they play at dif- 

, ferent homes. 

1  @ Several parents say their kids are 

* required to call home each time they 
arrive or leave a neighbor's home. 

9 Children who were once warned 
against trusting strangers are now 
drilled on the subject by parents who 
Stage examples of how strangers 
might try to get children into a car. 
West Des Moines schools show films 
aud bring police into the schooistedéa- 
ture on the subject. 


© in the past two months, approxi- 
mately 150 suburban families kc" 2 re- 
sponded to a tape-recorded telephone 
message that offers to register chil- 
dren on a national list. The owners of 
the company, Secure 24, located in Ur- 
bandale, say almost everyone called 
listens to fhe entire recording, even if 
they don’t respond. 

© One West Des Moines elementary 
school has begun to lock its doors dur- 
ing school hours to keep unwelcome 
visitors out. , 

The changes in West Des Moines life 

seem to be prompted in some cases by 
paranoia fueled by exaggerated tu- 
ihors of attempted abductions, andjin 
athers by simple caution. . 
* “J was not one who was really con- 
vinced that children were being sys- 
tematically taken,” said Mitchell, 500 
Twenty-fifth St., of stories of an orga- 
nized network of child abductors. 
“One side of me wants to say ‘Oh, 
come on now,’ to those stories, but an- 
other side of me says ‘1 can believe 
it’,” said Mitchell, whose watchdog at- 
titude has been prompted by personal 
experjence. 

Last spring, Mitchell said, her youn- 
gest son was approached by a man 
who told the boy he would put him ina 
McDonald's restaurant commercial if 
the child would get in the man’s van. 

jAbout the same time, she said, her 
9-Pear-old son and a friend were ap- 
proached by two people in a car while 
the boys were walking to school. Her 
son described ihe people as “twp 
grossly ugly women or two meu 
dressed as women." 

“Since that lime, no one in my house 
walks to school," said Mitchell. “I 
mainly do it for my own peace of 
mind. J have two kindergartners and T 
just can’t rest wondering whether they 
gol there or not. 

CI know that sounds bad. ... As a 
maiter of fact, itis bad when a parent 
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can't let a child do something as sim- 
pie as walk to school. It makes me 
angry that my kids can't have the 
same independence growing up that Y 
did," said Mitchell, who was raised in 
West Des Moines. 

“H bothers me that we can't live in a 
place as innocuous as West Des 
Moines without having to worry.” 

Although not everyone has reacted 
‘as the Mitchells have, parents, school 
pila and police agree that the 

ommiunity generally is worried about 
‘the safety of its children. 

West Des Moines Detective Steve 
Hoffman said the feeling of concern 
usually escalates in the fall when chil- 
dren are returning to school. 

"I think there are people who want 
to keep their kids in the house 24 hours 
a day,” said Hoffman, who works in 
the department's crime prevention 
and juvenile units, “We have to be 
careful that we don’t over-frighten 
children." 

Hoffman said he doesn't believe the 
number of attempted child abductions 
has increased in West Des Moines, but 
added that more people are reporting 
suspicious incidents to police. 

Hoffman said the reports of at- 
tempted child abductions average 
about [wo a month. Many of those 
cases are'unfounded and some of them 


in W.B.N, handling situation well 


are the fabrications of children trying 
to avoid punishment because they 
were late getting home from school. 

Many parents, such as Diane Hayes, 
Say it's hard to remain calm when ru- 
mors of attempted child snatchings 
spread so quickly. She complained 
that television and newspaper report- 
ers ignore most of these incidents, so 
parents have only the rumor mill on 
which to rely. 

“I want to know the truth," said 
Hayes, 1640 N.W. 104th St., Clive, “I 
don't want to hear some fabrication or; 
some exaggeration.” 

Doyle Miller, principal at Cross- 
roads Park Elementary School, 1050, 
Fiftieth St., said he believes West Des . 
Moines parents are handling the situa- 3 
tion well. 

"I know there's a lot of anxiety, con- 
sidering the fact that [Johnny Gosch] 
was from this area. But I'm pleased 
with the way the parents are handling 
the situation," said Miller. 

"The problem is how do we handle 
this without causing hysteria,” he said. 
“We agonize about that quite a bit. We 
hate to think that our children are 
growing up in a society where they 
can’t trust anyone.” 

Said Mitchell: "I keep thinking that 
maybe everyone will come to grips 
with this. Maybe something will hap- 
pen to change this, But untit-tien, E 
just don't want anything to happen to 
my boys because I was neglectful.” 
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Régistel Stat Writer. 
Noreen. Gosch, mother. of 


pi 

Johnny Gosch, alleged unday ‘that. a 

former Des Moines. Register émpk jy- 

ee lefi.the coinpany withoüt.picking: 
his; DA eight after Johnny ` 


Barsana ‘picture 
. ‘believes: d her- b 

working án d: newspaper" ei ‘culation: 

gepartinent pAfizina, 


[Serata a i d 


maú's name is: We 
found: that informati 
The’Des. Moines Register 
to-go through: i 

, Joseph Thornton, atlawyei of the 
Re buhe: , 


x pearane 


paper carrie! Tigene'M Marti. 


about the former 
‘Sunday because. Des. 
Sgt. William: “Mailing. ‘stated: aus 


Slie- said, “police i 
Moines: also-stated 
disappeared. We havé proven 
areurlot 


West Des. 
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wel i 
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io tackle issues 
of child safety uu 


By FRANK SANTIAGO 
Resistor Stait writer 

The state's top opinion-makers will. , 
assemble Wednesday to defuse some : 
land mines that-threaten to explode H 

Hd the notion that Iowa is a safe place for 
children. 

Gov. Terry Branstad's "Children in 
Jeopardy" conference, said to be the 
only gathering of its kind in the nation, 

Twill pick through the problems of ab- 
ductions, abuse, hunger and poverty of 
_ the state's young citizens. 1 

The one-day, by-invitation-only 
meeting will attempt to focus public 
attention on the problems and gather 
ideas'on what to do about them. 

The conference, which begins at 9 
a.m. at Drake University's Olmsted 
Center, comes in the wake of a trou- 
bling increase in reported incidents of 
exploiled children and in the wake of 
the apparent abductions of two Des 
Moines-area newspaper carriers, 
Johuny Gosch and Eugene Martin. 

The conference aiso signals that the 
state might be ready to get tough. 
Branstad has pledged that Iowa will 
lead in fighting the abuse, and he has 
said he will offer several bills to the 
Towa Legislature, among them tighter 
screening of applicants for day-care 
center licenses and tougher penalities 
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Continued from Page On 
for molesting children. He also has 
said he wants to find a way to dissemi- 
nat? information to the publie about 
missing and abused children, 

“We hope,” said Barbara Jackson, a 
spokeswoman for the Iowa Depart- 
ment of Human Services and a confer- 
ence planner, "that this will begin the 
process of learning the scope of the 
problem and what can be done. 

"We can't expect government to do 
all the problem solving,” she said. “It 
can't do it alone, It doesn't have the re- 
sources. There's got to be a higher 
awareness among people whe can 
work on local solutions.” From the 
conference, Jackson said, the organiz- 


m 


ers hope a “nublie and a private part- 
nership" will emerge. 

Invited are 500 business and gov 
ernment leaders and representatives 
irom government agencies, including 
doctors and police officers, politicians 
and newspaper editors, and educators 
and service club presidents, 

The sponsors are a cross-section of 
Towa’s public and private institutions, 
among them the Iowa Board of Re- 
gents, Department of Human Serv- 
ices, The Des Moines Register, Mere- 
dith Corp., Pioneer Hi-Bred 
International Inc. the Parent- 
Teachers Association, Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield of Iowa, Drake University, 
and the Des Moines Junior League 

Peter Edelman, a Georgetown Uni- 
versity professor of law who writes on 


Thomas Ruxiuw — 


le television 


juvenile Justice, will be the keynote 
speaker. | 

The conference, portions of which 
will be shown live on Heritage Cablev- 
ision’s Channel 4 beginning at 10 a.m., 
will include workshops on the safety of 
children and child abuse prevention. 

Join B. Rabun Jr., deputy director 
of the Washington D.C.-based Nation- 
al Cenier for Missing and Exploited 
Children, will be the speaker at one of 
the workshops. it will be televised at 
10 a.m. 

The emotional impact of poverty on 
children wil] be discussed by Nicholas 
J. Long. professor of education at 
American University, in a workshop 
moderated by Car! R. Smith, a behav- 
ioral disorders consultant for the luwa 
Department of Public Instruction. The 
workshop also will be televised by 
Heritage Cablevision. 

In the afternoon, a session on satety 
programs for children will feature 
Robert Aldrich, a University of Wash- 
ington pediatrician. The workshop 
also will be televised, as will a session 
on solutions to child abuse, which will 
feature Anne Cohn of Chicago, 111., ex- 
ecutive director of the National Com- 
mittee for the Prevention of Child 
Abuse. 

Among the other workshops are: 

* Infant and child care problems — 
Kay Myers of the Iowa Nurses’ Associ- 
ation, moderator; Dr. Lloyd J. Filer, 
University of lowa pediatrician, 
speaker. 

* Child safety in the city, sehgols, 
and counties -- Thomas R. Ruxjow, 
director of the Iowa Division of a 
nal Investigation, moderator, | Des 
Moines Police Chief William Moulder, 


Story Lounty Sheriff John F. siark. 
and Des Moines’ Phillips Traditional 
School Principal Dominick Bonanno, 
speakers. 

* The child as a victim in substance 
abuse — Anne Hawkins, KCCI-TV re- 
porter, moderator; panelists, Henry 
County Attorney Michael Riepe, 
George Belitsos of Youth and Shelter 
Services of Ames, and Pat Busick of 
Helping Services of Northeast Iowa in 
Dubuque. 

© Safety programs that work for 
children — Candace Bakke, director 
of the Iowa Department of Transpor- 
tation's pubiic transit division, moder- 
ator, and panel members, Beverly 
Richardson of the Iowa State Patrol 
crime prevention center, Des Moines 
Register safety manager Harry Bra- 
afhart, and Abigail Swan of the Uni- 
versity of Iowa child development 
clinic. ‘ 
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.Gosches angry- | 
‘about handling - 
of bone: news” 


By. FRANK! SANTIAGO: 
Register Stati Writer: 
Noreen: and: John -Goseli, s 
Monday: they were shaken and an-' 
ities didn't: keep 


til L read. in the newspaper Mont ay 
morning: that it couldn't be: Johny,” 
saidiNoreen Gosch, 

She said the incident “was typicà 
that authorities "have done very-little- 
in coordinating witli-us or: communi- 
cating with us.” She said'onothéroc 
casions: when human: remains: were 
found inthe vicinity, the family hadn't 
been told or informed.of subsequent 
developrnents;. 

“You don’t know what, this:does: 
nof te-know. Thé reason they" 


felling-us anything is probably Be- | l 
cause. they're doing nothing,” she said.- i 


Ton: Ruxloy; chief ofthe Iowa Divi- 1 
sion of Crimina? Investigation, sáid- 
the West. Des: Moines-Police Départ> 
ment håg heen the Hiaison with the 


eatice; bit: we-Haven’t had anything ef 
significance" — 

Asked: aboiit progress of'the investi 
gation, Ruxlow said, “Fromptime:to 
time: leads ‘come E and we check 
them,” 

n E ‘Goschrsaid :tliere'have: bel 3 


if meetings withthe DCI and that sh 
fad-üever met. Ruxlow nor discusse 
| fhe case ‘with him. f 


Lyle. McKinney, West Des Moin | 


- policeslieutenant, said, “Tf we would 
haye come up with something that 
would have heen connected tothe: in 

' vestigation, wwe would:háve contacted. 
the-Goscli-famity. Rather th: t 

falsé! “hopes or:cáusi any undüe-cohe 


Johühy- ogeh. 
1982, and! Martin. disappeart 
Authorities say ‘both: ‘were:appa) 
abducted, butthere have been no leads . 
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Pol finds fear for safety 
of children on rise in lowa 


First of three articles. 
By DAVID ELBERT 
Reister Sta Writer 
lowans' concerns about the safety of 
their children have increased dramat- 
ically during the past few years, a spe- 
cial lowa Poll on child safety, sex 
crimes and pornography shows. 
Two out of three adults now say 
young people are less safe today than 
, they were five years ago in such ev- 
eryday activities as walking to school, 
playing in a park and working before 
and after school. 
They say children should not be 
es to walk to school by them- 


m 


selves until they are 10 years old, 


Ic EIU HC USER UNI ITUR ECT EC SRIURIS 


: IOWA POLL 


| when most of them are in the fifth 
' grade, and all should be fingerprinted 
when they enter kindergarten. 

Much of their concern is a result of 
the mysterious disappearances of two 

: Des Moines Sunday Register newspa- 

| per carriers in less than two years. 

! Ninety-nine percent of Iowans say 
they have read or heard about Johnny 
Gosch of West Des Moines, who van- 
ished on Sept. 5, 1982, and of Eugene 
Martin of Des Moines, who hasn't been 
seen since Aug. 12. 

While the Gosch and Martin cases 
heightened concern, there are other 
reasons why parents have been herd- 
ing preschoolers into government fin- 


A new round of allegations of abuse 
of students rocks the lowa School for 
the Deaf at Council Bluffs. Details: 1B. 


gerprint clinics and demanding crimi- 
nal background checks on teachers, 
and why teachers have been alerting 
parents to the fact that suspicious per- 
sous have been sighted near schools. 
Succession of Incidents 


During the last few years a succes- 
sion of true stories has stunned once- 
trusting Iowans — preschoolers lock- 
ed in wooden cages, a school counselor 
who exposed himself to students, 
day-care workers charged with child 
abuse and adult baby-sitters charged 
with crimes ranging from murder tt 
forcing drugs and sex upon children 
barely old enough to walk. 

The outcome, the poll finds, is that 
lowans of all walks of life — from 
farm fields to factories to office build- 
ings — share a gnawing concern about 
child safety. 


Nearly nine out of 10 lowa parents” 


(86 percent) say they now are more 
strict and cautious in the supervision 
of their own children as a result of the 
kidnappings and child abuse cases, 
and many of those who say they are 
not more strict even feel the need to 
explain, “I have always been cau- 
tious.” 

Iowans, up to and including Gov. 
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JW Ao POLL VE: 
Continued from Page One 
Terry Branstad, have felt a need to do 
something, and on Wednesday, Bran- 
stad will convene the Governor's Con- 
ference on Children in Jeopardy at 
Drake University's Olmsted Center. 
The day-long conference, which has a 
$20 registration fee, features panel 
discussions on child safety, child abuse 
prevention, the effects of poverty, 
drug abuse and prenatal and day-care 
problems. 

Four Safety Measures 

our measures likely to be dis- 
cussed during the conference already 
ard endorsed overwhelmingly by 
Iowans, the poll shows: 

* Eighty-seven percent agree that 
all children should be fingerprinted by 
the state when they enter school for 
the first time. 

9 Ninety-one percent say criminal 
background checks should be required 
for teachers, day-care workers, youth 
workers and others who work regular- 
ly with children. 

© Ninety-three percent want 
courses on the dangers of kidnapping 
and sexual abuse to be required at 
public schools. 

Eighty-nine percent say the state 
shpuld publicly release the names of 
missing children within 48 hours of 
thàir disappearance. 

Five years ago, such yroposals 


would have seemed strangely foreign 
to most Iowans, but much has changed 
in the 26 months that Johnny Gosch 
has been gone. 


The baby boom generation, who are 
today's parents, once thought nothing 
of walking several blocks to kinder- 
garten by themselves. But today, the 
average age at which parents say it is 
safe for children to walk to school 
alone is 10; many say that even when 
they're older, children should walk to 
School in groups, and some say the 
path to school is never safe, according 
to the poll. 


Higher Ages 

Ages at which Iowans think it is safe 
for children to do various things with- 
out adult supervision are also higher 
than manv would have thought neces- 
sary a generation ago. 


The average age at which Iowans 
think it is safe for children to play ina 
park or go to a store alone is 11; go to 
the movies alone or with other chil- 
dren, 13; carry a morning newspaper 
route, 14; and take à part-time job that 
would involve working some after 
dark, 15. 


The special poll, which was con- 
ducted Nov. 7-12, asked: 


In general, do you feel itis more safe, less safe, 
or just as safe for young people today as it was five 
years ago when they are going Lo and [rom school, 
‘working before and after school jobs, playing out- 
side and other ACIES? 


Bey more specific, al what age would you say il 
ws sale to: 

Allow children to walk Lo and from school by 
themsetves? 

Let children play in a park or play area without 
adult supervision? 

Go to Ute store hy themselves? 

Go to the movies atone or with other children? 

Take a part tme job that would involve working 
some hours after dark? 

Work as a morning newspaper carrier? 

Various suggestions have been made concerning 
keeping children safe, Would you agree or disagree 
wth each of the following statements: 

All children should be fingerprinted by the state 
when they enter school for the first time, 

Teachers, day-care workers, youth workers and 
others who work regularly with children should be 
required to have 2 background check to find out if 
they have any previnus criminal record. 

Towa schools should be required to hold classes 
for children to tell them of the dangers of kidnap- 
ping, sexval abuse and talking to strangers, 

When children, under the age of 18, are missing 
for any reason, should Lhe state of Jowa publicly re- 
tease the names of those children within 48 hours of 
thev disappearance? 

Have you heard or read aboul the disappearance 
of Lwo Des Maines newspaper carriers? 

Have you become more strict or cautious in the 
way you supervise your children as a resull of such 
events as kidnapping and sexual abuse? 

The IOWA POLL, directed by Glenn Roberts, Is 
based on 602 Interviews with [owans 38 years of ape. 
or older. Proesstonaly trained Inlerviewers c 
tacted households with telephone numbers random: 
Wy selected by a computer, eilminating interviewers’ 
choices In selecting persons to be interviewed. 

Percentages bated on the full pol sample are 
sublect to a maximum margin of error of plus or 
minus 4 percentage points. 

‘The SOWA POLL It a registered tradomark ang 
as resutts are copyrighted. Reputiishing the IOWA 
POLL without credit to the Des Molnes Register 
and Tribune Company l1 prohibited. 

The IOWA POLL contorms to the sfandardq of 
the National Counci on Public Pos, 


MONDAY: Iowans’ attitudes about 
sexual ahuse of children. 
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ppeat is tiat son d into 
an underworld for 
sex, and. finally mür- 
dered. - 


way: Children aré 
hotegraplied: ata 
hoolyard; the pic: 
tures:are-put.into 
catalog, : anda ^ 


tomer,” usually a 


pedophile whi 


fers‘ sex with thil- ' 


dren,-makes'a.choice; Then: a miésse: 
ger returns, to steal tlie youngst 
from: a street córner ji 


van Barickman, vicé p ident Lot à 


Minnesota-baséd anti-smüt group ` 


ealled:the American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children, bès 
| lieves there are abduction rings. at 
work; and; lié-said 'he-has-s 
catalog kept byan 
| nization of pedophiles, 
Tn several public: appearances in 
' Towa; he has detáiled'the ac! ivity, say- 
ling abductors earn up to 
‘| child, that. after millions-a¥ 
“trading 
killed, ‘some of them before cameras; 
He claims. to liàvé geen one. such. 
Yanutt" filin.. 
\ Adding to-the- suspicion. is. Noreen 
osch, mottier of 
| Moines newspapér.carrier Johnny 
| Gosch, who:said'withesses saw a “job 


order'"on:the seat-of a car driven bya'. 
n lasts seen talkang to hier. son: Gosch . 


It, unfolds this ;. 


ment: agencies go a. tep fur 


” youngsters:the children-are: » 


issing West Des * 


‘The:FBL dnd:Canadian, polici 
said fi such'organized child-abduction 
ringshaye been fóund: The 
havedonelittléto calm gi 
the country, among‘them Des. 


say: thé evidence indicates the: sabe do: 
not exist, that the abductions are moře: ' 
likely th 'ork: 


ve-been many: allegati mi f| 
to our: attention; and-we've 
vestigated. them,” said Lane Bonner 
FBI. spokesthan in. Washington, D.C || 

“But ‘haven't found: nevi ‘organi: 


organized ring of ; people going: round. 
this conntry-to kidnap children: 

‘Statistics.do-not show that 
tion:rings'are-at. work; Bonner said. In. 
June:1983; the: FBI's unidentified dead 
pergon-filé- was begun to: mateh-ui 
déntified bodles"with the natton’ S 
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“made: only poenis T 
more abductions anidikillingš; there, 
would: probably be môre matches, - 
suggésté 
Currently; ‘there .are:about:65 juvé- 
in'the:nation — including! Goseh. 


the. percentage ofa 
ho are. runaways: isn’t: 


pearance of. Etan: 
anished frorn the streets. 
York, City. Like Gosch and 
sheen. 
found: In‘ trying-to Jogat y, Faw | 
officers seized: member: tip lists from 


Mar/Boy-Love As 
timent of-Bol Rhodes, à 
5 tion. 
In à recent telephone. interview, 
odės Saidithe FBhalso.used theilists 
io find:approximately 42:members-in | 
Mihnesotà, Michigan and. Indiana, 
‘whom they: questioned about tlie:dis- 
- appearance of. Joinay'Goseh: |^ 
“It was “pure harassment,” he-said: 
è “It came to nothing: and |; 
ebeen startéd. it was |! 


inoné.of 


ciation: headlined an. article, “Joli | 
lj — Phone Home!” and the grout ] 


line: In the-same issue, the group’ 
members. donot have to talk tothe 
recommended, that-they- | 


‘pot submit questioning. . 
A New Yotk.City ‘Pc 


Inent-spokesman-said: the Patz:disap- 


earancé remains under investiga: | 
tion; but: nothing hi én fouiid:that | 
would indicate what, happenéd'to:the 


youngster. The "spokesman said: the 
North: American Man/BoyiLove Asso- 
' ejation-has ‘not been- inked to th 

child's disappearance: à 


sk force ofthe Ontario. 
Jolice, said 


; somebody. an 
ne of my. toys; ti 


pu 
more’s: p Hopkins Unive 
School of Medicine isthe world’s lar 
ėst center for:the study-of pedophilia 
Its co-director, psychiatrist Fred 
ood: prostitution: óf- 


+ ten involves ek 
- from:home:dnd. then tur 
tionto support: themselves. 


léncé:among pe 


aópliiles is. Very Tare, E 
tainly: disagree. withthe ir views, but 
they aré-not people- -who.advocate. vio- 
lence,” hé:said. “its very: important! 
that they not bé seen. as a bur di 
child murderers. and: kidnappers, 
‘that’s simply not-the: case dn. the.v: 
niajority of the cases.” D» 
lAtthe Bloomington, Minm., office oH 
the American:Society for the: Preven: 
. tion of Gi elty to- Children; Barick:. 
man, thé vice president, said-thé group: 
. was ‘org ized about:a- year ago! By vok] 


lvispoker of 
were “only a has pt ‘He said he 
has no prooftthey exist. 

“j was.in Toronto. at. thé Ontári 
Provincial Police headquarters whe 
E saw the e catalog, andl was; dumb- 


ee malls, 


p. chi Fen,” 
Barielimani s 


aid. "They weremostly. 
hildrenplayis 
wasn’t spelled out." 
wiat the catalogs 'en ? out 


it was; fimi- 
-Order sérvicé 


id hé gaw. à: *snistt- 


sedly: shows ar 


"Barickman: ‘said. te operition atthe i 


4 abduci n 
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it actually: happene 
every:-case thése 
out”. - 


'e:donil t laiow of: any case wh 


We found: in 
$ were acted 
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FRANK SANTIAGO - 
inia Stati Writer U 
A 'two-mile stretch of the Chariton ` 

River will be searched by'police and 

Sheriff deputies today because a Cen- 
| terville man insists 

that he sav someone 
under a.river bridge 
-carrying a young- 
j ster who looked like 
missing Des Moines 
` newspaper carrier 
Eugene Martin. 

The sighting was 
reported two 
E months ago bit 
police showed re- 
newed interest Fri- 
day when the man, described as a high 

chop! teacher, said he wasn't satis- 
(3 with an earlier search. 


MARTIN 


The teacher, according to investiga- 
rs, was driving at the time and made 
the sighting three miles east of Cen- 
terville on Iowa Highway 2. 


——A— LL LEA 


Appanoose County Deputy Sheriff 
Larry Robinson said Sue Martin, Mar-. © 


, tin’s stepmother, was in Centerville’ 


recently "and we asked her if she was 
interested and she sald she'd get back 
tous.” 

“But we began to think about it and 
said if, she’s concerned, we're con- 
cerned, and we decided to take a 
Took,” he said. 

Robinson said the area surrounding 
the bridge was searched soon after the 
teacher’s report but nothing wás 


found. 

He said in today’s search Des 
Moines police and local deputies will 
Sweep the river banks downstream for 
about two milés. If conditions permit, 
the river will be dragged. 

Martin disappeared Aug. 12 from 
his paper route in south Des Moines, 


almost two years after Johnny Gosch , 


disappeared’ from his West Des’ 
j ++ Maines.naper route. Police have bee 
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unable to link the cases or finda trace 
f the-youngsters. s 
Meanwhile, David Eno, press secre 
tary to Iowa Senator Roger Jepséli;. 
said 5,000 reward posters picturing 
the missing boys were distributed. 
before Christmas throughout Nèg? 
York Gity:and upstate New York, ai nd, 
4,000 more have been requested. 

Posters have been Tiurig in the Né: 
York Port Authority bus depot, in post 
‘offices in the city's five boroughs arig- 
in police stations and hospitals. 

They've been circulated by ca 
drivers and letter carriers, by police 
officers who belong to Cops for Christ 
and by ex-convicts who are members* 
of Prison Fellowship, a group orgà« 
nized by Watergate figure Charles 
Colson. 

Eno said the posters also have beel 
distributed along a 400-mile stretch of 
a highway extending from New York 
ity to Montreal, 
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‘Tipott letter. — 
on missing boy 
| E ahoax 


| Moines Police:Et. LyleMcKinney said 


peared. t; i 
1984, uut ly, whi 


In-ex lafting- the 
carefully typed let- 
ter, West Des 


‘uewspape "Garrlef. for di 


òns: It: was.an ‘apparent: descrip: _ 


s. West. Des. Moines: home. shortly. 
afterihe. talked to j 


aman inhis 304 zho- 


‘Letter’s St 


-ended'the boy’ life 


‘boys; The-little: 
not leave the body. 


investigators questioned the man o 
the weekend, &nd'tlie. tiamadmitted 


^1t was-one of thos symipathietié 
things,” McKinneyzsat 


cont the 


gered‘and’pullé 
handle from the 


"[twas 


tint e cons x 
nd: that 


ppeared 
sore people-that.- 


 "Hé.saw: ré« 


olice took;anotlerlook at | 
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By! "FRANK: SANTIAGO . 


n "We« don’ (S ‘want: to] eave anything 


see what's there, including: 
robe donita make:certairk 
4 1 Gosch: 


one Marti, alo 
"There's dió: 


"Currently; the: aidtter 
, McKinney said. He [police wor t 
` disclose the location "becausedt's 
vate ‘proper! 
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Moines:Police Departnient with negli- 
gence in the investigation of the. disap: , 
peararnce of their.son; Jolinry. 

“This Case was not treated or fives: 
tigated: properly from:day:one,” the: 
-Gosches sa; 


weren 
been, 
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4 By Kathryn Haugstatter ` ‘Mor another . person's pain" 
i of The Unco Str s “The bogus pessages are only co 
i A $100 bil. with a note purportedly cating the investigation.” 5 


« Aso’ complicating the Investigation: 
¡are the law enforcement, agencies Who. 
sare supposed to be helping, Gosch said. 
‘The handling of the $100 bil found in Fin. 
‘colt Was an example, f n 
à reporter told her a 
Ji Lincota when he called 


the bill found 


‘Treasury iseal. The- words,’ *T 
"Johnny Gosch" were written in 
Gosch was 32 


i y to report thet: 
P finding of a $1 bill with a message from ¥ 


“Tim Alive,” was printed in lead pencil! 
on thé left side of the face of the $1 bill. ‘ 
The signature below it, also in lead pen-' 
Ci, was “Johnny Gosch", , 

,„ Noreen Gosch said that a Sioux City, ` 

Towa, woman sent the $1 bill to her, “as - 
one mother to another,” and requested 
anonymity, Gosch said a handwriting ex. 
pert examined the writing and told her it: 
was authentic. i j 


legitimate,’ Goschl 
are bogus! ; 


" b... page, name of 
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or 
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* Seve going to pull rank as parents”, 
«She said. "This is our son's life. We're not! 
going to play ‘games anymore.” : 


~Gosch said the-fact that-the note in: 
` Lincom was on a $100 bi gave her some 
hope that it was not another in the seties 
Of hoaxes played since the first bill was 
found, . Federal, authorities „said they 
*planned to collect and analyze the au- 
thenticity of the messages. : 
` Des:, 
: t West’ 


2, n 

nes paperboy, Eugene 
"Martin, then 13, vanished as he began his ^i 
newspaper route near his home on the . 
Cityssouhside ^ 


Sinai ZZ ii 
JUL 18 1985 
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jey JOHN HYDE 
Ot The Registers Washinton Borea 
:WASHINGTON, D.C. =. "The parents 
la missing West Des Moines newspa-] 
jper carrier..Johnny Gosch sald! 
Wednesday ‘they 
have received a 
dollar: bin with the 


gi alive" printed on it, 
At a press confer- 
ence held in the US, 
Capitol, John aid 
Noreen Gosch safd 
the dollar was found 

f uonnny | about one month ago 

€0scHli tby a woman who re- 
ceived it in change at a Sioux City su- 
permarket, 

} -The Gosches said they have had the 
bill analyzed by three handwriting ex. 
perts and are convinced the signature 
ts: genuine. John: Gosch, the boy's 
"father, said discovery of the bill has] 
‘provided “a source of additional hope” 
that Johnny ís still alive, 

Tbe. parents also said they have as- 
sembled approximately, $400,000 fn 
reward money and would be willing to 
‘negotiate a ransom. An additional 
$125,000 reward has been posted by, 

| The Des Moines Register-and Jowa! 
businesses. 


NN 


Uno Missing Carriers v — X 
Johnny disappeared in 1982 while! 
delivering the: Des- Moines Sunday 
Register in his West Des Moines neigh- 
borhood. He was then 12 years old. An« 
other Register carrier, Eugene Mar- 
tin; vanished in 1984 while delivering 
the newspaper arid remains missing. 
-Also present at the préss conference 
was Bill Coates, a Treasury Depart- 
ment employee; who said the dollar 
bill bearing the message was ín the 
possession of the Minneapolis Federal 
Reserve as of July 25; 1984. Sometime 
aftér that date, Coates said, it was dis- 
tributed to a bank in one of six north- 
gentral states. 

«Coates said the department had no 
way of determining to which state the 
bill was sent, or where it had been 
since then. “I wish we could dé more," 
he said; Coates assisted thé Gosches at 
the request of Iowa's senators. 

1 The Gosches said the bill had not 

{bees turned over to the Federal Bu- 

reau of Investigation or other law én- 

forcement authorities but would be 

{made available after the press confer- 
i 
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Sut Johnny is released unharmed: “All 


[Een from Page One we want fs our boy! back,” said Noreen Y 


} ence. John Gosch said he felt the FBI 
| had been negligent in following leads: , 
| and the family. wished to.learn a$ 
Kec Possible before relinquishing ; „are giving; us: even one-tenth. the 
DE , ‘amount of help given to the hostages 
Woman Not Idéntified t” onthe TWA plane in Beirut," said John 
The Gosches said they bad made po — Gosch. 
‘attempt to interview the supermarket Both of lowa’s senators, Charles 
clerk who bandied the bill and have Grassley and Tom Harkin, attended" 


Gosch. 

“Both parents again were critical of - 
‘efforts by law. enforcement agencies 
ite locate the boy. “We do not feel they. 


‘woman who received it in change. porters, | 
"They declined to identify the woman. '. “Organizing a search reaching far. 
The parents again pleaded for the. beyond the Iowa borders, John and~ 


taje and reiterated their promise to: experts In the sordid underworld of 
drop efforts to prosecute his abductors child kidnapping, sexual abuse and ex- 


| 'Grassley pleads with abductor to show mercy ~~ 


‘had no further contact with the: tbe press conference and spoke to re- - 


"boy's release or some word about his -.Noréen Gosch have unhappily become- tors alsó heat our voices, We plea for. 


ploitation,” Grassley said. “At my re 
quest, the Gosches have outlined their 
,gruesome. discoveries before Senate 
committees. Their investigators, fi- 
nanced at great personal- sacrifice, |. 

» have described auction houses offer- 
| ing children to.the highest bidder, 
child pornographic studios and prosti- 

! tation rings, functioning with striking |. 
+ coordination and sophistication, 


“Today we hope young Johnny has |. 
been spared the. worst of the night- 
mare: uncovered ‘by bis:parents,” 
“Grassley added. “We hope Johnny can 
“hear our voices and gain courage and 
hope. We hope his abductor, or abduc- 


them to show some trace of man i 
` kindness and compassion.” 

i “Grassley urged passage of the ct 

i “Victims Rights Act; which he intrè 
duced earlier this year. Among other 
, things, the bill would put child pornog- 
" raphy laws under, the Racketeering. 

; and Influence of Corrupt Organization 
statutés, increase penalties for crimes’ 
against children; require the attorney 
general to report on ways to protect 
children: who. testify ín court cases; 
ami: provide John or.Noreen Gosch 

1 with a seat on the board of the Nation- 

jal Missing Children’s Centet. 

i "Harkin said “missing children pres- 
ent an enormous challenge to this 
‘country, and one that must be met.” 
He and Grassley organized the press 
‘conference, at the Gosches" request, 

[because they wished to help the par- | 
‘ents in every way pestis. Harkin ex- 

iplained, - 


Jobn Gosch, of West Des Moines, holds 3 a poster asking for the return of bis 
missing son, Johnny, who was ze Registed paper carrier, during a press conter- 
ence in Washington Wednesday? Behind bim is Iowa Senator Charles Grassley. 
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JAY tong and 

frustrating. 

fo 

missing ‘newspa: 
| carrier 

Johnny. Gosch. 

has nudged au- 

thorities into yet , 

another troubling : 
*corner:. Can-the 

parents of the 
“youngster legally bypass police aad 
cut a deal with kidnappers to e 
fheir son back? 

Noreen and John Giseb of West | 
Des Moines posed that problem on 
Wednesday when they went before 

„a national audience in Washington, 
D.C., and said they.were ready: to 


pay up to,$400,060 in "reward" < 


money in exchange for the boy who. 
_ has-been missing almost-three 
years. They promised not to-file « 
chhrges against any kidnapper if a 
deal was made. 
[The main purpose of our plea,” 
‘Néreen Gosch said Thursday, “was, 
:to let the people who have Johnny 
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1 GOSH 
know that we want to negotiate to 
get and we're willing to 
"abaridon any efforts to learn of' 
‘ their identity or to see. justice done. ' 
We.just want to get our boy back 

* and walk away redit this Íssoe. 

EL! b 


Y 
bad: gotten. several: phone calis, 
Rone apparently from any abduc-_ 

' tors. 
. ?POlk County: Attorney James. 
íSmith, who would be charged with 
prosecuting -any. adductor,said, 
“I’m not sure that à deal that the 


ee y 


"Gosches make, or any! body inakes, 
ss really legally binding. $ 
“If we bave sufficient informa- 
tion to file a, 
make that decision. We normally: 
"tty to take th family’s and the vio 
tim's féelings and the police's atti- 
tude into accou: ut we have in 
the past filed-criminal charges 
-over.the victim's objections. It's 
out.tole'to protect society from 
criminal activity, Although there is 
à victim, It's an offense against so- 
ciety,” he said. 
{Smith said he didn't want to say 
. Whether the deal suggested by the . 
- Gosches was legally possible or im- 
possible, è 
` “I understand. the, frustration - 
they have, and I understand their . 
willingness to do everything. We're 
willing to do what we can to try to 
get him back. That's the most im- 
„portant thing right now,” hè said.) 
“Vdon't want the abductors to 
GOSCH 


[m turn to Page eM: 


SEARCUED pune INDEXED. 


Lies d [i e 


ropes ra, 


FBI/DOD 


Gosches hope - 
to ‘cinch’ . 
son’s return 
(Recs from PageIM | 
» think we are going to file charges or 
"we're bot going to file charges. We 


| have to cross that bridge when we get 
toit," he added, | 


.i. Noreen Gosch said she and her hus- i 


j band were “exercising our parental 
authority” in appealing for theirson. | 
“We've said to them to contact us 
; and then we'll make a deal. H [theau- , 
' thorities] don't like it and are not too. i 
‘comfortable about it; that’s too bad. 
‘It's our son, not theirs. We're willing’ 
do anything to get him back.” 
ihe $400,000 would come from.a i 
pool of reward pledges made avait- 
able to the Gosches by several individ-_ 
vals and companies, she sald. Not in- 
cluded is a $125,000 reward offered by 
-a number of companies and ‘The Des 
Moines Register for information lead- 
ing to Gosch, who disappeared in Sep-' 
tember 1982, or Eugene Martin, who 
‘vanished in August:1984. Both were 
delivering the Des, Moines Sunday.. | 
Register when they disappeared. ! 
Noreen Gosch said she was "bope- 
ful" the latest appeal “will cinch it." 
Gosch's disappearance, as was Mar- 
* t's, is an utter mystery, There have 
peen no ransom notes, not a shred of 
| information pointing the boys 
disappeared, investigators hans said 
they baye no evidence indicating the 
i Youngster fs dead or alive. 


i 


` before we turn it over.” E 


“The Gosches said Wednesdáy thég ^) 
recently Bad received.a dollar bi { 
from Sioux City that they say ' 
contained the boy's signature and the 
message, “I am alive.” A handwriting 
analyst, whom the Gosches declined to 

‘identify, determined that the sígaa- 
tare was authentic, they said, 

*We got it from a woman about a 
month ago who got it while shopping 
at a Sioux City supermarket. When she 
got home she went through the change 
and found it, She sent it to us because 
she thought- we: should: have it,” 
Noreen Gosch said. i 

Noreen Gosch declined to identify | 

: the woman saying she didn't.want her ' 
to be harassed, ‘The bill hasn't been , 
turned over to authorities. 1 

Sioux City Police Lt. Mike Larson, 
Sb. "We know nothing about it. 

Th2’s n-0-t-h-i-n-g." He said police 
there had made some inquiries bot; | 
Jearned nothing. 

West Des Moine Police Lt. Lyle Me- 
Kinney, who has led the police investi- 
gation, said he hasn't seen the bill and 
didn't want to comment, "Our concern | 
ifs the safe return of the boy, We'll deal: 
with other matters later," he said. 

Gosch said she has kept the bill be- 
cause the authorities “have screwed 
up and messed up what we've tried to 
do before.” ' 

“When you give them something 
you never bear about it again,” she 
said. “We've decided to get as much 
information about this as we cannow 
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What could be more cruel than a 
hoax directed at the family of a miss- 
ing child? 

John and Noreen Gosch of Des 

Moines, whose son, Johnny, has been 
missing since Sept, 5, 1982, have reason 
10 believe that some warped person — 
or persons — has used them as the 
target of a hoax, 
, -À $1 bill recently surfaced with the 
handwritten message, "I am alive. 
Johnny Gosch." Mr, ànd Mrs, Gosch 
believe — and three handwriting anas 
lysts concur — that the message was 
indeed written by their missing son, 

Then another $1 bil tumed up in 
Grinnell, Iowa. It carried the mes- 
sage: "I'm Alive, Johnny Gosch." Mrs. 
Gosch says she doubts that the second 
note was written by her son. 


f - 
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Still another message, similar to the 
others, was found in Lincoln Monde 
"on a $100 bill, Police and Mrs. 
say this note is also probably a hoax. 

“J think there will be some bo; 
bills showing up” around Iowa, Mrs. 
Gosch said after the note turned Up in, 
Grinnell. “I think we'll be seeing à few 
kooks come out with their versions,” 


“Kook” is too kind an expression for 
someone who would exploit the agony 
of others for his own twisted amdse- 
ment. ` 
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Missing Carrier's Trail Still Cold a Year La ter 
Des Moines (AP) — One year later, M 1 
young Euj rtin still is missin; 
An inital food of tps, countless 
Searches by. volunteers and and 
even predictions from psychis have 
failed to bring authorities any closer to 
-hnding the boy who vanished Aug. 12, 
1984, from his newspaper route, E 
Nee ed ^ dies year 
ago. We get rts of tings, It's 
basically ata Sandel There's Mong 
developing,” said Des Moines Police . 


~] nearly two years earlier, 
However, authorities have not estab- 
Tished a link between the two cases, 
$125,000 Reward Offered 
Gosch also has yet to be found, and a 
reward fund totaling some $125,000 has 
been established by various businesses 
for information leading to the recovery 
ofeither youth, ` 
Gosch's parents, Johntand Noréen, 
ha ined national attentiopin their 
|; seaith for their son, : 


3 n 
. "They have appeared on tel talk 
J Shows and have been to Washington to 


money through the sale of “Help Find, 
Johnny Gosch" candy bars to help pay 


for private detectives ——__ 


285 | 


revoo? 


; Givorced a few 
į vanished, 


$ 
D 


(“Through persistent criticism of local’ Moines police officer, to help find the. 
Slaw ‘enforcement efforts, the Gosches; boy, But Martin said he fired the man 


"the animosity, bowever, 


bod boy's abduction. bas changed their. _ Said the family received an ancoyrious 
VES, 
4 "We used to 


Dut 


a 


son's — in the news media for investigator didn't tum up any leads. 


Donald and Janis Martin, , 5 About six i months: ago, į police: ane 
ho were married 13 years before they ' nounced were looking for two men 
months before theit son : 3 


Martin works at a warehouse while: “well'as -releastn, s the description of a- 
, Janis Martin has moved.to the city's; car sj y 
j east side with three of her children... ^ 
` "Fence; Padlock: ^. > Last month, a Seattle, Wash, truck 
Both say they don't keep in contact driver. reported seeing the. Martin boy 
- much, and Janis Marte presen E in the company of a man and a we 
“terness toward" Ma; 


It's second wife, poii ina MA f n 
» Sue, who retums the: feeling. Despite auto wi California license plates; 


Tucson, 
out every weekend, Ariz. who thouglit.he saw Gene with 
now if.we & Out wè Come right another boy.” ' 


} \wajs koking over Shoulder. I've got 
$ a fence and a padioci around the house, 
" and we keep the windows shut all the 
; time — even*when hot," she 
Pese. TE yt 
y; YH someone's in my yard, J better} 
f Know them! I wouldn't hesitate shooting 
anyone". DO | 
| ue Marin said she his abet hen 
| is alive, oo 
D be che “fe out thers, lts. ike: 


` Don and Sué Martin tase year hired a- 
private’ investigator, a ‘former’ Des 


their name — because it ‘was too expensive and the 
There have been glimmers of hope, 


y Wanted for questioning — in 
Se mene $ PTR 


car ly driven by the men. Po- 
“Tee said that lead fizzled, 


al three agree. And about two weeks ago, Sue Nin 
telephone call from a man in: 


: Like the Gosches, the Maitins ox 
press disgust with the authorities, 

f re no`fárther along than day" 
A Rod. said. “As fat as we're 
sobnceraed, they're not even looking” © it 

Don'Martin said the, FBI-has been fad yos 
“Ree hawing” around on the latest tips, - 5, We Pan ji 
‘a claim disputed by: the FBI office in' Asked if thé FBI'was any closer tè 
" hic verses Operations in solving the case, Wiley said: “Well. we 
Towa and Nebraska. . ^ haven't found -the ‘kid There's not.a. 

"Weihave sightings of: Martin and, whole lot else to say,” | 
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' The FBI bas issued an arrest war- 
rant for a 19-year-old Michigan man 
* who allegedly defrauded the family of 
Johnny out of i 
t $11,000 by prom 

ing to find the 

missing Des Moines 

Register newspaper 
: Carrier, federal offi- 
: cials said Tuesday. 

Noreen Gosch, the 
‘boy's mother, said 
iater that the FBI's 
:announcement had $ 
[placed her family’s NOREEN 
; lives in jeopardy and GOSCH 
that she and her husband, John, were 
sealing back their efforts to find their 
son. She said they were “withdrawing” 
from the active search and would only 
continue “as the leads come in.” 
FBI officials said Robert Herran 

{Meier II of Saginaw, Mich., also 
known as Samuel Forbes Dakota, has 
been charged-with wire fraud after al- 


'Gosches may end active 
aunt for son after swindle 


i By NICK LAMBERTO and FRANK SANTIAGO 
3 Register Start Writers. 


legedly obtaining $11,000 from the 
Gosches after a secret meeting at the 
Kansas City, Mo., airport July 14. 
Agent David Oxler said in a federal 
court affidavit accompanying the 
fraud charge that Noreen Gosch told 
FBI agents on July 26 that she had re- 
ceived a telephone call from a person 
claiming he could return ber son in èx- 
change for a fee. 7 k 
Oxier said the Kansas City meeting 
was arranged, and a inan identifying 
himself as Dakota told the Gosches 
there that Johnny Gosch had been kid- 
napped by Hell’s Angels motorcycle 
club members and was being held In 
Mexico City, Mexico, by a man named 
Enrico Gonzales. Gonzales was said to 
have bought the youth for $5,000, Ox- 


ler said. 
' Dakota asked for money, and the 


Gosches later wired bim four $2,500 
~ cashier's checks and a $1,000 money 
E G GOSCH 
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Gosch family ‘scared to. death’ now © 


Continued from Page One 
order ‘from: the: Help:Find ` Sobniy. 
Gosch Fund, Oxler said federal inves- 
tigators Were told that payment was | 
to be followed by $100,000, which was, 
to be wired toa Bahama bank account: 
by the Gosches. ' 

Noreen Gosch told FBI agents that! 
She received à phone call from Dakota. 
on July 24 saying that the rescue at- 
tempt in Mexico bad failed and that 
three of Dakota’s associates and Gon- 
zales’ wife and son had been killed in a . 
shoot-out. Dakota told Noreen Gosch: 


Mich., where another rescue attempt 
would be made, Oxler said: 

“The Gosches were: to‘travel ito 
Cleveland, Ohio, on July 28to get their 


agents were sent to the site of the ex: 
change, which did not take place, Ox- 
ler said, 

“Sunday, FBI agents located’ Meler, . 
andhe ‘admitted: contacting -the- 
Gosches by. telephone and meeting, 
with them in Missouri in July, Oxler. 
said? Meier also admitted receiving . 
money to bé used for Jeune thelr 
son, Oxler said. i 
No Shoot-Out: 


But the agent said an FBI investiga- . 

tion found that no shoot-out matching 

`J the one described to the Gosches had: 
occurred in Mexico City. 

It was not immediately clear how- 
the FBI found Meier or why be was 
permitted to leave after being ques- 
tioned. 


-Beck of Des Moines said of the Michi- 
gan man: “There is no indication in the 
FBI investigation that Mefer knew,. 
‘bad: seen, or had any information con- 
cerning the disappearance of Johnny 
‘Gosch,” who vanished Sept. 5; 1982, as - 
' he started to deliver his Sunday Regis- 
ter newspaper route. 

i Noreen Gosch told reporters Tues~ 
<day that Meier had called her ‘after the 
‘family’s nationwide offer several days. 

éarlier.to pay a $400,000 ransom for 
their son. “He told;us about a scar 
Johnny had on his ankle and about a. 
' vehicle that was in the area when 


] Johnny disappeared,” she said. “We 


-don't know where he got that informa- 
"tion, but it sounded like good informa: 
tion because it was true.” 

Knew of Scar ! 
i The Gosches agreed:to pay: the 
:$11,000 In "up front money" after. he 
“told them about their son's scar and 
the vehícle; Noreen Gosch said. The 
couple met with hint at an airport cof- 
. fee shop for two hours.. 

Noreen Gosch said the FBI 
nouncement of the Meiér arrest wa 
rant had put the family In jeopardy. 
“He told us not to go to the police. He 
said he wouldn't hesitate to blow. US 
away, and wè wouldn't see ‘Johnny 
alive again" she said! 

'*'I can't take it anymore,” she sald 
“at a press conference in the family’s 
home at 1004 Forty-fifth St-in West > 
Des Moines. She sald: she had/re 
eet police protection for her fai 

ay. 


*Gosch said the FBI's announcement 


was “dirty pool a andthat dealing with. - 


the agency was “becoming more than, 


b adit US. Aitorey desepi^ , E ean bear. We cannot fight the FBI: 


anymore.” 
V, She added: “So I have another an-” 


:nouncement to make. ics with reluc- 
stance that (once Meier is in custody), 
“that:fs'the end: of our. search: for 
. Johnny. We are pulling out. We cannot 
: we raising the money it tákes" to 
keep the investigation active, she said? 


“Scared to Death” f 

“The money he wanted up. front was 
«part of a ransom, not a fee. The men- 
tion of the Hell's Angels by the FBI 
has put our.whole family in danger, 
"We're scared to death,” she said, 


“We notified the FBI about the time 
and place of ‘the exchange 2 rand coppers 
it when we didn't re- 
-ceive a phone call we were supposed 
sto-from‘the man, we didn't fly to 
Cleveland.” 
“During: fhe ‘Kansas City ‘airport 
meeting; John Gosch handed Meier a 
EWA: light schedule. and surrepti- 
"tiously: Sptatned this fingerprints: 
Gosch later put thé pamphlet ina plas- 
‘tle bag and gave it to the FBI: 
à the $11,000 has 
ed. “But, frankly, I 
“don't care," she said, “It came from 
:selling candy bars and paving garage 
.sáles. We may have valid information 
eut “of this: På doit again d 
:Gosch.saíd: she did not know i 
‘Meier's claims were true that her son 
was taken to Mexico. “But there was a 

: fot worth checking into,” she said. 


:A letter. the Gosches received from | 
Meier was turned over to the FBI Fri-| 
day, Oxler said, In it; Meer repeated 
rt:of the foformation he: told-the, 
osches in July, the agent said: There | 
»also was a note with the lettér stating 

„that Meier had died from the gunshot 
wounds supposedly suffered i ‘a Mexi- 
100, Oxler said. 
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Des, Moines (AP) = "Ihe mother ot 

missing mewspa] carrier Johnny 
Gosch said Tuesday that the FBI was 
pollmg a “grandstand” move by am 
founcing an arrest warrant for a Michi 
gan man al involved in the disap- 
pearance of er son. She said she is 
“pulling out" of the search. 
James F. Ahearn, special agent in 
charge of the FBI office for Iowa and 
Nebraska, said Robert Herman Meier 
11, 19, of Saginaw, Mich., also known as 
Samuel F. Dakota, was being sought on 
see fraud by wire. 

FBI spokesman Charles R. Wiley 
sya Meier is accused of taking $10,000 
from the Gosch boy's parents, asking 
for $100,000 more and promising to re- 
tum their son, who was last seen Sept. 
5, 1982, as he was about to begin his 
newspaper route, r4 


Mrs. Gosch Puling Ouf 


Clipping in Space Below) 


Noreen Gosch, who, with her bus- 
band, John, has long been critical of 
authorities’ efforts to find her son, said 
she was upset with the FBI because it 
released the information without telling 
her family. 

She said Nesta amin a geod 
was designed to “put them in a 
light. Its a grandstand move.” 

^I can understand the press release 
to flush him out," Mrs, Gosch said, “but 
they left out some of the details, and 
kh didn't tell us they were releasing 

“The FBI also failed to say in their 
release .., that the man had infor- 
mation they and the police didn’t,” she 
seid. "Some of that information im 
volved another vehicle that was used" 
in the abduction. 


She said Meier told them that there 


of Search for Son 
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were three others involved in thüjgb- 
duction of her son. a 

“Dakota described a scar on John- 
ny’s ankle that no one else knew aout. 

le came to us with good, credible infor- 
mation," 

However, ^He made threats against 
our life if we contacted authorities," 
she said. 

Mrs. Gosch said that the FBI's re 
lease was “dirty pool," and that dealing 
with the agency was "becoming more 
than I can bear. We cannot fight the 
FBI anymore.” 

“So Í have another announcement; to 
make. It's with reluctance that once 
this lead js resolved (once Meier is in 
custody), that is the end of our search 
for Johnny. We are pulling out." We 
cannot continue raising the money it 


takes" to keep the investigation active. 


FeUDOJ 
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By ‘David Thompson” . 


a Su Writer ` 


‘ah "who allegedly Aitked: $10,000 from 
he: fund set-up to help find. Johnny 
Gosch, a: De$ Moines ‘poy who disap- 
peared nearly three years ago. 

Robert Herman Meier I ex Saginaw, 


Dakota" 
p sald Meier, who gave only the 
sname Dakota," offered to find the 


Suspect Soughti in in Gosch Fund Bilking | 


youngster 
rif he was paid $10,000 in cash; 


« The FBI is looking for antbyearold ant $100,000 wired to a bank account ‘allegedly “holding .the ‘Gosch :boy also 


a 
Es 
Tetum him to his parents ‘ who Said that the mission had failed and , 


-that three of his confederates had been 
After the rescue, he said, he would)": ‘Killed The wife-and son ofthe mat 


hithe Baharas, ‘Ahearn and Tornet were kilediin a shootout, “Dakota” 


Mich, allegedly told the parents of 
ey Gosch that-the hild had been. 


i BUS Ds ‘according to ements fied ^ 


U.S. District Court io Des Moines. - 


sd er we bas been” car told Mrs. Gosch, 
. eri bas with ‘wire " Conversation. 
fraud by obtaining rough false —— “pakota" told the Gosches he would - 


have their soa four days later, Ip 
in Cleveland, Mrs, Gosch contacted the’ 
FBI July 26 and fold them of the con 


* Later. the-same day, the 


vérsation, 
The Gosches did not go to Cleveland. 4 
‘The FRI staked out the place where the, 
child was to have been tumed over, but 
no exchange took place, 
‘The FBI later questioned Meier, ‘also! * 
Xnovn as Samuel-F, Dakota, and he 


's mother, July 14 in Des Moines and 
fered to rescue and retum the child. 
parents met 
Bim at an airport in Missouri and paid: 


Mam Gosch SAM she received a 


- telephone cali uy, 2A from “Dakota,” 


| mua. 1985 | 


Ful — Ono 


Fovoos 


o 


] St. Louis 
During the interview, Meier said the 


Gosches paid him.money at the St. 


Louis airport, Abeam said. 

Mrs. Gosch told FBI agents that the 

‘cash exchange had occurred at Kansas 
- City International Airport but later said 
jt took place in St, Louis, Wiley said. 

Aheam seid FBI agents have deter- 
mined that there was no shootout-in 
Mexico that would match the de- 
scription given by Meier. 

‘The Gosches also tumed over to the 
FBl a letter from Meier in which he 
related the details of the Mexico City 
shoot-out, ] . 

Interview 

The parents also gave authorities a 
note from a man who said he was & 
friend of Meier, The note said Meier 
later died of gunshot wounds suffered: 
during the rescue attempt, Authorities 

js, however, that they interviewed 
Meier several days after the Gosches 
! tumed the note over to the FBI, «s 
| Johany Gosch, then 12 years old, dis- 
H appead the moming of Sept, 5, 1992, 
j as hé was about to begin his newspaper 
route in West Des Moines, ' 
investigation into ‘the disap- 
; of the Gosch boy is continu. 
; ing, and every effort is being made to 
, locate the individual or individuals re 
sponsible, Wiley said, 
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osch alive, ^ 


|| Johnny: 
fugiae 


By BLAIR KAMIN © f 
Register Statt Writer i 

A Michigan man suspected of de~ | 
`frauding the family of missing news- 

paper carrier. Johnny Gosch failed to 
carry out a promise to surrender to 
.FBE agents Wednesday and was still 
staying at a Canadian motel across the 
river from Detroit, Mich. ` 


An FBI spokesman said US. law of- 
ficers had no jurisdiction to arrest the 
| man, Robert Herman Meier.H,'19, of. 
Saginaw, Mich., while he - wasn: 
Canada. The spokesman said that the 
-FBI had initiated steps. that would 
allow Canadian authoritlés to take 
‘Meier into cüstody*and return bim 
"from Windso v Ontario, to the United: 
States: 


rest had been inadeas ofearly 
esday night. 
The FBI announced Tuesday that it 
‘had issued a warrant for Meier’s ar- 
„rest, charging. him with defrauding 
- Jobn and Noreen Gosch of West Des 
: Moines by promising to find their son, 
«who disappeared Sept, 5, 1982, while 
„preparing to deliver the Des Moines 
Register, Meier. was accused 
$11,000 from the Gosches, 
after. secret meeting at the Kansas 
iW E. Mo, airport on July 14, 

AMeier told the Windsor Star news: 

due this week that be would 

der. to FBI agents in Detroit at moon 
Wedsesday: But he changed his mind 


tells reporter 


(indicate page, name of 

newspaper, city and state.) 
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SEARCHES NEEXES 


Sek. ZF, 


[TT 4 > aman 


( Angels’ inyolyent^^t 
Would emiegement own life. "I fot. 
as well ake a gan to my head and! 
blow my; out,” be said, 

Meier was Interviewed | 
day by ti Saginaw, but w: 
arrested IN agents had pi | 
obtained a ant. He said th 
called back:i id they wanted! | 


meet again. 

“That clued me," Meier said, addirig | 
that “they didn't move quick enough : 
because it was nine hours after I was 
Supposed to meet them that J crossed 
the border, and I crossed the border 
without any problems.” 

His story about Johnny Gosch's 
Whpreabouts was greeted with dep 
skepticism by tbe FBI. "He's never 

in Mexico,” growled one FBI 
agent in the district office in Omaha. 

Noreen Gosch said she wasn’t sire 
about Meier's story but that he had 


ear that the vereris | 


i 


apparently. after being advised to 

í obtain legal advice first. 

i: Meier spoke with FBI agents after 
‘arriving in Windsor, according to Rob- 
ert Kéane, an FBI agent in Des 
Moines, Keane said agents in Michi- 
gan “were trying to negotiate his turn- 
ing himself over.” Keane said he did 
not know who initiated those negotia- 
tions., 

-FBi agents initially located Meier 
Sunday in Saginaw, where, according 
to agent David Oxler of Des Moines, he 
admitted contacting the Gosches by 
telephone and meeting with them in 
Missouri in July. Meier also admitted 
receiving money to be used for locat- 
ing their son, Oxler said. 

Keane said agents interviewed 
Meier in Saginaw, Asked why Meier 
was permitted to leave after question- 
ing, Keane said FBI agents needed a 
warrant before they could arrest him. 

Monday, the day after being ques- 
tioned by the FBI, Meier checked in at 
the Canadianna Motel in Windsor, ac- 

ding to desk clerk Persa Samanc, 
said Meier registered under his 
own name and was driving a motorcy- 
Cle, Wednesday evening, she said, 
Meier told her he was going out for 
dinner and a haircut. His motorcycle 


remained in front of bis room, 


n 


‘tuesdays that 


said. 
Noreen Gosch said 


! Meier, also known as Samuel Forbes 


Dakota, first called her after the farrit- 
ly’s nationwide offer to pay a $40,000 
ransom for their son. She arranged the ! 
July 14 meeting in Kansas City. D 
Ing that meeting, a man identifying j 
himself as Dakota told the Goschés 
that their son had been kidnapped by 
Hell’s Angels motorcycle club mem- 
bers and was being held in Mexico 
City, Mexico. A Mexico City man 
named Enrico Gonzales was said to 
have bought the youth from the motor: ' 
cyclists for $5,000, ve 
The Gosches later wired Dakota | 
four $2,500 cashier’s checks anda ' 
$1,000 money order. Noreen Gosth ' 
told FBI agents that Dakota called hèr 
again July 24, saying that a rescue a. | 
tempt in Mexico had failed and that 
three rescuers bad been killed inta 
shoot-out. An FBI investigation found, 


“however, that no shoot-out matchiag 


the one decribed to the Gosches oc- 
curred in Mexico City. E 
Dakota also told the Gosches that 
Gonzales had fled to Dearborn, Mif, 
where another rescue attempt would 
be made, The Gosches were to trayei 
to Cleveland, Ohio, July 28 to get ttgir 
son. The couple alerted the FBI, and 
agents were sent to the meeting site 
there but fö @xCnaffRe occurred. 


iven "important" details that hadat "T mightas well ` : 


ed In the neighborhood Sept/4, 1982, 
when the boy disappeared. " . 

But Meier said it was the Gosches 
“have Very good reason to krów: 020 told him about the scar, " itive 
a Teast "d jer was evasive about a i 
"that Joliniy Gosch is alive?” rd = 
;,, That statement, part of a 45-minute - 
‘interview with The Register, was: 
“made by 19-yeár-old Robert Herman: 
Meier TL. of Saginaw, Mich, who is: | 
‘being sought by the FBI in connection ` 
-with an alleged extortion plot involv- 
‘ing -abducted! newspaper carrier 
Johnny Gosch of West Des Moines. 

Meier was reached by telephone 

ednésday morning at the Capadian- 

na Motel in Windsor, Ontario, after a 
“newspaper there informed The Regis- 
"ter that-Meier was In that Canadian 
city, 
" 'Meleris wanted for allegedly swin- 
dling the boy's “parents, Johnand 
Noreen Gosch, out of $11,000 that they 
-Sent to him:for what they: thought 
Would lead to the return of théir son, 
“who Was 12 years old when hé disap- 
ipeared"from his newspaper route 
-three years ago, ' yi 

In the interview Wednesday, Meier 
‘told a fantastic tale, none of which can : 
‘be confirmed." He claimed to now 

that Gosch was alive, binticy that he 
' hadiseén:Gosch two months/ago in 

Mexico, “At .thát- time, hetv[aimed, ; 

3 Fy veing held in a house with ' 

oih bhi 


5 ht indie, {tcen publicized before. They Licluded ort 
i : Sought for ve à sat Johnny bad oa an ankle [com à itakea gun tomy: 
E an iS € B] dU T ES ; 
sanaga blue ven that Sas beleved tobe baik. ‘head'and ‘blow my. . 


4 el a 
‘brains out.’ 
i E ] T 
P at the border, If you (expletive) 
4 is ive arrangement by notify- 

identification of Gosch. He'sald be | pro eridre dirangemént by notify 

scouted the house where Gosch was | 3 Q. Imi not a poli teman; Bob. I'm a 
being held but didn’t get close enough deo T for The Des Moines Register. 
to see the boy. He sáid/ however; that Pi eerte D them (the Wind 
he was told thé boy was Gosch. ‘Rewspaper) the interview. ; 
? Meier fs a-slightly heavy, blond, +: Q- It's already in the paper vp there, 
blue-eyed'man who appears to be J haven't seen'it, Tin in Towa. The 
modestly ‘dréssed,\ a fag '-to | Story is already out, 

j 


Noreen Gosch:who, along with:her | ju thie sadness? -© 
husband, met with him at the Kansas 1 -Q. No; no, no. Just the interview 
City Jaternational Airport Jur u ie des yourself in. ^ 
"discuss details of the alleged rese: 1 rplet b 
plan. Meier has tattoos on bis arms im , ] Qe rine 00 guys work fast 
icluding one, Noreen Gosch said, that is ody where you are. I just want to 
flabeled “Maltese Falcon, Know what got you interested in the 
d The following is a complete tran- | o © 
ipt of The Register’s interview with | te tror Des Moines here, Why are you 
{Meier Per i nterestêd in turning yourself in? The 
4 Question: Rob? NE td far 
‘Answer: Who's asking? | 
Q; I'm Frank Santiago, a reporter. | $ olted about thess things hap 


ifor The Des Moines Register., — i pes and that’s why you wanted to 


i 
H A.What'sthe name again? Ip them out, P 
2 Q Frank santlago. 3 -A! Well, look; it was like this. Origi- 
3 -A. How di me? aboosa, : 
1$ 1 understood that you talked to à; peed to be 
newspaper there in Windsor. P 

j AHowdidyoufindme? — .'! 

1 i Q.5e talked to some people there. 
i à ‘A.(After a long hesitation) .. , I saíd 
d 


Wally, this thing was s 


5 


h ' and being kept, “not un- d self in*o the 
stig the xay you would keera x. was going to turn myse eee 


—ÀMÀ 


eee 


valid. I was a front man. | wanted the- 


hea the money was received, 

the güy who was setting it up got (e: 
letive) because it wasn't enough. He 
"knest what he would have needed'to 
pull it eti and it Wasn't enoughi-He 
-said he wasn’ 
he wasp't going to do it, I was goink | 
burn So I blew it off andran,  ' 


“Q, 
to somebody else? i 
A; At this point in time i don't want 
^to comment about tha 


b your intor} : 
Isit good infor- {< 


. What makes you sà: hat? The 


Ín Iowa |; 


“see anything to it: What information 
1 do you have about the boy?' 
A 


fo do HI said M |: 


aa 


à 
i 


J right now, mm tell you the {i May be in Mexico 


"plain truth, The FBI is not going to ac-, 
memati one way or another if that 
formation Ís good.or:bad: What'I 
now" is that'if this 1 tion js 
leaked to the the people will not 
< Only go underground but that the odds 
' are about 99 percent they'll put a hit 
-onine, 
Q. So what basically can you tell 


, ume? Where is the boy? Is he in Mexi- 
co? ' . s 


A.He ts. 
i low do you know that? Have you 
seen him: 
A. 'drather not say until I've talked 
with a lawyer. ^ 
* Q. Where in Mexico is he’ 
A.TheFBl knows. | 
Q. Are they felling us the truth, that 
it's Mexico City? 
A. Probably The reason why] 
gave an interview is 1 don't want BS. 
"Spread to the press. i want fhem to 
know, 
; “1 Q.What do you ra the peo 
down here to know, Including (ee fa fats 


T mat it was too late, That it bad [^ 


_ gone too far: Thad po control over the |! 


Situation ——— 


ioe ithér-way:I would have 

» S0 I decided to play 

:the game. I really don't know that 1, 
shotld be talking toyow *f . 

?Q. a his is really a big case; 

care two oe 


«ing down heré? Why did they pick him 
ith him? | 


out?-What áré they doi 
E w did he get down 
how did you come a 


“Where did you‘get this inform: 
:about the scar on Goknoys) ankle you’ 


AY 
«what I Say and what I do they are go- 
ting to bring mé to Des Moi 


and Pm 
not going to get a fair trial,” 
j Q. What do you want to say, then? 
A. You see the point is that informa- 
ion has come to me in the past few 
bourg that is very important that Ido 
talking to you about specifics. 
Q. OK. What do you plan to dojere? 
‘Turn yourself jn at the border?) i" 
5 can tell you exactly what.will, 
appen. I can help you out there. The 
gent I talked to is special agent Stan 


"Walker. They're going to pick mé up, 


1S uffice it to. say, 
Lhavereasonto’ ; 


believe that. i. 
he's alive? 


take meto Bay City, Mich; toa feder- 
al marshal and bold me there. I should 
be there and then go on to Milan, the 
federal penitentiary, and then they'll 
try and work ex(radition and get me La 
Des Moines. 

Q. This Ei the deal you worked out 
with them’ 

AL No. his. ig what they told me 
;they're going to do. 

^*Q.0K. Why are you turning yourself, J 


Amy À 


d Bob. What edi to the toy? 
"We'd like'to know; Without putting, 
: anybody on the spot and éndangering 
yourself, Tell ug what! yo 
"Where did you get'the informa ion 
„about the scar and the van? 

‘A. Gosches ls where I got the infor- 

imation on the scar. 

Q. They said they got it from you. 

A.I know nothing about that. That's 
(expletive). 

Q. They told you that? 

A. That's right. M 

Q: Where did you get the torma- 
{gion about the van? 

RA me the guy who set thewhole , 


| ts OK. You cm the guy es set. 
kidnay up? 
€ Kidnapping yo was going to set 
| up the retrieval. Getting the kid back. 
Mibi 


j 
i 


^ it?” 


"Who ai are these ple? 
Am intérested ia tels" 

A. Why do you work for a 'héwspa- | 
per? Because it makes money, right? 
And it’s not just boys they pick up. 

1Q. Anyway, this guy is involved init 
: e lives In Houston: Did he live up 


"truth oF fust leading you on? 
A: I have no reason to believe he ZA 


A.: Suffice it to say that I have very. 
: good reason to know that he's alive, 
ÈQ. Tell me why. This is very d 
fanthere. —. 
‘A. (Hesi ). 
; Give me one bit. of a clue, one bit 
of information that you really know. 
A. You realize what I say will not be 
admissible in. court as evidence. It will, 
upset a jury.. 
Q.No.. “where did you see this kid? 
A. Twent to Mexico almost two 
months ago. (Hesitation) Damn it,:1 
really shouldn’t talk. 
Q. No, no: Tell me, this is important, 
A. We ran a recon... to.see the pes 
rimeter and the inside. (Hesitation) 
. And what happened? ^ 


“QA house with children in it? 
; A; Yeah. . 
‘Q Récon.,.. in other: "Words, you 
went down and looked it over, 
+A. Yes. 
: Q’ What did you.see down there? 
:Maybe this is another boy who looks 
ike‘this boy. I mean; he's a pretty! 
common, ordinary, looking fellow for 
his age. . 
A. Hesitation) ; 
Q. How did you know it was him? 
'm trying to think of a way to 


-Q. Did be tell youhis name? 

"A.I didn't get that close. 

Q. Did he tell: you he was fron 
Jowa? Did he tell you he. was a news- 


, that Kid couldn't have said 


much even if he wanted to. I seriously 


2 —1 
re Whereis this goy from? ‘It’s not unlike the 
,Q. Houston: How ditte find eut WR. OW yel keep: 


21 think so. i 
o. You think hes: telling: you the T i 


+ | the problem there? 


y: ne 


Q.IhavenoMes, ' - 
A. If people think they’ e got It bag; 


chological trauma is fright ning. 
Q. Bob, where in Mexico fs this 


A;Tt'sa big town, allright, 

leet how did you know it was this 
i? 

Iwas told. 

x You were told be was Johnny 


mouth. You're trying to make me talk. 
‘Q: Tell me about his house, it’s im- 
portant. Tell me about this kid. We 
want tô know if this is (expletive) orit 
jt'sreally good information, There is a 
feeling around bere the police haven't: 
done what they're supposed todo. .' 
"A. They can't. 
Q. What did the kid look like?’ 
I really don't want to say until I 
time to consult an attorney. 


king à statement’ to the 


o ' 
* Q. Did yon see this kid with your 


owh eyes! And somebody toki yon be i 


kely. 
E lave- you heard about ‘Johnoy. 
; Gooch peteret ‘ 


& the family "T" you saw their ap- 
peal when they went'to Washington 
asking for information abóut their son. 

AX Theard aboutitlater. ` 

Q. What are these kids doing in this 
house down there?:Are they kept as 
slaves? Sexual exploitation? : ‘What's, 


"n 
A. You might say that it’s not unlike 
way, you would keep.a puppy. 


company when you are ‘alone, don’ 


Bey). 


t assured I have no inten- |. 


NI 


You have'a dog? They keep you | 


idco 
"A. No, 1 didn't: say that, You're f take 


<| Jog it way out of context. You're not ' 


“understanding what Pm saying. 4: 
Q. They. are Kept'like pets rather 
' than people? 

A. Right: You don't torture your pet, 
do you? 
Q. Then why: are they kept? For 
{what reason? 
i -ArI don't pretend to understand the 
| human poi nor do 1 pretend to delve 
into that subject. I'don't know. why 
\péople do things. It's ludicrous you 
«would ask me my opinion on this. 

Q: Well; 1 thought maybe you would- 
have some insight, 

~ A. It's not a dirty place at all. j 

i Why. a re they. there? What are 


t 


‘A: Because I don't want todie. ^v. 
Q. There would be retribution here? 
‘A. Ob, yeah. 


loreen Gosch 
‘Gave Meer $1 1000. . 5 
"Q. The FBI says the Hell's’ Angels; 
‘are fnvolved in this thing. “4. 
A mey are nof in any way, shape or 


Ex Then who's involved? Is itis an 
| organized effort? 


FOX Tes Organized but not by a FERE * 
; cycle club, The people that run it... 
there's a word for it. They're, kind of | 
ike theizyown little moby I know they | 
are not tied in with the other, xmily;If 
they are it’s a dpt tie. ia collab. 
oration of. 

Q. Are they Mexican oghmericah i 


peopl 
A. Both: Inever gave any type of de- 
tails to the gove: nt that a motor 
"ejcle club was involyed? 
*Q. Well; that’s what's been put out: 
| ‘A:T told them that. Well, that’s not 
"true and it's going to cause a lot of 4 
“problems. I mean; I might as well take | 


t; Because it’s hot going to matter 
E more. The Hell's Angels are not 
"going to care; Either way. 

~Q. Bob, I don't want to harp on this: 


‘thing, but it’s important; What can you | rhy 


~ tell us that can convince us other than | 
your work here that that boy down: 
“there was Johnny Gosch? ‘| 

À; I never said the boy was Johnny ni 
‘Gosch. ' 


`Q. I thought you said you had good |! 
reason to believe he ' In 
‘A. | did, but I didn't Say specifically í 4 

_ that that’s who he was. 


*Look,: that kid 


-a gun to my head and blow my brains i 


couldn't ‘have saig. 
mich even: if he 7 


*Q:Sotly, "s when you took oif. 

“A. You'can say that. PIL tell you 
„something though. They didn’t move. 
quick enough: because it ‘was pine 
‘hours atter, 1 was » supposed to meet 


rob- 
i t 3 
1 Q. Anything else. you can-tell'ts, 
b? Like I said, this is ‘important, 
How did these people take this Mi 
Des Moines? Did they say?’ UE 
A. You can use your, imagination $a 
ithat, It was very easy; T'm sure; ‘Any: 
1one intent on doing something. 
lit; The: same way:that;if they. 
iintent;on. «breaking. $nto;your hói 
fthey'Il break in; A lock is not going & o 
‘stop them, It will just take more time. 


Q. Why are youin Canada? 
‘A, T like Canada.:1 like Canadian 
‘whisky and I Jike Canadian women. 
+ That's why. I came here. So I could! 
jthave some Canadian whisky arid some 
i Conan women before I went to jail. 
i Q Are you spending the :money 
: what they wantéd to hear. I said e 
iN ergthing. 
? :QiYoutold them everything: ‘That 
1 you met with the family. Didn't they 
Tomè back later to arrest you 


A. Yeah. They called me. Ine lefta 
message to call them. I called them 


"Hub? ES 

Q. Are, you spending the money 

now?, > zn 

AJLgónt have.the e mide. I don’ 

j have to spend money i 
Q. Why didn't tet bes orthe FBI 


talked to you in Saginaw but did not 
arrest you; 

A. What was your name again? 

Q. Frank Santiago. 

A. Frank, it takes a grand jury fo 
dictment to issue a warrant for an ar- 
: Pest. They didn't have a warrant. 

‘Q. So you took off when they came | 
back the second time? 

„A; No I humored them. I told them , 


amet you Sunday? I understand they |: 


‘Q; Why. did they, pick this boy and 
iwhy did they pick him ona newspaper 
(route? 

(A. Ha: Mod Te asking me why people 
(do things. 

Q ‘Yeah, bat why? Ws sounds kia 
sof dangerous. Aren't there enough kids 
¿sitting aróund.bus depots to. snatéh 
ithat.are running -awayzfrom: home 
{than to pick a kid from a good home. a 
ra quiet residential area? `~ 

-À. Hehad breeding: tight? , 


Q. What? E 

A; He had breeding: d 

QJ That’s what they. were looks 
for? : i 

A. Youtell me. 

O How ¢ do we know that SL not 
just creating this whole thing abont 
“Mexico and the. money and the ee 
things? 
se A. Nou. don't. 

Q. You're sincere? 

A. Would you talk to me if I wasnt? 
„It takes alt kinds of people to know this 

gid sche 


E n 
Hr n" 


LE] 


a8 
ff 


"7I told them [FBI]; 

‘what they wanted, £ 
tto hear.Isaid <4 
| everything.’ ` 


Q. Bob, are you 19; years ela? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Have youever been to lowa?“ 

A. Nope. 

Q. What time are you furnióg you 
self in? 

A. A$ soon as the arrangements’ ‘edn 
“be made to have an attorney present I 
would say five’ hours at the border, 
‘The. FBI agent did what he had to do 
just like what you put in the paperbas 
to be accurate. At no point in time did 
“I consider running. Could you tell; ime 
via wasintheFBIsrelease? i» 

Q. „.. according to thé FBI, Noi 

Gosch told the FBI that you | told uia 
Johnny Gosch had béen kidnapped by 
Hell's'Angels motorcycle club mem- 
bers and was being held in Mexico City 
-by a: man named: Enrico' Gonzales. 
Gonzales was said to bave bought the 
youth for $5,000... 

; AL waquid say they have brought in 
ihe: Hell -Angels to make: ed 
!réredible or-to'cause mé ) Tob- 
“lems. I'm not certain why they page 
done that. However, I will not turn 
| myself i@unless there is an immediate 
-retraction. I mean immediate, right 
ROW, 


-Tie ee S| 


iBaieiecenQ 


~~ qrotthe rieli's Angels? ] TE 
A. That's correct, x Nd 


‘the newspaper but went out. f i 
| the media, Tt was a news rel i 
LONE ‘Is there any way you opal get 
; ahold of a nationwide bros: casting 
: company like CBS? / 
QI wold tot do it But Lt 
| tell you you can get hold of the US.at- 
1 torney here because he’s the one pue 
issued the statement, 
‘A; Well, I'm going to call the. FBI $ : 
Q. The US. attorney is the guy ve 
; Issued the statement, 
LA. Get them on the horn f you caa 
j /QuE got yourmumber up thei 
; You're in a mote] and FIL tell them to 
call you and you talk with them, i* 
, A You teli them to call me immedi- 
{ 
į ately. i 
ı Q. How can they contact you? te 
E RU talked to on the desk there iz 
r Dame. 
AS da better let mé have the nid. 
"ber fof the U.S. attorney, NT 
(Thé telephone number was giveb fo 
chim) * 
Q. Anything else you want to add? 
À. No. 


H 
H 


= 
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"Mother Says FBI Blew If 


[^ -Des Moines (AP) — A man who ah Canadian officlals took. stegs to jetum 

legedly took $11,000 from the parents of ^ Shim? Ve M i 

„ Jonny Gosch to retrieve the inissing Wiley said Meier was taken into cus- 

, newspaper carrier surrendered to fede — tody on the Niagara bridge as he came 

" -eral authorities at the Canadian border -across, from- Canada, “He called cur 
E: ree N.Y Thursday evening, the (office in Buffalo and said he was going 
Biss TS 


. ‘toó tum himself in," Wiley Said, 

‘The FBI had issued a warrant charg. — , Wiley said Meier would be questioned 
s: ing the man, Robert Herman Meier HI, 1 Buffalo, and agents wi then de- 
119, of Saginaw, Mich, also.known as + cide which steps to take next, r 
- Samuel Forbes-Dakota, with fraud by « E Meiér purportedly wrote to 
a Wire, 4 Coreen 
“He was taken into custody ,...in Pier ie a Des Moines, claimed he 


~ agent without incident," said’. FBI 


Buffalo, N.Y., where he surrendered to was A:euard"-in a-moti :eub 
"when: Gosch isa thee three years 
spokesman Charles R. Wiley. r then age 12; was 


Meier wil] have a bearing today.be- ego, and that 


taken.as part of a-large chüd-slavery 


fore US. Magistrate Edmund Maxwell, ring operated by the chub. 
ý y 


« Who will make a bail determination. He i . 
ts $ tthe Erie County Jail. “Mrs, Gosch: made ‘the: letter. public. 

wapbeipg eld atthe Erie County all — E On abe waned beat 
^, Meier had told authorities he wouid “pressure on the FBI to track down 


surrender Wednesday, but then went to “leads in the letter, She hotly criticized 
gma and did not meet.FBI agents, the agency, saying its press release 
he 2: 
Meier 


said ft could do Intle to get about. the warrant on Meier destroyed 
unul he decided to cooperate or ` her and her husband's credibility with 
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'Gosch Fraud: Suspect Surrenders 


Would anyone talk to us now?” 
‘An FBI spokesman in Omaha said 
the agency would have no comment on 
‘the cnticism, 
‘The letter, dated July 23, was signed 
iby Samuel Forbes Dakota. 
‘The FBI: alleged that‘ Meier took 
$11,000 from the Gosches, asked for 
F $100,000 more and promised to retum 
?their son, 

- Ina telephone interview with the Des 
Moines Register published Thursday, 
Meier said he had reason to know thit 
Gosch was alive and that the boy was 
being heid in Mexico City as sort of a 
“pet.” Meier was reached at a motelin 
Biter, Ontario, Canada, just east of 

Toit, 


AUG 1. 1985 | 


FBI Gana 
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Alleged Swindler 


h ‘ ] 
ai pa Moines (AP) — A man wanted for all en 

ing ‘the parents of ‘missing newspaper carrier 
Gésch sud Wednesday that the boy is alive ia-Mexico 
City, where he is being kept as a “pet.” 

Tn a telephone interview with the Des Moines Regis- 
ier, Robert Herman Meier 11,.19, of Saginaw, Mich, 
would not Say whether he had seen the boy, but said he 
was sure thé boy is alive. ae 
“Suffice it to say I have reason to know he is alive,” 
he said, Meier was reached at a motel in Windsor, Onta- 
rio, which is fust east of Detroit, Earlier, a Canadian new. 
* Spaper interviewed Meier. He said he was to give himself 

‘up to the FBI later in the day, but he failed to do so. The 


rant for Meter's arrest, charging: him with defrauding 
John and Noreen Gosch of West Des Moines. The Gosches 
said they gave $11,000 to Meier, who identified himself to 
them as Samuel Forbes Dakota, . 

‘They said he told them that the boy, who was 12 when 
he disappeared from his newspaper route three years 2go, 
had-been l-frora the Hell's Angels motorcycle 
gang and was being held in Mexico City, He told them 
shat a rescue attempt failed and that three rescuers died 
in a shootout. The FBI said, however, that no shootout 
-marching the one described to the Gosches occurred in 
Mexico City. 

“He's never been in Mexico,” said one-agent [n 
‘Omaha, 


Says Gosch Is Alive’ 


FBL seld i, does not have jurisdiction to arrest him jn. 
‘The FBI announced Tuesday that st had fssuéd a ware " 
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Meier declined to be specific on most of his points in 
the interview. with the Register, but he did deny implicat» | 
ing the Hell’s Angels, saying that the motorcyclists might 
try to kill him. “I might as well take a gun to my head and 
‘blow my brains oct," he said, : 
The.Gosches said Meier's story had atleast some 
veredibility. because he knew about a scar on Johnny's 
ankte, the result of a motorcycle accident. He also bad 
detalls of à van that was believed to be nearby when the 
boy disappeared, But Meier said the details came from 
the Gosches themselves, i 
“Asked if he had seen the boy, he said first, “I'd rather | 
“not say until I've talked with a lawyer," Asked again, he 
Brod Suffice it to say I have good reason to know he is 
e" "e Boot 


He said he went to’ Mexico City and saw the house 
where several children were being kept; He hinted that 
: Gosch was among them, , ! ý 

" “You might AY Hati it's bs ned. sd x would 

a puppy. A pet. You have a dog? you 
company EA you are alone, don't they?” he Side P 

He: also .woukda’t say what.he.had done with the. 


money, 
"When the money was received, the. guy. who. was 
Setting it up got (expletive) because it wasn't enough. He 
knew. what he bave needéd to pull it off, andit 
wasn't enough. He said he wasn't going to do it, I said if, 
he wasn't going to do it, I was going to burn, So J blew it 


(Sarto CERE 


SEU Zap Fito 
EU M 


em 


FB e Ghini wa 


FD-350 (Rev. §-8-81) 
ee 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


Gosch case fugitive s 
Meier gives up to FBI 


-By FRANK SANTIAGO 
; Register Statt Writer. 

‘Robert Herman Meier H, who dis- 
«appeared'after being charged with 
:swindling the parents of missing news- 
paper ‘carrier. Johnny Go$ch of: 
$11,000, surrendered -to the FBI; 
Bhursday evening at Niagara Falls, 


A spokesman for the FBl in Buffalo, 
Ex ., Said. the 19-year-old Michigan 
.|man, who slipped away Wednesday 
j gu saying he:would surrender.at " 

índsor, Ontario, some 250,miles : 
away, met with agents on the Rainbow 
Bridge, which links the United States, à 
-and Canada. . 

“He was ina car dtivenbya woman: 
|-who said she.was bis mother,” sald 
FBI spokesman Mike V, Kogut. "Thé 
‘ear had slowed for the customs sta- 
iion.: Four agents surroundéd the car, 
and he surrendered peacefully.” 

Kogut, whó would mot reveal 
‘Meier's mother's name, said Meier 
*was dressed “casually” and didn’t talk 
ito-agents as he was taken to faili n 

Buffalo. 

-Meier had contacted the FBI in Buk ` 
1falo three times Thursday before sort 
Tendering about’ p.m. {owa time} 
"Meier fs expected to be arraigned in 
"Buffalo. today,on.a charge of -wite 
| fraud. no 
- Meanwhile, John and Noreen Goscb;.. 
the youngster’s parents, said the man. 
who tells. a bizarre story about Jobnay 4 
"Gosch being held in Mexico may pot + 
be Robert Herman Meier — though 
they say he is the man they talked p LE 
about their son's disappearance, .-" 

“He told us be saw the name ona 
wall. ín.a-Houston phone beoth and 
used 3t," John Gosch said ‘Thursday. - 
“He said his real name was "Dakota," a 

frags club name, and he said he 
wat 27 peut gla. He didn’t leok 19... 
įyears old toes. 
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pear: 6$ sald they received 
lette, uly gs signed “Samual Forbes 


"fa Gosch Meiitified a photogra 
of. Meier, taken ‘in a' Windsor motel- 
room Wednesday, as the man he and- 
Noreen Gosch met at the Kansas City . 
International Airport July.14, Meier 
hag telephoned the family's West Des: 
Moines home from Houston to set-up 
the Kansas City meeting. He said he 
bad a plan to rescue their son. a 
*Gosch said Meier “appeared a litte 
heavier"! in the photogr: 
E “We sent hima ticket to get to Kam- 
d. we asked what name to 
put on it; That's when he told us Bob 
Meier: When we met with bim; he told | 
us that name Wasn't his and that be. 
had a false identification for Meier,” n 
[John Gosch said. Di 
dn-an faterview - Wednesday: with: 
The Registér, Meier claimed to know 
that Johnny Gosch was alive, hinting * 
he had seen the biy. two months 
ago in'a home in Mexico with other. 
youngsters. He said they were being 
kept “not unlike the way you would 
x a puppy.” 
The :FBI has “been: ‘skeptical’ of 
Miers story, and one agent in Omaha 
] ‘sald Meier “has never been to Mexi- 


Meier also clainitd that the Hell's " 
Angels were not involvedin the abduc- , 


FUGITIVE 


bt 


Letter tells of #7 
child auction ; 


; Continued from Page One" 


tion of Gosch, saying a group of Maxi 
cans and Americans was responsible? 
4 But the Gosches released copies" 
the July 23 letter from Dakota" ti 
which he claimed he was a "guard" i 
[the Hell's Angels motorcycle Mab 

tween April 1979 and July 1983'1h 
us "operations of the sale of chügren 
j as slaves." 

“J personally stood guard over T 
Jess than 200 children in the time s| 
ified and delivered no less than 30 chif- 
dren to the auction block. One of thes 
children is known to me as doing 
Gosch.” 
| The tetter said Gosch was sold pa 
| man Dakota described as a “high-level 
i drug dealer residing in Mexico City. 

Noreen Gosch said she released the 
Jetter “to put pressuré on the FBI” ty 
check.iato Meier’s rambling story. 
which she said appears to have Some 
credibility. Hr 
| Joe Beck, assistant U.S, attorney f 
| the Southern District of Iowa, said 

‘that although it was widely kooi 
Eon Meier, was .{n Canada, 
dita’ have the jurisdiction to pick tid 
up.” 
“You have to go through the Depa: i 
; ment of Justice and the treaty obliga 
tions. It’s difficult, and it’s a lot of pat 
perwork, It’s governed “by 
international treaties. You have*to | 
show probable cause that a crime has | 
, been committed, and that is based on 
I fintperum atfiavits" heszd, «ei 
A 
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Meier faces - | 
fraud charge 
in Gosch casé 


By FRANK SANTIAGO 


| p Statt Weiler. 
| obert Herman Meier II, 19, ap- 
‘peared Friday in federal court in Buf- 
, falo, N.Y., one day after he surren- 
1 dered to law officers 
to face a charge of 
| attempting to de- 
fraud the parents of 
missing West Des 
Moines newspaper 
‘earrier Johnny 
! Gosch. 
Meier was return- 
1ed to the Erie Coun- sat 
ty, N.Y., jail, where EE 
lhe is being held un- ROBERT 4, 
ider $50,000 bond meern ! 
1 while awaiting a preliminary hearing. 
1US. Magistrate Edmund F. Maxwell 
«scheduled the hearing for Aug. 24 and 
appointed Butfalo lawyer James Har- 
.rington to represent Meier, who said 
‘he could not afford to hire his own a 
lawyer. a 
^ In Des Moines, Assistant U.S. Attor- 
iney Joseph Beck said the Saginaw, 
Mich, man will be taken to Des 
Moines later for trial on the fraud, 
; Charge. H convicted, he could be im- 
prisoned for five years and fined 
L$1,000, 7 


Beck said other charges may be 
filed later, depending on what an in- 
vestigation now under way by the FBI 
reveals. . 

In Buffalo, Meier told Judge Max- 
twell he did not intend to run and be 
was "fully aware that the charges 
»were not heavy enough to carry extra- 
idition” from Canada, where he had 
been before surrendering Thursday at 
«Niagara Falls. In the courtroom Fri 
‘day were a woman and boy who said 
they were Meier's mother and brother. 
They declined to give their names 
They said Meier is an unemployed 
bartender, at 

Meier had claimed in an interview, 
before his arrest that Gosch is alive 
end being kept in Mexico. The boy's 
parents, John and Noreen Gosch, at- 
teged that Meier outlined to them dur» 
Inga July tà meeting in Kansas City à 
plan to rescue the boy, They said they 
later paid him $11,000 In “up front 
money" and had agreed to pay 
$100,000 more later in exchange for 
their son. 

The Gosches said that Meier, In'a 
letter signed “Samual Forbes Dako: 
ta,” said he was a member of the 
Hell's Angels and a guard in the sale of 
children as slaves. FBI officials have 


said the Gosches were told by Meier; 


Johnny had been kidnapped by the 
Hell's Angels. ~ - 
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.' Noreen Gosch, mother of missing newspaper car-| 
rier Johnny Gosch, told police she was assaulted by her: 
jhusband, John, while driving in the Quad-Citles last! 
jweekend, according toa Bettendorf police report. 
| The incident was reported to have happéned around 
midnight Friday while the two were driving on Inter-| 
tstate 74 in or near the Quad-Cities, the report says. The 
tGosches were in the area attending a wedding, police 


4 Mrs. Gosch 41, of Des Moines contacted Davenport: 
{police from a motel room at the Ramada Inn in Daven- 
fort, Bettendorf police said. The case was referred to 
; Bettendorf police for jurisdiction reasons, 

Police said there were no injuries reported and lo, 
charges were filed. 

|" Mrs. Gosch did not return a reporter's telephone; 
«call Monday night. 

* ' Johnny Gosch disappeared more than two years 

«ago while delivering newspapers in Des Moines. And 

other Des Moines newspaper carrier, Eugene Martin} 

14, disay Aug, 12 whilé delivering papers. 

~ ‘The:Tosches are formerly of Eldridge, . re | 
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Investigators offer views 


on-disappearances 


By FRANK SANTIAGO and TOM ALEX 


fesjiter $123 Writers 
'wo investigators who help {ibd 
mfsing children say the mystery 


or persons involved in the disap- 


pearances of two Des Moines-area 
newspaper carriers is likely from the 
community and may have been known 
to the youngsters. MEN 

» “My guess is,” said Dennis G. Whe- 
lan, a private detective from Omaha, 
“that these kids were staked out and 
put under surveillance. The person 
who did it knew them and I think it’s a 
person within the community.” 

, Jay Howell, executive director of 
the Center on Missing and Exploited 

"jildren in Washington, D.C; said, “L 

a't think it's a transient, 

[To me, the cases suggest more fa 

an," Howell said. “It’s a lot } 

Spontaneous than the public situati: 
at carnivals and shopping centers” 
where children bave been abducted, 

The observations were made fo 
recent telephone Interviews as local 
investigators continued to hunt for im 
formation about Eugene Wade Mar- 
tin, 14, of Des Moines, who disap- 
peared Aug. 12, and Johnny Gosch, 
also 14, of West Des Moines, who has 
been gone since Sept: 5, 1982. Both 
vanished without a trace while deliv- 
éring the Des Moines Sunday Register. 
Although there are many similarities, 
the two cases haven't been linked by 
tfe authorities. 

Investigators have considered that 

rmt —— renner [na 
local person may be involved But, 
police bave said, it ts only one 
number of possibilities. They have 
been unable to say which scenario is 
more plausible than the other because 
of the utter lack of information. 

. Herbert Hawkins, FBI agentjn- 
charge of the regional office in Oma- 
ha, reiterated, “We still want that one 
clue that would put us,on the right 
track.” 00] € 
"od rev, leads were reported Tues- 

y. 


eg ter T-MI Sb G 


e: Whelan, who had been hired £z No. 
reen and John Gosch to find their sin 
but Is no longer employed by them, 
said, “The crea where Johnny was 
taken from [Forty-third Street and 
'Marcourt Lane in West Des Moises] is 
off the beaten track. It's not an area 
where you just go to if you're mew in 
town, 

“J think the kids might have some- 

here along the line known the indi- 

dual who spoke to them,” be said. 

There is a possibility, he said, that 
the apparent kidnapper was disguised, 
aod the youngsters believed he wag 2 
policeman or a representative of t| 
newspaper. 

Howell said that in his six years of 
studying missing cbildren, including 
tbree years with a U.S. Senate sub- 
committee that investigated the prob- 
lem, the disappearances bere appear 
to be the first of a kind. 

Meanwhile, singer Wayne Newton, 
who performed at the Iowa State Fair 
last week, contributed $5,000 fo a re 
ward fond for information leading to 
the recovery of the newspaper carri- 
ers. The money and $1,000 pledges 
each from Stroh Corp, and Teamsters 
Local 87, boosted the fund's total to 

376,500 Tuesday. 

A spokesman for the Las Vegas ea- 

lertainer said Newton bad been jog- 
ing when he saw several posters of 

e missing youngsters. ` 

“He read about it and he was saq- 
dened,” the spokesman said. “H 
wanted to do something and to encout- 
age other performers at the fair t: 
match his pledge." 

FBI agents have been at The Des 
Moines Register examining employee 
files.to determine who had contact , 
with the newspaper's circulation de- 
partment or who worked as carriers 
daring the past two years, according 
to Barbara Mack, general counsel. 
Mack said there “was no targeting.” 
that the agents were simply looking | 
for names that may have come up 
gisewhere in the investigation » 
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^ HANE YOU seen E 
« TRIS YOUNG MaN H HAVE YOU SEEN 


EUGENE MARTI JOHNNY GOSCH 
“REWARD CALL REWARO CALL 
515-246-9988 515.24 


$ i M 
Scott Croase of Des Moines prepares a truck for departore at the Crouse Cart- 
age Co. Posters offering a reward for inforioation about missing newspaper. 
carriers Eugene Martin and Johnny Goseh were posted on the company's 
tracks which travel throughout the United States, Canada and Mexica———— : 
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2° “it's hard to put it Ín words but the 
“loss bas left an imprint on this city. 


rand what bas happened justifies using 


"fi regular meetizg but, according to 
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Council may.add to 
Martin-Gosch fund: 


Bv FRANK SANTIAGO and TOM ALEX [ 
Regiter Stan Weters | 

Councilman Archie Brooks will ask 
the Des Moines City Council Monday 
to add $25,000 to a reward fund seek- 
fag information on the whereabouts of 
missing newsboys Eugene Martin and 
Johnny Goseh, 

Tn a letter Brooks mailed to the oth- 
£r six council members, he sought 
‘their Support in asking City Manager 
"Richard Wilkey to find the money in 
'the budget, presumably the general 
fund. 


„Every person is angry and hurt," 
, Brooks said. “I feel government must 
“preserve the well-being of its citizenry 


e money." 
rooks said he was uncertain if the 
ancil would go along with his idea at 


Eugene Martia 


„City Attorney Philip Riley, the city 
"bas Offered reward money before. 


"However, Riley couldn't recat when, Hot line: 246-9999 


„or bow much. 


“Rewards are an ancient and honorable method to bring 
people to justice," Riley said. 

A $25,000 contribution, which would match the $25,000 
! pledge made by the Des Moines Register and Tribune Com- 
pany earlier, would boost the total reward money to well 
over $100,000. 


V “By Wednesday, $84,000 had been pledged. Latest pledges 


received were $5,000 from the Northwestern Bell Tele- 
, Phone Co., $1,000 from the Iowan Magazine, $500 fromthe 
"employees of Stew Hansen’s Dodge City in Des Moines and 
$1,000 from the Home Builders’ Association of Greater. 
Moines, 

* Among other contributions Tuesday was $1,000 from 


{Teamsters Local 387 of Des Moines, 


pup DS Seb 


The reward is for Information leading to the recovery of 
either Martia, 14, of Des Moines, who disappeared Aug. 12, 
or Gosch who was 12 when he vanished Sept. 5. T ta 
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West Des Moines, Both were deliver- i 
ing the Des Moines Sunday Register in | 
residential areas about seven miles ; 
apart. | 

‘Des Moines Police Department | 
spokesman Sgt. William Mullins said 
it was difficult to say if the swelling 
reward fund was attracting informa- 
ton, 

“In the past 24 hours,” he said, 
“we've gotten only 20 calls on the hot 

[246-9988}. That's well below. the 
hpndreds of calls we were getting in 
first few days." 

But, added Mullins, “We're thankful , 
for the interest and we're hopeful that l 
it will provide that one bit of informa- 
tion we need." 

The disappearances continue to 
baffle investigators. 1 

Mullins said most callers have um 


reporting “sightings” which are diffi 
cult to trace and many of which havé. 
' been suspicious, . 
Callers have said they saw Martin 
Selling tomatoes at a roadside stand in 
neighboring state, Martin and Gosch riding an Amtrak 
hain between Chicago and New York, and Martin in a 
laryland shopping center, . 
Despite the lagging hot line calls, efforts on bebalf of the 
two missing boys appeared to be gaining momentum , 
Hundreds of thousands of posters have been distributed |. 
throughout the community and well Into the state and 
beyond, One Des Moines resident who recently went into a |’ 


“bathhouse near a Wisconsin lake said she saw a poster 


pinned to the wall. . 

Anderson Erickson Dairy bas announced it plans to pe 
produce the posters on containers of its dairy products. 
Thousands of the posters, translated into Spanish, are to be 
sent by The Register to newspapers in Mexico urgiog the 
publishers to run the posters as a public servíce. Posters 
already have been distributed to newspapers throuzhout 
the Uiated States with a similar plea. - 
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Bettendorf. , police confirmed low-up because fi appeared the alleg- * Š e 
Monday. that they did receive a re , ed aseauit ma: De ecuredin Bet- Submitting Ofico: Omaha 
port of an alleged assault on Noreén tendorf, Bettendorf Police Capt. 
Gosch, mother of missing newspaper Tom Lemons said Monday. 
carrier Johnny: Gosch, by hér‘hus- | ‘Lemons said Bettendorf police * 
band, John, while the two were inthe talked by phone to a woman at-the 
Quad-Cities area 11 days ago. Ramada Inn who identified herself 
John: Gosch told a.WOC-TV. re- as Mrs‘Gosch and by phone to a man 
porter in Eldridge on Sunday ’that in Calamus, Towa, who identified 
the fight did not take place and that’ himself as Mr. Gosch. 
police were'not contacted: d After doing:so, the.department 
Gosch disputed an Aug. 21 story — decided not to investigate further, he 
in the Quad-City Times that reported. said,. because bf uncertainty about 
Mrs. Gosch, 41, had told police shé. where the alleged incident. took 
was assaulted by her husband while place — Davenport, Bettendorf or 
the two were driving in the Quad-Cit-__ perhaps“in‘ Illinois — and because =, 
sesarea Aug. 17. : “Mrs. Gosch did not: sign-a. formal 
i The. Times ‘reported ‘that Mrs. complaint. 
Gosch contacted the Davenport After verifying that Bettendorf 
Police Department around midnight police did receive an assault report: 
Aug. 17 from a motelroomat the Ra- involving the Gosches, the Quad-City 
mada Inn in Davenport,'accordingto , Times tried unsuccéssfully to reach 
a Bettendorf police report. A’Daven-' the couple for comment. They did, 
port police officer visited Mrs.Gosch not! return phone :messages Jeft at 
at the motel, and she said her hus-; their Dés Moines home. 
band had hit her. while the two were Johnny Gosch disappeared more 
driving on Interstate 74 in the Quad- — than two years ago while delivering 
(Cities area, the report said. ' newspapers in Des Moines, Another 
‘The Gosches apparently. were in. ‘Des Moines newspaper carrier,‘Ew 
{the area attending a wedding, police . gene Martin, 14, disappeared Aug.12 
paid . : while delivering papers. ; 
The Davenport officer referred The Gosches are formerly of El- 
{the case to Bettendorf police for fo dridge, 95 — ] 
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-says he knows something about: the 
case. * n a 


‘+ "In my heart, I feel that the FBI has 
been responsibie for his death,” Noreen 
'Gosch said in a telephone interview" 
sfrom her West Des Moines office. "I 
` didn’t feel that way before Aug. 13, the 
day Qi the press release. 

“AS far as I'm concemed, I think the. 
FBI has killed Johnny Gosch with their 


^e nephgences” ^ 
‘4 FBI agents in Wést Des Moines/and 
» «the regional office in Omaha seid they 


& 


SSR St 


Q @Contimed trom Pages" ^ Å 


ORF acu 


- Cure his bail did not amount to $50,000. 


would not comment‘ on Mrs. Gosch's 
allegations. its rs 
Mrs. Gosch and her husband, John, 
were angered when the FBI issued the 
press release saying it was seeking 
Robert H. Meier 11,19, of Saginaw, 
Mich., in connection with an attempt to 


(Mount Clipping in Spoce Below) 


Mrs. Gosch Thinks Son -4 - 
‘Is Dead, FBI Is Negligent 


defraud the Gosthes of $11,000. Meier 
wrote a letter to the Gosches in July, 
saying that he knew the whereabouts of 
their son, missing -for nearly three 
years, and that for a fee he could ar- 


Tange Johnny’sretum. 4+. -tt 
Meier has since been charged with 
six counts of wire fraud. , "7^ 


He crossed the Canadian border and ^ 
,Surrendered to the FBI in Buffalo,’ 
N.Y., earlier this month, A federal 


magistrate "ruled: Wedriesday thatil 


Surety put up by relatives was not 
“enough to meet a $50,000 bond to free - 
Meter from custody and ordered Meier * 
;retumed to lowa by Tuesday, 1, 

“The FBI doesn't ordinarily put-out ' 
«press réleases," Mrs, Gosch said, "I: 
definitely feel their actions have killed ; 
ourson” — 5 ] H 

‘She said’ she believes the press re 
„lease about Meler's letter the n&- 
tional attention it- received may have 
caused her son's abductors to fice or to 


1.) Phease rum to Page M Col. 3 


x 


` E 
"M. OMAHAWORDHERALD Thursday, Angust 29,105 Ý 


7 Mrs. Gosch Believes Son Is Dead `- 


“Kil him, ‘ M U 


theese.” lew 

ter a Xminute hearing, Maxwell 
ruled that the vale of thé cash and 
property Meier's relatives raised to se 


"Maxwell said the bond will remain at” ` 
by, whatever federal ... 


is assigned the case, said R : 
las, firs assistant US. attorney. 


and was living with a drug 
ORD. n " 


According to the indictment, Meler 
the Gosches he could free 


promised 

their son for $11,000 but later told them 

therescueattempthadtailed. + 
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Gosch believes sonis dead; blames‘ BI! 
‘The mother of missing newspaper carrier Johony Gosh maw, blich, in connection with an alleged itterupt to dev 


Sad Wednesday sbe now believes her sco bas been killed by * fraud the Goockes of $11,000, Meser contacted the Goethes 1 
i] Bla captors berase the Fal publicly related Information — le July chaleniog bx kréie where thelr aon wad and otleing 
*3 


Thar 


ttost a mae who claimed to haow kis to arrange hls rotura for a fee, UERY es Bb Ha z 
i J wheresboewtr, ' ts Melar bee place been charged with we counts of wire” 
H> ‘*"in my beart, E feel thel the EDI bas fraud oa Mo tas UNS VL 


^. RNC 
bd been responalble tor àla death,” Noreta. “a “The FBI doesn't ordinarily put out preis i PeleAbns t 
Gooch esl fu en lnlerviou with the Asoo | Noreen Gooch said. “1 defiattely feel their actions bave. 

d ciated Press, “I didn’t feel that ways. Mlted cur soa." Sha sald sho believes the neo p redause abcat | 
before Aug, 13, tke Gay thay did the pred > Meter and the natlongi attention St recelyed ena, have: 
"uU s cuted ber son'e abductors to thee of to All hog; nva 


release. o n, n E 

"AR tar on Vox comesrned, T think the $5 Biraswhlto Wednesday, & tederal magtatrate In Bulfahs 

i FBI has killed Jobony Gom) with their / | N.Y, ruled that Meler wilt remain tn tustady white wating; 

ae Begpene ; si n.o ^ to be Laken lo Lewa tater this werk to faru the fraud echa 
AOSSAT M. In a later Interview with The Dos ' pet. lis watarronted Aug. 16 in Niagara Fallo, NYS 1. 
Sabian Moises Regiater, kowever, Guech aps: +" Magistrate Edinand F. Maxwell ruled that the xelat of 
peared to back away from her Matonweta, Indicating that’, tha broparty and Cavh that Moler's relatives pet op to 
Sht Ubought Sax con might sti to alivg. “They could very i peowra Me'rekeust while awalting trial does not asncunt Uo, 

well be revpchubte [or what Mppios Vo him," she sald of n the Doeded $50,908, Maxwell dlracted fede al ptarsials to, 

whe Pel. 4 ct ees E F E take Melee to Jowa no baler than Tvsnday. "i, vd 

FRI agents in Det Holes bed al ike regiona) headquar» "° — Noyeun Gosch sald wht wia relieved by bdaxwall’s deci: | 

j| tere lt Oroabe, Neb., said Uhey weald not corazent oo bar aloa, "Our greatest concern way nat necessarily that be: 
ategatkas, > So nir dr iios Os wosld skip the country, bof what Lf the Hell's Angeta starts 
Gesch aod her husband Jobs, were angered when thes > ed to look (oc bun." she sabs, a refertoce to Medera culm 
FBI tiancd 2 nima release earlier thie month saying Liat , that he hed guarded kidas Childe while, a member, of 

federal agents mere peeking Robert H, Meter If, 18, of Sagl- *- the Hall's Aggelarocdorcycle club, Irt e tnt 
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+ By FRANK SANTIAGO ^ 
Register $148 Writer d 
The search:for Johnny Gosch — 
“one of the hottest Investigations" un- 
ider way by the FBI, according to a 
^ Spokesman =- begins its fourth year 
; today with a guarded but growing sus- 
^ picion that the missing newspaper 
: carrier may never be found. - 
“We're still optimistic and still 
jdooking,” says West Des Moines Police 
Vra. Lyle McKinney, who beads the ir 
i 1 investigation. 
f Privately, some who have contrib- 
1 Rea to the massive Investigation sjy 
ithey may never find the switch that 
t will throw light on the mystery that 
began Sept. $, 1982, when the 12-year- 
old stepped out of his West Des Moines 
home to deliver the Des Moines Sun- 
tday Register. 
A massive investigation, a barrage 
tof publicity and huge rewards offered 
# for the barest of information have pro- 
duced no hick ín the three years. 
“We don't know what works,” an in- 
vestigator says. “But then it:could 
one There might be something we 


. Noreen and. John Gosch believe 
, their son is alive. They went before a 
* national television audience in July 
; and: produced a'$1:bill bearing tbi 

message “I am alive.” They said hand- 


writing experts believe it was signed 
by Johnny. & 
Jost Like Day One 


The “official” Gosch investigation, 
which includes the FBI, the Division of 
Criminal Investigation and West Des 
Moines police, has uncovered nothing 
that would point to what happened to 
the youngster after his wagon was 
, found laden with undelivered newspa- 

\pets at’ Forty-second Street and 
i Marcourt Lane, 

i “It’s like it was on Day Que,” Mc- 
i Ktoney says. 


“Zavest! (gators s dón'i know the 
; answers to the other equally baffifg 
< case: What happened to Eugene Mar- 
- tin, the 13-year-old youngster who dis- 
appeared Aug. 12; 1984, while deliver- 
ing the Des Moines Sunday Register in 
a south Des Moines neighborhood? Be- 
cause of the similarities, a link fs sus- 
‘pected but hasn’t been proved. * 

Both investigations, which have be- 
come Interwoven, are nudged forward 
only occasionally when police get a 
“sighting” call, many of them from 
people who have seen one of the many 
posters hung across.North Americ 
tat report the youngsters missing. ı 

; Some callers are like the man who 
phoned The Register two weeks ago te 
say he saw Gosch in a dream but 
couldn't pinpoint whether it was in a 
setting in Mexico or Canada. 

A man from Florence, Ariz, ap- 
| proached the. newspaper recently 
claiming he had powers to find the 
| boys by dangling a nut at the end of a 
string over a map. He said he "found" 
jGosch's billfold with the device but 
r couldn't pinpoint the location. 
Neither scores of police Interroga- 
tions and searches, nor the vast pool ef 

information logged in a.computer 
| have been successful. Stories of the 
| missing youngsters have been retolit 
| fn the national media dozens of times, 
iGosch’s picture has appeared on 
imilk cartons, in police bulletins as far 
away as Hawaii, in magazines and fn 
newspapers well beyond the state. A 
West Palm Beach, Fla-based tabloid 
sane a color photograph of the 
oungster recently under the headline 
em $400,000 For Finding This Lost 
Boy." It Is a reference to the e 
tons-asked reward offered by the par 
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| 30 years in prison and a $6,000 fine, 


| 
| 


por 
Johnny Gosch A 
One of FBI's “hottest” cases 


The Gosch offering is in addition to 
the $125,000 promised by businesses. + 
and individuals, including The Des ! 
Moines Register, for any Information, i 
that would lead to either of the young. 
sters. No one bas claimed the money. 

| There has been one arrest, but not di} 
4 suspected abductor, Robert Herman 
Meier, 19, of Saginaw, Mich., has 
pleaded innocent to six charges of 
fraud after telling the Gosches that 
their son was alive and was being kept 
by a gang in Mexico. Meier is accused 
of taking $11,000 from them. He is 
being held on a $50,000 bond and faces 


Charles Wiley, FBI spokesman in 
Omaha for the lowa-Nebraska field 
office, says, “We surely hope we can | 
find the boy. We're working-toward- i 
thatend oe tia vu 


” | "ou Jook at any major investiga > 


tion going on in the FBI today, wheth- 
er it’s counter-intelligence or orga- 
nized crime or political corruptions, 
and you'll find this case gets a lot of 
attention. The file on it is voluminous. 
It’s one of the hottest things in the FBI, 
We are giving it all the attention we 
can give" ad 

Wiley says the interest stems fror 
growing concern about missing chil- 
dren. But FBI figures show that the 
agency Is active in fewer missing chil- n 
dren cases, 


-Called Into Fewer Cases 


In 1984, according to an FBI spokes- 1 


: man in Washington, agents were as- 


signed to 168 kidnapping cases, 68 of 
them involving children. This year, 
there are 46 kidnapping cases and only 
31 of them involving children, includ- 
ing Gosch and Martin. ^ 

“The figures don’t necessary mean 
there are fewer missing children,” the 
foem said, "They mean the FBI 

as been called into fewer cases. 
There may be more cases investigated 
locally." 

Wiley said the two apparent abduc- 
tions don't follow the "standard kid- ! 
Bapping cases." 

"Traditionally, the kidnapper wants 
ransom, But today there are kidnap- i 
pings for a number of reasons. -We 
have some weirdos walking around 
who have warped ideas about chil- 
dren. It's that kind of individual that 
causes us the greatest problem.” . 

Whether the FBI suspects a local 
maniac at work, as many other inves- 
tigators do, or whether others are fn- 
volved, Wiley declines to say. iat 

"We're probably dealing with a de 
ranged individual, but we don't kno! 
hesays. ? 
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ByPRANK SANTIÁGO 
Register Statt. Writer. E $ 
John: and Noreeii Goseh, p ped by 


higher because the ‘figure i 
"only donations and other: comeidur- 


Goscti- Ini. ported. that:$159,498 was 
2 1 that there 
wasinonéy left atithé end.of. füch year 
ando debts. 

-$3,407 balánce.in. 1983:1 
t01$16,900- in 1984, the 
shbw. 


Feased. : 


e balàncés;] sinéluded. $5ozin in. 


Detectives Cost $71,454 ~ 1 
During the: tworyears, the ài 


Kfrom ‘selling: -eandy. bai 
example, tlie. candy sales: raised 
$50,597. Batt the ener the re~ 


large Share: of the proceeds wenttothe ` 
|càndy manufacturer anid.foi “shipping. 
Noreen:Gosch, commenting-on.the 
returns i ian interview, ¡said the docu- 


[TheDirstimeludes.a arange of fuind-1 ‘rais- . 


uments: : 


inlerest-onsavings: : a 


vert Meier, the 38- year-old: anina VM 
Mich., mati nów. charged: with swin- 
Gling. "Meier, the Goschés. say, asked" 


ments:report two distinct activities. “= 


sists of the K Defense of: pes 1 


ic] aid. are: supported 
mostly: uh donations, 


; cáridy bat sales, button 
jewelry: sales, yowname it, 


` Présenied: 376 Pr grams : 
. Nofeen. Gosch | the $11,000, 
which:authiorities/pay: tias:not/been re- 
covered, &ame:frori-the:proceeds-of 
thégaraje sáles and other.events held 
Please turn'to Page 2B 
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Well has run dry,-Noreen Gosch says— 


H: 

Continued fram Page 1B 

to raise money to search for the 
youngster. 

“Any money collected from the 
awareness programs has paid for the 
printing of literature and films for our 
library. It is something that supports 
itself,” she said. 

Gosch, a secretary for Economics 


Labs in West Des Moines, said she and. 
» the energy to continue to do the mas- 


her husband, district sales manager 
fdr American Cyanamid Co., have 
given 376 programs, most by invita- 
tion, in Iowa and meighharive dates, 
The programs were free, she said, and 
thé hosts paid expenses, Collections 
from the audience helped pay for ab- 
duction awareness literature distrib- 
uted to the audience and for the films 
that were shown, she sald. 

“We handed out thousands and thou- 
sands of dollars worth of literature to 


each set of parents so they could read . 


it and work with their kids. It was long 
before any other organizations sprung 
up,” she gaid, 

Of fhe $71,454 in detective fees, 


> witi Vite awarenek 


Gosch said, "Have you any idea what 
it cost to send a detective out on the 
road for à week? At $30 an hour, it 
gets very expensive.” . ` ak 

..In the early months of ihe search, 
the group hired Omaha private inves- 
tigator Dennis Whelan..Recently, In- 


vestigative Research of Chicago has. " 


been employed 
Energ? Waning. : ug 
Said Noreen Gosch, "I don't have 


sive fund-raisers that it took to pay the 
detective bilis. -Iim going to continue 
is programs. provid- 
ing the literature aüd the films for 
families, and wete going to continue 
to consult and speak ont for children. 
“All we have now is just the aware- 
ness programs to pay the printing bills 
and.continue with that effort. If a big 


lead comes in on Johnny, I’m not sure s 


what we can do to follow it up.” 

The returns for 1983 and 1984 show 
that Help Find Johnny Gosch Inc. 
spent $4,320 for telephone service, 
$4,788 for "conferences, conventions 


and meetings, -$18,465 for printing 


and.publicatlons, $3,292 for selling 


"and administrative expenses, and $624- 


for liability insurance. In 1983, ithad a 


~, onetime expense of $569 for a lawyer 


and, in 1984, it reported $1,063 in cón- 
tributions whose source was not speci- 
fied s a eut 
The returns were. prepared by Rob- 
ert. Duitch of 1692 N.W, Ninety-ninth 
‘Court in Clive, who is 
Secretary-treasurer and a director of 
Help Find Johuny Gosch Inc. Other of- 
ficers and directors listed are Ronajd 
Sampson of Bondurant, president; 
Greg Cudworth of 1008 Forty-fifth 9t. 
in West Des Moines, vice president, 
and F.A.D. “BUP Kelsey of 1109 
Woodiand Park Dri 
Moines, a director. 


. Gosch disappeared “without a trace 


Sept. 5, 1982, two blocks from his West 


Des Moines home as he prepared to 
deliver the Des Moines Sunday Regis- 
ter. 

In August, Noreen Gosch announced 
the family was withdrawing from an 
active search for Johnny and would 
proceed only asleadscamein—_ " 


in Wést Des, 


uL 
HELP FIND JOHNNY GOSCH, INC. 
Box 65332 
West Des Moines, lowa 50265 
515-244-9181 


SEPTEMBER 30, 1985 
MEETING WITH GOVERNOR BRANSTAD 


PRESS RELEASE 


[ide meeting with Governor Branstad today to request 
the assistance and involvement of the Governor's office to solve the 
kidnapping of their son Johnny. Three long years have passed and there 
are several points being covered today. They are as follows: 
‘ bé 
1. AW. Des Moines Police Officer who has refused to be questioned and bo 
had denied being present at a football game on 9/3/82 during which 
a lengthy conversation was held with Johnny Gosch. The police officer. 
bears a strong reseamblance to the composite drawing of the kidnapper. 
Attached you will find a copy of the report and invoice from the WDM’ 
Community Schools indicating the officers paid for guard duty at the 
location. The highlighted name is the officer in question. 


2. Letters received PUN. being turned over to the Governor 
indicating a porn and prostitution market of children in this State. 
It is not known at this time if this will directly affect the Gosch 
case but it is involving other children and the Governor's attention 
to this matter is of vital importance. Names must be with held at 
this time from the public. 


3. [ eem has information which is vital in the kidnapping 
case of Johnny Gosch. e need istance of the Governor's office 
in handling of this situation. . used this information for 
personal financial gain.... the question still remains "WHERE DID HE 
OBTAIN HIS INFORMATION REGARDING JOHNNY GOSCH". THIS CAN NOT. BE OVER- 
LOOKED. We need this information to solve the case and every effort 
to obtain it must be explored. 


HAVE DEMONSTRATED FOR THREE YEARS - STRENGTH AND 
COURAGE TO FIGET FOR THEIR SON AND FOR THE SAFETY OF ALL CHILDREN IN THIS 
COUNTRY. BUT STILL AFTER THREE YEARS OF WORK NONE OF THEIR EFFORTS OF 
LEGISLATION HAS HELPED THEIR SON. A REQUEST OF THE COVERNOR IS BEING MADE 
TODAY TO INVOLVE HIS OFFICE TO BE CERTAIN THIS CASE IS SOLVED. 


THE MEN WHO KIDNAPPED JOHNNY GOSCH HAVE NOT BEEN CAUGHT..... AND WITH THE 
RECENT NEWS OF THE SIOUX CITY GIRL WAS NEARLY ABDUCTED AT GUNPOINT LAST 
WEEK INDICATES THE DANGER HAS NOT PASSED. THE THREAT IS STILL VERY REAL 
CONCERNING OUR CHILDREN. ` SV 


COVERNOR BRANSTAD HAS THE POWER TO REQUEST CERTAIN RECORDS AND ANSWERS FROM 
THE LAW ENFORCEMENT IN IOWA, WE ARE ASKING HIM TO EXERCISE THIS POWER AND 
ASSIST. HE HAS BEEN A LEADER IN THIS COUNTRY FOR CHILDREN’ ;GHTS AND 
SAFETY. MR. & MRS. BRANSTAD HAVE BOTH BEEN VERY KIND TO AND 

WE APPRECIATE THIS GREATLY. THEY HAVE DEMONSTRATED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE 
SAFETY OF ALL OUR CHILDREN. UV . 
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By. ANNE: CAROTHERE-KAY 
Registr Stall Writer 

Robert 'Herman'Meicr, convicte 
defrauding the parent of 


ance or whereabouts-of the 
cording t to court documents. 4 
Meier, who, ‘was sentenced ‘to: 
years.in prison! thedayb ‘before his: 
15 grand jury appearaiice, outlined his: 
testimony before the grand jury inà 
request, filed Wednesday, for & ré- 
duced:prison sentence. 


` Düring Meier's: sentencing, US. "m 


would consider reducing the pee 
sentence/if the 19-year-old. Saginaw, 
Mith., màn. would. out Go what; if 


‘Johnny Gosch Fund” 
ly-$14,000 by telling't 
"new where:theit son: 
would rescue the-Doy'foi 000. 

Aftér collecting the:$10,000-and: ‘ape 


penses, Meier: said: he went to: i3 


-, ficé-ha 


proximately $1,000 more for ex- . 


ng of Johiimy | 
"Gosch, Meier 


iol i jurors 


" nessee-dide-ranch aid arranged A4otà 


‘frlénd.to-write to the. Gosclies, telling 
them Meier ‘had-been:killed:in-a-siioo- 
E the réscue attempt. 

-M let's lawyer, Mark. Bennett, who. 


US. ate 


Joseph: Beck, the. assistant 


torney who:questioned. Meier before: i 
the:gtand jury, would not comimenton 
the, mel. 


what Meier tol 
Asked: about 
the:grand'j jury; US. Attorney: 


"Tünter:said, “Ibelieve-the case.is-at | 


Test:now, but wouldn't.comment fur- 
thier; : 
Bennett:said the US; attorney's of- 
P ially offere J lea.: agree: 
ment to: Meier, in'whit 


would récommend..a pu year sen: 


fonce:if Meier; would tell thet FBE what 
hie knew. about: Gosch anditake aliede- 
tector test, 

. Bennett said Meier tifned'dowirthe 
deal: nót. because. of the: lie-detéctor 
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Home of school Volunteer * 
of Year ré ided i in sex probe. 


Tnthe cif 
tigation in "jess than 
have raided :thrée Des Moines:h s, 
including: the 
dencé of. the local 
school: district's Vol: 


bur ‘Millhousé, 2553 5. EA y 
and-the: residence of Robert Ro! 


police! Sgt. Jack "Leroy. 
‘No: ie were: filed gdi 


gi ace. A 
pteve Crawford, 


"Graham, Jatt suspended Des. Moines ` 
sched! teachers, are scheduled to go: io 
‘court in-separaté trials. early next , 
‘month, ` 
‘{t seems Tiké-we're only.scratching 
rface of pédophile. victims in 
foines/" LeCroy said, “The lon- 
€ se investigate, the more’ ‘victims 
~wehear.about.” mee 
‘Most. of the suspects:have. bee 
volved in'sexnal encounters wit 
juveniles, fie said. . 
According. to court documents, the 
RAIDS , 
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i RAIDS - 
"Continued. From Pages 
investigation of Crayiford began 


| Monday, wlien:police went to:the Des 
Moines ichool. board offiee-to:take à 


During the: search: of. Crawford's 
“police. si Gan "three 


Dec: 10,.: a xually explicit all 
ning boy: was ‘traced: to-the:Mil- 


memi " 
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i gation. Therrale 
to ó 

| ents 

» beeirfiledi 


dày, "ores 
mother, said, 


philo;à périonwhó has 

- fer children, likely was. 

Police; however, have beén ünablé: 
: t. 


yearcold Gosek rides 
been. delivering ‘The Des Moines 8 


, Sunday Register, 
froma goutti-side:De: 


ay’ 
` were Steve-Crawford. of 1049:Eigh- 
teenth. St, Robert, Robbins of 720 
‘Twentieth St, Apt. 2; and 
Ihouse of.2553 SE. Man 


Date: 3/1/86 
Edition: ^ Morning 


UNSUB; 
2 JOHN DAVID GOSCH - VICTIM; 
le: 


UNSUB; 
EUGENE WADE MARTIN - VICTIM; 


Character: KIDNAPING 


or 
Classification: & 7-1145 


Submitting Office: OMAHA 


1984, When. Eugene. 
whid:also-Was delivering: 


Indexing: 


7- 052- Subh We 


-FD-350 (Kev. 12-5-78) 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


T Missing Ghildren:Adviso: 


Jpard members. 


Butt there: are óthers'wlio: shave 


` away childreü," stie said. 


‘the iS-member board Who: she. 


ji? vailabie-to the-committee. 


| tio; she said. 


Gosches quit | 
advisory board . 
on lost children 


By PRANK SANTIAGO: 
Reoister Statt Writer - 

Jolin, and Noreen Gosch 1 resigned! 
‘Monday from the advisory board: of: 
thé Towa Hunaway, Homeless and 


ig Des Moines bécause-of what ‘ they: 
shy is “undue: criticism” by some 

| “There are five ór-six péopleoii the 
board wlio-have- been reat ‘kind: tous. 


way wé'have withour: son, Johnny,” 
said. Ņorèen Gosch. 
"They think. we've come ön, foo 


Strong for missing children. FH y 
don’t agree the importance! E 
missing children in relation ton 


Their son, Johnny, ‘disappeared 
Sept. $1982, ‘while he was: 
the Des Moines Sunday) Re: 
his West Des Moines hom The 
Gasches were the onl} board: 
who are patents'of: 
Gosch, who did notidentify those on: 


"We feel, wecan. fuiction: more free: | 
ly if-we. doit off:thé board. Wes Te. going: 
i contimie doing what: we haveto do 
Shé Said, 

Susan. Gehring, coordinator, sáidthe 
resignations were unfortunate. A 

“Nobody has.said'anything fo: fne-i. 
criticism ‘of the Goschés. The talk 
among ‘the board.has beén about our 
business, and this is what m wel 
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Gosch request Cieeifiestin: I 108 & 7-1145 
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d torney’s:i office’ to deterinine 
what happened to two: inissing Des 
l/Moines-aréa néwspaper.carriers. has 
‘been: rejected: by law fnforcement 
agencies, the mother: ofore of the car- 
;riérs said Wednesday: 

Noreen’ Gosch said & lawyer for-her 
family, whom she did nat identify, met 
presentatives: :Of the agenciés 
arid with U.S. Attorney Richard 
Turnerat Turner's office April 17, The 
laser ‘proposed thai 
ber would be paid wi : A 
Gosth- said: "the ádded nvesheatlr 


litate ‘Division of C i tigi- 

"lion. ánd:loca! police: di : JA. 
Ances ófcher son, Johnny- -Gosch, ahd A 
“Bugene:Martin. . 

Gosch said. the agencies: were- op- 

posed to the added. invéstigator be- 

i cause they said it-woul ‘duplicate 

| their:efforts, Turner ‘declined {o.com 


th 
1982,:while deliverin ] 
"Sunday "Register two |Geks from: his 
West Des Moines home. Martin; who 
was ñear ‘his 14th birthds 
B4, à few blocká-fróm-his 
‘homerwhilé-he was 


delivering the X) 
Register; 
Authorities’s 
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od'attackèd. a Tiewspaper carri- 
stori Thursday morning, police 


ig a- camouflage poi y 
he west side of Des Moines duri 


"dimi Pollack, is, à newspaper carriér with: The Des Moines: Register, told 
police the man came at kim from. belünd.in the.500: Block Of 42nd Street.while > 
she was delivering: ‘papers. ~ $ 
“He rai me: from:the street; Pollack said latr i inthe day- “I tan-but hé - 
-kicked:bim in the shin, 


'ee:the'rrian' face bécause it is y 


rip he'had.on'rne," he said; i " 
| ied: his. hoüse and called police, The 
officer-who.toak: the report labeled the crimean aHemptet abduction, but:Pol- Š 1i 


delivering papers, 3 
Des:Moines police say m will not rufe.óut the possibility:f:a connection 

- with the.unsolved . eases of missing Des Moines. newspaper carrier Eugene 

ind missing West:Dés‘Moines.newspaper carrier.John:Gosch. 

Police had little information Thursday ab abo 
Although: Pollack: described] isa: 


m: and Goschowas . 


“Des Moines Policé Chief ‘William Moulder said ot 
cies: have | been alertet the d 


law-enforcement agén- 


SEARCHED. E i 


SERIALIZED 


Jut 11 1986 
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ow 


Please help find 
our children... 


eee 


John David Gosch Age 18 Cinda Leann Pallett Age 18' 


Last Seen September 5, 1982 Last Seen September 25, 1981 | > 
West Des Moines, Iowa Üklahoma City, Oklahoma 4 


Stranger Abduction Stranger Abduction » 
Gabriel Minarcin Age 14 Danyel Sparpana Age 4 H 
Last Seen January 14, 1982 Last Seen November 2, 1985 a 
Terentum, Pennsylvania Woodland, California i 

Stranger Abduction Stranger Abdaction 


Call us if you think you’ 
Seen one of our childre 


1 800 843-5678 


The National Center for Missing & Exploited Children 
1835 K Street, N.W. e Washington, D.C. 20006 


|. ©1985 Lost Chil Network 


Crime against children | 
affects everyone. Don’t | 
let it affect your family. | | 


Teach yourself...teach your children. 
TIPS FOR PARENTS: 


© Teach your children never to get into a car or go into a 
house without your permission. 

© Don't leave your child alone in a public place, even fora | 
moment. 

ch your children that no one has a right to touch them 

SW that they have the right to say NO. 

Listen when your children tell you they do not want to be 
with someone; there may be a reason. 


© Don't put your child's name where a stranger can read it. 
TIPS FOR KIDS: 


© Always keep your parents in sight in a public place. If you 
are separated from them in a store, ask a clerk for help. 

o Remember to say NO, get away and tell someone when 
things don't seem right. 

o Don't talk to strangers, adults don't ask children for 
directions. 

© Never Hitchhike. 

© Never Loiter at Shopping Malls or Arcades. 


Löst Child Network, 


Education, Awareness, Recovery 


THE LOST CHILD NETWORK 


ADDRESS: 


the 
Suite 361 Uis hid Network, 
8900 State Line Road Leawood, Kansas  913549.5723 
Leawood, KS 66206 

(913) 649-6723 

1-800-843-5678 (NCMEC, Washington, D.C. for sightings) 


HISTORY: 


In April, 1985, The Lost Child Network, an organization formed by volunteer 
police officers from the Kansas City metropolitan area, was incorporated in the 
state of Missouri as a non-profit 501(c)(3) corporation with headquarters in 
Leawood, Kansas. 


OBJECTIVE: 


The Network aims to increase public awareness regarding the vulnerability of 
children to sexual exploitation and molestation and to promote prevention 
programs designed to effect successful solutions in these child victimization 
issues, The Network will provide widespread public exposure, through the 
assistance of our corporate sponsors and in cooperation with the National 
Center for Missing & Exploited Children, to photographs of missing children. 


PERSONNEL: 
Joanna Engel, Full-time Admin. Sec. 


Roxie Clark, Volunteer 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (volunteers): 


President Det. Sgt. Craig Hill, Leawood, KS Police Dept. 

Exec. VP Officer Richard King, Gladstone, MO Dept. of 
Public Safety 

Secretary Officer Rick Dougan, Lenexa, KS Police Dept. 

Treasurer Officer Brenda Haupt, KCMO Police Dept. 

VP Curt Mathews, Director of Missing Children Unit, 


Missouri State Highway Patrol, Jefferson City 


VP Sgt. Steve Jensen, Kansas Highway Patrol, Olathe 


SERVICES: 


Training Program for Professionals. Three or four day professional 
seminars presented by experts in child victimization. Tuition 
charged to cover seminar expenses. 


Public Awareness Programs (safety programs for children and adult 
education sessions for parents). No charge. 


Emergency Public Service Announcements, TV commercials featuring 

John Walsh and Actors Daniel Travanti and Peter Graves highlighting 

photograph of recently reported missing child to be aired in city of 

abduction. No charge. Upon notification of a missing child, we 
recommend the following guidelines be observed: 

a. A Police Report must be filed immediately. There can be no 
waiting period. 

b. Complete information on the missing child must be 
immediately entered into N.C.I.C. as well as other local 
systems. 

c. The National Center for Missing & Exploited Children in 
Washington, D.C., HOTLINE: 1-800-843-5678, must be notified 
and the child placed on their rolls. 

d. Arrest warrants must be issued on non-custodial abductions. 

e. The Lost Child Network is notified. 


National distribution of Photographs/Safety Tips by corporate 
sponsors, i.e., K MART, REVCO and TARGET stores, OZARK INFOVIEW, 
SAFEWAY, members of the PHOTO MARKETING ASSOCIATION, and various 
newspapers and magazines. No charge. 


x 
Legislation. Craig Hill, President of The Lost Child Network is à 
member of the Kansas Attorney General's task force on missing and 
exploited children. Curt Mathews, a Vice President, has been 
appointed Director of Missouri's newly formed Missing Children Unit. 


D 
Lost Child Network, 
Education, Awareness, Recovery 

Leawood, Kansas 913649-6723 
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PRESS RELEASE 


James F. Ahearn, Special Agent in Charge, Omaha 


Division, FBI, announced the arrest today of sid 
date of se[ tor attempted Extortion 


and Fraud by Wire violations. The arrest was made at a Tulsa, 


Oklahoma, cafeteria without incident by Agents of the FBI 
and Tulsa Police officers. 
Lata. be charged with the attempted extortion 

ee Kor 
of $2,500 from| of missing [P 
John David Gosch, who disappeared on September 5, 1982, while A 
delivering newspapers in West Des Moines, Iowa. [_ftaimea 
to law enforcement officers posing as the[_| that he 
had current information regarding location of their missing 


son in Mexico, which he would exchange for money. in fact, 


[þa no such information. 
[| is being confined in Tulsa City-County Jail, 


Tulsa, Oklahoma, and is scheduled to appear Monday in Tulsa 
before the United States Magistrate for the Northern District X 
of Oklahoma. 
A similar extortion attempt was made against[  ] 
[a 1985, which resulted in the arrest, conviction, Be 


and confinement of 


- 8AC - Security & Complaint Assistants 


BE 
- ASAC 1 - IA ru eH S45] 
~ #3 Supervisor Ji li s.l]: oh 1052 bÀ 
#4 Supervisor rn... ©- 7- E m 
- 45 r i - 80-510 : X 
-8 (12) 
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: Moines newspaper cartier Job y^ 

isappeared. ön his Sunday 

| mornitig paper rogle, TB agents 
have nabhe : 


Thearfestmatks, the: second ektor-. 
tion-aftempt against the.Go: 
85, Robert Herman 


After he told the: Gosches. their son: 


disapbeakance. Méi 
threeseer‘prigon 't term. oo 


cting $11,000 


aid: she ‘Was pleased with * 
the incident was handled: by 
f leral agents. “It was 
h. the least amóunt of ` 
"family as possible,” ste 


pen disappearéd Sept. 5, 
vering the Des Moities 
tei ears.old ' 
time: A: other Des Moines 
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[Accused man— 
readin library ^ 
about Gosches 


By. FRANK SANTIAGO 
er'staitWritee — * i 
A Syracuse, N;X., inan. charged : 
i with attempting to-defraud the pat-,- 
j ents of mis: "West Des Moines 

newspaper. carrier . 
Johnny — Gosch 
| about the 


iof Aiba Ca, E] 
JOHNNY therewvas.ne reason: . 
GOSCH i i 
New York man, David James Schultz, 
«| 36/Rnowis; anytlüng:aboutthenéwspa: - 
per cartier, who-disappearéd:Sept. 5; 
| 1982, while delivering the Des Moines 
| f Sunday! Register neat*h home: 
Schultz-was.arrested Saturday" and 
accused of attempting to defraud 
Noreen and-John Gósch ita schems 
Là i 


: bond: Monday: in.a' "Tulsa jail. He is to 
appear ‘Thursday before a federal 
Ynagistrate:at abond:hearing. >` ; 

The fraud. and extortion charges 
against Schultz carry a-coribined-25. 
ear prison térm and-fines fotaling, 


d "yete 


| had read about 1 


; (vho:called:Friday: “He 
| ¢oeaine dealer and à pilot and had. + 


{-seen:their son in Mexic 


1róm a man: sounded" “somewhat sim 
jiar” in iis details to a scheme by 
Robert H. Meier of Saginaw; Mich. 
E erving.time for swindling the | 
conple-last. year out-of: $150 
“Friday: 's:callér told'Gosch hi oud | H 
her son iméxehange for $4500. 


i was’ arranged, the FBI was: 
alerted, and: Schultz was. arrested in 
Tulsa. He-was:taked into custody in- a i 
Tulsa ‘eafeteria by ËBI agent Joh ; 
Ha ington.and"Tülsá police ‘officer ' 
Pauline Kracht, who. were posing a$ 
the Gosches. 

Ward, athe federal prosecutor hi ; 
"Pulsa, said: he did: not know iE Schultz 
èr bilking the, 
ident had ‘been! 


<Gosches, But.the.i 


widely! publicized, B 


Noréen.Gosch said of the perso: i. 
he was: 


Seen Johnny a án México and could: take . 


leier, who met With tlie Gosches at; 


1 ithe Kansas City airport after tele- { 


phoning them, 1 told:the. coupl he had + 
Meier said : 

nd:the i 
per” near : 
Gosclies. he. 


he-had:heen- dealing in dı 

‘boy-was being held “Ji 

lexico. City. He told th 

-could:take them to:him, : 

ccording; Ward, Schultz’ had ‘been i 

isa about two: weeks:and: was un 
ni 


their son; Ward said. 
Sehultz also is being: hele for violate H 


ine a New York parole stemming 
pow conviction, War 
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ith: 


| —Mother of Johnny Gosch —* 


Says She Knows Abductors 


Des Moines (AP) — Thé mother of 
missing paper boy Johry ‘Gosth. said: 
Tuesday that she:and police know who. 
abducted: her són four years ago and 
that police are "doing everything within 
"theintegaEboundaties" tó'arrestthem. 

Noreen Gosch said that she ‘has 
known the identities: of three Des 
Moines meii and-a pedophiié “contact” 
dn Houston for six months,.arid that.her 
knowledge has caused miahy ihréats 
against members of her'family. 

She declined to identify the-men.. Lt, 


Lylé McKinhey of'thé West Des Moines ` 


police, who has worked on the Gosch 
disappearance, said he was aware of 
Mrs. Gosch's statements but would 
havenocomment. 

“The Johnny Gósch disappearance 
case is an active investigation," he 
Said. “We will act on.any information 


furnished to u$" Hé would not say , 


whether police know the identities of 
the abductors. 

Mis. Gosch had vague answers to 
seyeral questions, saying ber press re- 
lease had "hidden messages" that the 
abductors would understand. She said. 
‘there was a risk that the kidnappers 
"would tiy to: flee, but “that would be 
revealing; tóo, wouldn't it?'* 

Gosch. disappeared "while preparing 


EN ‘dellver Sunday newspapets-near his 


“West Des Moines homie Sept.5, 1982. - 
“We now have evidence providing thé 
identity .(of the abductors)” Mrs. 
ne 


"Gosch said, “The grime was organized, 
We know who these people äre and 
"where they. are Jocated; We liave +e. 
ceived-yery serious threats to:inémbets. 
of the family: concérning this aspéct óf 


the investigation. It is fi ouf best in- ' | 


terest to ‘bring this inforination-óut to 
the public? - . 

„She said the abductors ‘know. she 
khows Wwhò they aré but may nót-kow. 
‘she also has.told police. DEI 

The-family, she said, has-cánceled its’ 
offer of a $200,000. reward for infor- 


mation leading to Johnhy’s wherea-- 


bouts, Rewards.from.other sources still 
arevavailable, she said, 

Mrs. Gosch has been strongly ¢ritical- 
of police efforts. to find her son in the 
past, but shé said police are-now cóop- 
erating. “Police have Been. apprised of 
every-development, "she said. 

She wouldn't say what. is: being done 
to apprehend the men, however. “At 
this time, they are doing everything, 
within their legal boundaries. We kno. 


who they are. 1 can’t comment onf. 


what's happening legally. 
“There'sa lot icanittellyou." — 
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‘Noreen Gosch, mother of the West, 
Des. Moines newspaper carrier’ who 


Indexing: 
* Goseh :said-the family’: [x 
has. uncoverédnames: of Suspects.and 
JOHNNY dut NOREEN 
GOSCH. ĠOŠCH 
"meli, who.were involved. | 
"Shésrould-mobgivé.detailsabout her. suspicions, 'eptto say-thatitwoof.the | 
mhen wete more than-40-years.old.and that: the thitd:had lived:in-Houston, | m 
“Texas, Y 
-Goseh. her information wasn't :stroig-eriough ^ thistime” to support Lu 
ihearrestot the; ‘men. She said-the information:came-trom three persons; one; 


of-whom wasin ‘prison. 

“There have‘heen: severe threats against dur family. P'vé done: this for] peace 
of miind for the:family,” she-sáid in-explaining why:she called a-préis.confer- 
ence, She said the announcement also had: a “hidden-message that only the. 
abductors: would.understand.”* i 

"She would-not discuss the. nature of the-threats-or who: She suspéctsmade ! 
them. . i 

:Gosehisaid'sheé had given the information to West‘ Des:Moines police and tlie 
“owa Division of. Criminal’ ‘Investigation butthey declined.to join tir announcing 
that-leads! had:emerged.in thei ‘case, 

^ “West Bes Moines Police Lt. Lyle'McKinney-said the invéstigation ot Gosch's 
- disappearance Sept. 5, 1982, -continuesbt fi 

& source close tothe: investigation 
‘the information to-police but had: déélined to-sáy- where it came from. "We. 
have ‘no way of checking it-out without kiowing where it came from,” the | — 
source said. He'saidiinvestigators were “‘skeptical-without knowing more.” 

Investigators. haven't uncovered, deads th int to what. happened to. 
Johnny Gosch. Thereihas been: speculation: ‘that fie-ywas.. abductediby. a persón 
WhodiveSimror near Des Moines. à 

‘The ‘disappearance. of newspaper. carrier Eugene ‘Martin. Aug. 12, ï 
.a gouth Des-Moines neighborhood máy-be.connected, sa 
there‘has heen-no evidence:to link the‘two: Martin; like Gost 
. ‘the Des/Moines Sunday Register. 

‘Gosch said the private inyestigation: disclosed that her son-was‘taken by;peo-- > 
ple who.deal in-children:mostly for pornographic purposes. The-suspects, she | 
said, weré involved in.other abductions, including-that of Martin. 

‘Gosch-said:she -was:making the-announcement ‘to puf.the kidnappers” on 
E tice that.shé ànd-her husband, Jolin, continue 4o-work “against: overwhelm- 

odds” to: unravel: ‘the mystery. j 
is may’ “not be completely. itnderstood by the public,” she:said, but “we. ( Z- 10. 53- S h, TEL . 
want totéllthose-responsilie that we know-who:they-are:” | ! 5 K - - 
oseh said. she-waswithdtawing.a-réward, which.she:sai id-tótaled "several i : ` rum DEPT 
hundréd thousands.óf-dollars;"^for the saféreturmofher son; Sheswouldnot say Pp NS 
"888 xu 


why. She said:the-decision didnot affect.a $125, 000 reward: pledged: by the 
T— | 
[ Pie 


newspaper. and:sevéral businesses: 


‘she thinks her-sof-is;alive, Goseh.said, “T -can't comment on: bis 


she had said er son probably was den. 
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por Bore eec Nd bee itary Submitting Office: OMAHA 
discov rwhat she has 
ery, Ne son Goappeeres called.a botched inyestigation, how 
‘appeal thholdithe public salvos, Indexing: 
and some: Say ‘she may have mei. Ju 
lowed. i i 
S." John Gosch, however, oesn’t. see f 

the. change. . 


"It's gotten to a 


£ 'oyery.ir th e parkini: lot 

| broight excitement. Tt ai 
"his Wife ‘Noreen's: sug; that: 

| Before Johnny Goseh disappeared| - 

Prue 1982, he had been-stalked:! 

E ud 


l^ 'stbélte we've bec 


Ve relied on experts. 
ilio ve been through! 


t ve héither rejecte come up Witli som. di | Stilt Has'Hopes - 
dorsed;theitheory. Afteria más- v and it still hasn't, ‘There-are days wheti! i dus 
^ 3 dead; but-he-says:hestilhas 
‘i er four years,” he-says, ‘ gene is. 
| gation-and local: police, investigators, Tike being concent tion: yi hopes that py T nnm. ; 
E A i Your body ye Ae 
Eh N a | ht rae aetian mt 
ance Aug. 12, 198 cue cus," she says, but she -and:her hüs-: - they ave their black.days, ey 
: band h haven't withdrawn from the{ x ,, ANNIVERSARY 


P | A ^ Piae turnto dd 


hile te siiystertes persist and. k; a: who hasbeenso° 
: l'remain-the same, the livés.of those ‘deeply i ‘was a good father, a- 
| who have been swept up-by it Have} harin working man. He has beericut to « 
| icm . We both ied 


7-/05.3 -Ùh À- 536 
ub a7 


s ‘know he 

loik the same, butif: 

se ft maybe it wilt hélp-bring. him. 
k," John Gosch says. 

À few leads. trickle. in for both ins- 
vestigations, says West: Des. Moines- 
Policë yle: ‘McKinney, buts they 
‘are mostly unconfirméd sightin; 
Thé-tips.come from people who:think 
they've- seen the boys but: 
! mere‘information. 


ES 
E 
& 
ifi 
Sg: 
EZ. 
Bu 
B 


and, reported: ‘Seeing: all th 
missing children: in: a recent ; missing, 
person booklet. 
Danglesia Nut . 
An Arizona man who travels ‘the: 
Sountry calls: occasionally and:asks if 
there has been:progress in the ihvesti- 
(ations. He is a diviner who dangles a. 
lut at thé end-of astring.over a-tnap, 
"Hésays ihenut has | the. bower to spot 


Education, an “alternative” igh 
scliool, studied. the: Gosches.and! 
tins and other-parents of missing. chil- 
dren for'a. doctoral dissertation. 
“Children. are not supposed: to diš- | 
appear from faite m says. “it's: 
Panes wd ees ti 
rete 


spect: They:tave: accejtedithe 


"p 
entsáre ot Bure hat theit child has: ] 
Most parents: would. rather: sacrifice; 
but the hardest thing. i 
what has happened.” ' 
says that co 
more than lialfthie couples visi ] 
childreii eitlier' Separate or or are di- 


He: print. “The Gosches hai 


ences: in each other. 


MISSING 


JOHN DAVID GOSCH 


Taken 81/82 School Year Taken Febr. '82 Fair Photo '82 


DESCRIPTION: Age: 13 years old, D.O.B.: Nov. 12, 1969, Ht: 5'7” Wt: 145 Ibs. Hair: light 
brown, Eyes: blue, Complexion: medium Teeth: gaps between front teeth, Shoe Size: 912-10, 
Marks/Scars: freckles, large birthmark upper left chest, horseshoe shaped scar on tongue, 
large lower lip. Stature: At 13 years old, John has the physical appearance of a boy 15 or 
older. 


John David Gosch was last seen on Sunday, September 5, 1982 at approximately 6:06 A.M. 
He was believed to have been abducted when starting his paper route at 42nd and Marcourt 
Lane in West Des Moines, lowa. 


John was believed to have been wearing a white sweat shirt with the words KIM'S ACADEMY 
on the back of it along with black warm up pants and blue rubber thongs. Missing also with 
John is his yellow paperbag and wire cutters. 


REWARD 


A $25,000.00 REWARD has been offered for the safe return of John David Gosch in addition 
to a-$10,000.00 REWARD for imformation leading to his whereabouts. 


Anyone having information to John’s whereabouts, please call : LOCAL F.B.I OFFICE or 
INVESTIGATIVE RESEARCH AGENCY, INC. (312) 745-1111 or John's parents JOHN and 
NOREEN GOSCH at (515) 225-7456. 


Sponsored by the Help Find Johnny Gosch Fund, Inc. 
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By! FRANK SANTIAGO. 
Répister Still Write? 

"David: James Schultz, sho: saidh 
could:find missing West Des: Moines 
Aewspaper:cari limy. Gosch, ‘has 
been sentenced j] n 


ents, 

Authorities said Schultz, 36, aSyra- 
tuse, N.Y., dative, engineered the 
g reading in a periodical 
ata Tulsá, Okla., library about the. 
boy's apparent: abduction. 
: Schultz had t ned the Gosches 


| ‘in Tulsa. 

“ Sehuliz was arresled'in August.at a: 
ilsa cafeteria by two FBI agents 
positg-as-Jdohh, and Noreen Gosch..No 


for attempting to:bilk e, par- 


ered.to'lead them £o:their son ` 


JOHNNY. 
` 60s8cH 


money was exchanged. 


NOREEN 
GOSH. 


‘The:séntencing-ended yet another: 
tüizarre twist in/thez mystery: that:has 
surrounded thé missing youngster 
since hë disappeared: Sept, 5, 1982, 
d ‘GOSCH 
“Please turn tå nia POTEM 
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while delivering thé Des Moines‘Sun- 
‘day Register.néar his:home. He was 
3,12 years old. 


find a;shred-of iy havo Been to. itidi+ 


cate: what happened to him. Although 


the case-is suspiciously similar to the 
- disáppéaránce. ot "Eugene Martin, ait: 


| Gosches. On. Áug. als 


-Goseh:said of Schultz ‘Thursday. Kon 
! top of all: thé pain weé:havé.sufféred;, 
-it's a:shamie that we:fiavé torbe 

tims of thisrkinid:of-erep à; 


thorities-havé been unable:to lirik. the} 
"two; Martin, then. 14, vanished: Aug: 
12, 1984, while delivering the Des] — 
Moinés Sunday Register near his) 
south-side-home.. 

Schultz. is:the:second inan. to. «Br "i 
prison for attempting to-swindle the, 


Herman. Meier TE 


yi 
"Nos thatheis: going tö jail, the, 
mah got. what fe deserved! s^ Noreen. 


jAssistanti U. 


9 the Gosches, butt! 
‘he did:not.know if Schultz’ 
had. p Meier's: story: 


Judge Ellison he wanted to get ar-y 
rested. by. federal: authorities- :tó give: 
them: information abont: organize ki] 
crime, Ward ‘Sai 

“He. dréamed.up:that story: rafter’ hed 
‘was. atrested, 9i determined,” 
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Johnny Disappeared Five- Years Ago 


Pain Doest! 


Siinai 


Reg Moines (AP) — Late one recent 
night, Urbandale, Iowa, police got'a. 
breathless call from a mum saying a 
hitchhiker had made off with his new 
luxury car and had taken his 7-year-old 
somas well. 

Police jumped to action, and in- 
Stantly even the FBI was notified. 

Several years ago, the procedure 
might have been different. Then, re- 
ports of runaway or missing children 
were filéd, but police assumed that the 
children soon-would'show up unharmed, 
. and they were usually correct, 

That was before Johnny Gosch, a 
West Des Moines paperboy, turned up 
missing five years'ago Sept. 5. 

The lonely search continues for 
Gosch, now 17 if he's alive, but the 
legacy of the case has made police 
kéenly aware of missing children cases, 

No 24-Hour Wait 

After the call in Urbandale, police 
- instantly flashed descriptions of the car 
and driver to law officers in the area. 
Soon, they were broadcast statewide, 
Nearby states were notified, and the 
lescriptions were put in a national 

rime.computer, 

As a matter of policy, FBI agents 

ished to the Urbandale station, and 
agents of the Iowa Division of Criminal 
Investigation also converged there, The 
news media were.notified. 

The hunt was on, 

“We used to wait 24 hours," said Lt, 
Delbert King, who handled the Urban- 

ale case. "But then with the Johnny 
Gosch case, we kind of saw the fallacy 
inthat." 

As it turned out, the Urbandale re- 
port was a false alarm. Six hours later, 
the boy was safe with his grandmother, 
‘The father, a discouraged drifter, was 
charged with filing a faise report. 

There have been no happy endings 
for the Gosch family, however. 

Publicity Abandoned 

“The pain doesn't diminish,” said his 
mother, Noreen Gosch, who has given 
up her publicity campaign to get 
Johnny back, 

“A lot of people say to us, ‘I suppose 
its easier now that it's five years.” But 
4tisn’t. You hear a particular song that 
ws his favorite ... it pierces the 
heare" - 


iin, E 
WMoridMerald | 
John and Noreen Gosch .,, Boy's par- i 
-ents blame police for slow respunise. 


She remembers the last time she saw | 
hirn, the night of Sept, 4. i 

“He walked up to me, he was already 
taller than me, and he said, ‘Morn, I'l’: 
always love you, remember that” TH i 
never forget it.” 

Tite next morning, Johnny left to de- i 
liver the Des Moines Sunday Register, | 
His wagon full of papers was found, but : 
the boy disappeared withouta trace] — | 

Mrs, Gosch blames slow poli] re 
abductors get 


sponse for letting the 
away, 
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. Lyle McKinney, the WestDes 
Moinen-<etective who bas coordinated 
the investigation, responded, "We did 
what we thought was right.” 

Svon, however, there were massive 
searches and huge rewards, along with 
à sustained news media campaign by 
Mrs. Gosch and her husband, John, to 
find the boy. 

Nat one solid tead has been found. 

False Reports 

The case was made all the more 
painful by false reports. 

Dollar bilis bearing the message "I 
am alive” were found, and the Gosches 
were swindled of more than $11,000 by a. 
Saginaw, Mich., man who claimed the 
boy was being held prisoner in Mexico. 
Robert Herman Meier, now 21, was 
convicted of fraud and is in prison. 

Posters bearing Johnny's picture 


were sent across the country. Enor- . 


mous pictures and messages were 
pasted on the sides of semitrailer 
trucks. ` 

The Gosches criticized police, saying 
they were dragging their feet. 

“There have been critics who were 
outraged with us because we fought for 
our child,” Mrs, Gosch said recently. 
“Does this mean they wouldn’t fight for 
their own children?" 

In spring 1984, the Iowa Legistature 
approved what was known as the John- 

y Gosch Bill requiring police to rd 
‘spond. immediately to missing childre| 

Ses. A month after it went on th 
spooks, Aug. 12, there was.a second dist. 
appearance with eerie similarities. 


Eugene Martin 
N Martin, then 13, yanished, 
while delivering the Des Moines Sunday 
Register to a southside Des Moines 
area, As in the Gosch case, there were 
no witnesses, 

Police responded rapidly this Gme, 
but no trace was found, 

The boy's father, Don Martin, re- 
cently said he is convinced that his son 
is alive and has been forced to: be 
someone’s slave, perhaps overseas. Be- 
cause of similarities between the-cases, 


^ many investigators suspect a connec- 


tion, but it never has been proven, 

Mrs, Gosch said she is convinced that 
she knows the name and address of a 
man who was involved, 

` “He is under observation, We'll wait 
until he makes a mistake,” she said. 

“Someone who would steal-one child 
qnd then come back and steal another 
qould very well take athird one.” 

Sara Swaim of the Criminal Investi- 
gation Division declined to say whethe] 
there was a suspect. ^ 

“We continue to pursue leads in thi 
Gosch case, although they’re getting 
few and far between,” he said, . 

National Effort 

‘The Gosches testified before congres- 
sional hearings and worked toward cre- 
ation-of the National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children in. June 1984; 

“The Johnny Gosch case was one of 
several cases that gained national at- 
tention and made it clear that the issue 
of missing children was a national is- 
sue," said Barbara Chapman, spokes- 
woman for the center, 

In its first three years, she said, the 
center fielded reports of 14,735 cases, 
Of those, 7,967 children were found 


alive and 90 were found dead. The rest. 


remained unaccounted for, 
Of the reports, almost ali are either 
runaways.or stolen by relatives, usually 


parents who don't have custody. Only ` 


432 were abducted by strangers. Gf 
those, 179 have been returned, and | 
are dead, j 

| The rest are missing, including Wh- 
Bene Martin and Johnny Gosch. 
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By FRANK SANTIAGO 
Rogister Statt Weiter 

An Ohio man recently was in Des 
Moines with a yellowed copy of a na- 
tional tabloid that said he could còl- 
lect a large reward if he found 
missing newspaper carriers Johnny 
Gosch and Eugene.Martin. 

“Let me ask you,” he.said to-an iud 
vestigator. “What happened?” 

Five yéars — almost to the day — 
after the disappearance of Gosch, the 
first of the two Des. Moines-area boys. 
to be, abducted. in similar circum- 
stances, the question still is asked. 

Neither thé authorities, including, 
local and state investigators and the 
FBI, nor a parade of private investi- 
gators and-clairveyants and fortune 
hunters like the Ohio man who is after 
a reward, have picked. up a trail. 

Donald and Sue Martin, father and 


parted because-of strain of the abduc- 

tion, they say. At the home of Noreen 

and John Gosch, the phone still occa- 

sionally rings with calls from:cruel 

pranksters. "Is Johnny home?" they 

ask aùd hang up. i 
, TweSidesof People — . 

«hore is a side where people have 
been extremely kind,” says Noreen 
Gosch. “Atd there's the flip side, the 

,smállér side, of extreme negative re- 
sponses.” k 

On Sept. 5, 1982, Johnny Gosch 
climbed out of bed shortly before 6 
am, The 12-year-nld left his West Des 
Moines home with-his wagon and dog. 

At a newspaper drop-off point a 
few blocks away, he gathered bundles. 
of The Des Moines Sunday Register. 
He was.seen by other carriers talking 
to a man who sat in a parked car. 
Then Gosch walked alone down the 
street into the early morning dark- 
ness and vanished. 

‘The dog returned home. The wagon 
was found a few blocks from where | 
Goseh picked up his papers. The : 
newspapers. were untouched, There ' 
was no noise, no sign of à struggle, no : 
ransom hote to fallow. E 

Eugene Martin, 13, left his house ; 
early Aug. 12, 1984, He walked a few 
blocks inthe south Des Moinesgeieb- 
porhood to pick up bundles of The 


stepmother of the missing hoy, have > 


Gaosch case files Sth year” 
of pranks, scams and hope 


EUGENE 
MARTIN C 


SORUNY 
GOSCH 


Sunday Register. Some people who 
passed by said they saw the youngster ! 
folding papers. ES i 
Some Papers Folded | 

Hours later, Eugene Martin's. par 
per bag was found at the drop site. 
Some papers were folded and stuffed, 
into the bag. There was. nothing else. 

Police have been-unable to connect 
the iwoabductions although there are 
similarities, including the age of the 
boys and círeumstances òf their dis- 
appearances. < 

There have been no confirmed 
Sightings of the youngsters, authori- 
ties say, although there have beer 
hundreds of such calis. There are sus- 
picions that the boys-are dead, that 
the abductions were planned, West 
Des Moines Police Lt. Lyle McKin- 
ney, one of thekey jnvestigators, says 
the hope the boys are alive hasn't 
heen abandoned: 

The Goshes continue the search and 
te burn a porch light in the hope their 
son may return, This year they cele- 
brated their 20th wedding anniversa- | 
xy. P i 


“We were always close," says | 
Noreen Gosch. “Jorn and I are best ; 
friends. If we don't keep together as a , 
team, nobody else is going’th.keenup į 
the search." ee 
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4 Des Moines news- 


| Witat might Johan Gosch look 


like today? FBI guessés | 


By FRANK SANTIAGO 
Register Statt Writer 

if Johnny 
Gosch, the West 


paper carrier 
missing since 
1982, is still alive, 
what does he look 
like now? 

Does he resem- 
ble his father 
more than his 
mother? Xs his "d 
face thinner or "eost 
rounder? Has he kept the boyish look? 

The FBI, assembling an unusual 
combination of technology and police 
work for the first time, is attempting 
to find the answers in a case thatihas 
baffled investigators for more than 
53e years. 

Two technicians from the FBI's 
Jaboratories in Washington, D.C., vis- 

ited. Des Moines Wednesday to begin 
imaking a computer picture of what 


he youngster might look like today. .. 


JOHN 
GOSCH 


NOREEN 

GOSH 
Hé was 12 years old when he disap- | 
peared Sept. 5, 1982, while delivering | 
the Des Moines Sunday Register. 

The FBI technique, known as the | 
Face Aging System, will use'a video 
camera to scan the most recent pho- ; 
tograph of Gosch. The image will he, 
reproduced digitally by a compiti T ! 
and altered by a technician. j 

“Yor “th find that as children git | 

older, their noses gain at the bridge ; 
and their lower j jaw develops. They ; 


aje losing that baby fat," said Gene 
CIDonneli, the FBI's visual specialist, 
dhring his Des Moines visit. 

* The technique has been used to help 
plastic surgeons reconstruct faces. 
The FBI also expects to use it to 
"age" felons who have been on the 
lam for years. 

O'Donnell and Horace Heafner, 
chief of graphics, photographed the 
faces of parents Noreen and John 
Gosch several times at their home 
and gathered old pietures of the cou- 
ple, some dating back to their teen 
years, The photos will provide a 
wealth of information on how their 
faces developed and are constructed, 
details that influence the looks of 
their son. 

Johnny Gosch won’t have his fa- 
fher's dimple, but likely will have the 

hin of his mother. The youngster 
‘definitely will look like his dad, but 
have influences from his mother,” 
O'Donnell said. The face will be 


Ble his last photos. 

“There will be maturing ald skull 4 
growth, which staps at; the age of 16,” 
O'Donnell said. 

Expected io be ready in two i 
months, the pieture of the aged 
youngster will be 80 to 90 percent ac- 
curate, said Heafner, unless Gosch 
has gained or lost considerable 
weight or hasbeen injured or scarred. 
‘The picture will then be distributed. 

Heafner said the FBI chose Gosch 
for its first computer aging effort be- |; 
cause of "the keen interest in the | 
case," 

Gosch. left his West Des Moines 
home early Sunday on the 1982 Labor 
Day weekend. He picked up newspa- 
pers at a drop site a few blocks away, |. 
and rolled his wagon up the street to |. 
begin his route. The wagon, Jaden : 


^" Gosch 
Please turn to Page 8M |. 


a 
stretched, likely thinner, dem | 
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FBI to create Gosch photograph’ | 


Continued from Page IM 

with undelivered. newspapers, was 
found untouched on'a nearby side- 
walk. 
massive and continuing search: 
by} local, state and federal investiga- 
ters has been unable to find a shred of 
ilformation that would indicate what 


happened to the boy or if he is alive. 


Tovestigators say they have no. in- 


formation to iridicate'heis dead, 


Almost two.years later, on Aug. 12, 
1984, Eugene Martini, 13, also disap- 
peared.in the early hours while deliv- 


ering the Des Moinés Sunday Regis- . 
ter, He was in a south Des-Momes, 


neighborhood néar his home, some 


seven miles from where Gosch van- 
ished. 

Policé suspect Martin was abduct- 
ed, but have no other information. 
"They havé been unable to-link the two 
mysterious cases. 

There are no plans to: construi a al 
eomputer-aged face of Martin, sc id 
Heafner. 
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By FRANK SANTIAGO 
Resister Stati Weiter 

Using à new computer technique, 
the FBI has aged the face of newspa- 
per carrier Johnny Gosch, who van- 
ished without a trace almost six years 
ago, 
The drawing, released Wednesday, 
shows a mature young man with thin 
‘eyebrows, pronounced lips and a nar- 


evident in the last known photos of 
Gosch taken in 1982 when he was 12 
years old, 

But the face is also different, lon- 
ger and thinner than the boy whose 
picture has appeared on thousands of 
posters nationwide. 

“We've seen it and we're pleased,” 
said Noreen Gosch, his mother, after 
viewing the drawing. “We see resem- 
blances to members of our family." 

Prepared at the FBI labs.In Wash- 
ington, D.C., the picture Is actually a 


row nose, characteristics that were - 


FBI makes guess at how Gosch looks today ` 


pencil drawing of what atcomputer 
might have produced. An FBI spokes- 
man said technicians had the soft- 
ware to make a drawing, but lacked 
the hardware to make a clear image. 

“We got something that looked like 
a television picture, It just wasn’t 
good enough to reproduce,” he said, 

A technician drew an exact copy of 
the computer image and the resulting 
picture was made public, 

The drawing is to he used as an in- 
vestigative tool, a guide to law en- 
forcement officers who wonder what 
ihe missing Gosch may look like 
today. It will not be posted publicly. 

Gosch left his West Des Moines 
home early Sunday of the 1982 Labor 
Day weekend to deliver the Des 
Molnes Sunday Register. After pick- 
ing up his newspapers at a drop site, 
he rolled his wagon up the sidewalk 


the FBI technique uses a. video 
camera to scan the most recent 
photographs of a subject. The image 
ds then reproduced digitally by acom- 
puter and then altered by a techni- 
cian, 

Technicians photographed the 
faces of parents Noreen and John 
Gosch several times at their home 
and gathered old pictures of the cou- 
ple, some dating to their teen years. 


According to technicians, the 
photos provide a wealth of informa- 
tion on how the faces of the couple de- 

‘veloped and are constructed, details 
that influence the looks of their son. 


The procedure has been used to 
help plastic surgeons reconstruct 
faces. The FBI also expects to use It 
to “age” felons who havẹ been on the 
Jam for years. 


and disappeared. The wagon was 
found about a block away with the pa- 
per bundles untouched. There were no 
slgns of the youngster. 

Almost two years later, ina south 
Des Moines neighborhood, Register 
newspaper carrier Eugene Martin, - 
12, disappeared without a trace in the 
early morning hours of Aug; 12, 1984, 
also a Sunday. 

The FBI and police have no leads in 
either case. They suspect the two 
were kidnapped but have been unable 
io link the cases or determine if 
either of the youngsters is alive. 

There are no plans to construct a 
computer-aged face of Martin at this 
time, according to the FBI. FBI offi- 
cials gave no reason, but a technician 
sald earlier they wanted to see how 
the procedure worked with Gosch. 

Known as the Face Aging System, 
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 |Amomentofsilene ~) <=. 
-for ‘Class of 19 Never — = 


By FRANK SANTIAGO 

17 register Stati Writer 

".— There wili be a moment of silence at Valley High School'sgraduation | 

ceremoniés Sunday, a stillness that will speak loudly about teen-agers}; 

.] . growing up in the 1980s. | 
| Five students who might have been among the 490 graduating:seniors ; 
won't be there. They have, in widely separate circurüstancés, been kid- 
napped, slain, killed by accident or died of natural.causes. 

.. “Pye riever-seen this many missing," says Principal Robert Brooks, 
who will ask that the fieldhouse crowd be hushed ‘Sh memory of those 
students who could have. been part of the 1988 graduating family.” 

, , “These aré the kids who in the last 13 years since they started in kin- 

*. dergarten could have been here,” he says. a 


Johnny Gosch might have been on stage. He was 12 years old and a S 
Ñ p 


Indexing: 


- | +" seventh-grader when he was kidnapped Sept, 5, 1982, while delivering 
=, newspapers near. his West Des Moines home. He remains missing. 

"Harold Kelelsen Jr. waskilled by a bullet that penetrated'a window of 
his home in 986a he sat on a cot in his bedroom. Police say the shooting 


- was theresult of a neighborhood dispute. 4 
-. Franklin Sanchez-collapsed ira school darkroom in 1986-when he-in- 
- tentionally inhaled Freon frora an aerosol can, apparently as a lark. His 
-" heart developed an irregular beat and stopped. 
j- James. Olson. died last year in a hospital after developing intestinal 
; problems. ' 
2 Kyle Douglas Wiesner was killed May 13 when the car he was.riding in 
left acurve three miles north of Winterset and rolled several times. Dur- 
ingtlie ceremonies, his brother Bryan, a sophomore at Valley, will-go to 
~ the stage to receive Kyle's diploma. " - 
. Brooks says the missing classmates have been.on-the graduates’ li r 
1 
! 


minds. d 
«' “Tread a poem at practice yesterday and you could hear-a pin drop. It 
+ was ‘Written by a mother of a graduating student and she’s called it, 
: YALLEY 
Please turn to Page 104^ 
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Valley honors 
5 absent pupils 


Continued from Page One 
‘Class of 19 Never.” 

“Youth swaggers with immor- 
tality, death’s sting seems never 
real; ` ` 

A careless fling and now death’s 
stingischasing atyour heels.” 

“Phe poem seems to capture the 
fragility of life,” says Brooks. “I think 
the students realize they have to step 
back and take a look at how precious 
it is.” 

Noreen Goseh, mother of the 
missing newspaper carrier, says nei- 


| ther she nor her husband will attend 
d theceremony.” - . 


“I have tried to put it out of my 
mind that he would be-graduating 
now," she says. "The last week has 
been real hard, more difficult than I 
anticipated, You have to put these 
painful things aside because that’s the 
‘way tó cope, 


“But you keep getting these flash- 


backs. We still think of him as a 12- 
year-old and wonder what he would 
have been like if he were here. Then. 


| there's a big empty space of time. I 
$ think I've been doing more crying in. 


the last week than I’ve done in the 
last tero years.” 
Gosch says she is touched by the 
school’s decision to have the silent 
‘memorial. p 

“It's nice of them to care enough 
for their fellow students to do thisand 
for the officials to allow it to hap- 


See 
BAROLO FRANKLIN. 
KETELSEN JR. SANGHEZ 


KYLE DOUGLAS"... 
WIESNER 


sosen 


| 
i 
| 


It shouldn't dampen the day for th} 
kids who are going out into the world) 
ĮI mean this is their day. 1 hope it 
doesn’t have a real depressing effect 
on those wonderful kids.” ed 


pen,” she says. . 
“Nothing beyond this is pu 
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| By MELANIE LEWIS - 
Register Staff Writer 
Noreen Goseh, mother of missing, 
newspaper carrier Johnny Gesch, is 
among four people running for a va- 
cant West Des Moines City Council 
seat. 
Gosch, who has been at the fore- 
front of efforts to find missing chil- 
. dren since her son's disappearance in 
< 1982, said she decided to run. for the 
` at-large seat left vacapt.by the resig- 
nation of-Councilman Gary Davidson 
because she could bring “new Blood to 
the council." 
Davidson quit in May to protest a 
move hy three council members to 
fire City Manager John Bryan. Bry- 
an, who wag city manager for seven 
years, resigned Monday because the 
dispute had taken its toll orhis staff, 
ihesaid. | 
Xf elected, Gosch, 44, said she 
would concentrate her efforts on 
‘safety programs to make sure the 
city is equipped to handle any emer- 
gency. “With the rate of growth of the 
population and industry we must 
make sure we have adequate emer- | 
gency services,” she said. d 
During the past 5% years, Gosch ; 
said, she has gained experience in : 
crime prevention and public safety 
through her work with organizations 
that try to find missing children, in- 
cluding the Iowa Runaway, Homeless 
and Missing Children Advisory Coin- 
mittee, Gosch and her husband, John, 
later resigned from the organization 
jj because of what they say was criti- | 
cism from board members who | 


emphasis on missing children. 

Johnny Gosch disappeared Sept. 5, 
1982, while delivering the Des Moine: 
Sunday Register near the family's) 
West Des Moines home. Since then,i 
nib parents have worked for legista-, 
tin to make it easier for authorities | 
aild parents to obtain information 
about missing children. 


‘Noreen Gosch running 
for open city council seat 


# council seat is not prompted by any 
dissatisfaction with the present «| i 


thought they were putting too much - 


Y willbe the decision to build new fire 


Noreen Gesch ` 
Concerned with safety programs i 


~ oreeh Goseh said her bid for the 


administration, althongh she has eriti 
icized the West Des Moines Police De} 
partment’s handling of her son's disi 
| appearance, 

The Gosches accused the depart- 
ment of negligence because they say 
police officials considered their son a. 
runaway and were slow to respond to 
his disappearance. The couple also 
accused the police of not interviewing 
people who were around at the time 
of the disappearance, 

Gosch is office manager for Ecolab 
Ine. in Des Moines. She also runs. a. 
nail care business and teaches exer- |' 
€ise classes for the West Des Moines 
School District's continuing educa- 
tion program. 

Also running for the council seat 
are: 

9 Mary Francis Rodish, who was 
appointed to fill. the vacancy until the 
|; Aug. 23 election. 

The biggest issue facing the city 
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le rapid growth of the city, she said. | 

Rodish, 69, served eight years oi 
tile West Dés Moines Parks Board 
She started the West Des Moines Girls. 
Softhall Association 25 years ago. 

€ Ted Ohmart, chairman of the 
city’s parks board for seven years. 
Ohmart ran for the council in 1985 
but lost to Davidson. 

€ Kenneth Westerback, a former 
thief financial officer for Equitable 
DE Iowa who served as a West Des 
Moines. city councilman for nine 
years. 
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By FRANK SANTIAGO 
M ister Statt Writer 

he 6-year-old mystery of Johnny 
Ghsch got new life Tuesday, but, as 
has happened many times before, the 
hope quickly faded. 

‘A blond 18-year-old under psychi- 
atric observation in Tulsa, Okla., isn’t 
the boy who apparently was abducted 
two blocks from his home in Septem- 
per 1982 while preparing to deliver 
newspapers, authorities said. 

Like previous leads through the 
years which placed Goseh in a sub- 
way train in Toronto or ina hospital 


ped in Fort Lauderdale, Fia, the Tul- - 


sa report was triggered by coverage 


| of the case in the national media, in 


this case a stofy in People magazine. 
The magazine published an ac- 
count of Noreen Gosch’s struggle to 
find her son and a computer-en- 
hanced FBI drawing of how the 
ipungster might look today. Gosch 
"jas 12 when he disappeared. 
\ Julie Cartwright, à spokeswoman 
for the National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children in Was.üng- 


Qj- om 7-1053 


f (8 


cl 
66 This has been like a voller-coaster ~ 

ride for us. We had hope, but in the back : 
of our minds we knew it may not be39 c 


—Noreen Gosch ' 
mother of missing newspaper: carrier Johnny Gosch 


store and went into a restroom, then 
climbed into a false ceiling and re- ' 
fused to come out. The youth, who had 
a handgun, was taken toa local hospi- : 
tal after he was coaxed down withan ` 
offer of a cold drink and an aspirin. . 


ton, D.C., said the center received a 
dozen calls when the magazine began 
appearing in the area. 

“the calers mostly wanted to 
know more. That's an extraordinary 
amount o£ calls for'such-an old case,” 


she said. 
Tulsa World columnist JoAnn Gor- 
don said she saw thé People story and 


saw a resemblance to a youth ar- ` 


rested last week after a six-hour 
stand-off with police in a Tulsa con- 
venience store. “It’s a long shot, tuti 
decided:to call,” she said, 
jnvestigators said the youth had 


been hanging around the convenience. 


He was not charged. . i 

Investigators said the youth ap-! 
pears to have amnesia. He said he | 
Was. born. in. Omaha, that his name; 
was Roy Leon Lane and that he was: 
the son of a Garnet, Kan., couple. The 


information couldn't be ve ified, | 
police said. 

‘The report created some tense'xo- . 
ments for Noreen Gosch. tj 


~ (65391) - 5EF 


Fet/ Dos 


"We appreciate people's interest,” 
she said. “This lias been like.a roller- 
sfoaster ride for-us. We had hope, but 
in the back of our minds we knew it 
ihay net be." 

4 Gosch would be 18 years old and 
had blond hair and blue eyes.like-the 


Tulsa teen-ager, but: police quickly | 


eliminated the youth because he 
didn't have-a birthmark on the upper 
left part of his chest or teeth marks 
Gosch received on his tongue in a fall. 
Police have no fingerprints of 
Gosch, only dental records and de- 

: scriptions of body markings. 


West Des Moines Police Lt. Lyle 


McKinney said the investigation con- 
tinues, but few leads have surfaced in 
recent years. 

“We can't turn our backs on any- 
thing,” he said. “Something: someday 
may turn up.” 

JOne of the-most. widespread police 
inyestigations in the state's history, 
the search. for Gosch and newspaper 


[0 TULSA AMNESIA 


SKETCH VICTIM T 
peared two years later while deliv- 
ering the Des Moines Sunday Regis- 
ter, has turned up no leads. Martin 
last was seen folding papers on a 
south Des Moines street, seven miles 
froriwhereGoschhadbeen. — . 
Goséh had. picked up his bundles of 


newspapers and talked with a man in 


a parked car and to other carriers. He 
then walked alonewith his wagon.and 


vanished a block away. The wagon i 


was found with the bundles un- 


catrier Eugene Martin, who disap- _ touched. + 
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By The Associated Press 
The mother of missing newspaper carrier Johnny Gosch said Thursday that > M or 
| she béliéves an incident involving another carrier this week is comected with © | Classification: 

the 1982 disappearance of her son, Submitting Office: Omaha 
"Until somebody proves to me that they're not, Fm cone , 
vinced,” said Noreen Gosch of West Des Moines. Her son 
Johnny, then 12, disappeared Sept. 5, 1982, while preparing E 
to deliver the Des Moines Sunday Register in West Des MER 
Moines, 3 
is Miller, a Clive police detective, said. he doubts the. 


Ghsch case had. anything to do with the incident involving 
Mike Fackler, 10. The boy's father, Steve Fackler, sald a 
hehvy-set man wearing a jogging suit and driving a white car 
chased his son while the boy was delivering papers before 
dawn Tuesday in Clive, a Des Moines suburb. 

"The boy bolted to safety at a nearby House. A man match- NOREEN 


ing the same general description, but driving a white van, . GOSCH : f 
chased a newspaper carrier in Indianola about six weeks ago, officials have 
said. S 


Goseh said there were reports of other newspaper carriers being chased. 
shortly before her son and another Des Moines Register carrier, Eugene Mar- 
tin, disappeared. Theré has been no. sign.of either Gosch. or Martin, then 13, 
| who disappeared in Des Moines in 1984, - 

Gosch said police shauld’give more credence to the'latest incident, "Do the: 
think these criminals stop with-one and quit their careers?" she asked. “The 
| history speaks for itself," . " : OT 

Miller, the detective, said the Incident involving ‘Backler doés ot appear to -y 

similar to the Gosch:casé, But-he said police are taking the incident serious- t - 
Y and have alerted nearby police departments. t ar 

/Detective Lyle McKinney of the West. Des Moines Police Departmerit, who | 


pa 
! 
i 
i 
i 
i 


n 


$ led the investigation of Johnny Gosch's disappearance, also said-he 4 
doubted there was any connection between the latest incident and. the two 5 
missing carriers, But McKinney said it was tod early-to draw any firm-conclu- 
sions. nant 
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2 abductions, 
attack linked 


| By FRANK SANTIAGO 
Rooiefer Statt Weiter 
Suspecting a possible link to two 
| missing newspaper carriers, the Divi- 
sion of Criminal Investigation 
Monday entered the investigation of a 
weekend assault of an Indianola 
newspaper carrier, 


In an unusual move, the agency en- i 
tered what appears to be a routine [! 


local case because of “curious” simi- 


larities to the apparent abductions o£ | 


carriers Johnny Goseh and Eugene 
Martin, said Eugene Meyer, the DCPs 
assistant director. 

Gosch and Martin were delivering 
The Des Moines Register, as was the 
Indianola carrier, before they van- 
ished without a trace in 1982 and 
1984. The Indianola carrier was 
attacked early Saturday, 

"There are obviously things here 

; thaij we want to explore,” Meyer sal. 

; He baid the DCI's participation & 
beel requested by Indianola autho: 
tes? and two agents have been as- 
signed. 
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Extensivs Effort 

Investigators have widd¥ered no 
information about what happened to 
Goseh or Martin, despite a joint effort 
of the FBI and state and local law 
agencies, an offer of help from for- 
mer President Reagan, and a mas- 
sive campaign that placed the young- 
sters’ photos in post offices as far 
away as Guam. The two cases have 
not been linked. 

Authorities have said they don't 
suspect the missing hoys have been 
taken by an organized ring. Most in- 
vestigators have speculated that a 
loner, someone living In the area, kid- 
napped Gosch and Martin and killed 
them. 

Jn the Indianola incident, Meyer 
said, there are no leads, although sev- 
eral callers: called police and some 


| said they recognized a composite 


wing of the suspected assailant. 
About 5:15 a.m., an t1-year-old boy 
vas on his route in north Indianola 
‘When he was approached. by a man 


| who threatened to stab him if the 
youngster didn't get in his ear. Police P 
said the carrier ripped outof his shirt, |: 
which the.man had grabbed, and ran |; 


to a nearby home for help. 

The assallant was white, abot 
Sfeet 2 inches tall, 40 to-45 years.olil, 
was slightly stooped and had datk 
hair flecked with gray. The car he 
was driving was white witha dark vi- 


| nyt top. 


Other Carriers Chased 

In November, Register carrier 
Mike Fackler was chased in Clive by 
a man who was driving a white car. 
Fackler, who was also delivering pa-. 
pers, fled to a nearby home. Six 
weeks before that, a similar incident 


man who drove a van, 


Police have been unable to identify | 


‘the men in those incidents or estab- 
lish if they were the same person, 
Like the recent Indianola carrier, 
Gosch and Martin were alone deliver- 
ing newspapers before dawn. Gosch, 
43, was within a few blocks of his 
West Des Moines home on Sept. 5, 
if, when he disappeared. Martin, 
who.was within days of his 14th birth- i 
day, loft a bundla of newspapers near f 
the curb Aug. 14, 1984, before he van 
ished a short distance from his homg 
on Des Moines’ south side. 


| 


was reported in Indianola involving a |: 
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The three incide Bowen boys | 


of similar ages and occurred during 
The summer and on weekends. Gosci) 
and Martin were delivering The Dei 
ines Sunday Register. 
Although miles apart, the suspect- 
ed abductions and the assault were in 


the Des Moines area, 
| In the Gosch case, a witness told | 
| police that the boy last was seen |i 


talking to à man who was driving a 
car with Warren County license 


plates, the county in which Indianola i 


is located, The ear was parked where 
Gosch and other carriers had. picked 
up their newspapers. 


But the description of the car, | 


two-tone blue, doesn’t rnatch the car 
seeh it Indianola, and the man in the 
ear was described as heavyset. 


| Police, however, don't know if the 


mysterious man, who was asking di- 
rections, abducted Gosch. 

John Miksich, director of circula- 
tion for The Des Moines Register, 
said the newspaper doesn’t plan 
changes in its delivery operation be- 
cause of the recent incident. He also 
said therehas been no increase in car, 
riers quitting. 

"Everybody in the whole organiza/ 
tion is sensitized about this. We hope 
one of these times we'll catch these 
guys ar guy. The police and every- 


body is taking this very seriously," he | 


said. 
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"This.is a police sketch of the man who 
attacked'a boy in Indianola Saturday. 


Man chases, 
grabs carrier 


By KEITH LEE 

“| Repister State Writer 

| Aran attacked a Des Moines Reg- 
j ister carrier Saturday morning in In- 
j dianola, police said. 

At 5:15 a.m., the newspaper carrl- ! 
er, who was not identified, noties xa 
ear going the wrong direction of a 
onb-way street and following hin. | 
The boy then was approached byja ; 
midp who screamed obscenities and 
threats at him, and chased him, police 
said, 


TT 
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] posite sketch of the man, They de- 


‘The man weu gtavwou tig come ; 
hy itis sweatshirt, but the boy man: 
aged to escape by wriggling out of his ; 


| Sweatshirt, The boy ran to a house, : 


calling for help, and a man appeared 

at the front door. The assailant then 

fled the scene in his car, police said, 
Indianola police released a com- 


scribed the man as a white male, 6 
feet? inches tall, about 40 to 45 years 
of age, with salt-and-pepper colored 
hair. He walked with a slight stoop. 
Hewas driving a large white car, pos- 
sibly a two-door with a red vinyl top. 

‘The carrier was reported safe and 
unharmed, 

In November, a man driving a |: 
white car chased Register carrier 
Mike Fackler in Clive while Faekler |: 
was delivering papers, The boy man: 
aged to flee safely to a nearby home. 
A similar incident happened in. In- 


„years later, Eugene Martin, then dge i 


dianola six weeks before that, but the | 

man was driving a van. ; 
1n 1982, Johnny Gosch, then: age 12, | 

disappeared while delivering a 


in West Des Moines. Almiost tivo 


18, vanished from his route in Dks 
Moines, Neither has been found. 
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| Tyéars after the nightma 
hegan, Gosches find ‘peace’ 


By FRANK SANTIAGO. i 
Register Shit Writer — E 


This photo of Johnny Gosch shows x 
how he would look today as projected e 
byte FBI's computer enhancement, 
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Seven yéars after their son disap- | 
peared, John and.Noreen Gosch have ` 
-gleaned out hisroom. ©" | 
Untouched since Sept. 5, 1982, : 
when the youngster rolled his wagon 
^ down the street to deliver the morn: , 
ing newspaper and never was seen 
again, the small upstairs bedroom 
has been home to sad, silent meme- 
ties. 
* This week, the touple tearfully de- l 
cided seven years was enough. 
“After a certain point there’s no 
reason to keep the room like a shrine, 


| live here,” Noreen. Gosch said. 

Gone are the bed, the Star Wars. 
pictures, the rockets: and spaceships 
and the notebook divided into "Eng- 
lish” and “Math” and. "Science" by 
| the 12-year-old séventh-grader. 
| InStorage — 

With the stiffed animals, the items 
have been placed in storage. The 
„room, will be an office for Noreen 
Gdscli, who has become a-business~ 
woman, It's a career she has begun, in 
pant, to fill the void of having lost a 


“J still wake up thinking this is alla 
dream,” she-said-while curled up on-a 
couch at lier West Des Moines home. 

Once angry atid combative, Noreen 

| Gosch has mellowed. There are no 

| bitter words: for the police she ac- 

1 gused:of hotching the investigation of 

‘| her son's disappearance. There are no 

| more hostile fusillades.for those who 
thought.she carried. the missing chil- 

| dren fight too far. 

Instead, the Gosches, who conduct- 
ed a.nationwide campaign to find 
their son, have accepted-what Noreen 
Goseh called “a peace,” an under- . 
standing there is-nothing more that 

.canbedone. ` 

“We have done éyerything possible. 

. There are not à Jot of things that we 

1 ean do to locate him. We'yé forgotten 

how to relak for a long time. We 
didn’t notice things like flowers, 
beauty, nature,” she said. 

They have made an accommoda- 
tion, she said: They now have their 
Jives, although their thoughts will 
always be of their son. 

Leads Have Led Nowhere 

Investigators-have given the fami- 
ly no hope. The seareh for Johnny 

| Gojch technically is active but there 
have heen no leads. Johnny Gosch 

was alone during the early morning 
houts when he was last seen. His 


I's not healthy for the people who F 


` him for profit,” Noreen. Gosch said." 


wagon and the bundles of Des Motnes 


Sunday Registers he was to deliver ‘a. 
the upper-middle-class nei ghborhoo ^ 
were found untouched, 


The Gosch.case may be linked to ° 


the Aug. 12, 1984, disappearance of . 
Eugerié Martin, who also. was deliver- 
ing the Sunday Registér, in a south 
Des Moines neighborhood, sever 
miles away. Investigators have un- 
covered almost nó leads in either" 
case and.cannot make à connection. 

“I think whoever who took him.took 


‘Phe terrible pain is. not knowing 
what happened. What did they do to . 
him? What if he's still alive? There" 
ate a lot of 'whatifs^ " a 
The Goseh home is quiet. Noreen” 
Gosch’s two children from a previous" 
marriage have left home. Johnny was 
the couple's only child, 
- “Tfound myself going to the moviés 
a lot all by myself. There was-sueh d 
void without. Johhny. After a couple” 
of months, one night in the theater 
while Iwas crying during a comedy, I 
decided this was stupid. I'm wasting 
my time,” she said, 7 
Noreen Goseh works full-time as 
an office manager for Ecolab, a West” 
Des Moines company that sells 
cleaning produets-to institutions. She: 
operates a small after-hours business? 
selling women's knit clothing and 5 


GOSCH 


Please turn to Pagé8M — ys 
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| Noreen Goch where son, Johnny, has-been missing since Photo at right i Johni 


kin hat. used to:be the'boy's bedroom. ` room into au office. 


| Gosches find | 
‘peace’ after - 
7-year ordeal 


Meme se raen rmn e 
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Continued from Page iM ' . 


jewelry. John Gosch is employed by & 
farm chemical company and on 
weekénds tends a 40-acre farm a 
short drive from home. A 

"E don't know how we did it emo- 
tionally but we are fortunate. We 
didn’t seek professional counseling,” 
she said about her marriage. "We've 
cared enough about each other to 
make it work. 

“J don't know if I can mentally 
relate to a 20-year-old boy because 
the clock stopped at 12 years old in 


kidnapped, he started: to go upstairs; 
and he put his arms around me andi 


the last we saw of him;" 


this house, The night before he was? 


‘Mom, I really love you.’ Tha! 
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By FRANK SANTIAGO ` 
Register Stas Weiter 

‘With her son-missing for more than 
seven years, Noreen Goseh.said Tues- 
day she remains haunted by the fear 
of never knowing what happened to 
him. 

“If Johnny is still alive, Lwant to 
know. If he’s not, if his life has been 
taken, it would be a comfort to. 
know,” she said.on the nationally syn- 
dicated Joan Rivers Show. “We could. 
then step into-what we call the griev- 
ance process, We are not permitted 
that, Yes, I would like a resolution.” 
$. Appearing with two other women 

to.digeuss coping with tragedy, Gosch 

said the case continues to baffle au- 
thorities. 
|| The youngster, then 12, disap- 


the Des Moines Sunday Register near 
his. West Des Moines home. Another 
Sunday Register carrier, Eugene 
Martin, 13, vanished Aug. 12, 1984, 
from his route in a south Des Moines 
neighborhood. 


No Leads 

Investigators have uncovered no 
information to indicate what might 
have happened to the two boys or if 
the abductions were connected. 

Gosch said in the television show 
that she had turned-over to investiga- 
tors a two-page letter she received on 
Valentine's Day is 1988; purported to 
be sent by her son, 

“tt had mistakes in typlng and 
-spelling. It said, ‘PH never be permit- 
ted to return honte, They've cut my 
hair. They've dyed ny hair. Y look dif- 
ferent, Please don’t ever forget me? 
Jt was signed, ‘Love, your son Johnny 
Goseh." 

“We'd neyer received a piece of év- 
idence liké this ever. I fell apart 
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somewhere between the-mailbox and 
the front door and practically drug 
myself into the house because it was. 


_such.a shock,” she said, 


Gosch, in an interview after the 
broadcast, said it wasn't known if the 
letter was authentic. She said there , 
were details.in the letter that indicat- 
ed the writer had some familiarity: 
with the family. She said she didn’t 
know how the writer could'have:got- « 
ten that information. . 
“No Choice” 

On the breadeast, Gosch explained: 
how'she has coped with theloss.of her. 
son. "In a word, I don't know,” she: 
said. “We don’t have a choice. When: | 
something like this happens to yoi,- 
you go on, You pick up and do what. . 
you possibly can.” : 

She said family and friends raised: 
$400,000, much of it through. candy - 
bar sales, to find the. hoy. 

“This has put a tremendous strain 
on everyone, My husband:and F con. 
sider Johnny to be the true vietim., 
Many times when something happens 
to you or in your family you tend to. 
internalize this and say, "Why does: 
this happened to me, Lord?! You: 
cannot dó that in this kind of case. If. 
youdo.that, you begitit{olose your-en- 
ergy. I don't mean to say you don't 
feel bad. You feel horrible." -j 

"When she lectured on missing chil-: | 
dren a few years ago, Gosch said she — . 
was approached by a woman who: ' 
said, “It has been three years. Why — | 
don’t you stop looking for him? He's i 
probably dead anyway." | 

“y stood there and for once in my, ! 
life I didn’t have anything to say. I. , 
gripped the podium and I thought, > 
‘Oh, God, please help me. 1 can't.even 
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| done by private investigators, but she’ | Cooney: said at least $34,000 in’ 
declined fo say bow, à .' reward money has been pledged for: 
n A d said authorities want to < information leading lo the location of 
alk with the family and the privete {he boy, The Des Moines Register and 
k, investigators, but he said the farlly , Tribune Company is offering a $5,000 
f hasn't been cooperative. Me may — reward for such information, 
E the same ipformation, he said, "its fine” the elder John Gosch 
We don't know, * said of the reward offers, "but this, 
" He said information released by the . Comes after 93 months, Why didn't 
| ‘amily might hamper the prosecution * they do something like this the first: 
| of a suspect, if one ever is arrested | Week? 
* and if he doesn’t match previous de-- . Bs wife said her family wilt not 
Yseriptions. Chief "Assistant Pojk; | Celebrate Christmas until the boy 5. 
County Attorbég Ronald Wheeler sald t found, Unkle, have ohony, She. 
Gosch family. No further fnformation’?| | he couldn't, & » mily is "more t 


V1 f- informatio -< „She said the family is "more than 
fart bé Teleased at this time due do the: optimistic" about, the- information 


réleased Wednesday. "This is a very : 
positive siroke, This js more than | 
d to ài 
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amily remains," top 
il alive, 


i Moines - paperboy, John .Gosch says 
. {private investigators have Identified 
H 7 " "belleve 


suspéc 
^ Noréeri,i Gog 


tives or why privat 
Inyéstigators hiret 


her son. But she said: thé tma 
‘resembles an artist's composit 
“drawing of à pérson seen in the are 
on the morning ber son disáppéared 
i West*Des Moines Policé Chie: 


avestigatons headed by Donnis. 
Whelan, of Ortiàha has itked to the: 
m. She declined to say what he told ` 

mz They have been? working on 
this for several weeks," she said. 


referring & the private M A) 
BAST don’t care who dóes it; X si hope” 

one of us gets it done 
boy back aliye”? 


‘Cooney sald Wedhesday..that ihe 
West Des Moines Police Department 
s offering separate $1,000 rewards- 
or information, about each of two 
the. are; thi 
morning the boy was lasts scen, 


$: The. family -hired 
r becoming “dissatisfied with the 5 
T 


enforcement au. 3 


id they couldn't say whether the h 
formation might be, valuab: 
ding the boy or a suspect. «: 
Ai EH they have a suspect, they shou! 
bé sharing it with us,” Cooney said, ^ 
‘don't mean to be taking away roi 
he private detectives, but th 
Aüon't have the tools we d 
“positive Stroke” 
Noreen Gosch called thé informs 
ition “a real positive stroke for our 
family. ” Her, husband, John, sald the 


privatë investigators haved: chané 
to ^fine-tune" thelr work: Askéd wh, 
est.Des Moines policë and DC 
agents haven’t been potitlód about the | 
man, hé sald: Wo don't wart Higi to 

be h e it 9 lh 


^ 
“asa suu 


lie hi 


ld 
described as à tivo-tone blue automo- E 
oscit |] hile, possibly a two-door, seen at ihe 
Please turn to Page E Intersection of Forty-second Street 


and Ashworth Road. The driver ap- 
parently asked directions bo Eighty-: 
sixth Street, i 

. Anyone with information about the 
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Johnny Gosch 


à 


of the Timea 
DES MOINES — The father of 
missing 13-year-old Johnny Gosch said 
Wednesday the family's private inves- 
tigators have a suspect in the case. 
_. “We do have one and he is under 
very, very close observalion and we 
feel he is very, very connected,” John 
Gosch said. “Probably within the next 
24 to 48 hours there should be some’ 


very, very good news possibly about * 


the whereabouts of Johnny." - 

Gosch said the private detectives 
have questioned the man — whom he ` 
said looks “very close” to composite’ 


Gosches stalk suspect, 


` By Mike Owen 


drawings the Cosches have sent out — 
and that the man “did admit talking to 
Johnny.” . 


But the newest development also ^ 


showed signs of the rift that has devel- 


oped between the Gosches, formerly - 


- of Eldridge, and Jaw enforcement offi- 
cials since the boy disappeared from 


near his West Des Moines home Sept” 


5. E 
Gosch said law enforcement offi- 
cials have not been brought into this 
part of the case yet. He said he be- 
lieves the Iowa Division of Criminal 
v -GÜSCHES: 
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"Continued from Page t 
; Investigation and the West 

Des Moines Police Depart- 

; ment would “mess it up." 

. ,DCI Chief Gerald Shana- 
. hansaid the Gosches should 
‘ nolify the DCI if they have 
information state , agents 
* don't. 


really. We're not in a contest 
with her," Shanahan said, re- 
ferring to the boy's mother, 
Noreen Gosch. 

But Shanahan criticized 
the Gosches for going to the 
media with the latest devel- 
opment. à 

"jf a crime was commit- 
ted and we went to court, 
then all of the flak that's 

* been put up by her would 
` jeopardize the case" he 
* Said. 

Shanahan said informa- 


TH be glad if it's true,- 


lion generated by the Gos- 
ches' private effort has not 
helped the investigation. 


John Gosch said the man 


"being watched by investiga- 


tors isin Iowa, and said they 
believe others are involved. 
But the elder Gosch also 
said they no longer believe a 
cult was involved, as they 
earlier had speculated. 

He said they “expect the 
man to make a move” that 
they hope wil take investi- 
gators “right to Johnny.” 

Meanwhile, separate 
$1,000 rewards are being of- 
fered for information lead- 
ing to the identification of 
two cars whose drivers 
were seen talking to Johnny 
{he morning he disappeared, 
West Des Moines police said 
Wednesday. 
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A Nebraska inmate has provided 
details about the abduction of Johnny 
Gosch that only someone with first- 
hand knowledge could have had, his 
lawyer said Tuesday. 
Inmate Paul Bonacei’s account 
“did not match. up 90 percent, not 95 
percent, not 98 percent, but 100 per- 
cent," John DeCamp said. 
"Pm convinced.this kid is telling 
absolutely the truth. .. . He never var- 
ied on the time. He gave a description 
of Johnny’s pants, names on his shirt, 
Scars on the body.” 
DeCamp said he became suspicious 
of a Gosch connection when he read a 
transcript of a psychiatrist's inter- 
| view with Bonacci in which an “inci- 

dent" involving a newspaper carrier 
| was mentioned. DeCamp said Bonac- 
ci didn't identify Gosch by his full 


there is any validity, but the dates co- 
incide and he talks about someone 
from Iowa” 

DeCamp said John Gosch, the boy’s 


(C/A 
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father, mét with Bonacel, “anid start- | 


ed getting chills.” 

“I believe he believed him,” De- 
Camp said. 

“He seemed sincere,” John Gosch 
said recently, 

Noreen Gosch, the boy's mother, 
said Bonacci “knows” incredible 
things.” 

Johnny Gosch, then 12, disap- 
peared in West Des Moines on Sept. 5, 
1982, while delivering the Des Moines 
Sunday Register. 

“When things need investigating 
here, they will be investigated,” said 
West Des Moines police’ Lf. Gerry 
Scott. He said there were nó plans to 
interview Bonacci. 

DeCamp said Bonacci knows a lot 
about the abduction of Gosch, and he 
said he'll try to prove it. 

“We're going to call everybody's 
bluff. Either Bonacci and I go down in 
mes or somebody starts doing 
some serious investigating," said 


(indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 
Pages 1A & 7A 
THE DES MOINES REGISTER 
pes Moines, Iowa 
ito 
used 4/94 
UNSUB; . 
JOHN DAVID GOSCH - VICTIM; 
REBNAPING : 
O0: OM 
Character: 
or 
Classification: 
Submitting Office: Omaha 


SEARCHED. 
SERIALIZED, 


. GOSCH mater 


Lawyer sure 
Inmate's story 
of Gosch is true 


aceasta 
Continued from Page One ' ~ 
DeCamp, a former Nebraska state 
senator and lobbyist in Lincoln. 
DeCamp- dnd investigator Roy 
Stephens of: the Missing Youth 


Foundation in Omaha. said they - 
alan to summon a Portland, Ore, : 


clinical psychologist to test the 23- 
year-old prison inmate. Nebraska 


* investigators contend the inmate is 


disturbed and unable to tell the 
truth. ul ] 

Bonacei, gho claims to have sev- 
eral petsondilities, flunked mental’ 
tests administered by a series of ex- 
perts provided by authorities. He 
claims he aided in Gosch's abduc- 
tion. He said it was done by a ring 
that included three -others who 
handed the 12-year-old youngster 
to child pornographers. 


Milwaukee Slayings 

1n anothet: development Tues- 
day, Seott-said West Des Moines 
police are monitoring the arrest of 
a Milwaukee man for a series of, 
grisly slayings. ^ H 

Scott said there was no evidence 
that Gosch was a victim of 31-year- 
old Jeffrey Dahmer in whose fly- 
infested apartment were found sev- 
eral pieces of human bodies. 
iut we'll be in close ‘toiich,” he 
said. 


‘The disctosira in Milwaukee has 
"pi nicked half the Midwest," Depu- 
ty Inspector Vincent Partipilo told 
the Milwaukee Journal. “Everyone 

witha ‘missiig family member is 
calling us.” ~ 


Paul Bonacci 
“Knows incredible things” 


Police said they believed most of 
the victims were black men. 
Sex-Abuse Rumors 

Bonacei,; imprison 
for three convictions òf abusing a 
minor, was one of the sources of 
Tumors about child sex abuse, 
drugs and violence that swept Oma-. 
ha following the collapse of the 
Franklin Community ‘Credit Union 
there a year ago. ` 


DeCamp became a figure in the 
Omaha scandal whén, in January, 
1990, he wrote a memo naming five 
prominent local citizens as the sus- 
pected individuals involved in the 
alleged child abuse. 


If was the first disclosure of thé , 


names. A legislative candidate 
later mailed’coptes of thé memo to 
10,000 west Omaha homes, sétting 
off a firestorm of rumors about the 
individuals. The charges Jater were 


` Missing since. 1982 


hany Gosch 


debunked by a-grand jury investi- 
gation.. 
Testing by Psychologist 

DeCamp said he plans to have 

‘psychologist Stanley Abrams’test 
Bonacci. DeCamp contends: that 
„Abrams, who is in private practice, 
is an authority on polygraph testing 
and multiple personalities. © 

“We're risking everything we 
have to examine him. We'll have 
the news media there and the police 
there, This will be all out in the 
open,” DeCamp said.. 

He said no date has been set for 
the test but that $5,000 would be 
raised to bring Abrams to Lincoln. 

Whether the testing will be al- - 
lowed by prison authorities wasn't 

-cléar, DeCamp said: . 

^We'd prefer to have it! done 

under the best conditions. How. o 
"- Where we don't know at this timé" 
he said, 
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carry out a promise to suftend 


ficers bad ip judico toa he 
;mán, Robert Herman Meiér 1I, T 
‘Saginaw, Mich., while she: 
B said that the 
-FBI had ‘initiated ‘steps that would: 
allow Canadian authorities to take 
, Meier into custody and return. bim 
, from Windsor, Ontario) io the oni 


"Wednesday night: 
The FBI announced Tu: y that it 
; had issued à warrant for Meler" S ar- 
resi charging: hitt-with"defrauding 
John and Noreen Gosch of West Des 
Moines by promising to find their son, 
"who disappeared Sept: 571982, while 
prenatieg ta feliver the Des Moines 
Sanday .: Meier was accused 

of obtaining $11,000 from the Gosches 

t 


Er 
“der, „to FBI ege! a 
Wednesda), But hé chen 


Page 8A 


Johnny Gosch alive;— 


a that beng 
Bl agents Wednesday and as stil i 


n] Sedi ades as at ein ; 
: " 'dIing^the:boy's!parents, "John:and. 


"I Ravé very, good reason to 


„being sought by the FBIin connection 
‘with an alleged extortion plot involv. 
ing abducted! n néwspaper: starrer 
ohn Gosch of West Des Moines. ' 
hed ‘by: telephone 


Wednesday morning ‘at the Canadian- 
na Mótel in Windsori Ontatio, after a 
“newspaper there informed The Regis- 
ter that Meier. was in that Canadian 


‘Noreen Gosch, out of $11,000 that they 
sent: to- him. for. what they: thou, n 
would lead to the. return of their win 
who was 12 years old when he on; 
peared? from: his: heyspaper: Fouts 
three years ago. 

In the interview Wednesday, Meler 
tolda fantastic tale, mat of which can 
be confirmed. He claimed to know 
that Gosch was alive, hinting that he 
had seen Gosch two months ago in, 

‘Mexico: At:that.tíme,: he'claimed, | 


: Gosch was being held in a house with | 
; other childrea and being kept “not 
i Hike oo wey you Woold keep è pvt 


;' He claimed that a group’of Méxi- | 


s scans and: Americans : was: holding | H 


*Gosch but denied information gente. 
i, thé FBI that the Hell’s'Angels m 
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| 
"He expressed fear. that the reports | 
ot the. Hell's “Angels” involvement 
would endanger his own life. “I might 
as-wéll 


y ! thé FBl in Ee but wasn't. 
sted because ‘agents had -not | 
 óbtaided: à warrant. He said'they 
called back and said they, wanted to 


supposed to meet them that I crossed 
the border, and I crossed the border 
without any problems." 

-His story about-Jobnny Gosch's 
;Whereabouts was greeted with deep 
skep ticism by, the FBI: "He's never. ; 

:been ín: Mexico," growled one: FBI 
agent in the district office in Omaka. 

Nezeea Goset said ‘she wasn't sure 
abest; Meier's story. but. that he bad: 


INTERVIEW 
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Continued from Page One 
iver "important" details that hadn't 


orcye] le. accident and details of a 
five van that was believed to be park- 
ed in the neighborhood Sépt. 5, 1982, 
when the boy disappeared. 

But Meier said it was the Gosches 
Y tn told bim about the scar, 

Meier was evasive about a positive 
identification of Gosch. He said hi 
‘scbuted the house where Gosch wa 

ing held but didn’t get close enous 
torsee the boy, He said, however, 
béwas told the boy was Gosch. ] 

Meier is a slightly heavy, blond, 
ul.>eyed, man who appears to be. 

^destly dressed, according to 
ven Gosch who, along with ber 
nd, met with bir at the Kansas 
Tnternational Airport July 14 to 
tss details of the alleged rescue 
plan. Meier has tattoos on his arms in- 
‘eluding ope, Noreen Gosch said, that is 
‘labeled “Maltese Fa!con." 
` The following is a complete tran- 
script of The Register's interview with 
Meier: 

Question: Rob? ' 

Answer: Who's asking? 

Q. I'm Frank Santiago, a reporter 

1 The Des Moines Register. 


A. What's the name again? 

Q. Frank Santiago. 

A, How did you find me? 5 

Q. I understood that you talked td a 
newspaper there in Windsor, 

A. How did you find me? . 
, Q. We talked to some people there. 

A. (After a Jong hesitation) .., [said 
Y was going to turn myself in to-the 


ʻI might as well . 
take a gun to my 
head and blow my 
brains out.’ 


—— 


FST at the border, If you (expletive) 
this sensitive arrangement by notify- 
ing the local police , 
Q. Pra rot a po 
reporter for The Des A 
A. 1 guaranteed them (the Wi odsor 
newspaper) the interview. 
| Q. It's already inthe paper up there, 
I haven't seen it, I'm in Iowa. The 
story is already out. 
A. With this address? 
Q. No, no, no. Just the interview 
bout you turning yourself in. 
A. (Expletive) you guys work fast. 
Q. I'm not interested in telling any- 
body where you are, I just want to 
know what got you interested in the 
Gosches ín the first place. The family 
rom Des Moines here. Why are you 
erested in turning yourself in? The 
family said when you talked with 
them in Kansas City you were kind of 
revolted about these things happening 
to kids ànd that's why you wanted to 
help them out, 


A, Well, Took, it Was like this, Ori 
. [nally, this thing was supposed to be 


Johony Gosch — 
May dein Mexico , 


valid, 1 was a front man. I wanted th the 
panier 


Q.0K. 
"X" WEEo the money was received, 
the guy who was setting it up got (ex+ 
"pletive) because it wasn't fuu. He. 
knew what be would have reeded to 
pull ihe. $ 
said Le wasn't gi E 
he wasn't going to do it, I was going to 
burn. So I blew it off and rap. 

Q. Did you take the money or give it 
to somebody else? 

A. At this point in time I don’t want 
to comment aba $ 

Q. OK. That's fine. Bob, your infor- 
mation about the boy. Is it good infor- 


ation? 
A His 
., |Q. What.makes you say that? TE 


FBI is very skeptical here in Iowa 
about your story. They say they don’t 
See anything to tt. What information 
do you have about the boy? 

A, All right now. T tell you the 
plain truth. The FBI is not going to ac- 
knowledge one way or another if that 
information is good or bad. What I 
know is that If this information is 
leaked to the press the people will not 
only go underground but that the odds, 
are about $9 percent they'll put a bit 
onme, 

Q. So what basically can you tell 

mer Where is the boy? Is be in Mexi- 
co? 


Q. How do you know that? Have yo 
n him? 

A. I'd rather not say until I've talk 

ith a lawyer. 

Q. Where in Mexico is he? 

A. The FBI knows. ' 

Q. Are they telling us the truth, that. 
it's Mexico City? 

A. Probably not. The reason why I” 
gave.an interview is I don’t-want i Ss. 
spread to the press. I want them to 
know, 4. 

Q. What do you want the'people 
dm here to know, including the fam- 

i 

A. That it was too late. That it had 
gone too far. I bad no controbeventhe 
NU 


Q. What had gone too far" TOOu't 
follow you. 

A. Well, either way I. would have 
gotten the name, so I decided to play 
the game. I really don’t know that I 
Should be talking to you. 

Q. Well, this is really a big case 
down here, There are two boys 
missing and I don't know if you are 
aware of that. There’s a deep concern 
about what happened to these two 

* boys I world like to know what's com- 
ing down bere, Why did they pick him 
oht? What are they doing with him? 
Ahd how did he get down there? And 
«hw did you come across the family? 
Where did you get this information 
about the scar on (Johnny's) ankle 
told the family about? 

A. Well, you realize that no matter 
what I say and what I do they are ko- 
ing to bring me to Des Moines and I'm 
not going to get a fair trial. ` 

Q. What do you want to say, then? 

A. You see the point is that informa- 
tion has come to me in the past few 
hours that is very important that I do 
no more talking to you about specifics, 

Q.OK..What do you plan to do here? 
Turn yourself in at the border? E 

A. T can tell you exactly what will 
bappen. I can help you out there, The 
gent I talked to is special agent Stan 
alker. They're going to pick me up, 


uffice it to say 
I have reason to 
believe that 

he's alive.’ 


take me to Bay City, Mich., to a fed 
al marshal and hold me there. I should 
be there and then go on to Milan, the! 
federal penitentiary, and then they'll 
try and work extradition and get me to 
Des Moines. 

Q. This is the deal you worked out 
with them? 

A. No. This is what they told me 
they're going to do. M 

Q. OK. Why are you turning yourself 
in? 


A. Why? 

pues t ron from the. 

A. Because you cannot run frt 3 
FBIUsüabearoble, nd 


Q. Bob. What happened to the boy? 
We'd like to know. Without-putting 
anybody on the spot and endangering 
yourself, Teli us what you know. 
Where did you get the information 
about the scar and the van? 

A. Gosches is where I got the infor- 

ition on the scar; 

Q. They said they got it from you. 

A. 1 know nothing about that. That! 

expletive).- " 

Q. They told you that? | 

A. Ticat's right. 

Q. Where did you get the Informa- 
tion about the van? 7 

A..From the guy who set the whole 
thing up. 
Q. OK. You mean the guy who set 
j: ? 


kidnapping vp? 
A. No. The guy who was going to 
Up the retrieval. Getting the kid bac) 

Q. Where is this guy from? ` Y 

A. Houston, 

Q. Houston. How did he find out 
about it? 

A. Because he's involved in it. In the. 
kidnapping. x 

Q. Who are these people? Why are 
they interested in boys? 

7À. Why do you work for a newspa- 
per? Because it makes money, right? 
And it's not just boys they pick up. 

Q. Anyway, this guy is involved in it 
and he lives in Houston. Did he live up 
here at one time? id 

A.Ithinkso.; ' 

Q. You think he's telling you the 

th or just leading you on? 

A. [have no reason to believe he lie) 

me, ' t B 

Q. Can you tell us tbat you've 


“the boy?’ Please, that's important 
be i To 


ere. 
A. Suffice it to say that I have very 
good reason to know that he’s alive. 
Q. Tell me why. This is very impor- 
tant here, 
A. (Hesitation) : 
Q. Give me one bit of a clue, one bit 
ot informatíon that you really know, 
A. You realize what I say will not be 
admissible in court as evidence. It will 
upset a jury ... " 
Q. No... where did you see this kid? 
A. I went to Mexico almost two 
months ago. (Hesitation) Damn it, I 
really shouldn't talk. — , 
Q. No, no. Tell me, this is important. 
whe Wovan a recon... to see the po- 
rimeter and the Inside. (Hesitation) 


Q. And what happened? 
o A-Sutfice it to say I havereagon to 

believe that he's alive. 

Q. Recon of what? 

A, A house, : 

Q. A house with children in it? 

A. Yeah, . 

Q. Recon ,.. In other words you 
went down and looked if over. 

A. Yes. 

Q. What did you see down there? 
Maybe this is another boy who looks 


; like this buy, 1 rasau, he’s a pretiy 


common, ordinary looking fellow for 
his age. : 

A. (Hesitation) 

Q. How did you know it was him? 
at Tm trying to think of a way to say 


Q Did he tell you bis rams? 
A. I didn’t get that close. 
Q. Did he tell you he was fro: 
wa? Did he tell you he was a news- 
paper boy? 
A. Look, that kid couldn’t have said 
much even if he wanted to. I seriously 


‘It’s not unlike the 
way you would keep 


a puppy. A pet.’ 
doubt he could have. remembered 
much. f 


Q. Why? ‘ 

A, You have any idea what they've 
gone th Hd 
Q.Ihavenoidea, | 

A. If people think they've got it bad, 
they're crazy. The emotional and psy- 
chological trauma Is frightening. 


Q. Bob, where in Mexico is thi: 
hoyse? Mexico City? 


It'sabigtown, oll right. 
But how did you know it was thi: 


A. I was told. 
Q. You were told he was Johnny 
Gosch? 


A, That's correct. 

Q. By the guy from Houston? 

A. You're trying to put words in my 
mouth. You're trying to make me talk. 

Q Tell me about his house, it's im- 
portant, Tell me about this kid. We 
want to know if this is (expletive) or if 
it's really good information, There is a 
feeling around here the police haven't 
done what they're supposed t doom 

TREY can't, 


Q. What did the kid look like? 

AeL relly don't want to say Unt 1 
have had time to consult an attorney, 
You can rest assured I have no inten- 
tion of making a statement to the 
zolice in any way, shape or form about 
anything. 

Q. Did you see this kid with your 
von eyes? And somebody told you he 
was Johnny Gosch? 

A. That's very likely, 

Q. Have you heard about Johnny 
Goch before? 

A. No. 

Q. The family said you saw their dp- 

4l when they went to Washington 

king for information about their son. 

‘A. I heard about it later. 

Q. What are these kids doing in this 
kouse down there? Are they kept as 
Slaves? Sexnal exploitation? What's 
the problem there? 

A. You might say that it’s not unlike 
the way you would keep a puppy. A 
pet. You have a dog? They keep you 
company when you are alone, don’t 
they? 

Q. You mean they are kept in sqial- 
i} conditions? . 

A. No, I didn't say that. You're take 
ing it way out of context. You're hot 
understanding what I'm saying. 

. They are kept’ like pets rather 

“Lan people? 

. Right. You don't torture your pet, 
doyou? 

. Then why are they kept? For 
what reason? 

A. I don't pretend to understand the 
human brain, nor do I pretend to delve 
into that subject. I don't know why 
people do things. It's ludicrous you 
Would ask me my opinion on this. i 

Q. Well, I thought maybe you would 
have some insight, 

A. It's nota dirty place at all. 

Q. Why are they there? What TÉ | 
they being used for? 

A. Lhave no first-hand knowledge. 

Q. Why aren't you telling the police 
about this? 

A. Because I don't want to die, 

Q. There would be retribution here? 

A. Oh, yeah. 


eee 


Noreen Gosch 
Gave Meier $11,000 


Q. The FBI says the Hell's Angels 
are involved in this thing. 


A They are not in any way, shape or” 


form, ' 

Q. Then who's involved? Is this an 
organized effort? 

A. It’s organized but not by anctore 
cycle club. The people that.run it . 
there's a word for jt. They're kind 
like their own little mob. 1 know th 
are net tied in with the other family, 
they are, it's a distant tie. It's a colla! 
oration of people. 

Q. Are they Mexican or American 
people? 

A. Both, Inever ‘gay’: any type of de-, 
tails to the government that a motor: 
cycle club was involved. 

Q. Well, that's what's been put ut^ 


rue and it's going to cause a lot of 
roblems. I mean, I might as well take: 
gun to my head and blow my brains 
out, Because it's not going to matter 
any more. The Hell's Angels are not- 
going to care, Either way. 

Q. Bob, I don't want tó harp on thi: 
thing, but it's important, What can yor 
tell us that can convince us other tha? 
your work here that that boy down 
there was Johnny Gosch? 

A. I never said the boy was Johnny 
Gosch. 

Q. T thought you said you bad good 
reason to believe he was. 

A. I did, but I didn't say specifically 
that that’s who ke was. . 

Q. Why are you in Canada? 

A. I like Canada, I like Canadian 
whisky and I like Canadian women. 
That's why I came here, So I could 
bavesome Canadian whisky.andsoive 
Canadian women before I went to jail. 


| A. T told them that, Well, that's not 


Q. Are you spending the money 
now? 


A. Hub? 

Q. Are you spending the. money 
now? 

A. I don’t bave the money.. Í don’t 
have to spend money bere; 

Q. Why didn't the police or the FBI 
arrest you Sunday? I understand they 
talked to you in Saginaw but did not 
arrest you.. 

A. What was your name again? 

Q. Frank Santiago. 

A, Fronk, it takes a grand jury in 
dictment to issue a warrant for aa arj 
rest, They didn't have a Warrant, 

Q. So you took off when they came 
back the second time? 

A. No I humored them, I told them 
what they wanted to hear, I said ev- 


@ You told them everything. That 
you met with the family. Didn't they 
come back later to arrest you? 

A. Yeah, They called me. They left a 
message to call them. I called them 


ook, that kid 
ouldn't have said | 
much even if he 
wanted to.’ 


and they said they needed to meet with 
me and talk. That clued me. 

Q. So that’s when you took off. 

A. You can say that, PH teli you 
something though. They didn’t move 
quick enough because it was nine 
hburs after I was supposed to meet 
them that. I crossed the border, anti I 
en the border without any prob- 
lems. 

Q. Anything else you can tell us, 
Bob? Like I said, this is Important. 
How did these people take this kid in 
Des Moines? Did they say? 

A. You can use your imagination on 


' that. It was very easy, I'm sure.. Any- 


one intent on doing something will de 
it, The same way that if they are 
, intent on breaking into’ your hom 
"lI break in. A lock is not going 
stbp them. It will just take more time, 

. Why did they pick this boy and; 
why did they pick him on à newspaper 
route? 

A. Ha, You're asking me why people. 
do things. 

Q. Yeah, but why? H's sounds kind 
of dangerous, Aren't there enough kids 
sitting around bus depots to snatch 
that are running away from home 
than to pick a kid from a good home in 
a quiet residential area? 

A. He had breeding, right? 

? 


‘AHehadbreeding =" 


Q.;That’s. whatithey. were’ looking 
b ] 


, AtYoütellr ine. E 
S. How do we know that you're not 
-fust creating this whole-thing about 
Mexico and the money and the other 


Would you talk tome if I wasn't? 
all kinds of people to know this 


world. Some of these people aren't ex- 
actly wrapped right. 
, Q.Bob, are you 19 years old? 
A Yes c |! 
P Haveyouever been, to Iowa? | 


Q. Wat time are; you ‘tanning 5 ire 
self in?’ 

A. AS soon as the arrangements can 
‘be made to have an attorney present T 
would say five hours at the. border, 
The FBI agent did what he had,to do 
just like what you put in the paper, has 
to be accurate. At no point in time did, 
T consider running. Could you tell me 
"what was in the FBI's release?: 


de 


Johnny Gosch had been kidnapped by 
Mels S Angels ‘motorcycle, club méni- 
bers arid was béing held in Mexico City 
tby.a Man named Enrico Gonzales. 


ag a news fae í. 
pis Is there’ ahy- Way you could ‘get 
iu off natio "broadcasting 4 
company like CBS: 


*Q. That Mn not do it. Bat Iwill 


iA Get therm on the horn if yéücan. 
-Qi lygot your-number up there. 
You're in a motel and PH tell them to 
call you and you talk with them. 
, As You tell them to cáll me immedi- 


y ? The 
guy I talked to on the desk thefe didn’t 
know yourname.’ ^ ' 

A, You better let me have the nom- 
or for the Ü.S-attotney.: ^ 
TE telephone number was | 
m)scare am EN 
2 Asrtistckegeomtt) te add? . 


Mexico rescue.attempt . 


failed, svar 
| MEIER | 


i Femaied in front! of n room, she 


apparently ET 

obtain legal advice first, 
Meier, spoke With FBI agents atter 
in toRob- 


eane. 
in “were trying tonegotiate bis turn- 
ing himself over, 3 Erone said be did 


as permiti 
ing: Keane said FBI agents needed a 
warrant before they could arrest hi 
1 “Monday; the. day After being qu 
Í tioted by the FBI, Meier checked in 
-the Canadianna Motel in Windsor; ac: 
-cording to'désk clerk Persa Samant, 
She said Meier registered under his 


own name and was driving a motorcy-., 


cle: Wednesday evening, she said,, 
told her. he was going out for: 
"eine ‘and a i boircüt: His s Haotereycle’ 


iii ! i 


being. advised: "e M 


"ys ote sta Offer to pay a $400,000 
ransom for their son. She arranged the 
rg in Kansas City, Dure 


ELE me 


ting,à man identify! 
himself. as Dakota told’ the, Gosche 
that theif son bad been kidnapped b 
Heil's Angels motorcycle clób me 
bers and. was being héld in‘ Mexig 
ify, ‘Mexico. -A “Mexico ‘Ci 


«eyclisté for $5,000. ^ 
ur. $2,500 cashier’s checks and à 


FBl agents that Dakota called her 
‘again July ‘24, saying that a rescue at 
Mpt, in Mexico had failed and that 
ec rescuers had.been killed in à 
Sboot-out; An FBI investigation tou 
yhowever, that no shoot-out matchi 


the one decribed to the Gosthes ee 


curred in Mexico City. 


- Gonzales bad fled to Dearborn, Mich; 
where another rescue attempt would 
be made, The Gosches were tó travél 
to Cleveland, Ohio, July 28 to get their 


son. The couple alerted the FBI, “and | 


agents were sent to the meeting site 
` there but no exchange occurred, 


_—_ 


"Thé. dee piter wirediDakota: 


dS ;money. order. Noreen Goseh: 


1akota alse told the. Gosches tho]. 


fe 
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 


e 
' + COURT, 
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF IOWA ERS, V. S SAT OF OWA 


' MUI 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) ME 1 
Plaintiff, 3 Criminal No. [| 
ve ) 
) 
) INDICIMENT 
) Xf. 18, U.S.C. $$1341 and 
Defendant. ) 1343) 


THE GRAND JURY CHARGES: 
bë 


COUNT 1 bic 
1. From on or about the 14th day of July, 1985 and 


continuing thereafter up to and including the 15th day of August, 


1985, —  avisea and intended to devise a 


scheme and artifice to defraud and for obtaining money and 


property fron| | and Help Find Johany | 


Gosch, Inc. by means of false and fraudulent pretenses, 


representations, and promises, well knowing the pretenses, 
representations, and promises would be and were false when made. 
The scheme and artifice to defraud, so devised and intended to be 
devised by the defendant was in substance that he had information 
concerning: a) the disappearance of Johnny Gosch on or about 
September 5, 1982; b) the person or persons who allegedly 
abducted Johnny Gosch; c) the purpose of the alleged abduction; 
d) the current whereabouts of Johnny Gosch; and, e) that he could 
and would return Johnny Gosch home for a price. 

2. On or about the láth day of July, 1985 in the 


be 
Southern District of PEw|  — O OS for the purpose pc 


of executing the aforesaid scheme and artifice to defraud, 


P1053 Sub b - 25 


and attempting to do so did transmit and cause to þe transhitted 
in interstate commerce by. means of a wire: communication, between 
Houston, Texas and Des Moines, Iowa certain signs, signals: and 
sounds, ‘that is a telephone conversation. 

This is: a violation of Title 18, United States Code, 
Section 1343. 

‘THE GRAND JURY FURTHER CHARGES: 

COUNT 2 
1. .Paragraph-one ‘of Count 1 of tliis indictment is 


hereby realleged and incorporated by this reference. 


2. On or about the 14th day of July; 1985 in tlie kig 


Southern District of twa sd for the'purpose 


óf executing, the aforesaid scheme and. artifice .to defraud, 
and attempting to do so did transmit and cause ‘to be transmitted 
in interstate. commerce by means-of a wire. communication, between: 
'Houston, Texas and Des Moines, Iowa certain signs, signals and 
;sounds, that isa: Western Union Money, Order. 

This is a violation of Title 18, ‘United States Code, 
‘Section 1343. 

THE GRAND JURY. FURTHER CHARGES: 

COUNT 3 i 

1. Paragraph one of. Count 1 of this indictment is 

hereby realleged: and incorporated by this. reference. 


2. Onv'of about the 21st. day of July, 1985 in the 


-2- 


Southern: District of w|) tor ‘the purpose 


of. executing the aforesaid’ scheme and: artifice to..deftaud, and 
attempting to do so did transmit and. cause. to be transmitted in 
interstate commerce by means ‘of a wire communication, between 
‘Houston, Texas and Des Moines, Iowa’ certain. signs,. signals: and 
sounds, that ís.a telephone: conversation. 

This. is a-violation of Title 18, United States Code, o7 
“Section 1343. 

THE GRAND JURY FURTHER CHARGES:: 

COUNT 4 

l.. Paragtaph one of Count 1 of this indictment is 
hereby realleged. and’ incorporated by this reference. 

2. Onvor about: the 24th day of. July, 1985 in the 
‘Southern: District ofiow  —  ] for .the ‘purpose 
of executing the ‘aforesaid scheme and. artifice to defraud,. and 
attempting to do.so:did transmit and cause to be transmitted in 
interstate commerce by means of a wire communication, ‘between 
Michigan: and Des Moines, Iowa certain sígns, signals and sounds, 
that is a telephone conversation. 

This is a violation of Title 18, United States Code, 
Section. 1343. 

THE GRAND JURY FURTHER CHARGES: 

COUNT 5 
1. Paragraph. one of Count 1 of this ‘indictment is 


hereby réalleged and incorporated by this reference. 


pac x 
` as 4 


2. -On-or about the 25th. day of July, 1985: in.the 


gouthetn:Dtateice of rema ] tor the purpose 


of executing the aforesaid: scheme and! artifice to defraud, and 


‘attempting, to do-so' did transmit and. cause to be. transmitted’ in 


interstate commerce by. means of à wire communication, between 


Michigan-and' Des: Moines, Iowa certain: signs, signals 


‘that is:a Western Union Money Order. 


andsounds,, : 


This is a violation of Title 18, United States Code, 


Section 1343. 
THE GRAND JURY FURTHER CHARGES: 
COUNT 6 


1. Paragraph one.of Count 1 of this ‘indictment is 


‘hereby teallegéd: and' incorporated by this reference. 


2. On or about the 8th day of August, 1985 in the 


Southern Disttict of Iowa,[_ for the purpose 


of executing the aforesaid scheme and artifice to defraud, and 


attempting to do-so: did knowingly cause tò- be: delivered ‘by: mail 


be 
bc 


f 
according to the direction thereon, .a letter addressedito| — ] 


plos 


This is à violation of Title 18, United States Code, 


‘Section 1341. 
A TRUE’ BILL. E 
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Grand jury indicts Meier - | ^ 
in defrauding of Gosches 


By ANNE CAROTHERS-KAY * 
Register St Writer i 
A federal grand jüry in Des Moines M convicted, Meler faces a i—————————— 
has indicted Robert Herman Meier Il maximum sentence of five years in 
18, on six counts of fraud against John prison and $1,000 fine on each count. 
: and Noreen Gosch of Meier is accused of defrauding the 
Ç West Des Moines. Gosches by saying he knew the where- 
The indictment was abouts of their son, missing newspa- 
made public Thurs- — per carrier Johnny Gosch, and offer- 
3 day. ing to return the boy to them for a 


J Meier of Saginaw, price. | 
Mich., is being held The Gosches said they paid Meier į 
in Buffalo, N.Y., $11,000 after meeting him in Kansas 

‘oA after turning him- City, Mo. 
zai Self in to FBI agents Beck said Meier was charged as a 

E :xẸ there. Joe Beck, as- result of alleged conversations or 

ROBERT HERMAN sistant US. Attorney transactions with the Gosches, which 

mewra — inDesMoinessaida included telephone conversations on 
Preliminary hearing is scheduled in July 14, July 21 and July 24, two mon- | 
| Buffalo on Aug, 26, although Meier is ey orders and a letter to the Gosches t 
* expected t ybe tried in Des Moines, on or about Aug. 8. E eae | 
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! The mother of missing newspaper carrier Johnny Gosch 
aid Wednesday she now believes her son has been killed by 
this captors because the FBI publicly released information 
SG tex about a man who claimed to know his 
p whereabouts, 
5 “In my heart, 1 feel that the FBI has 
3 been responsible for his death," Noreen 
il Gosch said in an interview with the Asso- 
ciated Press. “I-didn’t feel that way 
y before Aug. 13, the day they did the press 
release, 
d “As far.as I'm concerned, I think the 
FBI has killed Johnny Gosch with their 
negligence.” 
In a later Interview with The Des 


ROBERT H. 
` MEIER Moines Register, however, Gosch a, 

\ peared to back away from her statements, Indicating that 

+ She thought her son might still be alive. “They could very 
swell bed responsible for what happens to him,” she said of 
ithe FBI. 

FBI agents in Des Moines and at the regional headquar- 
Hers in Omaha, Neb., said they would not comment on her 
iallegations, 

Gosch and her husband, John, were angered when the 

FRI issued a news release earlier this month saying that 
ffederal agents were seeking’ Robert H. Meier Ha 15, of f Sagi- ~ - 


Gosch! believés son is dead, blames FBI ; 
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naw, Mich., in connection with an alleged attempt to de- çi ¢ 
fraud the Gosches of $11,000. Meier contacted the Gosches 
in Jaly claiming be knew where their son was and offering 
to arrange his return for a fee. . 
i Meier has since been charged with six counts of wire 
‘fraud, 

“The FBI doesn’t ordinarily put out press: "releases." 
Noreen Gosch said. “I definitely fee] their actions have , 
killed our son.” She said she believes the news release about 
Meier and the national attention it received may have 
caused her son's abductors to flee or to kil him, 

Meanwhile Wednesday, a federal magistrate in Buffalo, ' 
N.Y., ruled that Meier will remain in custody while waiting 
tobe taken to Iowa later this week to face the fraud char~; 
ges. He was arrested Avg. 15 in Niagara Falls, N.Y. 

Magistrate Edmund F. Maxwell ruled that the value of 
the property and cash that Meier's relatives put up to 
secure his'rclease while awaiting trial does not amount to 
the needed $50,000. Maxwell directed federal marshals to 
take Meier to Jowa no later than Tuesday, 

Noreen Gosch said she was relieved y Maxwell's deci- 
sion. “Our greatest concern was not necessarily that he 
would skip the country, but what if the Hell's Angels start“ 
ed to look for him,” she said, a reference to Meier’s claim 
that he had guarded kidnapped children while a member oí 
the He's Angels motorcycleclub. Dd f 
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of defrauding 


-By NICK LAMBERTO- 


e parens of massing g newspaper car 
?rier ‘Johnny; Gosch 
‘out sof? $11,00 


Tent before U. Fe ; 
jagistrate Celeste 2? 
"Bremer, ‘Meler į 

answered: “yup” 

twice, first when: rosg 

tasked if he was in: > 

dicted under bis true namie and the 

«when he agreed to waive the reading ` 

of the six counts of fraud. : 
Assistant -U.S; Attorney, Josep 

‘Beck then asked Meier if be pl 

„not guilty to each of the cor 

-Meier answered "yeah" six. 

‘Asked for his street. t adress, Meier. 

said, “1 ' remember. 

-Bremer set Meier's bail and dete 


l there woutd be a “risk of fight and a: 
‘dangen to the community”. if Meier. 


„rejected the probátion olfícer's řeporti ' 
on Mer. o "n 


Aug: 15 and had been held at Buffalo, 
BA under $50,000 bond until he wa: ^ 


accepting $11,000 from them after. 


"E Sept. 5; 1982; as he was getting ready ; 
‘to deliver. papers on his Des Moines’ 


"hearing is on Sept, 5, the day our boy. 
“lost his freedom," Noreen Gosch said: 


Tele got the. information: about: 
"John and 


Involved, maybe while he was a bar. 
"tender in Michigan: He knows some", 
-thing. He told us the Hell's Angels are 


denies it, he's:a liar," "added Jobi: 
Gosch. 


‘have been unable to validate claims: 
ithat Meier made about Johnny Gosch! 


d! Jawyet, | Mark L2 ot 


Gosches , 


were released. Beck; also ,said’ he; 
'Meler surrendered to. the’ FBI on} 


brought to Des Moines Friday. He is: 
accused’ of: defrauding. John: and: 
Noreen Gosch of West Des Moines by, 


Sunday Register route. |. ^ 86 
` "It's very. apropos that the next’ 


outside the courtroom Tuesday. : 
^ “I would;like:to:know ‘how: he- 


his kiddapping,” she added. 
“Tm sure Meier talked to. somebody * 


involved in kidnapping Kids... If he 


"Now we'll just see how good the: 
system Is in this rip-off of parents of t 
missing kids: the system ~ the FBli 
“and D pars is no good In finding Kids,” 

; Béck said he has seen’ ^no evideiie 
of a link with the Hell's Angels.” 

* Federal officers said earlier they: 


"living in stavéry in Mexico. » 
Meler was represented by a court- |. 
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By The Tsocuated Press ye 
A federal magistrate on “Thursday dented 
-bail for Robert Meier YI, a Saginaw, Mich, man 
accused of swindling the parénts of missing 
West Des Moines newspaper carrier Johnny 
Gosch. 

"Following an i houi-long hearing, U.S. Magis-| 
trate Celeste Bremer ruled that Meier, of Sagi-i 
Bm Mith. should continue to be hé)d without 

nd, 

* {Meier is scheduled to be triéd Nov. 11 on six | 
counts of. wire fraud; He is accused of taking 
$11,000 from John arid Noreen Gosch of West 


fut on his Des Moines Sunday Keg- 

“ister newspaper route. 
. in ruling on the bond question, Bremer said 
to'lowa and thére were no 
; assu inces he would show up for future court 
+ appearances if he were freed, 
} ‘She also said Meier has no job and little mon- 
j -èy and cited the fact'that he was carrying a 

handgun when FBI agents first questioned him 
| in early August; The magistrate said Meter’s 
; “lack of strong family ties” "Was another: factor] 


in her decision.’ ; a i tris 
Meier bas been held without boid since being 
3 transferred to Des Moines from Buffalo, N.Y., 
, where FBI | agents arrested him last Toonth as 
IE hë Erossed the Niagara. Falls bridge from 
Canada. 
| , Federal authoriti shave been skeptical of. 
i 


'Méier's claim that Johnny Gosch has been held 
near Mexico City, Investigators i k Meier’ 
| contrived the story,to bilk money. from. the. 
 youngster’s parents’ During Thursday's heär: 
| ing, John and Noreen Gosch sat in the back of 
; the courtroom and feld hands. ' 
* Through his quéstioning of Meier’s mother; 
D TUS Perrigo of Saginaw, defense attorney 
f *Mark' Bennett tried to show that Meier was a 
u 7good risk to be f onbail, ~ 
| c During her testimony, Pertigo said her sod: 
t didnot have any drugor drinking problems and 
“fhad no cfimiinal record, She 2]36 sald she had no 
ms supervising her son; that'he coul 
i | live with her.in Saginaw if he were freed and 
he would make sure he returned to Des Moines 


i :Perrigo;: who has her own insurance agency 
in Saginaw, and Meier's father are divorced. 
i ‘She said Robert has lived with her in Saginaw 
; and Myrtle Beach, S.C., and he also spent time 
i with hisi father i ig Houston, Texas. 


H Perrigo said she was unaware of any violent 
r acts committed byt her son ezcept when he sup- 
-posedly got into a’fight while living with his 
father. a 


= 
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Robert Herman Meier II; who 
is accused of bilking the parents 
of missing newspaper carrier 
Johnny Gosch out of $11,000, has 

i been convicted of no crime. Yet, 
i by the time of his Nov. 7 trial on 
i charges of wire and mall fraud, 
‘Meier will have spent better than 
nine weeks in Polk County Jail 
with no chance at bail. Why? 
Because a new bail law Con- 
gress passed last year permits 
"preventive detention" of danger- 
ous or unreliable defendants 
awaiting trial on federal crimes, 
U.S. Magistrate Celeste 
emer ruled on Sept. 6 that 
Meier should be held without bail 
because there fs reason to doubt 
that he would show up for trial 
and to believe he might harm wit- 
nesses. Bremer’s decision was up- 
held by Harold Vietor, chief judge 
of the Southern District of Iowa. 
Admittedly, Meier is-no Boy 
Scout, A high-school! dropout, he 
once was diagnosed as "under- 
! socialized and aggressive”; he has 
{ moved around the.country and 
' — hasnot had steady work. He fs ac- 
cused of a shameful crime, of 
. having made threats against the 
Gosches and of having a loaded 
handgun in his possession. 

On the other hand, Meier, 19, 
has no prior criminal record. He 
voluntarily called the FBI when 
he learned that agents wanted to 
talk to him. He was released after 

~ an Initial interview, so his trip to 


- He should bé out on bail” 


^ 


Canada was not a flight from 
prosecution. Moreover, when told 
that an arrest warrant had been 
issued, Meier again called the 
FBI and returned to this country 
tosurrender. 

Congress Intended that bail be 
denied to a very narrow class of 
defendants: those. who endanger 
the safety-of the community or 
who cannot be reasonably expec- 
ted to appear for trial. Meier does 
not fit either definition. 

‘The court had several alterna- 
tives to jailing Meier, including 
releasing him to the custody of his 
mother, putting him under police 
supervision, setting a large bond 
or a combination of these. 

Pretrial release is not simply & 
nicety; it is critical to a defendant 
who faces the prospect of being 
led into a courtroom in handcuffs 
attended by armed guards instead 
of coming and going freely and 
appearing trustworthy. 

Pretrial freedom gives the de- Í 
fendant a chance to show evi- 
dence of improvement, by getting / 
a job and counseling, thus in-' 
creasing the likelihood of proba». 
tion if he is convicted. í 

The American legal system is 
founded on the principles of the 
presumption of innocence and the 
sanctity of individual liberty. The 
new federal bail statute is à con- 
tradiction of those principles, es- 
pecially if all defendants are held 
to the standards applied tō Meler., 
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eier'draws 
prisonterm : 
in-Gosch case: 


-By ANNE CAROTHERS KAY. i 
Register Stell Writer. 

“Robert .Hermon' Meier’ was: sen: 
tiheed Thursday to three years in a 
federal prison for defrauding the par- 
eats of. missing newspaper carrier 
Johnny Gosch of $11,000; 

‘US. District Judge Harold Vietor 

also ordered. Meier, 19,of Saginag; 
Mich., to re 
~- $208 to John and Noreen Gosch of 
31004 ;Forty-fifth' St.- in: West Des: 
"Moines and $11,075 to the “Help Find 
"Johnny Gosch Fund." Vietor also sen- 
:tenced Meler to five years probation | 
to begin after his prison term. , 

‘However, the judge sald he would 
consider reducing Meler's sentence M: 
;Metér: divulged whatever:be:may 
‘know about’ "the whereabouts ot: 
Jobany Gosch. ` 

^Meler's lawyer, Mark Bennett, sad. j 
hé plans to discuss the Judge's sugges- 
tion with Meiér today, He said Meler’ 
has four months in which to include his 
statement about Gosch with a motiod: 
| to reduce bis prison sentence. 

-Meler was indicted by a'federal 
:grand jury in August on six charges et: 
“wire fraud; The indictment charged: 
that through telephone calls;and'a*, 
meeting in Kansas City, Mo., ‘Meler © 
told the Gosches that he:knew,the: 
+ whereabouts of their missing son. —. 

Meler told them that Johnny Gosch 
was being held in Mexico, and he said: 
he could rescue the boy for $10,000; 
the indictment says. An additional 
$1,000 was spent later for expenses; 
| But Meier took the money and went to 
La Tennessee dude ranch. He later ar- 
ranged for:a' friend to write to the 
br e$, selling them that Meler bad 


y the money he extorted '| 


jnfhexescueattempt, | 


(Mount Clipping In Space Below) 


Meler pleaded guilty to two e et “thet 
is charges Oct. 21 in & ples agrea | 
ment with the government. :Eack ' 
charge carries & maximum sentence: 

ison, and assistant: 


ges fai 
ea him.fo three: years‘on en 


ge. 

‘The Judge added that he would note 
mally:grant:probatlon.In-a routine 
wire fraud case but said the fact that. 

:Meler had preyed on thé Gosches, who. 
„were grieving for their missing $0n;. 
-compelled him to issue a harsher sen, 


stence. 
Vietor algo said that Meter’ 3 apelo- 


gy at the sentencing “rang hollow.” 


Teck said in court that the govern; 


ment stil could call Meier to testify: 


before a‘ grand: hu. about Johnny: 
Goch 
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. Questions linge 


“about Wallace] - 


“By John Walblay 
! of the SWTR 


A year after suspected serial killer George 
Kent Wallace: was charged in the abduction and 
stabbing of Ross Alan Ferguson, investigators 
are still waiting to learn more from the convicted 
killer, 

Ferguson's escape from Wallace, after. being 
stabbed six times, began an investigation «that 
reached into Oklahoma where the: murders of 
` William Eric Domer, 15, of Fort Smith, and Mark! 

Anthony McLaughlin, 14, of Van.Buren remained 
. unsolved, 

~ Investigators in lowa and North Carolina also. 

became interested.in the Wallace case. 
i Since then, Wallace, 50, has been sen- 

tenced in the LeFlore County District Court to die 
by lethal-injection for Domer's 1987 murder, and 
the November 1990 murder of McLaughlin. The 
+ execution is on hold until a mandatory review by 
the Oklahoma Court of Criminal Appeals. 

Wallace, a'former Fort Smith truck driver 

who has lived and'traveled in several states, has 
told authorities that he plans to, discuss bis 
alleged involvement in other murder cases. 
D Sébastian. County Sheriff Gary Grimes:has 
said-he' has: corresponded with Wallace, mostly 
through the mail, and that Wallace has indicated 
several times ‘that he will discuss the pending 
cases:at a time nearer to his execution. 

Wallace has been questioned in the stabbing 
death of Alonzo Cade, 12, of Fort Smith, whose 
body was found Dec. 20 in a gas -well drilling 
pond on Fort Chaffee. ' 

Ferguson was stabbed six times and 
dragged to a pond in the Washburn Community, 
east of: Greenwood. ‘The bodies of Domer and 
McLaughlin Were found in a pond near:Pocola,, 
both had been shot. i 

West Des Moines, lowa, spolice became 
interested in the Wallace case ‘because of the 
September 1982 disappearance of Johnny 
Gosch, 12, a: newspaper carrier who has never 
been found, according to West Des Moines 
police Lt: Gary Scott. ; 

ME Scott, who is handling the Gosch case, said" 
? he also is waiting for any.word from Wallace that 


- might clear:up the Gosch case. nod 
* He said there was a report that Wallace was 

seen in the. West Des Moines area at the time of 

d Gosch's: disappearance. ' 

.' SA -businessman and his wife said ihe 

y (Wallace) had been in and out of their business 

; at. that time," Scott s said. 5 
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North Carolina authorities traveled to LeFlore 
County in April to interview Wallace about: two 
murders ‘there, but came up short on information 


: from 


i Scott said he Has notified the Leris County 
* District Attorney to let him know if and when 
+ Wallace planned to discuss the pending cases. 
"We have nothing solid, but nothing we 
could write off either," Scott said referring to any 
evidence that might link Wallace to the Gosch 


i 


Wallace. ü 


Maj. A.G. Gentry of the For-! 
syth County, N.C., Sheriffs De- 
partment spoke to Wallace to 
see whether Wallace would 
confess to the 1976 murder of 
Jeffrey Foster in and Tommy 
Reed in 1982. 

Gentry had hoped to extra: 
dite Wallace to North Carolina. 

LeFlore County District Attor- 
ney Mike Sullivan'has said the 
two North Carolina murders 
share similarities with the mur- 
ders of Domer and McLaughlin. 

Waliace was questioned dur- 
ing the investigation of both 

7 murders in Forsyth Coun- 
ty, but detectives never ob- 
tained enough evidence to 
charge Wallace, according to 
Gentry. 

Foster, 14, was found in a 
wooded area in August, 1976 
and a medical examiner's report 
indicated he had died from a 
knife wound to the back. 

Reed, 18, disappeared in 
1982 and his remains were 
found in 1983, also in a wooded 
area. He died from a plow to 
the head, according to medical 
reports. 


Lo ne 


Bu «^ a: 3 3 MA 
George Kent Wallace-leaving the Leflore County Courthouse in 
April after teaming his July.2 executlon date, which has yet to be 
, earrled out. 


some comfort from 


the ongoing crusade of 


a Florida family 
By Rod Townley 


['Adam," a TV-movie about. 
fhe abduction of Adam 
Walsh, is scheduled to be 
shown on NBC on Monday, 
Oct. 10, at 9 P.M. (ET). See 
the listings section for time 
and channel] 


The huge department store 
sign looms as we speed 
past the mall, but John 
Walsh does not took at it "I 
can't stand to go by it. | went 
there so many times with 
Adam and Revé.” 

On July 27, 1981, 6-year- 
old Adam Walsh was ook- 
ing at video games in the 
store's toy department in 
South Florida's Hollywood 
Mall while his mother Revé 
Wash was looking at lamps. 
& couple of aisies away. 
When she returned a few 
minutes tater, Adam had 
disappeared, 

An only child, a bright 
boy with a talent for draw- 
ing, a love of sports and & 
42 


MISSING" 


Worried parents can take 


gxediiec- 
tion for 
‘unusual 
hats (he 
was wear. 
ing a white 
cap that day), Adam ger 
erally did what his parents. 
told him to do. ft was soon 
evident that something was 
terribly wrong. 

John Walsh, à bound» 
lessly energetic business 
executive in his mid-30s, 
‘was not the sort to sit at 
home and wait for the po- 
lice to call with news. He 
and Revé practically 
moved into the Hollywood, 
Fla., police station for more 
than a week, fielding calis 
and plotting strategy with 
Ut. Richard Hyads, who 
headed the investigation. 

"Detectives worked 40 
hours without going home.” 
recalls Walsh, "R was in- 
credible, But I realized at- 
ter looking at the {potice} 


Adam, at 
about se 2/4, with 
his parents John and Revé. 
wire that no one [in other 
jurisdictions] was reading 
i." So Walsh had his own 
eight-person staff call po- 
lice chiefs and sheritis all 
over Fiorida. “Over 70 per 
cent of them didnt know 
Adam was missing. They'd 
never seen the wire.” 

‘With such poor commu- 
nications between coun- 
ties, what could one expect 
between states? The FBI's 
National Crime Information 
Center (NCIC) keeps a 
huge data bankon missing 
persons and property, but 
the Walshes discovered 
that the NCIC was depen- 
dent on the information sup- 


„plied by focal police de~ 


partments, many of which 
did not use the system, re- 


weeny. 
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sulting in sometimes ir- 
adequate information on 
missing children, The FBI 
itself never officially took 


On the Walsh case et all,’ 


although it provided some 
technical assistance, R said 
there had to be a ransom 
note or evidence of trans- 
portation across state lines 
before it could step in. 

The Walshes kept strug- 
Gling to get the word out 
about Adam in every way 
they could, giving inter- 
views and issuing tele- 
vised appeals. Two weeks 
after the abduction, Good 
Morning America invited 
the Walshes on the show, 
thus giving them a national 
forum. 


At six o'Clock on the 
morning ofthe show, Walsh 
received a phone call inhis 
New York City hotel room, 
The head ofan unidentified 
boy had been found in a 
‘canal near Vero Beach, 123 
miles from Hollywood. Ab 
though fearing the worst, 
the Walshes decided to do 
the TY program anyway, if 
‘only for the sake of other 
missing children whose 
pictures would be shown 
Curing the segment. 

Awhile later, alone inthe 
hotet room, Walshreceived 
‘the phone call he had been 
dreading, The severed 
head was indeed Adam's. 
Walsh says he literalty tore 
ihe room apart in a rage of 
griet, and the hotel security 
„guard found him gasping 
for breath on the floor, 

Revé was found and told 
about Adam. "She was like 
& wounded animal," her 
husband recalis. "She was 
destroyed.” 

This is where the story 
TV GUIDE OCTOGER & 1963 


‘usually ends in cases like 
this. Bottomless despair, 


ity that had been generat- 
ed, the Walshes found 
some 22,000 fetters wait- 


other distraught parents 


problem went far 

Adam'scase They leamed 
that some 1.8 million chil- 
dren are reported missing 
each year; about 100,000 
are stolen by non-cus- 


are abducted by strangers, 


But because of the public 


ing for them, many trom 


Seeking advice. Clearlythe 
beyond 


todial parents; and some 
50,000 others disappear; 
manyotthem-like Adam 


The fatality rate in the latter 
Group is very high, 

John and Revé Walsh 
decided to do what they 
Could to change this. They 
set up the Adam Walsh 
Child Resource Center in 
Fort Lauderdale, instituting 
& pilot computer project 10 
compite detailed physica! 
information about missing 
children. When it became. 
evident that the need ex. 
Ceeded the center's re- 
sources, Walsh pleaded 
with the state legislature in 
Tallahassee to take over 
and expand the computer 
project. In 1983, Florida 
became the frst state to set 
up a Missing Children In- 
formation Clearinghouse. 
This agency gatners and 
disseminates information 
&nd sends out monthly bul 
lets to state law-enforce- 
ment agencies. 

Important as the Florida 
legislation is, it does not 
solve the problem of highly 
mobile murderers and child, 
molesters who roam from 
State to state. That FBI 
computer at NCIC, thought 


Walsh, just had to be 
opened up more effectively 
to missing kids. Others 
thought so, too, notably 
Sen. Paula Hawkins (RFia) 
and Rep. Paul Simon (D- 
IIL), whe months previousty 
had introduced bills to do. 
just that. For the next year 
ihe Walshes threw their 
considerable energies into 
the fight to get these bills 
passed. 


tion did not require that the 
FBI go out hunting for chit. 
dren, but merely that par- 
ents be given direct ac- 
Gess to the NCIC computer 


tailed information about 


tifed dead. Nevertheless, 
Justice Department oppo- 


mM 


The proposed legis!a- 


and to obtain from it de- 
missing kids and uniden- 


sition was often vehement, 

But the bit's proponents 
were less upset by the op. 
position than by the indif- 
ference they encountered. 
Revé Walsh looks back with 
Some bitterness: “All those 
buildings in Washington, 
all that classical architec- 
ture, it's just a facade." 

Her outlook brightened a 
bit when the Missing Chil 
Oren Actfinally passed and 
was signed into law by 
President Reagan, who de- 
Clared, “R's a great day for 
Adam." 


And so itwas. Butequal- 
ty great days were to follow 
some months latet, A vol- 
undary child-fingerprinting 
program was launched in 
Florida this year, thanks in 
large part to the Adam 
Walsh Center, Prospects 
look good for the funding of 
& Federal Violent Criminal 
Apprehension Program (Vh 
CAP), which would use =+ 

43 n 


Contmoed N 
the FB! computer in Quan- 
^| tico, Va. 1o profde mult. 
, ple-pattern murderers and 
help track them down. 
|, Butone of Adam's really 
- great days this year came 
in early February, when & 
top-level memo was sentto 
all FBI field offices to clare 
ity (one might say, to hy 
tnanize) FBI policy on kid- 
naping. Among other 
points: a ransom demand 
is no longer required be- 
Sore the FBI can step in; and 
interstate travel (another 
Tequirement) "can be pre- 
sumed atter 24 hours.” Fure 
‘ther, a high priority shall be 
assigned to these cases. 


A few scant weeks ater 
this memo was Sent out, a 
4-year-old boy was ab- 
ducted in Vero Beach, Fia, 
not far from where Adam 
Walsh's remains Were 
found, Immediately, doz- 


-ens of FB agents swooped 


‘onto the scene; a week late 


„et the kidnaper was caught 


and the boy was discov: 
ered tied up in the trunk of 
& Catcalive 

Although there was no 
connection with Adam's 
fase, John Walsh says that 
afterward a ranking FBL man. 
inthe Personal Cnmes Unit 
told him, "Your efforts 
changed the Bureau's 


Have You Seen These Missing Children? 


mind” about dealing with 
these cases and “You'll al 
ways Know that because of 
your efforts we saved a it- 
tle boy." 

That's high praise from 
the normaily taciturn FBI, 
and under different cire 
cumstances, Walsh might 
have beamed with pleas- 
ure, Instead, he shot back, 
“That doesn't give me any 
solace, because I'll always 
remember that you didn? 
etter Adam's case." 

And suddenly you re- 
member that, rhetoric 
aside, there are no "great 
days” for Adam, Ali his days 
ended 26 months ago. es 


Here ave nine of the estmated 150.000 chidren in the U.S. who have run away ot been 
abducted noncustocal parents, N you've seer them, 
police department or call Chid Find at 800-431-5005, 


John David Gosch, now 
13, was last seen around 6 
AM. on Sept. 5, 1982, He 
is believed to have. gg 
is 


large birthmark on his up 
perder chest. 


4A 


ebecca Scott. 8, 
lived with ber family in a 


mobite-home park in Los. 
Angeles. On Dec. 20, 1980, 
Vene went out to play. Her 
mother couldnt fing her a 
hait hour later and has 
heard nothing about her 
since. 


vanished from Edgefield, 
S C., on March 15, 1982. 
She was then 5-feet-5. Her 
eyes are brown (but may 


dock hazel close up) and 


her hair i$ ight-to-dark 
blonde. This photo was take 


en in 1981. 


Sema omar ged 


re 


ec 


Gabriel Lawrence Minarcin (middle) and Jon Dab- 
kowsid (right). both from Pittsburgh, were last seen on 
xat Jan. 14, 1982, en route trom Jon's nome to Gabriel's at 
Nov. 19, 1980. by el di- 5:30 P.M. Gabriel turned $2 last week; Jon, 13 next 
vorced father Dale for an month, has a scar under his left eye. 


ETUDES 


itu sens 


Jennifer Martefiz, 8, dis- Etan Patz was 6 yems old Ryan Burton was 3 when 
appeared on Nov. 15, 1982 when he vani: enroute she was removed trom her 
trom Tampa, Fla. She was to his school-bus stop, two cnb in Breckenridge, Tex- 
last seen one block from blocks from home, in New — as, on the night of Sept. 6, 
home on her way back from Vor Cay on May 25 1979. 1981. Ryan has since been 


school and was eer an Next May 25 marks the seen in Texas and Okia- 
Or&nge-pink knee-t third annual National Miss- homa. 
dress. ing Children's Day. 
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«These éhildreffippeared on i role call at 
the conclusion of ihe television movie 


BE srotideast on NBC, October 10, 1983 9-11 p.m. N.Y.T. 
` If you think you have any / information on the whereabouts of any of these children, or 
` any other missing children, please call CHILD FIND, toll free (800) 431-5005 - in New 


York (914) 255-1848. All calls will be kept confidential, 
Special thenks to NBC ond Alon Landsburg Productions for moking publication of this poster possible. 
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Project Wir: 


A project designdsy lay the grounds 
work for a nationwide system for tracing 
missing or abducted children and adulis, 
as well as for tracking and apprehending 
"serial murderers"" and to explore the 
link between abuse and delinquency has 
been announced by the Office of Juven- 
ite Justice and Delinquency Prevention 
(OJJDP) and the National Institute of 
Justice (NES). 

The Sam Houston State University 
Criminal Justice Center, in Huntsville, 
Texas, will oversce several planning sès- 
sions around the country, 

The planning process will deal with 
child pornography, child prostitution 
and juvenile delinquency resulting from 
sexual abuse and exploitation of child. 
ren, Alfred S. Regnery, OJJDP Admin. 
istrator, said that this knowledge will be 
integrated into the establishment of a 
Violent Criminal Apprehension Pro- 


Ba ud 
bee LIN 


m 


gram (VI-CAP). It is envisioned thai Vle 
CAP will'use the $2,000 data input tere 
minals of the National Crime Informa 
tion Center (NCIC) 10 help track missing 
persons—both children and adults—-and 
to.allow the Behavioral Science Unit of 
the FBI to analyze crimes apparently 
committed by serial offenders, whether 
rapists, murderers or child molesters. 


5,000 Murdered 


1n announcing the cooperative agree- 
ment with Sam Houston State Univer 
sity, Mr. Regnery pointed out that law 
enforcement authorities estimate that as 
many as $,000 people a year half of 
them juvenilesare murdered without 
apparent motive or by sadomasochists, 
pedophites, pimps who live off children, 
or child abusers, 

“There currently is no national center 
for analysis and collection or correlation 


Þe project ales to identity and apprehend scrial murderers. 


race Missing. Persons, Track Killers 


of patterns of violent crime,” he said, 
“The participants in the first planning 
session believe (hat a national violent 
€rime analysis center at the Behavioral 
Science Unit of the FBI could use crime 
data from all of the Nation's law cne 
forcement agencies to allow quicker 
identification and apprehension of 
society's most feared violent criminals 
by local law enforcement officials. 


“When police have an unsolved or ap. 
parently motiveless killing in one State, 
they could send a summary of the evie 
dence to be analyzed and programed in- 
toa computer, Most criminal justice ex» 
pens think we may find that there are 
many more serial murders, 1apes and 
molestations than we can now discern," 


Personality Profiles 


Mr. Regnery also said, “The FBI's 
Behavioral Science Unit already has the 
capability of profiling the personality of 
violent criminals based on evidence from 
the crime scene and surviving victims, 
The Unit currently provides these pro- 
files to local law enforcement ofticiats 
upon request," Mr, Regnery believes 
that coupling this capability with the 
ability to track these criminals will give 
law enforcement officials powerful new 
tools for dealing with a serious national 
problem. 

James K. Stewart, Director of the Nae 
tional Institute of Justice, which is also 
supporting this planning process, said 
that in known psychopathic serial kill- 
ings alone, 30 men have killed from six 
10.60 people over the last 10 years. 

"In the overwhelming majority of 
cases," Mr. Stewart said, "these killers 
have not been artested as a result of 
multi-jurisdiction tracking of their kill- 
ing spree, Rather, they have been arrest- 
ed for a recent local killing or killings, 
Arresting authorities ail too often were 
unaware that the greater nuraber of the 
killers’ victims were strewn across state 
lines.” 


Further information may be obtained 
by contacting Robert O. Heck, Special 
Emphasis Division, Office of Juvenite 
Justice and Delinquency Prevention, 633 
Indiana Avenue, N.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20531, (202) 724-5924, 
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‘Adam; sets off 


“By CLARENCE FANTO- 
f . Ty Ester” 


day night's widely seen NBC- 
novie, "Adam." And at-least 4.000 
callefs.Swamped the switchboard'at 
Child: Find^Inc,, a national. clearing 
house for missing children‘located in 


New ‘Paltz, N.Y. Othet hot lines and: 


agencies report a similar outpouring of 
publie interest; > . 


“We're looking forward to as many 


as eight more -family ‘reunions .as-a 
result of this TV show,” .said- Alice 
Byrne, à board member. of Child Find, 
“We're still getting as many a$ 150 calls 
an'hour from people who may, have 
spotted the 55 missing children whose 
pictures! were shown at the end of the 
NBC movie.” ; . 
NBC officials conceded they were 
caught somewhat off. guard. by the 
intensity of. public reaction :to: the 
.progzam. "I'm overwhélmed,” said ex: 
ecutive producer Joan Barnett "i 
bought the movie when I was vice 
president for films-at NBC ‘because I 
thought it would 


© (J 
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T LEAST TWO family reunions- 
have been triggered by Mon- 


do-well with the never solved. f 


e. 


(indicate page, name of! 
newspaper, city and state.) 
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Ait News 
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TRO h 
family,reunjons, 
$ Pay ve i 35$ 1*4 
audience, but I:never expected -thi 
‘outpouring .of public reaction. 
. — "Adam," co-starring ‘Daniel J, Trae 
-vanti and JoBeth-Williams, was based 
on the disappearance of.Adam-Walsh, 
‘Gria Hollywood, Fla. on'July 27, 1981, 
- He was found dead two weeks later. ` 
The movie depicted the efforts of 
Adam's parents, John and Reve Walsh, 
to locate their sort; and the bureaucra- 
tic hassles they.encountered dealing 
"with federal. agencies, including the 
‘FBI: Later, ‘the Walshes campaigned 
‘for changes in the laws, and Congress 
“passed the Missing Persons Act; giving 
‘parents access to a/tiational computer, 
system. to, help find missing 


youngsters. ] 
*The-film-was very accurate; jt 
"related what: happened, without hype, 
almost in documentary form,” said 
John: Walsh: in an interview with the 
‘Daily News yesterday, "I was surprised 
and gratified by.the public response,” 
A deluge of phone calls from view- 
-ers began immediately after the. con. 
+ clusion of “Adam,” when Child Find's 
toll-free number was. flasped on the 
- Screen, At.least:150000 children dis. 
appear each year, and Child Find esti- 
"mates: that 50,000 of these cases -are 
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‘Noreen Gosch, who said she received phone calis from her 
missing son Johnny [right]: "I told him that we loved him.’ i 


Missing Iowa boy: 
‘Mom, get me out’ 


By Janet Cawley ranges of emotion, and when you 
Chicago Tribune : bear someone through their Hives, . 
ag hear their voices change at differ: 


DES MOINES—For the last 18 ent levels, then Tecognize it 
months, since her young son dis- again. His voice has. a 
appeared, the phone has been a’ little si R d 
lifeline and a nemesis for Noreen know it was Johnny. I have no 
Gosch. It rings constantly in her — doubt." , 
comfortable suburban home, Gosch said she phoned police 
bringing queries and information after the first of the three calls. 
from the curious, the helpful, the They later told her the: could not 
concerned ' and, occasionally, the trace the calls, she sald, but could 
malicious. PRU conum they were long distance 

Early Wednesday, she says, it . Lyle McKinney 
brought the voice at ber aped West Des Moines Police Depart- 
son. T ment, “We're still working on it. 
“He said, ‘Mom?’ You have to be determined.” 


maybe it'was a crank. 1 could el aO eieh hor" busband, 


ea e 
“Where are ‘you?’, a " 
Someone slammed down the pave Qrding to Mrs. of Johnny 
Phone." . in the Southwest United States— 
there were | she declines to be more specific— 

ween March and mber - 


Johnny ippeared to be in ` 

delivery route for the Des Moines the custody of two men “who had 

Register newspaper. him ‘under their i thumbs d 

«NE WAS PLEADING, for poten “Keane i Des Moles 
help,” ‘she sald. "He said, ‘Just "there have been a number ol. 
get me out of bere, Mom? “sightings” in the Southwest. 
* They've got me bere, just get «We have done Investigations, but 
out. ew I It was we never have been able to say 
through Continued on, page 2, eol. 1 


a e 
. * reason, Maybe to let us know he's 
l in alive, maybe to throw us off. the 
track. i'm also told'a lot of times 
E i kidnapers do this for a kind of sadis. 
tic pleasure, : iX 


“Earlier that evening, Johnny's | 
icture was shown on national televi- 


Continued from page 1 
Positively it was him. We would, 


people his picture, and they [on on a program about the Sena! 


te 

would say, ‘Yes, t's the person ing children, Ma: 

ie sant neh pei on missing c! n, Maybe 
& 


y then he-Washt the kites T or Johnny saw his pic- $, 
` ture and t's what led to the cali" V. | 
she said. ; 


j , T$. $aj 

Simard ; and "they heard him 7 i 

keep asking for Mom. He said he Aion bon k famiy Den x: 

pay ccepit 

own ne. whole E “Wer n 

didn’t last D than 45 seconds." bust) and a pho Hough 
A :Mis.Gosch than inches away, The Gosches 

sshd he aod Br paste ONE By an, answering Service to take 


Hes apart. “It Was a men. He said: Mrs. Gosch always carries m Pager 
Took fo m indes AES, te m po aiton Johnny, she says, has 
for. him 0 wa "n A Lys, 
never going to give him back!" ~ been "horrible" For the last’ two 


S his to 
delivery route. A friend of Johnny's whole rigaramole Andi torture, 
said the youngster aj peared to be — "You w in thi s whole situation, 
giving directions to man, who my husband and 1 had jobs, friends, 
A purpose to keep us busy, But John. 
"Why would he let Johnny ca?" E was ripped away from those 
Mrs. 'h asked. “I have a distinct ings. It's 10 times worse for him. 
+ feeling the calls were made for a He's the victim." 
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‘Man accused 
lof selling porn 
tapes of kids 


By DANIEL'HAYS 


Characters 

or 
Classification: 
Submitting Office: 


violtüng postał laws was Mitchell 
: Ave. Flushing. Af 

I$ Said that 
me they seized videotapes, 

, Photograph, magazines: and equip 
ment for fkansferring 8&millimeter 
films onto viddotape. 

Rakoff was ‘released in his own 
recognizance by Brooklyn U.S, Magis- 
trate John Caden, after pleading inno. 
cent to the charges. If convicted he 
faces up to:10 years for selling child 
pornography through the mail, 

According to -Postal Inspector 
Daniel Mihalko, authorities: began in. 
vestigating.Rakoff last summer when 
customs seized a shipment of por. 
nography destined for.Rakoff that he 
was attempting to import from Europe | 
; through Kennedy Airport. 

j, Using an undercover name, Mihalko 
began writing to Rakoff and made 
arrangements ‘for the shipment of 
"KP" kiddie porn videotapes for $20 . 
` each, 
;, In a complaint filed by tl 
: tor, he Said that.Rakoff indic: 
had been a member of NA) 
(North American Man y 
Association) under an anonymo 
name,” : 

Rakoff's attorney, August Agoti, 
said his client had: advised him “he 
canceled the check he gave NAMBLA 
and did not join. He went to one 
meeting." 

Mihalko stated in his complaint that 
one of the tapes contained acts of 
bestiality and that four-tapes in all. 
were obtained. 
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CHILDREN 
2101 Wilson Boulevard + Suite 550 
Arlington, VA + 22201 
(800) 843-5678 - (703) 235-3900 


JOHN DAVID GOSCH 


Missing: 09/05/82 Age Now: 24 Yr 

Missing From: WEST DES MOINES, IA 

Birth: 11/12/69 Age Disap: 12 Yr 

Sex: M Race: WHITE 

Height: 57" Weight: 140 lbs 

Hair: L BROWN Eyes: BLUE 

Id Info: Child has facial freckles, a gap between his front 
teeth, a birthmark on his left cheek and a 
horseshoe-shaped scar on his tongue. Child's photo is 
shown age progressed to 22 yrs. 


Circum: Child was last seen delivering newspapers. 


Poster ver 2.0, Pegasus Imaging Corp. 


JOHN DAVID GOSCH 


Non-family abduction 


bo-JA- | 


Age progression to 22 Yr 
Age progression by NCMEC (9/92) 


ANYONE HAVING INFORMATION SHOULD CONTACT 
The National Center for Missing and Exploited Children 
1-800-843-5678 
OR 
WEST DES MOINES POLICE DEPARTMENT (IOWA) 
MISSING PERSONS UNIT 1-515-223-3211 OR YOUR 
LOCAL FBI OFFICE 
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